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by Cathleen Williams
Barbara Collins, a slender young
mother from Placerville, is an unlikely David to be taking on the Goliath of Walmart, the nation’s largest
employer, with 1.4 million American
workers, annual revenues exceeding
$469 billion, and $17 billion in annual pure profit.i That’s enough to
give every man, woman and child
in the Sacramento region $17,000
apiece. Yet because of its poverty
level wages, Walmart workers must
rely on tax-payer funded benefits just
to survive – the “safety net” – at a
cost of over a billion dollars of public
funds each year.
“I worked at Walmart for over 7
years as a sales associate in electronics,” Barbara Collins told Homeward
Street Journal. “I started at the minimum wage, like most Walmart associates, and got raises of 40 cents a
year. With transfers and promotions,
I eventually earned $12.05, but I just
couldn’t get full time work – sometimes I was only scheduled for 8 to
16 hours per week, and it was completely unpredictable. I worked different hours and shifts every day.
This makes life impossible, especially if you have a family and kids.
“At the same time, the speed-up got

crazy in the last few years. My job
got piled with the work of other employees when they were laid off. You
couldn’t give customer service. People were hurting themselves, having
anxiety attacks.

about it at work. I did a store walk
through with OURWalmart. Being
there a long time, I thought Walmart
is like a family. I went down to Human Resources and told them, ‘Hey,
I’m a member of OURWalmart.’

“Eighty-five percent of Walmart
workers earn around $1300 a month.
I was considered “higher income”— I
brought in $19,000 per year. I wasn’t
eligible for food stamps, so I used
food banks just to survive; I need a
low income apartment, depend on
free school lunches for my son, bus
passes, PG&E and phone company
subsidies, WIC food supplements.
Benefits are really a problem. After
huge increases in the cost of health
insurance, I had to drop my Walmart
insurance during the open enrollment
period in 2011.

“Right away, the retaliation started.
The fear of losing your job there is
extreme. People I knew well – my
friends at work – just stopped talking to me, didn’t even say ‘hello’ in
the morning. I was shocked, stunned.
Last June I was fired, just like that.

“So when I heard about OURWalmart, which stands for “Organization United for Respect at
Walmart,” I was interested. Local
unions – lots of groups, the United
Food and Commercial Workers, International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers, Teamsters, Jobs with Justice – are helping Walmart workers
to get together and publicize the low
wages and working conditions. I appeared in the OURWalmart newsletter. I spoke to the press. I was open

When I applied for unemployment
, Walmart fought my application
– unsuccessfully!”ii
Barbara Collins has not let her termination from Walmart slow her activism on behalf of Walmart’s workers.
She was arrested in September at Cesar Chavez Park in downtown Sacramento when she joined a protest
against Walmart after the Sacramento
City Council repealed the ordinance
restricting big box retailers from

Continued Page 4

Wallmart Grand Opening Protest, Woodland , Ca. June 26th, 2013
Photo Courtesy Francisco J. Dominguez ©2013

Sacramento Homeless Deaths Report: 2002 – 2013
By Bob Erlenbusch

Executive Director, Sacramento
Regional Coalition to End
Homelessness

Dedicated to all the people
experiencing homelessness who
died in our community.
The National Homeless Persons’
Memorial Day takes place each
year around the darkest day of the
winter, the Winter Solstice, to pay
respect to those who have died on
our streets and to testify to our
dire need to end homelessness.
In Sacramento, our memorial
was held on December 20 at
the Loaves & Fishes’ memorial
wall in conjunction with a press
conference and release of the
Sacramento County Homeless

Deaths Report.
Homeless people, reporters,
family members of those recently
deceased, members of the
Homeless Deaths Working Group
and others gathered in front of the
Loaves & Fishes Memorial Wall.
Sr. Libby Fernandez said that
Loaves & Fishes holds at least
four memorials each month, and
at each memorial there are fresh
flowers, a respectful service and
the names of the deceased are
engraved into the memorial wall.
Her report of four memorials per
month corresponds to the report’s
findings of an average of one
death per week.

Continued Page 2

Loaves & Fishes Memorial Wall
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Homeless Deaths Report
It is our hope that this report provides
a proper and dignified memorial to their
deaths, many in a tragic, violent and
untimely manner, and also serves as a
catalyst for change, fueling the political
and community will to find solutions to
end homelessness in our community.
Here is a summary of the homeless
deaths report that was released:
There were 501 Coroner reported deaths
of homeless people from June 2002
– June 2013. The average number of
deaths annually was 46, or roughly one
death per week, every week for a ten year
period.
Adult ages ranged from 19 to 81 years
of age. There were 5 babies that died.
70% of the deaths were between the
ages of 40 – 59 years, and almost 30%
were between the ages of 50 – 64 years
old. The average age for women was
47, and 50 years the average age for men.
Using 75 years of age as the average
life expectancy, overall, the lives of the
homeless people was cut short by 34%.

continued from Page 1

The overwhelming majority of homeless
deaths were male (87%). The majority
were Caucasian (68%), followed by
African Americans at 17% and Hispanics
at 9%. Only about 10% of the homeless
deaths were veterans, with most being
post-Vietnam veterans.
Over one-third died outside, with half
of them found in the roadway or alley.
Slightly less than another third died
in a hospital, evenly divided between
inpatient and the emergency room. The
homeless deaths were mostly located in
the downtown area and tended to follow
transportation corridors, including the
interstates and light rail. There was not a
significant difference in the season of the
year that homeless people died, though
over half died on a weekend.
About one third of the deaths were due
to natural causes, while 39% died by
accident, and for one fifth, the manner
of death was undetermined. The five
leading underlying causes were: [1]
Alcohol/drug induced: 28%; [2] Injury:

Bob Erlenbusch speaking at Memorial
Photo Courtesy Francisco Dominguez ©2013

18%; [3] Cardiovascular disease: 13%;
[4] Infection: 6%; [5] Wound [gun shot
or stabbing]: 5%. Approximately one
in ten homeless people died by either
murder or suicide (11% total).
There were a few significant differences
in the causes of death by gender and race.
For example, cardiovascular disease,
internal disease and death by asphyxia
were twice as high for homeless women.
Also, death by cardiovascular disease was
almost twice as high for people of color.
Yet, only 62% of the 501 decedents were
seen by the County clinical health sites at
some point in their homelessness, while
37.9% had never visited County clinical
health services.

Sacramento’s City and County are not alone in their futile efforts at trying
to end homelessness by making laws against homelessness. Cities across
the nation flaunt their corruption or possible ignorance by making more and
more laws against those that are poor and homeless, instead of concentrating
their work towards eliminating poverty and homelessness with housing and
other proven solutions.
Thankfully, homeless people are also not alone. Homeless advocates are
planning a West Coast Day of Action to take place from January 17 through
18, the weekend before Martin Luther King Day. Hayward, Berkeley and
Oakland will join with San Francisco for one or more of those days. Los
Angeles, San Jose, Portland Oregon, and Sacramento have confirmed their
local actions. Up to 15 cities in the Western United States will have actions to
demonstrate our need for statewide Homeless Bills of Rights and to demand
that cities respect the civil and human rights of the homeless members of
their communities.
Sacramento Homeless Bill of Rights Actions:
January 17 – Homeless Justice Day – 1 PM march from Loaves & Fishes.
1:30 PM start tour @ City Hall.
January 18 – Marching to and tabling at Poor People’s Rally – 11 AM @ 5th
and N Streets. 11:30 March to the Capitol. 12 - 4 PM Rally, speakers and
information tables
For more information on the Sacramento Action, call (916) 862-8649. For
more information on the Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign go to Western
Regional Advocacy Project’s website at www.wraphome.org

Of those that died, 33.5% [168 out
of 501] were found in the Homeless
Management
Information
System
[HMIS] database managed by SSF. 90%
had accessed a combination of winter
shelter and emergency shelters for the
time they were permitted: The range was
from 1 time to a high of 20 times, with
the average being 3 times
Roughly 10% passed away less than a
week after exiting a homeless program,
with 3 homeless people dying a day after
they left a program. Almost one in five
passed away within 4 weeks of exiting a
program, half had died within 6 months
of exiting a program, and two thirds
[67.4%] had died within 1 year of exiting
a program. The latter is not a surprising
statistic, since most shelters only allow
a person to stay once a year for a fixed
time period.
Over all, mortality rates for the homeless
population were about 2-3 times
higher than for the general population
in Sacramento County.
Differences
that were identified in racial/ethnic
composition of the deceased in the
general vs the homeless populations of
Sacramento County in 2010 were slightly
higher for Caucasian homeless people

[73.9% compared to 70.9%]; and much
higher for African American homeless
deaths [19.6% compared to 11.5%];
Both the homicide rate and the suicide rate
for the general population was constantly
below 2%, but fluctuated between 2%
and 12% for the homeless population,
while the percentage of alcohol and drug
related deaths was 5-7 times higher than
in the general population. The homeless
population also had a much higher
percentage of deaths in age groups from
25-74 years compared to the general
population, peaking at the 55-64 year old
group.
As a result of these statistics, we
recommend expanding the City/
County Affordable Housing Trust Fund
to increase housing resources: An
aggressive and coordinated outreach to
enroll homeless people in the Affordable
Care Act for more consistent health
care: Increased funding for year round
emergency shelters, including Safe
Ground and safe places for tents: And
increased funding for alcohol and drug
treatment services and programs.
The Sacramento Regional Coalition to
End Homelessness also recommends a
Homeless Deaths Policy Forum in the
first quarter of 2014, where all major
stakeholders are present, together
with the Sacramento County Board of
Supervisors, to review the findings and
recommendations of this report and
create a proactive action plan with the
goal of significantly lowering the number
of homeless deaths in our community.
For more information, the complete
report, or to find out how you can help,
please contact Bob Erlenbusch at bob@
srceh.org.
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Share the Wealth of the Earth

by Cathleen Williams

Looking at the systems of microbial
interdependence that sustain every organism
– including our own bodies, in the digestion
of food – Jim Durst is of the opinion that
it is time to turn away from the “empire
model” of production, a model that drives
the degradation of the planet, and has, in
fact, robbed and enslaved its people. It is
the empire that tries to dominate the land for
profit and deplete its precious, limited water,
using pesticides and commercial fertilizers
as well as over-tilling, burning of crops to
dispose of organic waste after harvest, and
mono-cropping (planting only one crop
on many acres). These practices kill the
microbes that sustain our very life on the
planet.

On its agricultural land, Yolo County produces
enormous wealth – over $350 million a year.
Its farmers produce processing tomatoes,
vegetables and wine grapes; fruit and nuts
grown in vast orchards; and, on its thousands
of level acres, field crops, such as rice, corn,
wheat, and alfalfa.
Dark as chocolate, the fine soils of Yolo
County northeast of Sacramento are plowed
to the base of the coast range, where the
slopes whiten with wild winter grasses at
this time of year. Water runs through the
land from many sources, from the ancient
sloughs fed by drainage from the mountains,
from the wide, straight ditches of the local
water district that divert water from Cache
Creek and Clear Lake, and from the wells
on farmers’ property that pump aquifers
hundreds of feet beneath the soil.
“We don’t live in scarcity, we live in
abundance,” says Jim Durst, of Durst Organic
Growers, a farm near the tiny community of
Esparto. “My great grandparents came from
Wisconsin, South Dakota, Minnesota in
1878,” Durst continues. “They planted 2,000
acres of dry land, using grain and livestock
rotations, sustainable practices they brought
from Norway, Sweden, Germany – the old
country. Now our farm is 500 acres and all
organic, returning the land to sustainability.”
“Like my ancestors, I believe that everyone
has a right to good food. Everyone is entitled
to a fair share. Whenever people came to the
door, you fed them. This has always been the
way. It goes back thousands of years – the
indigenous people of this area shared their
food, too. In fact, we know what is real in life.
What is real in our own selves is compassion.

Jim Durst talking about organic farming
That is the essence of humanity.”
Today, the Durst farm ships truckloads of
organic melons and squash to Sacramento
and Yolo food banks in the summer and fall.
As Jim explains, “I think we need to rethink
food and food production. Food banks are
a crucial channel for the distribution of
food, and they are given a lot of processed
commercial food – fat, sugar, white flour
– because when these products reach their
expiration dates, it’s either the food banks
or the dumpster. We can change that by
connecting farmers, especially organic
farmers, to hungry people.”

Jim Durst’s philosophy of a shared planet is
reflected in his approach to farming, which
he views as a relationship between the
farmer and the intricate and delicate world of
microscopic organisms (“microbes”) based
in the soil itself – part of our biosphere.
Plants have a “microbial” relationship with
the soil, through their root system, which is
called the “rhizosphere”; though that system
is not completely understood because of its
complexity, scientists are finding that roots
actually communicate with the soil through
microbes in order to translocate needed
minerals and nutrients from the soil to the
root. In turn, the plant produces sugar that
feeds the microbes.

“For all its wealth and knowledge,” Jim
commented, “for all its fine attire, a company
like Monsanto depends on the empire model,
using its influence to circumvent democracy.
The empire thinks it can own germ plasm,
which is the collection of genetic resources
stored in seeds or seedlings. But this resource
belongs to all the people.”
In addition to his own donations of organic
produce, Jim Durst has helped found an
organization, “Shared Harvest,” to connect
farmers to the Yolo County Food Bank. “The
poverty rate in Yolo County is high, around
25% for children,” he says. “Many farm
workers here left their own farms in Mexico,
and we’re seeing more workers from Central
America who have fled because of economic
conditions or even physical fear. People who
work the fields need good food. This is an
abundant world. We want to make sure it’s
shared.”

NO, NO NAPOLITANO! EDUCATION NOT DEPORTATION
By Rachel Rockholt,

a 3rd year student at U.C. Davis
majoring in Organic Farming.

.
The rhythm of “call and response”
is often heard and witnessed
in marches and protests, and it
works.
October 24th was almost like any
other business day on the campus
of University California Davis, except that groups of students were
carrying signs, blowing whistles
and banging on percussion instruments. “What was this noise, what
is it about”-- inquisitive looks were
being thrown from observers.
So why were some students chanting “Education not Deportation”?
Janet Napolitano, the former Secretary of Homeland Security (and
before that, Governor of Arizona)

is the new UC president. During
her term as head of Homeland Security, some two million undocumented residents were deported
from the country.

“During her term, there [were] more deportations than anytime in history. It wasn’t just the deportations of criminals, it was the deportation of families, it was the separation of families and there
was deportation of AB 540 students.” [students who are undocumented but qualify for lower “in
state” tuition if they meet the California residency requirements of the law.]
G. Espinoza, 2nd year UCD Student

The procession wound through the
campus. Trying to find Napolitano
felt like hide-and-go seek, except
that locked doors and security
guards were the hiding places and
the students had no access to their
new President.
As a student at University of California Davis, I remember that back
in 2011, we were met with “Pepperspray Pike,” and pepper sprayed
during a peaceful demonstration.
Now the university is bringing in
the top cop of the nation, a big wig
from the Homeland Security. We
must be active, alert, and exercise
our voices!

Linda Katahi, Chancelor of UC Davis along with Adela De La Torre UC Davis Vice Chancellor
address UC Davis students on Oct. 24,2013 Photo Courtesy Francisco Dominguez ©2013
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Stop the Tunnels

WalMart
continued from Page 1

building stores in the City. This year, on Black
Friday, she joined thousands of other members of
OURWalmart nationwide in protesting Walmart’s
low wages at 1500 Walmart stores.iii
The depth and breadth of the resistance of
Walmart employees comes as a response to economic changes that have affected the low wage
workforce in this country. As the poverty of the
“working poor” intensifies, not only Walmart
workers, but also fast food workers have turned
out by the thousands last year in hundreds of cities, including Sacramento, to protest against low
wages and low hours.
In the new economy, millions of U.S. workers’
jobs have been turned over to robots. Technological advances have made possible the outsourcing
of jobs abroad or their entire elimination in cost
cutting moves, so that hedge fund managers can
attract new investors. As one labor economist
has observed, “The competitive advantage of
Walmart is their superb distribution system…It’s
a mass sweat shop…The industry is the supply
chain, regardless of who is the technical employer. iv
Job loss and low wages are integral to the deindustrialization of America.v Main Street competitors, Mom and Pop businesses, and American
manufacturing itself, along with its unionized
workforce, have collapsed. A 1999 report predicted Walmart’s entry into Southern California
could depress wages and benefits in the region by
as much as $2.8 billion per year by driving out
competition and justifying the slashing of wages
and benefits in unionized retail stores. vi
The cost can also be tracked by looking at the
public subsidy of such low wage work.vii A recent study of ten largest fast food chains figured
the cost to tax payers at more than $3.8 billion
per year nationally; statewide, the cost to California taxpayers of safety net programs for Walmart
workers in 2004, when Walmart had 44,000
workers in the state, was $98 million.viii
Walmart also has a world-wide impact because of
its network of suppliers based in China, Bengladesh, and other low wage countries. Walmart
buys more than $1 billion in garments a year
from Bengladesh alone, and there the minimum
wage its suppliers pay is less than half of the
amount needed to survive – just $37 per month.
The deadly April, 2012 factory fire at Rana Plaza,
in Bengladesh, where Walmart jeans were sewn,
killed over a thousand workers. In 2011, Walmart
led an effort to block a plan to underwrite safety
improvements in Bengladesh.ix
The movement for a living wage is growing, and
workers like Barbara Collins are calling for an
end to retaliation, and for Walmart to publicly
commit to paying $25,000 a year (or $15.00 per
hour) and to provide more full time work. As she
says,“The Waltons wake up every day knowing
they can change the world by paying us enough
to keep us out of poverty. They choose not to.”
i U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce
Report, 5/13.
ii Interview with Barbara Collins, edited and condensed for
publication.
iii Sacramento Bee, 9/6/13, 11/30/13.
iv In These Times, “Why Walmart, Why Now?” 10/10/12.
v www.tguar.com/diary/11743/walmart-usa
vi UC Berkeley Labor Center, “Hidden Cost of Walmart
Jobs” 8/04
vii See above, UC Berkeley Labor Center, “Hidden Cost…”
8/04
viii National Employment Law Center, “Supersizing Public
Costs,” 10/13.
ix New York Times, Opinion, 1/31/13

By Dan Bacher and HW Staff
Living in this city of rivers – Sacramento –
perhaps we take the great flows, the tangle
of riparian cotton wood and tule, the slow
shine of the water at sunset – for granted.
When the Spanish explorers first tasted
the waters of the Sacramento River, it was
so fresh and sweet they named it after the
water of the sacrament.
So it makes sense that the people of this
region – homeless or not – are and should
be concerned with the state’s proposal for a
vast system of public works to divert 6.5 to
11 million of acre-feet of fresh water from
the Sacramento River north of the Delta
to the south near Tracy, greatly increasing
the capacity of current Delta pumps which
pull water from the Delta and send it south
and west in canals that stretch hundreds of
miles.
Called the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan

(BDCP), the project is estimated to cost
$54.1 billion and is backed by Governor
Brown and powerful water districts in San
Joaquin and Southern California. It involves
the construction of two giant tunnels, each
40 feet in diameter and 35 miles long, from
south of the city to Tracy. Yes, you read that
right. Thirty-five miles long. Disposal of
the “tunnel muck” will itself require acres
of land.
On December 9, when BDCP released
thousands of pages of documents for
public review and comment (which will
be taken over a 120 day period, until April
14, 2014), tribal leaders, fishermen, family
farmers, environmentalists, water agency
leaders and elected officials held a press
conference on the north steps of the State
Capitol protesting the project.
The state claims it is a “rational, balanced
plan.” Caleen Sisk, Chief and Spiritual
Leader of Winnemem Wintu Tribe,

denounced the tunnel plan as “a death
sentence for salmon and a violation
of indigenous rights.” The proposed
peripheral tunnels, estimated to cost a total
$54.1 billion, will undoubtedly kill the
Delta, a delicate mix of salt and freshwater,
that is vital to the life cycle of California
salmon as well as other fish and species,
according to Sisk.
Sisk said California’s State Water Project
and the federal Central Valley Water Project
divert too water from the San Francisco
Bay/Sacramento River Delta, the largest
estuary on the Pacific Coast, to the state’s
water brokers to supply unsustainable
industrial agriculture, destructive fracking
for oil and municipal developments in the
desert.
“There is no precedent for the killing of an
estuary of this size, so how could any study
be trusted to protect the Delta for salmon

Continued Next Page

The Longest Walk 4: Return to Alcatraz
By Francisco Dominguez
On a recent bright December day,
the drought leaving the ground hard
and the skies thick with smog, about
twenty-five native people from all over
the world trekked through Sacramento
on their way to Alcatraz Island. As
they left the region, turning from the
streets of West Sacramento to cross
the wetlands west of the City on the
bicycle path, they disappeared like a
gust of wind, the kids eagerly jogging
up front, the older folks walking more
slowly and bringing up the rear.
They left no trace, no footprints, but
their journey was historic, a sacrifice
made for the protection of Native
traditions, sacred lands and human
rights.
They gathered from Canada, New
Zealand, Mexico, and many states of
this nation; there were young people
and children, as well as weathered
veterans of years of action for Native
American sovereignty and rights,
all with worn shoes, some with
thoughtful faces, some with smiles,
riding in pick-up trucks and dusty cars
between nightly stops before picking
up the trail on foot in the morning.
They slept in tents on the ground or,
in downtown Sacramento, on the floor
of a local warehouse.
Retracing the journey of the first
longest walk in 1978, which began
in Alcatraz and ended in the nation’s
capital, this historic return to Alcatraz
began in Washington D.C. on July

15th, 2013. On December 22, 2013
the walk culminated in the Alcatraz,
with ceremonies to commemorate and
reaffirm the unity of Native peoples
forged during the 1971 occupation of
Alcatraz.
In the words of the native participants,
“We have gone to Washington D.C.
many times to seek Justice, the
protection of treaty rights, and the
continuing existence of our Peoples
and Ways of Life. They have had their
opportunity.The time has come to
reclaim for ourselves the prayers that
have gone east and bring them back
full circle to Alcatraz, the symbol of
the modern assertion of what has been
called the Red Power Movement.

Indigenous Peoples way of life.
We walk to affirm to the world that
we still continue as free and sovereign
Peoples as we define it.
We walk to remind those of our
Peoples engaged in dealing with the
nation-states that tribal sovereignty is
not defined by non-indigenous laws,
rules and regulations; nor by economic
development, good governance and
corporate structures. These elements
may be pragmatic, but they do not
define us. We walk with the spirits of
our ancestors for the present and for
the future generations so that we as a
people do not forget what makes us
Indigenous.”

We walk to educate our own Peoples on
what Tribal Sovereignty means from an

The Longest Walk 4 in West Sacramento in route to Alcatraz Island on December 15th, 2013.
Photo Courtesy Francisco Dominguez ©2013
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and other fish?” asked Sisk. “How can they
even know what the effects will be? The end of
salmon would also mean the end of Winnemem,
so the BDCP is a threat to our very existence as
indigenous people.”
At a recent public meeting in Redding, Deputy
Director of the Natural Resources Agency Jerry
Meral disclosed that the peripheral tunnels are
connected to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s
plan to raise Shasta Dam by 18.5 feet. The
dam raise would destroy or submerge nearly
40 sacred sites and destroy potential salmon
spawning areas. “We are currently working on
plans to re-introduce our salmon above the dam
into the McCloud River,” said Sisk. She said
the planned Delta tunnels will require that more
water be taken from the Trinity River and Lake
Shasta, which is fed by the Upper Sacramento,
McCloud and Pit Rivers.
Bob Wright, Senior Counsel for Friends of
the River, described the government agencies
calling the BDCP a “conservation plan” as “a
fraud on the public,” although it includes a
proposal to set aside 120,000 acres of the Delta

continued

for habitat restoration.
“The plan is to grab the water and in the
process take it away from designated critical
habitat for several already endangered and
threatened species of fish including Sacramento
River Winter-Run and Central Valley SpringRun Chinook Salmon and drive them into
extinction,” he emphasized. “That is against
the law because federal agencies are prohibited
from doing that by the Endangered Species
Act.”
“We oppose the rush to build a project that
would exterminate salmon runs, destroy
sustainable family farms and saddle taxpayers
with tens of billions in debt, mainly to benefit a
small number of huge corporate agribusinesses
on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley,” said
Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla, Executive Director
of Restore the Delta. “This proposal is fatallyflawed.”
For more information about Restore the Delta,
go to www.restoredelta.org.

Richmond Stands
Up to Wall Street
by Lisa Wuriu,
Occupy Sacramento
The foreclosure juggernaut that
began in 2008 and cost over 4.5
million families their homes has
been virtually unstoppable. Eviction
blockades, superhuman persistence
by homeowners, and sheer luck have
saved a smattering of homes, but
government programs like HAMP
and Keep Your Home California
have helped far fewer homeowners
than expected. Many activists and
economists agreed early on that to
stem the foreclosure tide, banks
needed to reduce the often bloated
principal owed by homeowners-and do this on a very large scale.
This would lower homeowners’
monthly payments, enabling many
struggling homeowners to afford to
keep their homes. It would also stop
the downward spiral of foreclosure,
poverty, blight, and community and
business deterioration.
However, despite billions of dollars
in bailouts, banks played Scrooge
when it came to principal reduction.
They claimed it would create a “moral
hazard”, supposedly encouraging
homeowners to default on their
mortgages en masse. To make things
worse, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac,
who own over 50% of the nation’s
home loans, completely slammed the
door on principal reduction.

Caleen Sisk, Chief of the Winnemen Wintu Tribe speaks out in opposition to
Governor Brown’s Twin Tunnel Project at the California State Capitol
Photo Courtesy Francisco Dominguez ©

Homeward Street Journal Needs Your Help!
Every issue we print provides a small income to
homeless and nearly homeless people. We hand
out around 9,000 papers each issue, which helps
our distributors to get by -- to be able to stay in
a motel room on the coldest nights, to be able
to buy food and survival supplies, and more.
Their work also helps them to develop valuable
business skills, establish relationships with the
community, and gives them pride in distributing
a worthwhile publication to the public.
We are asking for your support to help keep this
important project sustainable. It is now easier
than ever to donate or subscribe. We now accept
donations online at www.sacshoc.org. Donations
are tax deductible.

But late in 2011, an idea surfaced that
would give local governments a way to
reduce principal. Cities and counties,
partnering with private or nonprofit
investors, would purchase underwater
mortgages--those where homeowners
owe more than the house is worth, and
are most at risk for foreclosure--from
the lenders, at current (lower) market
value. Then they would renegotiate the
mortgage with the owners, resulting
in lower monthly payments. Eminent
domain would be used only if banks
refused to sell. “Eminent domain”
permits governments to take property
if done to benefit the public, and the
owner is fairly compensated. Since
foreclosures cause economic and
social harm to entire communities, not
just individual homeowners, stopping
foreclosures would be a legitimate
“public purpose” that justify taking
mortgages by eminent domain.
Only one city in the nation--Richmond,
CA, where 16% of homes have been
lost to foreclosure, home prices are
still barely 50% of 2006 values, and
over half of homeowners owe more
than their homes are worth--has not
caved in to pressure from Wall Street.
On September 11, after 7 hours of
public testimony, the city council, led
by Green Mayor Gayle McLaughlin,

voted 4-3 to adopt the “Richmond
CARES” plan, using eminent domain
if needed. They agreed to collaborate
only with investors who would work
to keep homeowners in their homes,
giving priority to neighborhoods
hardest hit by foreclosures. To avoid
accusations of bailing out homeowners
who used their homes as ATMs, no
homes with second mortgages would
be purchased by the city. The city
quickly asked the lenders of 624
homes to negotiate a sale.
As of December 18, none of the
lenders have responded, and the
lenders and city are at a standoff. Not
surprisingly, Wall Street hates the
plan, and threatened to financially
starve the city into submission. Banks
said they’d make it impossible to get a
home loan in Richmond. The Federal
Housing Finance Agency (FHFA)
threatened to prevent Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac from issuing loans; the
Federal Housing Authority (FHA)
warned that Richmond could forget
about getting any HUD loans. When
Richmond tried to sell a municipal
bond for $34 million on Wall Street,
there were no buyers. Not one.
Richmond may lack friends on Wall
Street, but they don’t lack courage.
“We’re not going to be intimidated
by these Wall Street folks,” says
Richmond Mayor Gayle McLaughlin.
“They’re the ones who caused this
crisis in the first place.”
Hundreds of supporters packed city
chambers on the night the council
voted 4-3 to go ahead with the plan.
Homeowners call city hall asking to
participate in the plan, according to
activist Susan Harman. The Richmond
Progressive Alliance, a powerful
community organization well versed
in fighting large corporations, most
notably Chevron, has come on board.
The Alliance of Californians for
Community Empowerment (ACCE)
has taken a vigorous leadership role.
“After years of waiting on banks
and government, we finally have
a strategy,” said ACCE campaign
director Amy Schur.
Wall Street is getting jittery; instead of
nipping Richmond’s plan in the bud,
cities all over the country are showing
real interest in adopting similar plans.
But if Wall Street financiers are losing
sleep, they have only themselves
to blame. If the big banks had been
as generous towards homeowners
as Congress was towards them, the
foreclosure crisis could have been
stopped, and they wouldn’t have to
worry about being upended by a feisty
little city who would not back down to
Wall Street’s pressure.
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TEXANISM CREATES NEW DIMINISHED VISION OF DEMOCRACY
www.chongonation.com

by the homeless science writer,

Chongo

Question: What do Texans put second to
being Texan?
Answer: Being American.
Some may consider the tone of what
follows as harsh. Indeed, it is. This
is because it MUST be, in order to
be effective in communicating the
seriousness of a threat to our nation’s
future. It seeks to illuminate that threat,
in unambiguous terms.
Political policies that have now for
decades wrought obvious ruin upon our
society – in particular, upon its young
people – continue to persist. Considering
the harsh consequences that these policies
have brought upon so many of us, such
points of view as would support them
merit the harshest social intolerance,
deserving to be nothing else but the
object of common ridicule in every form
for what they have shone themselves to
be. These policies are slowly wrecking a
nation’s future.
Using humor to bring light upon the
tragic harm that we perpetrate upon
ourselves is a kindness itself. Many of
us need to learn. Humor is an effective
way. This is because at the heart of all
mirth (humor) lies sorrow. Illuminating
the truth of sorrow through humor may
serve in some way for some to avoid that,
which harms all.
What is attempting to be illuminated
here is the stark and brutal character of
an advertising force that will confront
all of us anew in the upcoming national
elections this fall, and most of all, to call
attention to the human suffering that
this marketing campaign and the absurd
ideology behind it has brought to us
as a direct result, over the past several
decades, during which time so many
have been captivated by its spell.
One state stands as an indisputable
example of how much damage can
be done, as well as provide the living
country/western nightmare that may be
what awaits in the future for so many who
will be the victims of its blind tradition
of faith in the right (all manifestations,
Tea Party, Libertarians, Evangelical
right, etc.). I speak, of course, of the
most stunning example of said faith,
namely the state that teaches its students
that it alone is the center of the world,
in a glorious version of world history
centered around its most famous battle,
“The Alamo,” starring John Wayne and
other stars wearing heavy make-up on

the dusty plains, in a war for “freedom”
from Mexican rule.
So why, in particular, pick on Texans and
on others who admire them in my attack
on the right, not only in this article, but
also as was done in the previous? (Be
assured that this is, by no means, intended
to be the last article on Texanism and the
right as well; more will surely follow.)
It is for three (3) reasons that I choose
Texas as my right wing example.
Before stating why, please understand
that Texas is certainly NOT the only
state deserving mention. There are many
states trying to emulate the cowboy state.
There hardly exists another state Texas
providing such a stunning example of
the extent of damage that right wing Tea
Party Libertarian thinking is capable of
achieving. This thinking is capable of even
far greater damage than that achieved in
its shutdown of the government this last
October, and most significantly, with far
more permanent effects.
Single-handedly, the right has worked
diligently to remove the U.S. from among
the leading nations in education, sending
it downhill, a direction into which it
continues to decline, and from which it
is unlikely to recover, thus guaranteeing
the survival of the right wing as a voting
element of the less educated, because
less educated voters predictably vote
reactionary (right wing). This is because
voting reactionary avoids having to
think. If you educate them, some of them
think, they become less gullible, and vote
differently.
Returning to the question of the first
reason for choosing Texas as an example
of right wing vision is that recently the
Texas legislature unanimously passed
a law removing algebra from required
high school graduation curriculum – the
unanimous legislative support surely
being a cause for rejoicing there. That
is to say, young adults graduating from
high school need never be exposed to
the language of formal mathematics,
other than in the most rudimentary forms
as would be taught by the time one
completed elementary school.
Perhaps Texans see this act by their
legislators of granting new “freedoms”
– freedom from forced education – as a
liberating expression of “states rights.”
Other states may even be inspired and
follow the Texan lead. Parents in states
where these laws are passed not wanting
their children to be better educated than
them will no longer be forced to home
school children in order keep them from

learning any math beyond arithmetic,
guaranteeing that their children never
learn science outside of a creationist
classroom (or text book?). Creationism is
very easy to learn, it consists of a single
sentence.
Texan school children can now enjoy the
freedom of NOT having to learn the most
fundamental form of the very language
of science itself, while enjoying all the
benefits of the science creating their
modern world – and without having to
learn math. Furthermore, and although
they can hardly even know why because
a lack of understanding of the most
rudimentary and elementary tools for
understanding why will have been
removed from their learning experience,
they will be FREE from having to learn
anything else ever again, excluding
themselves from a vast landscape of
interesting and enlightening ideas of
which instead they will be wholly
unaware for the duration of their entire
lives (choosing instead, platitudes, for
giving meaning to their lives in what will
be their far narrower world).
The third reason for choosing Texas as
a target is an even more personal one. I
myself have first-hand knowledge of the
failures of the Texas educational system,
having seen it in action, thus having seen
the damage that the Texas educational
system (and southern corruption, in
general) can do, and having become fairly
educated despite so many working so
diligently against that end, which makes
me a sort of authority on the subject
of bad education, specifically, Texas
education (as well as wholly providing
also the right to speak of it in the stark
and candid terms that I feel I must).
Texanism may provide a preview of
what being an American will become in
many parts of the country as the voting
population becomes progressively less
educated which is what is definitely
happening in many other states besides
Texas. The right wing may be dying,
but it is doing so far more slowly than
is politically healthy for the country. In
the meantime, it is guaranteeing that
its members may someday be replaced,
once there are enough under-educated
voters to fill the ranks again.
We can expect another right wing uprising,
under the banner of “Libertarianism,”
a word whose definition few will know
other than that it sounds like the word
“liberty.” They will not even know that
liberty only has meaning with respect
to understanding, which introduces the
point that we should list the achievements

of the right wing Tea Party Libertarians
in Texas.
1. Texas executes moreAmerican citizens
than all other states combined. Texans
may claim to want less government,
yet are willing to pay dearly for their
government to exercise its ‘liberty’
to kill its own, among whom have
been many innocent and many who
were hopelessly mentally ill. To be
Texan, one must either change the
meaning of the word liberty or lie
about what it means.
2. Texas is the example of Draconian
laws and long harsh prison
sentences. The Texan penal system
is a multi-billion dollar industry in
America, incarcerating as well as
supervising a huge percentage of the
population, and what is overlooked,
now employing an absolutely
colossal work force, who’s lobbies
now hold government by the throat,
yet endorsed by so many local
economies and local voters who
benefit from the harm that we do to
our own.
3. Consistent with keeping packed
prisons filled, thereby creating
demand that new ones constantly be
under construction (again, with the
endorsement of local communities
that benefit), a drug war, that is a
war perpetrated by the government
against its own people creating
enormous opportunity for organized
crime and the business that moralism
is, will perpetually and unstoppably
plague what would otherwise be a
more modern world.
4. Texans will continue to be the least
insured people in the country and
vote to remain so.
5. Texans will continue voting to assure
that their children remain “free”
from forced learning.
6. The battle against science will
continue despite the standard model
of particle physics having been
confirmed by the detection of the
Higgs boson and Steven Hawking
using this model to prove that the
universe was never created.
7. “New Texans” will move to Texas
from out-of-state, seeking Texasstyle liberty.
© 2013, Chongo (C. Tucker),
All rights reserved. Visit: www.
chongonation.com

Page 7 Homeward 18.1

1ST Place Winner
Echo
by Christine Easterly

Poetry Contest Winners
Many interesting and powerful poems were submitted in response to Homeward Street
Journal’s first annual Poetry Contest -- making the choice of winners difficult for the judge,
poet Sarah Menefee from San Francisco. Please enjoy the poems!

Her bare arms echoed her naked need.
Hungry, she pushed her tray down the line,
piled her plate with pasta and potatoes
stew and string beans—
all we had, simmering on the stoves.
Drugged, she set down her tray
and laid her head to rest.
The meds made wakefulness hard
and the servers whispered
about her ungratefulness
sleeping instead of eating.
He approached her,
laid a hand on her arm.
Rest, he said.
Your food will be here for you.
This tray
this seat
this moment of respite is yours alone.

Honorable Mention
Have you seen
by Wendy Patrice Williams
Have you seen
on the frontage road
in Vallejo off 80 east
men in sweatshirts,
baseball caps, khaki,
pacing asphalt
waiting for a pickup,
a decisive wave of hand?
Have you seen
their shoulders,
legs and backs break
soil, tar roofs, mow
expansive green lawns?
Does this chill, pale,
cloud-filled sky
penetrate their hearts?
How long will they walk
the broken white line?

2nd Place Winner
DOWNTOWN HOMELESS MAN PT.1
by Donelle Bledsoe, Sr.
HIS EXPRESSION DECADES HE ROAMS MANSION FLATS
CITY DISTRICT EXPOSED TIRED WEAK WILL I NEVER GO
WITHOUT ASSITTENCES A YEALY RUNNY NOSE COLD
NIGHTS HE IS NOW AND THEN “THE DOWNTOWN
HOMELSS MAN”.
NOT TODAY PUT MY STOMACH IS EMPINESS FROM BEING
CAST AWAY THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS TO NOW BECAUSE
I DECIDED DROP OUT OF MIDDLE SCHOOL AM THE
HOMELESS IS RETARED FOR ONLY WANTING FOOD &
WARMTH YES CONFUSED SOME THINK THIS SELF ABUSED
MY SHADOW HAS SORROW BUT WHY IS THAT TODAY AND
TOMMROW? I HOLD ON CONCRET AT NIGHT REFUSSING
TO FOLD INTO A ROCK MYSELF CONFINMENT.
KEEP TO MYSELF AND HOMELESS BROTHERES & SISTERS
THEY SAY “IF YOU WANNA BE RICH HANG AROUND RICH
PEOPLE” I GUESS I’M NOT RICH BECAUSE I LIVE CONCREAT
SLEEPING BAG CITY!
SELF NO PERSON DOWNTOWN HOMELESS MAN TOLD, BAD
ODOR NO FRESH CLOTHING WEEKS OF NO HOT SHOWER
DAY AND NIGHT.SACRAMENTO I AM NOT AFFARED OF
BEING ALIVE I WILL FIND A PAYING JOB TO PAY MY TAXS TO
FUND THE PROGRAMS THAT IS NOW KEEP ME ALIVE.
DOWNTOWN HOMELESS MAN WILL YOU FIND WORK TO BE
PAID BECAUSE HOMELESS AID YOU CAN NOLONGER STAY
HE CAN NOT STAY HIS BURDEN IS MYSELF NOT SERVING
JUMPING THROUGH MY OWN ISSUES OF HOOPS CAN
NOLONGER LIE WHY?
NOW ALONE WITH NO PHONE
I AM FREE ON THE INSIDE BUT MY SHADOW IS FREE ON MY
OUTSIDE MY MIND AND HANDS FOCUSES ON COLLECTING
CAN AND BOTTOLS WHILE MY PRIDE I EAT CHEW AND
SWALLOW
ABSORBENT OF CITY LIFE TORMENT SO MADNESS
DOWNTOWN HOMELESS MAN CAN OFFER YOU ALL ONE
PROMISE “ABANDAMENT” STRESS PASS AS AWAITING
HIS SHARE FREE LUNCH FOOD GIVE-AWAY ALOAVE AND
FISH SHARE OF A TRUE BLESSING TO MY COMMUNITY
FORGETING OBSTACLES ARE STAINED ONE HOUR AGO A
FULL STAMACH @ A FRIENDSHIP PARK THEIR DOWNTOWN
HOMELESS MAN SPEAK A WORD OF “GOODAFTERNOON”
STILL JOURNEY OF DISTANCE AWAY FOR MY OWN HOME
JOB.
FOR NOW CONTINUING ALLOWING FOCUSING ON A
DREAM WHILE THIS LIFE I PART TAKE IS MEAN BUT REBORN
IS THE DOWN TOWN HOMELESS MAN!

3rd Place
Winner
Anomalous
by David Iribarne
Do you ever think about
what it’s like to hear a voice
no one else hears?
Do you ever wonder
what it is like to have
an imaginary friend as an adult.
To fall apart
to be apart at the seams
not sure of where the pieces go
of how they fit back together.
To have no one understand
not even yourself.
To be labeled constantly
to be separated
to be put in a room
where you know no one
to never feel safe.
Constantly question
the outcome
the surroundings
the feelings.
All of it matters
all of it matters
none of it matters.
Back and forth
racing in your mind.
changes always changes.
To have everyone hear you
to have everyone look at you
To have no one look at you.
To have no one hear you.
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Yes!

Welcome to

I want to see HOMEWARD,

a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento.
Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription.
Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

18.1

Office Use Only

Received

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
and mail to: PO Box 952 Sacramento, CA 95812
clip & mail coupon

HOMELESS RESOURCES
Night Shelters

Women & Children

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Dinner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays at
1PM. 442-0331

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32:
Breakfast for Women and children 8am9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for
women and families.

St. Johnís Shelter: Women and Children.
4410 Power Inn Rd. Call between 10am &
3pm for space availability. 453-1482
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority.
7:30pm Chapel Service with meal afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents. Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to
all homeless men: 447-3268
Next Move (formerly SAEHC)
24 hr
Family Shelter; Families, single adults
with children who have no other resource:
Womenís Refuge; single women, no children: Call for screening/space availability
455-2160
Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many
services
Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church
service 7:00pm required, dinner following
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch
at noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on
Sundays .
WomenísCivic Improvement Center: Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30
lunch M-F 452-2866
Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays, 811 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing
Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sunday 1:30 pm. All Welcome.
Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5
pm All Welcome.
Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after
10 am church service; dinner 6:30 pm after 5 pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7
pm after 6 pm church service. Must attend
services. 452-7078

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast: M-W-F continental breakfast for
women and children. 454-9688
see Wind in Youth Services for young
adults
Free Clothing
Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave.
(at Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri. 4561980
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women
and Children: Wed. only. Call for appointment to go in at 11am, 1 or 1:30pm, or attend Bible study at 9:15am and get clothing
at 10am 447-3268
Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all
welcome. 452-7078
Medical
Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children: Nurseís office in Friendship park
7:30am & 12:30pm. 446-3345
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway (Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am
- 12:30 pm 874-8300
Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless
Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri., 811:30am Tues 8-11:30am only. Mental
Health evaluation, medication if needed.
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
443-6972
TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.íAí St. Blding.
A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to transitional living programs, independant living,
mental health support services; SSI/SSDI
application assistance;
Walk-ins 811am M-F 440-1500
Genesis: Professional Counseling for life
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeLaney Center). 699-1536
Youth Services
Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old. Hot Line
call 1-800-339-7177

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers;
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M ñ F
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to
2pm. 443-8333
Crisis Intervention
WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault and their children. Referrals to court mandated battery
intervention programs, Safe house, 24 hr.
crisis line: 920-2952
AIDS / HIV
AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent
housing services to homeless persons living with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Education and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care,
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and
regional prevention/ed classes.
4433299
Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach
Program provides direct services to people
living with AIDS and HIV. Transportation
to social services, medical appointments,
job interviews, and housing assistance.
447-2437

Homeward:

Please help us make a differance!

About SHA
The Sacramento Housing Alliance is a network of concerned
citizens who promote decent affordable housing for low income
households and homeless people
through advocacy and participation in public discourse.
For more info, or if you would
like to participate, please call:

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org
1800 21st Street Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811
The SHA does not itself
provide or manage housing.
Veterans
VA Outreach: 1-800-827-1000
Homeless VA Coordinator:(916) 364-6547
Mather VA Social Works: help getting
DD-214, any vet. (916) 843-7064

Miscellaneous
Francis House Center: 1422 C St. 9:00noon walk-in - direct services resource
counseling, vouchers for IDs, Dvr Licenses, Birth Certs, Transp Assistance;
noon-3:00 - appts for in-depth resource
counseling; by appt: Senior/Disability/
Verteranís advocacy, notary service. Job
Development Center open 9am-3pm MTuW-F and noon-3pm Th. Motel vouchers for
qualified families. 443-2646

Homeward
Street
Journal has been publishing since 1997 as
a non-profit project
of the Sacramento
Homeless Organizing
Committee, which is a member of the
Sacramento Housing Alliance. The
paper’s mission is to alleviate miscommunication between communities by
educating the public about housing and
poverty issues, and by giving homeless people a voice in the public forum.
Homeward also informs homeless persons of shelter and occupational assistance, and acts as a creative self-help
opportunity for those individuals who
wish to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward
are those of the authors, and not necessarily the Sacramento Housing Alliance or SHOC or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy
We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other
writing can be submitted at our office
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the address below.
All writing submitted for publication
will be edited as necessary, with due
respect for the author’s intent. The editors will attempt to consult with an author if changes are necessary, however,
the paper will go to print with the story
as edited if the author is unavailable.
All Letters to the Editor must be signed
to be published. If the writer wishes to
remain anonymous s/he should so state,
but the letter must still be signed .
Poetry and graphics will not be edited,
either the paper will publish the submission or not.

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

In submitting articles to the paper,
authors give their permission to print
their submissions in accordance with
the above stipulations, as well as possible reprinting in NASNA member
papers, with due byline. Any requests
for stories outside the above three will
be referred to the author.

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.
8747720.

Employment Development Department
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) MF8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services.
227-0300

Subscriptions are available with a
$15 contribution. Make checks out to
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee).

Legal Aid

Medi-Cal:
1-800-773-6467,1-888-7471222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725
28th St. 916-874-2256

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with
the Homeward Street Journal in
any way.
Participants with the
paper are not allowed to solicit for
donations for L&F, nor make any
reference regarding the relationship
between Loaves & Fishes and this
newspaper whatsoever.

Harm Reduction Services: 40001 12 Ave.;
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing;
case management for HIV; free medical
clinic, needle exchange. 456-4849

Disability Rights, CA: Free legal services
for people with disabilities. Call for appt.
toll free: TTY:(800)776-5746
Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assistance and advocacy for problems related to homelessness. 446-0368
Legal Services of Northern California, Inc:
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm,
1pm-5pm. Problems with public benefits,
landlord / tenant, divorce clinic. Call for
appt. 551-2150
Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps,
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.
736-0616
Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer Free
Consultation (916) 658-1880

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm, and
Wed 4pm-7pm. 456-1980.

Social Security Office: 8581 Folsom Blvd
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F
9am-4:30pm 381-9410: Natl line 1-800772-1213
211 Sacramento
Dial 211
for tele-info & referral service
Califorina Youth Crisis Line:
1-800-843-5200
Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
PO Box 952
Sacramento, CA 95812
The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156
The paper may also be
E-mailed at
homeward2@yahoo.com
On the web at:
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

