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By Paula Lomazzi
During the weekend before Martin Luther
King Day, 11 cities in three states participated
in the West Coast Days of Action to bring
attention to the need for Homeless Bills of
Rights. Homeless Bill of Rights are necessary
because homeless people in cities across the
nation are being prohibited from sleeping,
sitting or lying down to rest, living in their
vehicles, and other acts that are required in
order to survive. Cities and counties have
made laws against these acts of living, instead
of increasing capacity in their emergency
shelters and housing programs.
Sacramento homeless people and supporters
took part in the Actions by holding a
Homeless Justice Day on January 17,
organized
by
Sacramento
Homeless
Organizing Committee. A mass of people
marched from Loaves & Fishes with drums
booming, shouting chants and bouncing
protest signs, to City Hall and the County
Board of Supervisors where they delivered
20’ scrolled Cease & Desist notices including
hundreds of signatures. At each location was
a rally with an opening performance by the
Raging Grannies, followed by speakers.

Photo Collage of State-wide Rallys - Courtesy Western Regional Advocacy Project

Delegations were sent into the offices to
deliver the demands: “Quit criminalizing
homelessness! Quit harassing, ticketing
or threatening to ticket people for living
outdoors; for sitting, praying, laying down,
standing or resting on public property as
long as they are not blocking passages and
entrances! Quit attempting to rid homeless
people from downtown or other areas, unless
those attempts involve providing housing,
shelter, or areas where homeless people
can set up a tent near sanitation facilities
– voluntarily! Quit similarly prohibiting
or discouraging people from being in their

legally owned and registered vehicles! Quit
locking up and otherwise decommissioning
public restrooms! Quit harassing, ticketing
or threatening to ticket individuals and
groups from eating and sharing food! Quit
prosecuting infractions without allowing and
providing legal counsel! The above policies
inflict added hardships on homeless people,
endangers their lives, and prevent them from
achieving the stability necessary to end their
homelessness.” Though the order was not
associated with a legal threat, the demands
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Sacramento County Weakens Affordable Housing Policy
By Sally MacDonald Ooms
“Accountable representation of any poor
people’s community ensures that sometimes—
at certain periods a lot of times—you’re going
to lose the fight. And you have to take pride
in the fact that you know ultimately you’re
not going to be defeated and that what is
important to the people you’re representing
isn’t did you win the fight? What is important
is did you put up a fight? Did you take a
stand? Are you willing to lick your wounds
and keep fighting again tomorrow?”
-Paul Boden, Executive Director
Western Regional Advocacy Project
Give people an opportunity to stabilize their
lives and they will do it. That is what Darryl
Rutherford, head of Sacramento Housing
Alliance (SHA), has experienced.
He said Sacramento County’s Affordable
Housing Ordinance, a forward-thinking
inclusionary ordinance designed to ensure
homes were built for low income people within
future developments, was a way to address
the poverty that segregates people and pushes
them into homelessness. But the Sacramento

County Board of Supervisors voted Feb. 10
to eliminate its enlightened ordinance, passed
in 2004. The now-defunct ordinance required
developers to build 15 percent of units in
master planned communities as housing for
low-, very-low and extremely-low income
people.
The county has now adopted a housing
ordinance that requires developers to simply
pay an in-lieu fee. This relieves developers
of having to build affordable housing units
within their developments. Instead they
will now pay $2.50 per square foot to go
into a county affordable housing trust.
Commissioners had also voted for a cap of
$5,500 per unit which meant developers
would not be paying a square footage fee for
houses over 2,200 square feet. Supervisor
Don Nottoli, the only supervisor of the five
who was not in favor of such a low in-lieu
fee, said that in the council’s final vote Feb.
25, the cap was removed.
The Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment
Agency (SHRA) had disapproved the fee-only
$2.50 amount in a resolution that advised $4
to $5 per square foot to help the county meet

its Regional Housing Needs Allocation as
determined by the Sacramento Area Council
on Governments. SHRA had also petitioned
the county to up the percentage of affordable
housing units in new developments.
Affordable
housing
advocates
and
organizations say that the fee-only option
sends the county in the direction of further
segregation by race and income level. They
say that overturning the ordinance was an
unreasonable move on the county’s part, and
point out that it was never given a chance to
fly.
Although the scrapped ordinance had been on
the books since 2004, developers immediately
brought lawsuits against it as soon as it passed,
hamstringing attempts to put it into action.
The downturn in the economy dealt a blow
as well when the housing industry virtually
shut down and new home building came to
a standstill.
Rutherford says 110 communities in
California have inclusionary policies of
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Affordable Housing Policy
sorts, each based on the needs of the
community. “Sacramento County’s was
kind of one-of-a-kind in that it targeted
people with very low and extremely low
incomes,” he said.
An open letter SHA sent to the
supervisors when they were considering
dismantling the requirements for
developers to provide extremely low
income housing notes that these are “our
fellow Sacramentans on social security,
disabled people, seniors, veterans and
other community members on fixed
incomes.” SHA called the county’s move
tragic and warned that it “already makes
a bad situation worse.”
Rutherford says that the make-up of
the county board is more conservative
now than when the landmark ordinance
became law. In addition, according to
Sacramento County’s website, Executive
Officer Bradley Hudson has a reputation
for “stimulating economic growth and
development.” This translates into a board
and administrative climate that is largely
pro-development and “developers have
deep pockets,” Rutherford said. “They
contribute heavily to elected officials’
campaigns. This allows them access to
power brokers that we don’t get.”
“All the debates were at the board of
supervisors,” he said. “We had to make
a case at the dais and what we had to say
pretty much fell on deaf ears.”
Developers were proposing a $1.50
per square foot fee, while the county
administration came up with the $2.50
per square foot based on staff research.
However, Rutherford says that within
the county’s calculations were subsidies
that came from the redevelopment
agency in which 20 percent of a
redevelopment zone’s taxes would
go to affordable housing. Gov. Jerry
Brown cut redevelopment agencies, said
Rutherford. “The county calculations
were made according to when they had
a deep subsidy.
“The county thinks it can still meet the
10 percent affordable housing target,”
he says. “We see closer to 4 percent
affordable housing based on our
numbers.”
Sacramento
Housing
Alliance
originally proposed a $6 fee but was
willing to see $4 and no cap. “And we
wanted some assurance that during
these developments, the funds be used
to make affordable housing within new
communities with access to infrastructure,
grocery stores and other amenities, and
good schools—all the things that come
with a new housing development.”
John Foley, director of Sacramento Self
Help Housing (SSHH) said it is getting
more and more challenging to find his
clients places to lease in nice family
neighborhoods where there is access to
public transportation and jobs.
His organization serves as advocate
for people looking for housing who
are having trouble meeting landlords’
requirements like a double fee for moving

in or who have an inadequate credit
history. SSHH also commonly works to
create arrangements with landlords to
allow shared living situations.
Foley said his organization wishes the
county had made a real commitment
to seeing that developers provide lowincome housing in neighborhoods they
are developing so that it is not just the
wealthy who can live there—“so, for
example, the barista can actually live
within walking distance of the Starbucks
where he or she works.”
Foley said that lawmakers are the ones
who have to insist on such requirements
of builders, that it is not something
developers are inclined to do on their
own.
He said that nationally there is much
fretting about the rich getting richer and
the gap that is widening monetarily, “but
rents continue to go up and landlord
requirements continue to increase. But
people’s incomes are not going up and
the opportunities to find places to live are
shrinking.”
Steve Watters, executive director of
SafeGround Sacramento said it doesn’t
look as though enough affordable
housing is going to be available for the
county’s homeless population. And, he
says that the federal Housing and Urban
Development Agency, once responsible
for creating affordable housing, is not
supporting any new housing projects
even though getting people off the streets
and into shelter is their priority.
Watters said SafeGround is working on
what they feel is a good beginning solution
for temporary or transitional housing for
homeless people in Sacramento. His
organization is seeking a 2 ½-acre plot of
land to establish a community for roughly
100 people in energy-efficient cabins,
built around a community center and
with places for social service providers’
meetings and job readiness workshops.
While Watters and his group see this as a
good collaborative solution, “this is just
to provide a model, get people services
and get these folks off the streets. But it
is not going to solve homelessness.”
SHA’s Rutherford sees Sacramento
County’s move to remove inclusionary
requirements as the harbinger of a
downward spiral. “Too long government
has allowed communities of color to live
in areas without access to good schools,
fresh food and proper infrastructure,” he
said.
“As long as government is unwilling to
come in and address these concentrated
areas (of poverty) they will fall into
decay, there will be more blight. People
are a product of the community they live
in. If they grow up in the midst of blight,
crime and decay, they don’t know they
can live otherwise.”
Tamie Dramer, housing advocate and
organizing director for SHA says, “I
think there’s a concerted organized
campaign that the building industry
association is going jurisdiction by
jurisdiction to water down our housing
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ordinances and convince elected officials
that these ordinances are a hindrance to
them building again.
“In actuality all they are trying to do is to
maximize their profits. And the truth is
that the building industry is as culpable
as the banking industry for the economic
situation that we’re in. The banks overlent and the builders over-built and now
they’re coming scootching on their backs
like spoiled three year olds asking to be
deregulated. And our elected officials
need to stand strong and tell them, ‘No,
not this time.’”
Where Do We Go From Here?
The requirement for developers to
build inclusionary housing began to
crumble in 2009 with what is referred
to as the Palmer Decision. A California
Court of Appeal agreed with a Los
Angeles developer when he argued that
requiring him to set aside rental units for
inclusionary use violated a state law that
allowed landlords to set initial rents.
Since then, there have been several other
court rulings detrimental to inclusionary
housing provisions, as well as a 2013
bill, introduced by Assembly Member
Toni Atkins of San Diego which would
have re-established the authority of local
governments to impose inclusionary
requirements as a condition of
development approvals.
Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed the bill
saying, “how difficult it can be to attract
development to low and middle income
communities. Requiring developers
to include below-market units in their
projects can exacerbate these challenges,
even while not meaningfully increasing
the amount of affordable housing in a
given community.”
Atkins has said she is not giving up the
fight and that there are still opportunities,
even if it is an uphill battle.
Locally, SHA’s Rutherford said, “The
world is full of long-term community
activists and a younger creative force
advocating for affordable housing. We
will all fight the fight. We won’t give up,
regardless of the political climate.”
Meanwhile, the Sacramento City Council
is in the process of reviewing its MixedIncome Housing Ordinance which has
required residential developers to build 5
percent low income units and 10 percent
very low income units in projects of
10 dwellings or more. The ordinance
applied to “new growth areas.”
In September, the council voted to apply
whatever changes they make to their
low-income ordinance so that it applies
citywide. But it became apparent that
council members are thinking in terms of
allowing the in-lieu fee option over the
present percentage of affordable houses
to be built in new developments.
Project manager for the city’s update,
Greg Sandlund said city staff has found
that some in-fill developers are having
a hard time because they incurred
disproportionate costs for cleaning up lots

and that these costs made the developers’
projects “more risky. Large greenfield
developers can obtain investment money
easier and they can spread out their
infrastructure costs.” On the other hand,
he said, the council wants to see more of
the in-fill type projects in the city.
Sandlund said the September council
meeting “included a roomful of
passionate people” and that subsequent
city-sponsored workshops to examine
proposed changes are “what we like to
see.”
Sacramento housing and homeless rights
advocates and faith based-organizations
have all called for frequent public input
workshops to safeguard that the city
does not back down on its requirements
for developers.
“We are doing lots of outreach,”
Sandlund said. “There will be another
round of community workshops in April
or May to present the draft ordinance.”
The council is expected to adopt a new
ordinance in July.
While local communities and counties are
revisiting their affordable ordinances—
in most cases to pull the cinch around
low-income people by eliminating
or decreasing builders’ obligations to
provide affordable housing—there is a
glimmer of hope in the form of Senate
Bill 391.
First of all it recognizes that there is a
problem with low-income and homeless
people not having housing, and gives
data showing the need to remedy the
state’s crisis in this area.
According to the bill’s statistics:
•While California has 12 percent of
the U.S. population, it contains 21.4
percent of its homeless population.
•Seventy-three percent of the people
experiencing
homelessness
in
California “fell into it” because they
could not afford a place to live.
•Sixty-two percent of homeless
Californians are unsheltered; 14
percent are vets; 20 percent are
families.
•California has the second lowest home
ownership rate in the nation.
•Minimum wage earners have to work
120 hours per week to afford a twobedroom apartment.
In summary, it says that millions are
affected by the state’s “chronic housing
shortage.” Included are seniors, veterans,
working families, people with disabilities
both mental and physical, agricultural
workers, people exiting jails and prisons,
domestic violence survivors and former
foster and transitioning youth.
One of the provisions of Senate Bill 391
is to build safe and affordable apartments
and single-family homes for Californians
in need, including families, veterans,
seniors, people with disabilities and
people experiencing homelessness.
The bill would impose a fee of $75 at
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the time of recording for every
real estate instrument, paper or
notice required or permitted by
law to be recorded. It would create
state-mandated local programs
for affordable housing, with
revenues from the fees to go into
the California Homes and Jobs
Trust Fund to support affordable
housing and administer housing
programs.
The bill would also create 29,000
jobs annually in the state, primarily
in construction.
Karen Naungayan, community
and development coordinator
for Housing California, said the
bill passed through all Senate
committees last year and has made
its way through two Assembly
committees. It is now in the
Appropriations Committee, which
has until August to pass it.
“We need to get it out sooner,”
Naungayan said. “Not wait until
August. We would like to move it
out sooner than later.”
Housing California, a voice for
Californians needing homes, has
been spearheading actions “to
keep the steady drumbeat going”
so the committee will pass the bill.
SB 391 then will go back to the
full Senate for its approval of any
amendments.
As yet there have been no
amendments but discussion has
centered on the concerns that
document fees might adversely
affect lower-income homeowners.
“Concerns have been raised that
paying these real estate-related
fees might work a hardship on the
very people the law is intended
to help,” Naungayan said. “How
might we exempt them, is one
question.”
Housing
California
urges
Californians get involved via
their website to help pass the bill.
Housing California has generated
a petition to sign which, based
on zip code, sends it directly
to the appropriate assembly
member. Other action information
and alerts are available on the
website as well as through Twitter
and Facebook. The website is:
californiahomesandjobsact.org.
Sally Ooms is a journalist and author
of the book “Finding Home: How
Americans Prevail”.

New Affordable Housing

While You Were Away
by Erica Fonseca
Imagine leaving your home and returning
to nothing. Even worse, imagine returning
to your home and it has been physically
relocated with all of your precious
belongings inside. This would be tragic.
Under
Sacramento’s
Anti-Camping
Ordinance this is reality for hundreds
of people.
Left without physical and
emotional comfort, with nothing more
than a report number -if they‘re even given
one- they must embark on an arduous
search for their confiscated property. This
search, this uphill battle perpetuated by
the criminalizing homeless policies of
Sacramento, is a search that’s begun daily
in the homeless community.
For Sheldon Washington, the Anti-Camping
Ordinance came crashing down on him,
when he returned to a barren campsite
early Wednesday morning after running a
quick errand. Left in his campsite’s wake
was an empty space - the only evidence of
his presence there was the lightly stained
cement where he had repeatedly laid his
sleeping bag. With no report number, and
no idea how to go about tracking down his
confiscated property, Sheldon felt panicked
and hopeless.
Sheldon became homeless in late 2013
after he was evicted from his home for his
inability to pay his PG& E bill. At the age
of 59, Sheldon found himself alone and
homeless with only two suitcases, a lawn
chair, and a wheel chair left to his name.
He was just four months homeless before
Sheldon had his property confiscated and
wound up in my office at The Tommy
Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic (TCLC).
Sheldon came to me with a story that,
unfortunately, is not unique to him. It is a
narrative that replays itself over and over
again at TCLC. Because it is illegal to
“camp” – a problematically defined term
outlined within the city’s Anti-Camping
ordinance (Chapter 12.52)- people
experiencing homelessness are subjected to
the incessant risk of property confiscation
and ticketing at anytime by one of four law
enforcement agencies: Sacramento Police
Department, California Highway Patrol
(CHP), Sacramento County Sheriff’s
Department, or Sacramento County Park
Rangers.
The location from which their property
is confiscated determines which agency
has jurisdiction to seize it, where they
keep it, and procedures for getting it
back. In Sheldon’s case, his property
was confiscated from a location within
The Sacramento Police Department’s
jurisdiction, information we discovered

only after calling the other three agencies
first, in our failed attempts to hunt down
his belongings. Without a report number,
one is asked to provide the date, time,
and location the property was taken, and
expected to remember and describe the
property they believe was confiscated.
This can be especially challenging when
people are experiencing mental illness,
substance abuse, or an infinite number
of other potential hardships within the
homeless community.
After speaking with numerous officials
from the various law enforcement
agencies responsible for property seizure,
I was assured repeatedly that it is their
“strict and formal policy to leave a report
number”. In fact, many of the people
I spoke with seemed incredulous that
homeless people were not receiving report
numbers following the removal of their
property, illuminating the disconnect
between formal polices and the way they
play out in actuality.
To further exemplify this disconnect,
The Sacramento PD has a “60 Day SafeKeeping Policy. However, numerous
people have shared with me the traumatic
experience of watching their belongings get
confiscated, only to be thrown away later
by the police. After following up with The
Sacramento PD, I was yet again assured
by the annoyed voice on the other end of
the phone that “the Sacramento PD leaves
reports numbers”, and I was welcome to
follow up with their Professional Standards
Unit.
I did, twice. That was two weeks ago and I
have yet to hear anything back.
Similarly, The Park Rangers, once they
confiscate a person’s belongings, hold the
property for an arbitrary amount of time,
and expect the individuals whose property
was taken to schedule an appointment with
a ranger to get their belongings back. At
face value this is not that unreasonable, but
in reality there are many barriers that stand
in the way for a homeless person to reclaim
their property. From fear of being ticketed,
to the inability to get to the storage facility
where their property is located, there are
a myriad of reasons why the policy of
“schedule an appointment to get your
things back, it’s simple”, isn’t that simple,
and actually is quite unrealistic and creates
unnecessary hardship for people.
It’s not only that the policies regarding
property confiscation are unrealistic,
punitive, and cruel, they function to
sustain the myth that homeless people and
their belongings are disposable. A myth
that makes it possible for law enforcement
officers to enforce policies that make it

legal to steal people’s belongings, hold
them captive, and eventually throw them
away- precious memories and ID cards
included!
Additionally, these policies are left
unchallenged because of the classist
assumption that a home is something with
walls, a roof, a yard, and a mortgage or
rent. In conceptualizing “home” within
such a narrow framework, dismantling
people’s campsites becomes an act of
“cleaning up” or “clearing out the trash”,
rather than destroying a home. But as we
all know, a home is so much more than
a building. It is a place of familiarity, of
comfort, love, and safety- both physical
and emotional. Indeed, by this definition
many homeless people have created
homes and communities for themselves. In
thinking of home in a broader, more holistic
sense, the Anti-Camping Ordinance, and
the subsequent removal and disposal of
people’s homes reveals itself as the unjust
and shameful policy it is.
What is necessary NOW is the complete
abolition of Sacramento’s Anti-Camping
Ordinance and a radical transformation in
the way city officials, law enforcement, and
the community at large define, discuss, and
thinks about homeless issues. For indeed
it is societal myths and prejudices that are
currently guiding homeless policies, not
a comprehensive understanding of this
dynamic community, leading to inefficient,
expensive, and morally wrong city codes
and laws.
At TCLC we have had victories in which
we were able to help our clients track
down their belongings and returned in
their entirety, Sheldon’s case was not as
fortunate. Because Sheldon possessed a
wheel chair that was labeled “Property
of Sutter Hospital” , the officer who
confiscated his property felt it was better
to throw away the wheel chair, rather than
return it, on the grounds that it was assumed
to be stolen. It is assumptions just like this
that exemplify an accepted discourse that
equates homelessness with criminality, in
need of policing.
It is time to re-imagine ways we can
address the “issue” of homelessness
outside the confines of ineffective laws,
criminalization, and jail cells. Only after
we have created a counter-narrative that
dispels the classist and racist myths about
homelessness, and build from the bottom
up a strong homeless movement for justice,
will the homeless laws and policies of
Sacramento be exposed for what they truly
are: policing, discrimination, and removal
of poor people.
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DEADLY INJUSTICE:
California Communities Organize Against Killings
By Andy Conn
“Kelly Thomas, a mentally ill homeless man was murdered
by Fullerton, CA police in July, 2011. A security camera
recorded the relentless beating and tasing. Kelly is heard
pleading 31 times for his Dad to help him. ‘They’re killing
me,’ he says. He is heard 26 times saying, ‘Help me…help
me God,’ 30 times saying ‘Sir, please…okay…okay...’ and
15 times ‘I’m sorry.’ On January 14, 2014, two of the cops
were acquitted. A third is not going to trial.
“In a statement on a PBS special, Ron Thomas, Kelly’s
father, said the police were sending a message to the rest of
the homeless: ‘Get out of Fullerton, or you’ll be next.’”
-- quoted from The People’s Tribune, 2/1/14
It is estimated that over 5,000 people have been killed at
the hands of the police in the U.S over the past twelve
years. This is more than the number of Americans killed
by insurgents in Afghanistan or Iraq. The FBI keeps vast
amounts of information on crime and law enforcement,
but there are no statistics on where, how often, and under
what circumstances the police use deadly force. The
official collection of such data is actually against FBI
regulations.
Since September 11, 2001, however, it is clear that in communities across the nation – especially communities of
color which have been long been targets of police brutality – the death toll is rising. In Los Angeles, for example,
police were involved in 63 shootings in 2011, a 50 percent
increase over any of the previous four years, according to
the Los Angeles Police Commission.
Nationwide, local police departments are being coordinated by the Department of Homeland Security, which
supports and assists the use of sophisticated weaponry
(like soon-to-be deployed drones) and massive surveillance (like cameras throughout the city of Oakland). We
are facing militarized police forces, and an official culture
in which secrecy is routine, fear is used as a method of
control, the protections of the Constitution are regarded as
obsolete and irrelevant, and, most disturbingly, human life
is treated as cheap and disposable. It is a culture of impunity, in which officers have suffered virtually no consequences for their actions, as the following cases illustrate.
As a result, communities are organizing and calling for
new measures to stop the killing.
On January 25, in Lodi, a small town just miles down
the road from Sacramento, Parminder Singh Shergill, an
Iraq war veteran with Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome,
was shot and killed by the Lodi Police just steps from his
home. No facts have been released about the killing by the
Lodi Police; the Chief has publicly stated that the officers
had “no choice,” but the results of the investigation
– conducted by law enforcement agencies (including the
Lodi Police, which has a clear conflict of interest) will not
be released for at least a year.
Santa Rosa’s thirteen year old Andy Lopez was shot last
October by Erick Gelhaus, an officer who had arrived at
the scene 10 seconds before – the officer says he mistook
the Airsoft BB gun the boy was holding for an AK 47,
but has never explained why the instantaneous shooting
of a young person was so urgent. Gelhaus has already
been exonerated by his department. He was an Iraq war
vet – openly boastful about his combat experience, known
for previously pulling his gun in the course of a minor
domestic dispute and a traffic stop.
Twenty-five year old Luis Gutierrez was shot in the back
in broad daylight in April, 2009, while walking home in
Woodland, California. A knife of the type used by police
and firefighters was later found in the weeds near-by
– without Luis’ fingerprints. How did it get there?
Because of the rising tide of violence, families and

supportive organizations have been calling for police
accountability and prosecution, demanding the imposition
of strict standards for, and oversight of, the use of
force, especially deadly force. They have also called for
the installation of cameras on officers; psychological
evaluation, screening, and training of officers; and
mandatory independent tribunals to oversee investigations
of the killings.
Last April, the first statewide civil rights conference on
police brutality, “Justice For Our Communities! Families
Organizing to Resist Police Brutality and Abuse,” was
organized in Oxnard, California, by dozens of community
organizations working in coalition. Former California
Supreme Court Justice Cruz Reynoso was the keynote
speaker.
It is families that are are leading the movement. In 2011,
after Ernst Duenez was killed in his own driveway at his
home in Manteca, California, by 11 police bullets, his
cousin, Christina Arechiga, took action, joining 50 other
families to organize the Statewide Campaign against Police
Brutality. They marched through the City of Sacramento,
carrying a coffin to the office of Kamela Harris, the
California Attorney General, on October 22, 2013 – the
very day that Andy Lopez was shot. Christina Arechiga
recently founded the Ernst Duenez Research Institution
on Police Terror & Incarceration. It will focus on police
brutality as well as the abuse and unjust sentencing of
California prisoners.
In January, 2014, families and their supporters turned out
in Anaheim to protest the verdict in the Kelly Thomas case.
At the protest rally, Elizabeth Henning-Adam described
how her son, Bobby, was killed by Los Angeles law
enforcement two minutes after they arrived at the scene
– although they had been called to help because Bobby
seemed to be having a breakdown.
In Oakland, Jeralynn Blueford – fiery, determined, focused
– has founded the Alan Blueford Center 4 Justice, after her
son, Alan, an 18 year-old African American high school
student, was gunned down in May, 2012. He was stopped
without justification, and then, when he fled on foot, was
chased down and shot. His killer, Miguel Masso, like Erick
Gelhaus of the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department, was
an Iraq war veteran, with a history of racially motivated
brutality. As in the case of Luis Gutierrez, a weapon (a
handgun) was found near the scene – although witnesses
saw no gun on Alan Blueford.
On February 13, 2014, the Alan Blueford Center 4 Justice
organized civil disobedience at the headquarters of Kamala
Harris in Oakland, calling on the Attorney General to
prosecute Miguel Masso after the local district attorney
refused to prosecute.
In Santa Rosa, the middle school kids who were friends
of Andy Lopez are organizing, building a memorial
in the empty lot where Andy was shot, marching and
demonstrating with hundreds of supporters, including
the Justice Coalition for Andy Lopez. Recently, they
traveled to Oakland to meet with the Justice for Oscar
Grant Coalition. They call themselves “Andy’s Youth,”
and are planning a statewide march to celebrate Andy’s
th
14 birthday in June.
Oscar Grant, a young African American man, was killed
five years ago on New Year’s Eve, shot in the back
at a BART station. A film about his life and death was
released last year, called “Fruitridge Station.” The officer
responsible was sentenced to 2 years in prison – the
minimum.
On April 8, 2014, there will be a rally and march at the
California State Capitol for Victims of Police Brutality,
with Oscar Grant’s uncle (widely known as Uncle Bobby)
taking the lead. As Uncle Bobby says, “This is a call for
the Crime Victim Day of Protest – we are calling for an
end to police terrorism, repression and the criminalization
of a whole generation.”

FOOD JUSTICE
IN OAK PARK
By Cathleen Williams
Broad shouldered, tall, and light on his feet at the age of
eighty, Norman Blackwell has deep roots in Oak Park,
Sacramento, since moving here as a child in 1941. He
witnessed the deliberate steps taken to bring about the
racial segregation of the neighborhood in the fifties and
sixties, lived through its poverty and isolation as it grew
increasingly non-white, saw it cut off from the central city
by the construction of Highway 99, and heard it condemned
as blighted and crime ridden.
His loyalty to Oak Park never wavered. He has long
demonstrated his dedication – after decades of coaching
Little League, a nearby baseball field was named after him
and his close associate, Harrison Crump.
Now Norman Blackwell competes in Sacramento Senior
Softball as a champion in his age class – over eighty.
His house in Sacramento’s Oak Park neighborhood is
painted green, a green so brilliant that, improbably, it almost
glows in the dark. Otherwise, it’s quite unnoticeable, and
you wouldn’t know, walking past, that there’s anything
extraordinary about it.
But there is. Here, Norman Blackwell, with the help of his
wife, Peaches, a few volunteers, and one or more of his
10 grown-up kids piles some 8,000 loaves of bread every
month on a couple of worn folding tables in his driveway
after scouring local bakeries and food banks. They have
done this for almost 30 years.
Norman Blackwell also collects canned goods from the
Sacramento Food Bank, and sometimes receives deliveries
of fresh fruit and vegetables from Senior Citizens Services.
He doesn’t close until everything is given away.
Wednesday and Friday of every week, people of all ages
line up, sometimes around the corner – an average of 350
people every week. Often, they are older, and seem fragile,
with canes and wheelchairs. They are united, polite, hopeful.
And when they can, they drop a few quarters into a bucket
to help with gas for the truck. Meanwhile, soul music plays
from a little CD player on a chair in the driveway. It’s a
peaceful scene. Everyone is grateful for that bread.
That’s the thing about food. You need it every day. Food is
so necessary to dear life that we think of it as a human right.
So if it’s not in the refrigerator (assuming you have one),
and you can’t pull five or ten dollars out of your pocket to
buy it, you will be struggling to figure out how to lay your
hands on food for yourself and your family.
When you don’t know where the next meal will come from,
we call that “food insecurity.” In this country, after more
than four years into the worst crisis in the country since the
Great Depression, stripping homes, jobs, and bank accounts
– some thirty-three million households (one in ten) don’t
know where they will find that next meal.
In Sacramento County, according to Sacramento Foodlink,
one of the largest food banks in the nation, 18% of residents
are “food insecure” – that means over a quarter of a million

Continued Next Page
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FOOD JUSTICE IN OAK PARK
people wake up not knowing where their next meal is
coming from.
Foodlink distributes food to 112,000 people per month
– including 36,000 children and 14,000 seniors – 11
million pounds in the county last year. Foodlink and the
150 plus food banks and food closets it supplies play an
indispensable role in keeping hunger at bay.
The major source of guaranteed food available to
families in poverty, however, is federally funded food
stamps. A family of four in California making less than
$1,800 a month is eligible for benefits, which average
$396 per month. To put it another way, that comes to
about $1.10 per meal, per person, for a family of four.
One in five U.S. citizens depend on food stamps – 68
million nationwide used food stamps last year, most of
them single mothers and the elderly. In Sacramento,
almost a quarter million people receive food stamps.
In February, Congress passed, and the president signed,
a Farm Bill that included an 8.5 billon dollar cut to food
stamp benefits (over 800,000 dollars per year). This is
shocking, especially because everyone knows food
stamps are good for the economy.
With the signing of the Farm Bill last month,
approximately 320,000 households in California will
see benefits decline by an average of $62 per month.
Nationwide, almost a million people will feel the
impact of the cut.
Shocking – because the cut was intended, nakedly,
blatantly, to diminish the lives of people who can’t
afford food and to threaten their health – the cut is
especially harmful to the children.

from previous page

Shocking – because the cut was coupled with vast
expenditures to increase the profits of corporations and
giant farms – including 27.2 billion dollars in enhanced
crop insurance over the ten year life of the Farm Bill.
We know it’s not designed to cure the so-called budget
deficit. The very Representative calling for harsh cuts
in the House, Steve Fincher, has himself received 3.48
million dollars since 1995 in agricultural subsidies.
So why the cut?
First, the cut reinforces the idea that if your work is low
paid, or if you are unemployed, or if you are just plain
poor, you are a “free loader” and unworthy of support.
This kind of thinking makes possible increasingly
extreme attacks on the well being, sometimes the even
the very survival, of millions of people.
Like the cut-off of long term unemployment insurance
last December, which affected over a million people;
like the indifference at every level to growing
homelessness, now affecting (this official figure is an
undercount) well over a half million nationwide; like
the near-elimination of welfare funds for children
(nationally, one in ten children lives in deep poverty)
– the food stamp cut signals that you are a “surplus”
person, unnecessary to society.
Second, the cut delivers actual benefits to the wealthy
by freeing up billions now devoted to the safety net.
Fortunately, though, the people of this country, like
Norman Blackwell, know well that food, like other
essentials basic to our survival, is a human right,
and they are acting in our behalf to make it a present
reality.
Sacramento Food Justice advocates are planning a

Homeless Bill of Rights Campaign

Delivering the Cease and Desist Scroll
to the County Board of Supervisors’
Office in Sacramento, CA

were made “for the good of homeless
and other residents of Sacramento—for a
more moral and just Sacramento”. Most
of these demands reflect elements that
the campaign has decided to include in
the bill of rights.
Other organizational members of
Western Regional Advocacy Project and
campaign endorsers had their own local
actions to promote the Homeless Bill of
Rights Campaign. The San Francisco

“farm to every fork” communal dinner this coming
September to parallel Sacramento’s well publicized
“farm to fork” extravaganza last fall. The goal is to
call for full funding for food stamps and strengthen the
connections between hungry people and local farms
and foodbanks. Stay posted for details!

Coalition on Homelessness held an
anti-criminalization workshop, and then
representatives from Hayward, Oakland,
Berkeley and Palo Alto joined them in a
march from San Francisco’s Civic Center
to the Federal Building, the Superior
Courts, and City Hall, stopping for
speeches and lots of music and dancing.
In Los Angeles they held a 24-Hour
action in Venice that included a Second
Line Parade down the Venice boardwalk,
civil rights teach-ins, and an overnight
sleep out that reclaimed public space
and highlighted the human right to rest.
In Portland, Oregon, Sisters of the Road
participated with an MLK Celebration in
the café, and joined up with a march from
Right To Dream Too (R2DToo) and VOZ
to City Hall. Homeless residents from
an old Albany peninsula landfill, called
“The Bulb” conducted art from trash
tours and a sleep-out. Eureka coordinated
citywide flyering, educating people
about the campaign and urging them to
join. San Jose held a healing service at
Apple World Headquarters, urging them
to pay their fair share of taxes. Seattle,
Washington convened a housing and
displacement panel followed by a poor
people’s march.

Oak Park resident Norman Blackwell distributing bread
in front of his home, as he does twice every week.
Photo:Francisco Dominguez,©2014

continued from page 1

Though California’s latest Homeless Bill
of Rights attempt, AB5, failed last year,
members of Western Regional Advocacy
are more determined than ever to bring
a bill to California, Oregon and other
states that will protect the rights currently
being denied to homeless people in our

states. The San Francisco Coalition
on Homelessness Director, Jennifer
Friedenbach promised the marchers in
San Francisco, “We are going to come
back and come back till we get this
thing!” www.wraphome.org

Rally Outside the Sacramento County Building
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HIGGS BOSON DISCOVERED
www.chongonation.com

by Chongo
I would like to start by first apologizing
for the poor editing that was done in the
preceding article. It was not the intention
to denigrate geographic origins, but to
expose poor ways of thinking through
the specification of reasons of why
they are. This article lacks no editing,
because its content is the Postscript
for the third edition of my book THE
INFINITE PATTERN, available at www.
chongonation.com.
Great liberty has been taken throughout
the articles dealing science in the use of
such terms as time, truth, and infinity,
just to mention three. But, the meaning
of none is ever misused, leaving it intact.
Still, mention should be made that such
liberty exceeds that to which the strictest
genuine science would correspond Very
good reasons exist for choosing the
words, like truth, for example, that were
chosen for explaining.
Although one of the certain goals of
these science articles is to introduce
the scientific reader to what may be
altogether new conceptual approaches,
it is not intended to be the foremost.
That, is to introduce the non-scientific,
totally lay reader to the fundamental
model upon which all modern scientific
thinking is based. To this intended end,
liberties with strict, scientific meaning
cannot avoid being exercised. To this
intended end, their use is further justified
by recent discoveries that confirm with
unquestionably certainty the validity of
the standard model of particle physics,
based upon the theoretical model,
relativity and quantum mechanics,
making both irrefutably ‘true’.
In 2012, the CERN accelerator detected
the Higgs boson. Detection of the Higgs
confirms the validity of the standard model
beyond refute -- it is a certainty, directly
confirming the model that underlies it,
namely, quantum theory. This model
includes also relativity, confirmed to equal
precision. Observational confirmation
of both guarantees that the validity of
the science articles is as permanent as
the ethereal truth of mathematics is and
that they will NEVER become invalid,
dated, or obsolete - again, never. To
take appropriate liberty with the term,
detection of the Higgs Boson makes
relativity and quantum theory as true
as anything can ever be. And, they will
remain so.
The standard model requires three
“universal”
constant
(unchanging)

values. Two have had significance the
articles, namely, the unchanging speed of
light in a vacuum for (special) relativity,
and Planck’s constant for quantum
mechanics. The third is Newton’s
gravitational constant, which, for general
relativity, describes the extent of space
and time curvature with respect to mass.
These three constants all involve spatial
distances and temporal intervals, that is,
they have meaning only with respect to
both space and time measures, lacking
meaning independently of either, in a
‘dimensioned’ world that includes both.
Because of this, changes in their value
would seem to change little, if anything,
observationally about our world. For
example, changing the speed of light
would change nothing at all about the
observational character of our experience
(as should be readily surmised from the
content).
In addition to the three universal
“dimensioned” (by virtue of being
space and/or time measures) constant
values in nature, some twenty six (or
even possibly more - or perhaps less)
altogether “dimensionless” constants
are required for the standard model,
reflecting relationships between particle
energies (masses), and hence involve
neither space nor time measures in the
set of relationships existing among
these dimensionless constants (at least
as so far has been determined after
extensive
investigation). Although
among these constants are those that,
like the dimensioned constants, would
have no impact upon our world were
they to change, changes in many of these
dimensionless constants would reflect
noticeable observational changes in our
world. Nonetheless, the standard model
(quantum theory) predicts the decay of the
Higgs boson to occur in approximately
twenty billion years, which is long after
the sun goes red and engulfs the earth.
Then, all ends, at light speed!
Although all the dimensioned constants
and some of the dimensionless may
be able to change unnoticed by us,
most cannot. Their values define the
physical character of our reality, while,
at least from the perspective of our
seemingly single world, leaving the
“possibilities” for its historical character
open, with apparently far less precision.
These constants of nature themselves
are possibilities too, no less than the
historical possibilities for reality lying
within the precise constants defining our
specific world are.
Quantum theory (previous article) says

these constants vary between different
universes. This leaves the question,
how grand a variety of universes are
possible within this structure, especially
in consideration of the fact that there
is no sound reason to believe that any
possibility whatsoever would ever be or even could be - excluded?
The
multiverse
implies
infinite
complexity. Such complexity lies beyond
the scope of tangible thinking, however
abstract that thinking might (or, for that
matter, could ever actually) be capable of.
Nature excluding no logically consistent
and meaningfully coherent possibility
means that everything existent exists in
an infinitely complex structure (perhaps
somehow even surpassing the complexity
of the multiverse and/or many-worlds
structure itself, in a way we have yet to
imagine or are incapable of imagining then again, maybe not, meaning that this
infinite structure excludes no logically
consistent and meaningful possibility
for reality, whatsoever, again, absolutely
none). Amid an infinitely complex
structure, precision, and hence the scope
of our perception, the capacity for us
to imagine the whole, is inescapably
limited, even if accurate conclusions can
be drawn from the whole. We can know
only our own seemingly single world
and its possibilities.
By finding ourselves in our seemingly
single world as thinking beings, besides
being the very expression of existence,
we are physical (living) proof of the
anthropic principle. The anthropic
principle is a conclusion drawn from
what is logically true (not to mention
inescapably obvious): the certainty of
our own existence as our own awareness
requires that those constants of which we
are aware defining our world be such that
our awareness can physically (that is, in a
logically consistent and meaningful way)
exist. Stated in simpler terms, we would
not exist unless we again, physically,
could. Although the anthropic principle
explains why we are here, quantum
theory and multiple universes explains,
more deeply, how we can be.
There is yet another conclusion that
confirmation of the standard model
proves, that is, the Hawking conjecture
that the laws of physics remain the
same at the Big Bang just as they do
everywhere else (albeit at extremely high
energies there and then) and that the Big
Bang is not a special, singularly “unique”
sharp point in space-time (a singularity),
where the laws of physics “break down”
(whatever that means, physically).

Instead, space-time is perfectly smooth,
everywhere, including at the point of the
Big Bang itself, making the history of
the universe a closed manifold, with no
beginning and no end. Confirmation of
the standard model confirms that this is
the case.
Confirmation of the standard model and
the theory that underlies it guarantees
that the universe lacks beginning, end, or
any other kind of edge, as well as any
cause whatsoever, initial or otherwise.
(In more concrete terms, the universe
was never created, nor could it have ever
been.) It seems to lack also any physical
consequence, other than that assigned
value by individual living organisms, only
from which, any meaningful purpose can
be derived. Any claim stating differently
flatly constitutes a direct contradiction
to quantum theory. There is no more to
it than that: the universe simply is. But,
what, after all, could ever be better than
that: the universe simply being? That is,
what could be better than leaving affairs
(specifically, those of consequence that
lie in the near and immediate future)
in our hands alone, as we are the very
expression and perpetuation of existence
itself, and so, have the greatest interest
in that perpetuation continuing in the
richest way they it can?
We are in a position to perpetuate that
expression for what can be a very, very
long time to come, if we are brave,
insightful,
compassionate,
libertyloving, and lucky enough, to succeed
in confronting a future laden with an
absolute certainty for great change, in
the face of modern, successful patterns
- like scientific understanding being
sufficiently widespread to enlighten all now finally being adequately empowered,
so that they can at long last, replace the
old, failing patterns that now serve only
to stifle human progress by subjugating
humankind, rather than liberating it
instead. We need only, as a whole, learn
the power of accurately understanding
nature in terms other than the tribal ones
that may have once served to bring us
out of our dark and brutal history, but
now serve only as a threat focused on
returning us to that vicious, tribal past
anew, with most not even knowing so,
much less ever understanding why. And,
it need not be so, which is the hope
providing the reason that these science
articles exist.
© 2013, Chongo (C. Tucker),
All rights reserved.
Visit: www.chongonation.com
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Ambassadors
In the center of any metropolis
Ubiquitous as the shops
These strangers in odd vests & hats --Assuming the roles of cops.

A Meditation On The Sand Hill Crane

“Downtown revitalization”.
“Business improvement”.
“Special services”.
“Community improvement”.
Names tossed around to describe
What these strangers do, but they’re
Commonly known as “ambassadors”.
Sometimes with dustpans & brooms,
Sweeping sidewalks clear of trash.
Sometimes with cusswords & force,
Sweeping sidewalks clear of gathering
Houseless, treated like trash.
Sometimes as janitors,
Keeping the concrete clean.
Sometimes as traitors
To the fellow broke,
Keeping the invisible poor quite invisible.
Forbidden to panhandle,
Play music,
Sing songs of a
Hard knock life
On cold concrete,
Post flyers,
Sell homemade wares,
Crowd the sidewalk
With scuffed-up bags
And leashed dogs,
Dig through trash
Bins for discarded
Aluminum cash,
Sit or lie anywhere --Forbidden to be
Human in plain sight --“These downtown streets are made
Only for shopping. Clean, safe for tourists.”
Ambassadors’ visitations
On houseless populations,
Conducted on the daily
With this mind set
The same mindset
That torn down a massive
Tent city in Fresno, Central Valley safe ground
Rendered unsafe --In the center of any metropolis
Ubiquitous as the shops
These strangers in odd vests & hats --The harassment never stops.
Dee Allen

12-5-13

For Bruce Allison

Distributor Letter
My name is Edward. I’m a homeless
person (for past 16 years) on and off on the
streets & roads/highways for some time!
I am trying to better show self in living &
becoming an independent contractor while
working/walking in the United States. Being
homeless has given me an opportunity to
survey life & our atmosphere in the ways
of our societies. I am grateful for some
of the free resources that are available to
those who are truly homeless! Thank you
Lord God, the complete foundation of my
life, I love you! Without that long guiding
Spirit I’d be lost & without personal sanity.
Thank you Homeward Street Journal for this
Opportunity.
			
Edward

Outside your window – if you happen to have a roof over your head – or, if not, in the open
air above your tent and bedroll – dawn awakens you with its worries and wonderings.
Yet this day is the latest link in a chain of ten thousand years.
Ten thousand years of return to the islands of the Sacramento Delta. Ten thousand
winters of rhythmic, sharp lines rising and wavering in the dawn from the fields and marshes of
the Sacramento delta. The sand hill cranes. Loyal to this place. Here.
Tall, with long feet they slowly lift, drape and stretch as if sneaking out of a room, an oval
body perched on skinny legs, feathers that turn from pink to the softest grey in the growing
light…and that dagger of a beak that is held high on an s-curved neck,
plunged into the muck when hunting.
The mud shines like broken ice. Each crane steps in a run through the broken corn stalks,
then beats, lifts, into the changing sky, pulling deep, assembling single file, then arrowing, and
calling, their hoarse trumpets bugling to their companions and the world.
Ten thousand years of dawn.

by Cathleen Williams

Vendor Profile: Long Journey to a Home for Will Bryant
Staff Report
Will Bryant, one of Homeward Street
Journal’s hottest and longest working
distributors, is proud to have finally
landed a home. He had been living
in a tent in Sacramento for the last
eight months. While selling the paper,

he met just the right person, had just
the right conversation at just the right
time, to be steered in the direction of
the Veterans Administration for his
chance at receiving one of 50 rare
Housing Choice Vouchers that were
available to homeless veterans in
Sacramento County.

meeting with the public. As a signature
gatherer he went to other states—
Oregon and Vancouver. He worked
the elections for Clinton, when Bush
got elected, and for getting things
on the ballot. When he heard about
Homeward, it clicked, and he found it
easy to get started.

Will became a distributor in 2004
when Homeward Street Journal first
began its vendor program. He is
loyal to the paper, appreciating the
value of distributing information
about homelessness and resources.
In turn, the paper has been a great
value to him over the years, helping
during a great crisis in his life, and
has helped him develop relationships
with the residents and businesses
of Sacramento. He has had many
memorable experiences with the
people he has met, most of the
memories being very good.

Another of his most valued
experiences came from his years
in the Army. He joined the Army in
February of 1976 and served seven
years, becoming a Sergeant through
hard work and dedication. He said
that his military experience helps him
today. He learned to be disciplined
in his work, as well as patient and
tolerant; which comes in handy when
some passers-by say mean things - he keeps a professional mannerism
regardless. Veteran’s resources are
his favorite subject when talking with
customers.

On becoming a Homeward Distributor,
he found his past experience as a
signature gatherer, made him highly
qualified for the work and comfortable

Will got his Section 8 Voucher in
October and moved into his own
apartment in December. Will said
“That is amazing Grace!”
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Yes!

Welcome to

I want to see HOMEWARD,

a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento.
Enclosed find my donation of $20 for a one year subscription.
Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

18.2

Office Use Only

Received

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
and mail to: PO Box 952 Sacramento, CA 95812
clip & mail coupon

HOMELESS RESOURCES
Night Shelters

Women & Children

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Dinner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays at
1PM. 442-0331

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32:
Breakfast for Women and children 8am9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for
women and families.

St. Johnís Shelter: Women and Children.
4410 Power Inn Rd. Call between 10am &
3pm for space availability. 453-1482
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority.
7:30pm Chapel Service with meal afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents. Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to
all homeless men: 447-3268
Next Move (formerly SAEHC)
24 hr
Family Shelter; Families, single adults
with children who have no other resource:
Womenís Refuge; single women, no children: Call for screening/space availability
455-2160
Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many
services
Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church
service 7:00pm required, dinner following
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch
at noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on
Sundays .
WomenísCivic Improvement Center: Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30
lunch M-F 452-2866
Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays, 811 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing
Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sunday 1:30 pm. All Welcome.
Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5
pm All Welcome.
Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after
10 am church service; dinner 6:30 pm after 5 pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7
pm after 6 pm church service. Must attend
services. 452-7078

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast: M-W-F continental breakfast for
women and children. 454-9688
see Wind in Youth Services for young
adults
Free Clothing
Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave.
(at Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri. 4561980
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women
and Children: Wed. only. Call for appointment to go in at 11am, 1 or 1:30pm, or attend Bible study at 9:15am and get clothing
at 10am 447-3268
Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all
welcome. 452-7078
Medical
Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children: Nurseís office in Friendship park
7:30am & 12:30pm. 446-3345
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway (Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am
- 12:30 pm 874-8300
Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless
Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri., 811:30am Tues 8-11:30am only. Mental
Health evaluation, medication if needed.
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
443-6972
TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.íAí St. Blding.
A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to transitional living programs, independant living,
mental health support services; SSI/SSDI
application assistance;
Walk-ins 811am M-F 440-1500
Genesis: Professional Counseling for life
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeLaney Center). 699-1536

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers;
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M ñ F
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to
2pm. 443-8333
Crisis Intervention

Homeward:

Please help us make a differance!

About SHA
The Sacramento Housing Alliance is a network of concerned
citizens who promote decent affordable housing for low income
households and homeless people
through advocacy and participation in public discourse.
For more info, or if you would
like to participate, please call:

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org
1800 21st Street Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811
The SHA does not itself
provide or manage housing.

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault and their children. Referrals to court mandated battery
intervention programs, Safe house, 24 hr.
crisis line: 920-2952

Homeless VA Coordinator:(916) 364-6547

AIDS / HIV

Mather VA Social Works: help getting
DD-214, any vet. (916) 843-7064

AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent
housing services to homeless persons living with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Education and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care,
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and
regional prevention/ed classes.
4433299
Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach
Program provides direct services to people
living with AIDS and HIV. Transportation
to social services, medical appointments,
job interviews, and housing assistance.
447-2437
Harm Reduction Services: 40001 12 Ave.;
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing;
case management for HIV; free medical
clinic, needle exchange. 456-4849
Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.
8747720.
Legal Aid
Disability Rights, CA: Free legal services
for people with disabilities. Call for appt.
toll free: TTY:(800)776-5746
Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assistance and advocacy for problems related to homelessness. 446-0368
Legal Services of Northern California, Inc:
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm,
1pm-5pm. Problems with public benefits,
landlord / tenant, divorce clinic. Call for
appt. 551-2150

Youth Services

Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps,
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.
736-0616

Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old. Hot Line
call 1-800-339-7177

Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer Free
Consultation (916) 658-1880

Veterans
VA Outreach: 1-800-827-1000

Miscellaneous
Francis House Center: 1422 C St. 9:00noon walk-in - direct services resource
counseling, vouchers for IDs, Dvr Licenses, Birth Certs, Transp Assistance;
noon-3:00 - appts for in-depth resource
counseling; by appt: Senior/Disability/
Verteranís advocacy, notary service. Job
Development Center open 9am-3pm MTuW-F and noon-3pm Th. Motel vouchers for
qualified families. 443-2646

Homeward
Street
Journal has been publishing since 1997 as
a non-profit project
of the Sacramento
Homeless Organizing
Committee, which is a member of the
Sacramento Housing Alliance. The
paper’s mission is to alleviate miscommunication between communities by
educating the public about housing and
poverty issues, and by giving homeless people a voice in the public forum.
Homeward also informs homeless persons of shelter and occupational assistance, and acts as a creative self-help
opportunity for those individuals who
wish to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward
are those of the authors, and not necessarily the Sacramento Housing Alliance or SHOC or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy
We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other
writing can be submitted at our office
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the address below.
All writing submitted for publication
will be edited as necessary, with due
respect for the author’s intent. The editors will attempt to consult with an author if changes are necessary, however,
the paper will go to print with the story
as edited if the author is unavailable.
All Letters to the Editor must be signed
to be published. If the writer wishes to
remain anonymous s/he should so state,
but the letter must still be signed .
Poetry and graphics will not be edited,
either the paper will publish the submission or not.

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

In submitting articles to the paper,
authors give their permission to print
their submissions in accordance with
the above stipulations, as well as possible reprinting in NASNA member
papers, with due byline. Any requests
for stories outside the above three will
be referred to the author.

Employment Development Department
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) MF8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services.
227-0300

Subscriptions are available with a
$20 contribution. Make checks out to
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee).

Medi-Cal:
1-800-773-6467,1-888-7471222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725
28th St. 916-874-2256

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with
the Homeward Street Journal in
any way.
Participants with the
paper are not allowed to solicit for
donations for L&F, nor make any
reference regarding the relationship
between Loaves & Fishes and this
newspaper whatsoever.

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm, and
Wed 4pm-7pm. 456-1980.

Social Security Office: 8581 Folsom Blvd
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F
9am-4:30pm 381-9410: Natl line 1-800772-1213
211 Sacramento
Dial 211
for tele-info & referral service
Califorina Youth Crisis Line:
1-800-843-5200
Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
PO Box 952
Sacramento, CA 95812
The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156
The paper may also be
E-mailed at
homeward2@yahoo.com
On the web at:
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

