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Pope Francis Grants Rare Interview to Street Papers
By Stijn Fens
& Jan-Willem Wits
Straatnieuws The Netherlands
Pope Francis rarely grants
interviews, but the opportunity
to address international street
papers was enough to persuade
him that INSP was worth a
spot in his busy diary. So, on
27 October, formerly homeless
street paper seller Marc sat
down with the leader of the
world’s 1.2 billion Catholics in
the Vatican. The Straatnieuws
vendor was accompanied by
Dutch journalists Stijn Fens and
Jan-Willem Wits.
It is still early when we arrive
at the service entrance of the
Vatican, to the left of Saint
Peter’s Basilica. The Swiss
Guards have been informed
of our arrival, and let us pass.
We head to the Domus Sanctae
Marthae, because that is where
Pope Francis lives. The Domus
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Formerly Homeless Vendor Marc and Pope Francis
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Free Speech and Racism on the American Campus
by Jake Gates
The black experience is today being portrayed in a wide variety
of settings, including increased media coverage publicizing police
brutality and direct confrontation of the Confederate flag. Also, in
2015, there have been numerous cases of racial aggression, from
pop music videos (Taylor Swift, whose “Wildest Dreams” music
video presents a romanticized image of brutal colonial Africa) to the
NAACP leadership itself (Rachel Dolezal impersonating an African
American).
These cases exemplify the importance of how the issue of racial
identity and history in our country is framed, since the frame, or
characterization of the issue, can change, and even determine,
how the substance of arguments are understood and viewed by the
American public.

In each instance, the extent of free speech has been called into
question by those who believe the issue of racism should not
be raised: when the symbols of the United States’ history of
racial oppression are directly challenged, the challenge has been
discredited and undermined by casting doubt on its legitimacy in
light of “the freedom to say anything.”
For students battling these symbols of oppression on college
campuses, their emotional response to injustice is often conflated or
confused with the contemporary discussion of “political correctness”
and its place in the American university — a discussion which
mostly serves to depict student activists as “child-like” liberal
totalitarians who can’t handle attitudes in conflict with their own.

Continued Page 3
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Pope Francis Interview with Street Papers
Sanctae Marthae is in all likelihood the most unique
three-star hotel in the world.

charity, and I saw many people, including Catholics,
who were responsible for distributing those things to
the needy, and who instead took those items home
for themselves. The danger for corruption is always
present.

Here, too, they are expecting us. Two ladies behind
the reception desk, just like in any hotel, kindly
indicate a side door. The meeting room has already
been prepared. It is a fairly large space, with a desk, a
sofa, tables and chairs, and is the Pope’s meeting room
during the week. Then, the wait begins. Marc, the
Straatnieuws salesman, is the most patient of us all,
waiting, seated in his chair, for what will come.

The homeless have financial problems, but they
cultivate their own freedom. The Pope has no
material needs, but he is considered by some to be a
prisoner of the Vatican. Do you ever wish you could
trade places with the homeless?

And before we know it, he walks into the room: Pope
Francis, the spiritual leader of 1.2 billion Catholics.
“Please, sit down, friends,” he says with a gentle wave
of his hand, “How nice to have you here.” Close up, he
gives the impression of a calm, friendly man, who is at
the same time both energetic and precise.

I remember the book by Mark Twain, The Prince
and the Pauper, when you can eat every day, you
have clothes, a bed to sleep in, a desk to work on and
nothing is lacking. You also have friends. But Mark
Twain’s prince lives in a golden cage.
Do you feel free here at the Vatican?

INSP: Straatnieuws interviews always begin with a
question about the street on which the interviewee
grew up. Holy Father, what do you remember
about that street? What images come into your
mind when you recall the streets of your childhood?
Pope Francis: From when I was one year old to when
I entered the seminary, I always lived on the same
street. It was a simple neighborhood in Buenos Aires,
with one- and two-story homes. There was a small
square, where we played football. I remember that I
used to sneak out of the house to play football with the
boys after school.
My father worked in a factory that was just a few
hundred meters away. He was a bookkeeper. And my
grandparents lived within 50 meters. We were all just
a few steps from one another. I also remember the
names of the people, when as a priest I went to give
the sacraments, the final comfort for so many, who
called for me and I went, because I loved them. These
are the memories that first come to mind.
Did you play football, too?
Yes.
Were you good?
No. In Buenos Aires, those who played football like
me are called pata dura. Which means having two left
legs! But I played anyway; often I was the goalkeeper.
How did your personal commitment to the poor
begin?
Yes, so many memories come to mind. A woman who
worked in our home three times a week to help my
mother comes to mind. She helped with the laundry,
for example. She had two children. They were Italian,
and had survived the war; they were very poor,
but they were very good people. And I have never
forgotten that woman. Her poverty struck me.
We were not rich, normally we made it to the end of
the month, but not much more. We didn’t own a car,
we didn’t go on vacations or things like that. But she
often needed even the most basic items. They didn’t
have enough, and so my mother gave her things.
She eventually went back to Italy, and then later she
returned to Argentina. I found her again when I was
the Archbishop of Buenos Aires, and she was already
90. I was able to assist her until her death at the age of
93.
What is the Church’s message for those who
are homeless? What is the concrete meaning of
Christian solidarity for them?
Two things come to mind. Jesus came in to our
world without a home, and he chose poverty. Then,

continued from page 1

Pope Francis at Interview
Photo: Frank Dries / Straatnieuws

the Church seeks to embrace us all, and says that
it is a right to have a roof over your head. Popular
movements work toward the three Spanish ‘t’s’:
trabajo [work], techo [roof] and tierra [land]. The
Church teaches that every person has the right to these
three t’s.
You often call for heightened attention for the
poor and for refugees. Are you not afraid that this
might lead to a sort of overload in the media and in
society in general?
We all have the temptation - when we have to face an
issue that is not pretty, that is difficult to talk about, to
say: “Oh, let’s not talk about this anymore: this thing
is just too difficult.” I understand that the possibility of
overload exists, but I do not fear it. I must continue to
speak about the truth and about the way things are.
Do you not fear that your support for the homeless
and other groups plagued by poverty might be
exploited politically? How can the Church speak
out so that it has influence and, at the same time,
manage to steer clear of political posturing?
There are paths that lead to errors at that point. I
would like to call attention to two temptations. The
Church must speak the truth and also with a testimony:
the testimony of poverty. The believer who speaks
of poverty or of the homeless, but who lives a life of
luxury: that will not do. This is the first temptation.
The second temptation is making agreements with
governments. Certainly agreements can be made,
but they must be clear agreements, transparent
agreements. For example, we manage this building,
but the accounts are all closely controlled, in order
to avoid corruption. Because the temptation for
corruption is always present in public life. Both
political and religious. I remember once that I saw,
with great pain, - when Argentina under the military
regime entered into war with Great Britain over
the Falkland Islands - that people donated items to

Two days after having been elected Pope, I went to
take possession of the papal apartment in the Apostolic
Palace. It is not a luxurious apartment. But it is wide,
and large... After having seen the apartment, it seemed
to me to be a bit like an upside down funnel, so large
but with only one small door. That means being
isolated. I thought to myself: I can’t live here, simply
for mental health reasons. It would not be good for me.
At the beginning, it seemed a bit strange, but I asked
to stay here, at the Domus Sanctae Marthae. And this
is good for me, because I feel free here. I eat in the
dining hall where all the guests eat. And when I am
early, I eat with the staff. I meet people, I greet them,
and this makes the golden cage is a bit less of a cage.
But I miss the street.
Do you miss contact with people?
I don’t miss it, because the people come here. Every
Wednesday, I am in Saint Peter’s Square for the
General Audience, and sometimes I go to one of the
local parishes: I am in contact with the people. For
example, yesterday [26 October] more than 5,000
gypsies came to the Paul VI Audience Hall.
It is evident that you enjoy your appointments in
St. Peter’s Square during the General Audience...
It’s true. Yes, it’s true.
Your namesake Saint Francis embraced radical
poverty, and even sold his gospel book. As Pope,
and the Bishop of Rome, do you ever feel under
pressure to sell the treasures of the Church?
That is an easy question. They are not the treasures
of the Church, but rather the treasures of humanity.
For example, if tomorrow I wanted to auction off
Michelangelo’s Pietà, I couldn’t, because it is not
the property of the Church. It is located in a Church,
but it belongs to all humanity. This is true for all the
treasures of the Church. But we have begun to sell the
gifts and other things that are given to me. And the
proceeds from the sales go to Monsignor Krajewski,
my Almoner [Archbishop Konrad Krajewski, who is
in charge of distributing money to the poor]. And then
there is the lottery. There were some cars that were
sold or given away with a lottery, and the proceeds
were used for the poor. There are some things that can
be sold, and these are sold.
You do realize how the wealth of the Church might
create this type of expectation?
Yes, if we were to make a catalog of all the Church’s
possessions, we could think: the Church is very rich.
But with the Concordat with Italy of 1929 on the

Continued Next Page
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Pope Francis Interview
continued from previous page
Roman Question, the Italian government at the time
offered the Church a large Roman park. The Pope
at the time, Pius XI, said: No, I only want half a
square kilometer, in order to guarantee the Church’s
independence. This principle is still valid.
Yes, the Church possesses a great deal of real estate
assets, but we use them to maintain the Church’s
structures and to fund the many works carried out in
needy countries: hospitals, schools.
Yesterday, for example, I had €50,000 sent to the
Congo for the construction of three schools in poor
villages; education is so important for children. I
went to the administration, I made the request, and
the money was sent.
Marc: You were unknown to many until 13
March, 2013. Then, overnight, you became
famous throughout the world. How was that
experience for you?
It happened, and I was not expecting it. But I have
not lost peace. And that is a grace from God. I don’t
really think about the fact that I am famous. I say
to myself: Now you have an important position,
but in 10 years nobody will know you anymore [he
laughs]. You know, there are two types of fame: the
fame of the “greats”, those who have done truly
great things, such as Madame Curie, and the fame
of the vain. But this second type of fame is like a
soap bubble.
So, you say ‘I am here now and I have to do the
best that I can’ and ‘I will continue to work for
as long as I can’?
Yes.
Holy Father, can you imagine a world without
poverty?
I want a world without poverty. We need to fight
for that. But I am a believer, and I know that sin is
always within us. And there is always human greed,
the lack of solidarity, the selfishness which creates
poverty. That is why it is difficult for me to imagine
a world without poverty.
If you think of the children exploited for slave
labour, or of children exploited for sexual abuse.
And another form of exploitation: killing children
to remove their organs, organ trafficking. Killing
children for their organs is greed.
That is why I don’t know whether we will ever have
a world without poverty, because there is always
sin, and it leads to selfishness. But we must always
fight... always.
We thank the Pope for the interview. He thanks
us as well, and says that he enjoyed our chat very
much. Photos are taken, and then Pope Francis
bids us goodbye. As calm and relaxed as when he
arrived, he walks out of the door.
Courtesy of INSP News Service
www.INSP.ngo/Straatnieuws
Translated from Italian to English by
Translators without Borders.
Edited for length by Homeward Staff.

Free Speech and Racism

continued from page 1

“Political correctness” in this context means an
insistence on historically accurate and respectful
use of language concerning race in America. When
the struggle against continuing racist oppression
is characterized as “political correctness” that
suppresses “free speech,” this characterization
ignores the long relationship American higher
education has had with practicing and propagating
racism, as well as the important connection
contemporary student protesters have with the
university as a place to challenge historical racism.

The email evoked outrage and demands that
Christakis and her husband, college master
Nicholas Christakis who supported his wife’s
stance, step down from their offices. Protests were
held—African-American students who long felt
marginalized by Yale’s elitist culture were not
happy that members of administration were openly
defending what was essentially a fraternity of rich
white kid’s right to throw “Compton Cookout”
themed parties, complete with black-face and
representation of a laundry-list of black stereotypes.

The specific demands of the students’ protests
vary from campus to campus, but they converge in
their desire to end overt racial aggression and hold
college administrations accountable for the racism
ingrained in their history, as well as their perceived
lack of effort to create more inclusive educational
atmospheres. Racial insensitivity is a form of racial
aggression. It cannot be simply dismissed as selfexpression.

Christakis’s email raises the valid point that censure
of perceived transgression of progressive social
norms should happen among fellow students, and
shouldn’t be handed top-down from administration
authorities. But the original email does not ban
offensive costumes, it merely points out that wearing
racially-offensive Halloween garb isn’t a great
idea. Yale administrators who sent the ”heavyhanded” email were not violating free speech, but
participating in creating a norm of racial sensitivity
and trying to avoid the use of black-face in the 21st
century.

The demands of these students, living in the face
of day-to-day casual and serious racism, and the
response of their administrators, has bled into the
wider conversation addressing “political correctness”
in higher education. Some view the insistence on
equal dignity and respect for as “the coddling of the
American mind” and condemn it. Others view it as a
refusal to stay silent on issues of racial insensitivity.
Media pundits often phrase the broader debate on
“political correctness” as an opposition between
demands for “political correctness” and freedom
of speech, where “controversial” racist opinions
are shouted down by the “liberal orthodoxy” or
“conformity” that supposedly dominates today’s
student thinking condemning the persistence of racist
views.
When this framework is applied to the protesters of
the University of Missouri and Yale, it’s all-too-easy
to cast their voices as another example of oversensitive college students not being able to handle
any challenge to their personally-held conceptions of
right and wrong. This minimization effectively cuts
off their individual struggles from the socio-political
history of racism in higher education and the plight
of African-Americans in general society.
In the case of Yale, some students complained that
a “heavy-handed” administration email advising
students to avoid racially insensitive Halloween
costumes conflicted with their ability to freely
express themselves by donning demeaning blackface costumes. . Yale professor Erika Christakis sent
out an email in sympathy with these students, at one
point asking, “Is there no room anymore for a child
or young person to be a little bit obnoxious... a little
bit inappropriate or provocative or, yes, offensive?
American universities were once a safe space not
only for maturation but also for a certain regressive,
or even transgressive, experience; increasingly, it
seems, they have become places of censure and
prohibition. And the censure and prohibition come
from above, not from yourselves!”

Writing off costumes that promote negative images
of other cultures—whether it be black-face in all its
minstrel atrocity glory, depictions of Asians wearing
“rice paddy hats”, or Native-American headdresses—
as innocently “regressive” expressions of free speech,
ignores that these actions have meaning beyond
their own gratuitous stupidity. These symbols of
racial caricature aren’t purely subjective, that is,
aren’t purely creatures of the individual imagination;
their meaning is inter-subjective, that is, cultural,
historical and social. The insensitivity and privilege
they communicate is the kind of garbage that the
black community has been struggling and dying
under for centuries. Accordingly, black students,
sensitive to this socio-political narrative, responded
to the costumes, and their defense in the name of free
speech, with disturbed vehemence.
Condemning their outrage as overly-sensitive
moralist goose-stepping in the name of “political
correctness” diminishes the day-to-day experience
of black students and their legitimate emotional
response when underlying racial conflict (that, for
some reason, didn’t magically disappear over the last
50 years) comes to the fore of their lives.
The term “political correctness,” which is rapidly
becoming practically meaningless, has morphed into
a pejorative that reframes protest (the active use
of free speech) as a tool to limit free speech on the
grounds of unreasonable emotional sensitivity. This
attack obscures the issues at stake, which are crucial
to the 21st century as we attempt to understand and
address our history and its repercussions for the
present.
Jake Gates is currently studying international
relations at Sac State and plays rock band music.
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A Holiday for Change
By Sidney Gordon
It’s hard to deny the prevalence of poverty.
The system that conceptualized and peddles
a work-a-day society doesn’t make the
ingredients to developing that sort of lifestyle
easily accessible to all. Today’s shrinking
middle class is falling further below the
poverty line, whereas some have already
reached their breaking point under the crimebased economy’s scourge.
Despite the recent drop in Sacramento’s
unemployment rate which fell to 5.2%,
over 2,600 people are homeless in the
county, which is 5% higher than in 2013,
according to a survey conducted by
Sacramento Steps Forward. You don’t have
to look at the statistics to understand the
severity of this epidemic – just look outside.
Thousands occupy the streets without
shelter, sustenance, or security. In a pseudodemocracy: when you lose your house, you
lose your rights.

participating in the Community Dinner
Project are taking direct action against this
injustice.
First launched on a brisk evening on
December 9th, 2014, the Community
Dinner Project tirelessly stands up against
dehumanizing acts against the homeless by
illegally feeding the homeless outside of City
Hall every Tuesday evening at 4:30pm with
fresh, organic meals, passing out clothing
and toiletries, and creating a safe space
within City Hall chambers for people from
all different walks of life to partake in the
weekly meetings.

Going against strictures on feeding the
homeless, the CDP (Community Dinner
Project) defied importunate police officers
during their first event. Officers blocked the
long line of hungry people, galvanizing an
upset crowd that chanted, “WHO DO YOU
PROTECT? WHO DO YOU SERVE?”
CDP volunteers passed plates of food out
around the blockade and continued to feed
all attendees. During the council meeting
Sacramento’s anti-camping ordinance has
rendered encampment in public AND private after the first CDP event, people spoke out
areas illegal and is considered a misdemeanor about public comments being evaded, which
punishable by a jail sentence of no more than resulted in 3 arrests.
6 months or a fine of no more than $1,000.
James Lee “Faygo” Clark, the CDP
Someone could actually get convicted for
spokesperson and one of the people who
resting.

was arrested at the meeting asserts, “If we
are to build a more united, compassionate,
equal, and just community, we must start
with those who society has left behind.” He
goes on to say, “The ultimate measure of
a society is how they treat the poor, which
speaks volumes of a city that spends more
to criminalize the poor and homeless than it
does to improve the situation.”
An organized occupation of City Hall began
on December 8th, 2015, to decry the camping
ordinance. Activists, including the CDP, will
encamp on the grounds of City Hall for an
indeterminate amount of time until either the
ordinance is lifted or a refuge for those in
need of shelter is implemented.
CDP volunteers have given a fair warning to
council members about the occupation that
would take place if their concerns were not
heeded. It’s been 6 years since the promises.
It’s time to make safe ground a reality.
Sidney Gordon is a writer and activist with
the Community Dinner Project

Update: At 2 am on January 2, 2016, police
came out enmass -- three people were cited
and four people were arrested.

Here’s the catch: the ordinance does not
apply to Call of Duty gamers encamping
outside of a Gamestop to be the first to get
their hands on a newly released game, or
Trekkies waiting to see a new movie.
This is an attack on the homeless, despite
the unconstitutional complexion of the law.
A spontaneous protest was held in September
2009 that involved the encampment of
dozens of homeless civilians in a vacant
lot with the permission of the lot owner,
The 2009 protest ended after Mayor Kevin
Johnson’s promised to create “safe ground”
for those without shelter.
Six years later and the features of the anticamping ordinance remain in effect with no
services provided to the targeted social class.
Since City Council won’t take this violation
of the 8th amendment - which prohibits cruel
and unusual punishment - seriously, activists

Faygo at City Hall Occupation
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Rude Awakenings
By Suzanne Hastings
If you’re anything like me, you’ve probably
thought camping was fun. And in the right
venue, it probably still is. At the Community
Dinner Project city hall occupation, (see
accompanying article, “A Holiday For
Change”) I have spent at least two nights
camping. You lay on the cold ground on a
mat. You hear the voices of other homeless
nearby and the remarks of unknown
passersby. This is not “fun” camping; but
this is a way of life for many.
Last night, Dec. 20, I spent what can only be
called the night from hell. Even with a tarp
over and under me, the rain became a very
real threat. If your gear gets wet, you’re up
the proverbial creek without the proverbial
paddle. So you fight to protect your gear. You
fight to keep your tarp from blowing away.
It’s a war between you and the wind. You’re
in the trenches. The wind is firing over-head
and, like all wars, you must keep vigilant.
At 11:00, I had to wake up and drag my gear
back into the line of fire. I covered myself
with the tarp leaving a vent for breathing, and
watched the air fill the tent like a balloon. The
rain dampened two of my blankets.
Food is donated. Along with hot coffee. But
many have come by and asked for something
to eat. Some have not eaten since lunch at
Loaves and Fishes. Some have not eaten for
days. If you need the bathroom, our portapotty was forcibly removed. You have
to make a four-block trek to the Amtrak
station. It’s brutally cold out. So you walk
quickly. If you want to eat, you bundle in a
blanket and get a sandwich, or whatever else
is offered.

sleep indoors, it will jab at me like the trickle
of icy rain water or the fingers of the wind.
I wake up at 8:00 to chase my tarp that nearly
blew into the street. With tears in my eyes,
I folded my borrowed blankets, keeping the
two damp ones to take home to dry. I hold out
the tarp to fold it and it flapped and furled like
the flag of a defeated country. The only good
part of the morning was being able to use the
bathroom at city hall.
I went home thinking I’m one of the lucky
ones. I have a home to go to. I wiped away
tears knowing that there are many who fight
this battle every day—the ones we ignore, the
ones who become invisible, and are nothing
more than human trash to many.
Camping is fun. When it rains, you can go in
your tent or just go home. For some, camping
is home. When we walk past those huddled in
storefronts, on benches, or in alley ways, and
bus shelters. There’s an indigenous proverb,
“Pray that I may not criticize my neighbor
until I’ve walked a mile in his moccasins.”

Suzanne Hastings is a writer and an activist
member of the Community Dinner Project
and the Sacramento Homeless Organizing
Committee.

The Flag of Peace
by Rafael Jesus Gonzalez
When the earth is ravaged and the animals are dying,
a new tribe of people shall come unto the earth from
many colors, classes, creeds, and who by their actions
and deeds shall make the earth green again. They
will be known as the warriors [peace-makers] of the
Rainbow.
Old Native American Prophecy
It has been several centuries that Samuel Johnson
said that patriotism is the last refuge of scoundrels. It
is true today as much as ever and the scoundrels are
fond of waving flags of various stripes and colors to
hide or flaunt their villainy.
All flags are beautiful, but association often makes
them ugly. However, there is one flag, universal
enough that even nature flies, which inspires me and I
do not hesitate to raise. It is the rainbow flag of peace.
For good reason have the colors of the prism been
sign of peace and joy. It was the rainbow that
appeared to Noah as a sign of peace, and in almost all
cultures I have studied or heard of, the rainbow is an
auspicious sign of hope, promise, joy.
Justly so, the peace movement throughout Europe,
Latin America, and throughout the world, has flown
the rainbow flag as the flag of peace.
It is also the flag of the Rainbow Family (or Tribe)
flown at Rainbow Gatherings that since 1969 convene
yearly in the name of sister/brotherhood to celebrate
life and the Earth in peace and joy.

The Call
What can I say to entice you
------to defend the Earth?
Remind you how the sun feels?
The taste of salt, the smell of bay?
a cricket’s chirp on a summer night,
the rainbow after rain?
-----What it is to love?
Shall I appeal to your joy
------or to your fear?
Earth can be terrible
in her storms & in her quakes
but she is the measure of any paradise
---------we will ever imagine.
You & I will die all too soon
------but that life will not go on
-----------is beyond accepting.
What can I say to make you love life
enough to act & raise your voice
----------in its defense?

You roll up in blankets. The wind will try to
rip these from you. The awning in front of
city hall is off limits and you can be charged
with trespassing if you stay beyond 11:00
PM.
I didn’t get much sleep.
The cops have not harassed us as long as we
stay on “our” side, and I think they hope we
just give up our battle with the elements and
move on. Some don’t have homes to go to.
Some may not have tarps. Some had what
little gear they had confiscated.
I asked myself, since when did America
become so inhuman to its citizens?
The one’s who have been priced out by
gentrification, whose jobs have been
outsourced, those who are forced to escape
an abusive environment, and those who age
out of foster care. This thought, like the wind
and the rain, kept me awake. And even if I

Suzanne Hastings at the City Hall Occupation

--

------© Rafael Jesús González 2015
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Career and Life Matrix (CALM)

By Brooke Purves

Goodwill Sacramento Valley Northern Nevada
and Sacramento Steps Forward are partnering to
deliver a new tool to those in immediate need of
employment and housing services.
The Career and Life Matrix (CALM)
personalizes the assessment experience for
anyone coming into a shelter or service provider,
and guides that individual to a tailored list of
critical resources in several different areas of life
management.
“We feel this is a product people will, once they
use it, find tangible results,” says Bill Knowlton,
Fund Development Director at Next Move,
Sacramento Steps Forward’s family shelter.
As the lead agency addressing the concerns of
homeless individuals in the greater Sacramento
area, Sacramento Steps Forward is in a prime
position to utilize CALM throughout the
continuum of care.
Sacramento Steps Forward will utilize CALM
with Next Move as clients come into the shelter,
but SSF navigators will also be bringing the
digital assessment tool directly to many of those
in crisis.
CALM can be accessed through cell phones,
iPads and tablets, all of which are easily
delivered to any individual in need.
“Going where the people are is so important,”
says Knowlton. “The world gets … very scary
when you don’t have a house, don’t have a car.”
The focus at the shelter level will be on
housing and employment at first, but Knowlton
acknowledged the expansive potential using
something like CALM.
“As we grow, we are going to grow with the
tool,” he says.
Many chronically homeless—or even newly
homeless—individuals are familiar with intake
assessments. But CALM is different from the
traditional tools in that it allows each client
to personally evaluate his or her life situation,
transferring power from the agency to the
individual in determining one’s level of selfsufficiency.
The client considers where he or she is positioned
on a spectrum for each of 24 different life areas,
including health and wellness, transportation,
legal issues and workplace skills, all by clicking
on different boxes—from less desirable “I have
no income” to more desirable “I am employed …
and earn enough to pay my bills …” —within the
digital matrix.
At the end of the self-assessment, the user is
presented with an Individual Service Plan (ISP),
created specifically to address the multiple needs

selected, with links to providers within the user’s
geographical area. In the end, the client chooses
which area of her life she’d like to work on first
and makes the calls herself, with a coach’s help,
if desired.
Rachel Wickland, vice president of workforce
development with Goodwill, says that bundling
services—that is, setting up a comprehensive
plan of attack—increases a client’s success rate
by three to four times. This method recognizes
that issues of housing, for example, are rarely
just issues of housing: Access to affordable and
stable housing is affected by financial, health
and wellness, education, legal and transportation
issues as well.
Seeing different levels of stability in each area
also helps the user to recognize what lifestyles
may be most conducive to economic and housing
stability, without being told what specific things
he or she may need to do. Instead, the matrix
subtly guides the client onto a path of success.
And because the focus of the matrix is on
behaviors rather than feelings, the client and
coach together make objective decisions about
what resources are needed without any fears of
judgement.
Wickland says the program can be adapted to
any organization’s case management system, and
can be used to track a client’s progress across
different agencies, even when they moves out of
the area. This could be a critical advancement in
streamlining and continuing care, whether the
client is on the streets, in a shelter, or in another
form of housing.
One of the most innovative characteristics of the
CALM matrix is its accessibility and privacy.
Anyone with internet access can use the CALM
website. The website does ask for a name, phone
number and email address in case the user wants
someone to do a follow up contact, or to schedule
an appointment with a coach, but CALM can still
be used anonymously with an alias.
In additional to availability through Next Move’s
shelters and navigators, CALM will also be
accessible at the Goodwill Jobs(+) facility at
8001 Folsom Blvd., where the goal will be to
help the client work toward job readiness. Plans
are in the works to install kiosks in Goodwill
stores throughout the region.
CALM went online at learnearnachieve.org in
October.
Knowlton says the navigators will start training
with the CALM matrix early this fall, and should
“boots to the ground” by the start of the new
year.
“It’s limitless on what we can do going forward,”
says Knowlton.

Transitions Clinic
3647 40th St.
Sacramento, CA 95817
Office: 916-452-1068
Email: transitions.drflynn@gmail.com

Dr. Neil Flynn, MD;
Medical Director

This is a Buprenorphine & Suboxone Clinic.
We are here to help people addicted to opiates;
Vicoden, Oxycontin, Norco, Herion.

Call for appointment.
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Women & Children

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Dinner,
breakfast clothing for residents: Men/Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays at 1PM.
442-0331

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32: Breakfast for Women and children 8am-9am. Day
shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for women and
families.

St. Johnís Shelter: Women and Children.
4410 Power Inn Rd. Call between 10am &
3pm for space availability. 453-1482
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority.
7:30pm Chapel Service with meal afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents. Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to all
homeless men: 447-3268
Next Move (formerly SAEHC) 24 hr Family Shelter; Families, single adults with children who have no other resource: Womenís
Refuge; single women, no children: Call for
screening/space availability 455-2160
Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many
services
Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church
service 7:00pm required, dinner following
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch at
noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available 7
am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays:
at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on Sundays .
WomenísCivic Improvement Center: Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30 lunch
M-F 452-2866
Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sunday
1:30 pm. All Welcome.
Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5 pm
All Welcome.
Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after 10
am church service; dinner 6:30 pm after 5
pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7 pm after
6 pm church service. Must attend services.
452-7078

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast:
M-W-F continental breakfast for women and
children. 454-9688
see Youth Services for young adults
Free Clothing
Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. (at
Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri. 456-1980
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women
and Children: Thurs. 9 am signup, 9:30-10am
bible study, 10 am - 12 pm shop. 447-3268
Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all
welcome. 452-7078
Medical
Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children:
Nurseís office in Friendship park 7:30am &
12:30pm. 446-3345
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway
(Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am - 12:30
pm 874-8300
Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless
Mental Health Clinic, Tues,Wed,Thurs, 8-am
only. Mental Health evaluation, medication
if needed. Housing referrals for mentally ill,
GA refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
443-6972
TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.íAí St. Blding.
A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to transitional living programs, independant living, mental
health support services; SSI/SSDI application assistance;
Walk-ins 8-11am M-F
440-1500
Genesis: Professional Counseling for life
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeLaney
Center). 699-1536

Youth Services
Wind Youth Services: Drop-In Center for
youth (ages 12-24) experiencing homelessness: 1722 J Street, M-F 9am-6pm, S-S
10am-2pm: Emergency shelter for ages
12-17, call 1-800-339-7177: Emergency

The Sacramento Housing Alliance is a network of concerned
citizens who promote decent affordable housing for low income
households and homeless people
through advocacy and participation in public discourse.
For more info, or if you would like
to participate, please call:

Resources List

Night Shelters

About SHA

shelter for ages 18-24, call 916-561-4900.
Services also include: street outreach, case
management, mental health
Crisis Intervention
WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault and their children.
Referrals to court mandated battery intervention programs, Safe house, 24 hr. crisis line:
920-2952

AIDS / HIV
AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent
housing services to homeless persons living
with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Education and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care,
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and regional prevention/ed classes. 443-3299

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org
1800 21st Street Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811
The SHA does not itself
provide or manage housing.
Veterans
VA Outreach: 1-800-827-1000
Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547
Mather VA Social Works: help getting DD214, any vet. (916) 843-7064
Sacramento Veterans Resource Center
7270 East Southgate Dr. 393-8387
Miscellaneous

Homeward
Street
Journal has been publishing since 1997 as
a non-profit project
of the Sacramento
Homeless Organizing
Committee, which is a member of the
Sacramento Housing Alliance. The
paper’s mission is to alleviate miscommunication between communities by
educating the public about housing and
poverty issues, and by giving homeless people a voice in the public forum.
Homeward also informs homeless persons of shelter and occupational assistance, and acts as a creative self-help
opportunity for those individuals who
wish to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward are those of the authors, and
not necessarily the Sacramento
Housing Alliance or SHOC or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy
We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other
writing can be submitted at our office
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the address below.
All writing submitted for publication
will be edited as necessary, with due
respect for the author’s intent. The editors will attempt to consult with an author if changes are necessary, however,
the paper will go to print with the story
as edited if the author is unavailable.

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach
Program provides direct services to people
living with AIDS and HIV. Transportation to
social services, medical appointments, job interviews, and housing assistance. 447-2437

Francis House Center 1422 C St. Must get
a lottery number 9am. M,Tu,Th,F for Direct
Services: ID vouchers, transp. assistance; In
depth resource coaching by apt.; Veteran’s
advocac;, Notary services Thurs. call for apt.;
Job Development Center M,Tu,Th,F 9:30am
– 1pm. Family Rescue motel vouchers for
qualified families Mon. 1pm. (916) 443-2646

All Letters to the Editor must be signed
to be published. If the writer wishes to
remain anonymous s/he should so state,
but the letter must still be signed .

Harm Reduction Services: 40001 12 Ave.;
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; case
management for HIV; free medical clinic,
needle exchange. 456-4849

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway) Mon,
Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm, and Wed
4pm-7pm. 456-1980.

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous HIV
testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.
8747720.

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

In submitting articles to the paper,
authors give their permission to print
their submissions in accordance with
the above stipulations, as well as possible reprinting in NASNA member
papers, with due byline. Any requests
for stories outside the above three will
be referred to the author.

Legal Aid

Employment Development Department
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-F8am5pm. Unemployment, job services. 227-0300

Disability Rights, CA: Free legal services
for people with disabilities. Call for appt. toll
free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-747-1222.
Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725 28th St.
916-874-2256

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assistance and advocacy for problems related to
homelessness. 446-0368

Social Security Office: 8581 Folsom Blvd
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop, past
the flea market) M-F 9am-4:30pm 381-9410:
Natl line 1-800-772-1213

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc:
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm,
1pm-5pm. Problems with public benefits,
landlord / tenant, divorce clinic. Call for
appt. 551-2150
Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps,
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings. 7360616
Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer
Free Consultation (916) 658-1880

211 Sacramento
Dial 211

for tele-info & referral service
Califorina Youth Crisis Line:

Poetry and graphics will not be edited,
either the paper will publish the submission or not.

Subscriptions are available with a
$20 contribution. Make checks out to
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee).
Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with
the Homeward Street Journal in
any way.
Participants with the
paper are not allowed to solicit for
donations for L&F, nor make any
reference regarding the relationship
between Loaves & Fishes and this
newspaper whatsoever.
All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
PO Box 952
Sacramento, CA 95812

1-800-843-5200

The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

The paper may also be E-mailed at
homeward2@yahoo.com
On the web at:
http://homeward.wikispaces.com
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The Resistance Rises in Rooms of Air

By Cathleen Williams

Here, near the junction of Arroyo Seco and the Los Angeles River, the Ten
crosses 26th Street just south of Figueroa Boulevard. Driving down 26th
Street, under the overpass, suddenly you glimpse the room of air. It flashes
past like a stage set, caught just as the curtain rises.
This is a spacious suite, the kitchen furnished with two demure chairs facing
each other across a wooden table. Behind them, a cabinet and a water jug on
a shelf, each gesturing that this is, indeed, a kitchen.
Maybe two people have been sitting here, perhaps one leaning on his
elbows, the other pushing back, as they talked. Now, though, the room is
empty, the conversation over, the actors departed.
Next to the kitchen, a bedroom with a huge snowy bed, a pair of shoes
lined up on a plank. Sometimes two big bare feet angle up from beneath
the covers, exposed, no matter how damp the wintry night. Felipe lives
here, mysteriously unruffled and impervious. He will show you around with
pleasure, opening a bureau drawer to show a small collection of doubtful
items, a piece of rope, a plastic bracket.
The back wall, of course, is cement, but you half-expect a picture in a frame
will be hanging there, the sense of Felipe having moved in is so strong.
Nothing to open or leave ajar, no window or door, the imagined rooms,
the strange appropriate objects arranged so exactly – they speak of calm
and permanence, resisting displacement, transience, loss. They speak as if
they take for granted a certain reality: we all want the same thing. We want
to attach, to collect, to arrange, we want to hold and hold on. So what the
sonorous tires of cars and trucks thunder overhead. This space is occupied.
Visible yet invisible.

Liberty City before Eviction
the City Hall, as officials locked him up for vagrancy. His comrades did not
attempt to invade the town.”

The American people have long used occupation as a means of resistance,
protest, and appeal. In 1894, hundreds in “Coxey’s Army” marched from the
economically devastated industrial heartlands of Ohio and Pennsylvania,
and from the militant Pacific Northwest, headed for Washington D.C.

Then as now the movement was attacked by the press and by the army,
police, and authorities. “There is not the remotest prospect of any
Congressional action to grant a permit for any mob to assemble in the
Capitol grounds…The police are keeping a close watch…the vagrant laws
of the District will be put into operation.” (NYT 3/25/1894).

Though Coxey’s Army was supported by a sympathetic country, the New
York Times was critical, even sarcastic, describing the protesters as “hard
looking people” and ridiculing John Hammond, a six foot African American
who led one contingent: “his hat and shoes had passed the stage of
usefulness, and he bore the appearance of a typical tramp. He did not pass

Today, outside of the Sacramento City Hall, the occupation of the median
strip by the Community Dinner Project is daily expanding as protesters
build their rooms of air in the rain to protest Sacramento’s ban on “living
outside.” (See, “A Holiday For Change,” in this issue.)
In Berkeley, in November and December, until evicted by the police, a tent
city – called “Liberty City” – sprang up on the lawn in front of City Hall
inspired by the group, “First They Came For The Homeless,” to protest new
onerous ordinances.
In Santa Cruz last summer, the “Freedom Sleepers” camped out a city
hall to oppose ordinances that make it illegal to sleep in public covered or
uncovered between the hours of 11 pm and 8:30 am, and also criminalize
sleeping in cars.
In his 1966 essay, “Nonviolence: The Only Road To Freedom,” the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. summed up the situation today with
far-seeing words:
“[Now] we have left the realm of constitutional rights and we are entering
the area of human rights… it is morally right to insist that every person has
a decent house, an adequate education, and enough money to provide for the
basic necessities for one’s family.”
The resistance rises in rooms of air.

A Room in Open Air

Cathleen Williams is a board member of the Sacramento Homeless
Organizing Committee, a civil rights lawyer, and a poet.

