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By Cathleen Williams

As Homeward Street Journal goes to 
press, storms of public outrage and ex-
posure are gathering across the Ameri-
cas. 

Here in the United States, thousands 
of indigenous people from hundreds of 
tribes, national and international, along 
with legions of supporters, are raising 
tepees to withstand the winds of winter 
on the plains of North Dakota. 

The goal is to block the further con-
struction of the Dakota Access Pipeline, 
which would carry oil from the Bakken 
shale in North Dakota across several 
states, and under the Missouri River, the 
only source of water for the Standing 
Rock Sioux tribe. 

The very life of the Standing Rock 
Sioux is jeopardized by the pipeline, 
both because of its desecration of sacred 
lands and its proximity to their river.

The campaign of resistance has captured 
the imagination of the nation. It rep-
resents the largest coming together of 

Native people in more than 100 years. 
“The flags that flap overhead represent 
something more than a fight for clean 
water — they are a powerful statement 
of solidarity, a declaration of common 
interest.” (“Standing Firm At Standing 
Rock,” by Sara Jaffe, Bill Moyers and 
Company, September 28, 2016.)

The federal government, through the 
Army Corps of Engineers, has already 
issued permits authorizing pipeline 
construction under the Missouri River 
on tribal territory. However, with the 
election approaching, the Obama admin-
istration has granted a temporary stay.

The pipeline project is financed and 
undertaken by a consortium of corporate 
giants involved in international finance, 
oil, and infrastructure. It promises bil-
lions in short term profits.

At press time, arrests and forcible 
evictions of the protestors are continu-
ing. According to reports, on Saturday, 
October 22, 200 people participating 
in a prayer walk on public land were 
corralled and picked off one by one by 
private security forces and by Morton 

County Sheriff’s Department officers in 
riot gear. The National Guard, equipped 
with guns, armored vehicles and a low-
flying helicopter, has moved in. 
Standing Rock Sioux chairman Dave 
Archambault called for an end to law 
enforcement abuses on Sunday, October 
23.

“The militarization of local law enforce-
ment and enlistment of multiple law 
enforcement agencies from neighboring 
states is needlessly escalating violence 
and unlawful arrests against peaceful 
protestors at Standing Rock,” he said in 
a statement. “We do not condone reports 
of illegal actions but believe the major-
ity of peaceful protesters are reacting 
to strong arm tactics and abuses by law 
enforcement.”

Caravana Against Repression in Mexico

At the same time as the struggle at 
Standing Rock unfolds, the “Caravana 
Against Repression in Mexico” begins 
its month long journey this fall through 
more than 18 cities coast to coast in this 

Standing Rock & Caravana: Resisting Transnational Mega Corporations
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Public Protests Spreading Across the U.S.
By David Roddy

The year of 2016 saw social unrest 
explode across the United States. In 
every major city, protests aligned 
with Black Lives Matter responded 
to police shootings of unarmed black 
men by filling streets in opposition. 
The Standing Rock Sioux launched 
the ReZpect Our Water campaign 
against the Dakota Access oil 
pipeline. New York and California 
enacted new living wage standards 
after a year of popular mobilization. 
The platform of socialist Presidential 
candidate Bernie Sander’s energized 
millions of people and challenged 
the corporate political consensus.  
 
Last winter, homeless organizers 
mobilized protests and a homeless 

presence at Sacramento City Council 
meetings, at times with dozens of 
demonstrators showing up in opposi-
tion to the city’s anti-camping ordi-
nance. Other demonstrators camped 
outside City Hall in direct violation 
of the law for a long time. 
 
 In the spring, students at UC Davis 
staged an occupation of the office 
of now-former Chancellor Linda 
Katehi, protesting what they argued 
was a pro-corporate administration 
that was detached from the needs of 
students and faculty. 

In the summer, Black Lives Matter 
rallied in Sacramento against the 
killings of Alton Sterling in Baton 

Continued Page  3
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country, including Sacramento, to speak on the 
deteriorating human rights situation in Mexico. 

The Caravana brings diverse communities to op-
pose the U.S. funded “Plan Mexico,” aka “Meri-
da Initiative.” It is “a multi-billion dollar military 
program that supplies weapons, heavy artillery, 
training and intelligence services to the Mexican 
government and has fueled the militarization of 
the countryside under the pretext of fighting the 
war on drugs.” (Caravana press release.)

There is a connection between the two move-
ments – at Standing Rock and throughout Mexico 
– now swinging into action. The U.S. and Mexi-
can governments are closely linked. Together 
they are not only erasing the border for corpora-
tions, even while they further demonize migrants, 
but actually restructuring their governments to 
meet the needs of the new, technologically ad-
vanced, global economy. 

It is significant that very same company that is 
financing and constructing the Dakota Access 
pipeline, Energy Transfer Partners, was quietly 
granted federal permits in May of this year to 
build two other pipelines – from Texas to Mexico. 
These pipelines, the Trans-Pecos and Comanche 
Trail, will flood the newly privatized Mexican oil 
market. (Ecowatch 9/20/16).

Everything is being changed, as what were 
thought to be fundamental rights are being elimi-
nated. Unions and popular resistance is under at-
tack. There are three main actors in this scenario: 
the Mexican government and military; the U.S. 
government and military; and the billion dollar 
criminal enterprises that are called “drug cartels.” 
Their collaboration has turned Mexico into a 
“narco-state.” 

The narco-state is now being uncovered as the 
toll of kidnapping and killing mounts into the 
tens of thousands nationwide. Since the imple-
mentation of Plan Mexico, it is known that at 
least 70,000 have been killed and 28,000 have 
disappeared.

At the center of all this economic transformation 
and   political repression is the cooperation of 
Mexico and the U.S.
 
In the 90’s, NAFTA (the North American Free 
Trade Agreement) accelerated this process of 
collaboration. The treaty opened Mexico to U.S 
corporations.  They established low wage indus-
tries and flooded the Mexican market with cheap 
subsidized goods, especially corn, impoverishing 
the Mexican small farmer. And, of course, all 
of this strengthened and enriched the Mexican 
oligarchy as well. 

In 2007, Plan Mexico (also called the Merida 
Initiative) was agreed upon by Presidents George 
W. Bush and Felipe Calderon. Under the Plan, 
the U.S. government (through the Departments of 
Defense and Justice) has spent nearly $3 billion 
on “security aid” to Mexico. 

“Much of this aid actually goes to contracts with 
U.S.-based defense firms, who make millions 
on everything from helicopter training to com-
munications equipment and computer software 
to night-vision goggles, surveillance aircraft, 
satellites, etc.” (Center for Economic and Policy 
Research, Apr 7, 2015). 

Now, the Caravana Against Repression in Mexi-
co” brings to the United States the voices of fami-
lies and communities fighting against the repres-
sion, disappearances and impunity of Mexican 
authorities. (Caravana Press Release).

·The Caravana includes students of Raúl Isidro 
Burgos Rural Teachers’ College, best known 
as Ayotzinapa Rural Teachers’ College where 
the education has a strong commitment to 
social justice and respect for Indigenous cul-
tures. 43 students of the teachers’ college were 
kidnapped in Iguala on Sep 26, 2014. Two 
mothers of the disappeared are also travelling 
with the Caravana. Despite efforts to cover-
up the crime, it is now acknowledged that it 
resulted from the collaboration between the 
drug cartels of Guerrero State and government 
at every level. 

·The Caravana includes representatives of Xoch-
icuautla, an Otomi Indigenous community that 
fights, in a struggle that parallels that of the 
Standing Rock Sioux, against the forceful dis-
placement of families and communities from 
their land by trans-national mega projects. In 
the past year, Mexican state police forcefully 
entered the village of San Francisco Xochicu-
atla, attacked indigenous land defenders and 

Standing Rock & Caravana     continued from page 1
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Rouge, La., and Philando Castile in St. Paul, Minn. 
Protests accelerated this autumn with the release of 
video footage of the Sacramento Police Dept. shoot-
ing a mentally distressed Joseph Mann, resulting in 
demonstrators shutting down an October 13th meet-
ing of City Council on police reform and council 
members fleeing. 
 
All these movements are united by foregoing a reli-
ance on institutional means of social change, instead 
relying on the disruption of those institutions. In 
1966, sociologists Frances Fox Piven and Richard 
noted the effect of this phenomenon in their Nation 
essay “The Weight of the Poor: A Strategy to End 
Poverty.” 
 
“We ordinarily think of major legislation as taking 
form only through established electoral processes. 
We tend to overlook the force of crisis in precipitat-
ing legislative reform, partly because we lack a theo-
retical framework by which to understand the impact 
of major disruptions…By crisis, we mean a publicly 
visible disruption in some institutional sphere.” 
 
This tendency towards disruption is indicative of the 
bottom-up nature of contemporary social uprisings: 
they are an organic expression of political power by 
those with no other recourse. The problem for 2017 
and beyond is how organizers can unite these vari-
ous strands of struggle into a political program that 
can retain the spontaneous energy and autonomous 
nature of modern movements against racist state 
violence and neoliberal capitalism, while building 
capacity for mass participation (all while avoiding 
cooptation and the diminishment of transformational 
demands to conciliatory reforms).  
 
A political platform that unites the demands of local 
movements--from the establishment of a right to rest, 
to an independent civilian police oversight board-

-while allowing them to retain independence from 
establishment politics could provide a mechanism to 
harness multiple strains of opposition to the status 
quo without compromising their autonomy. What is 
certain is that 2016 has exposed the dysfunction and 
complete lack of responsiveness and accountabil-
ity of state power to the needs of the people— this 
year’s social unrest and uprisings have proven that 
people across the nation and in Sacramento are will-
ing to not only enact change within their communi-
ties by demanding reforms to corrupt institutions but 
also expose the possibility of building real political 
power that can revolutionize those institutions. 
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destroyed their encampment in or-
der to allow construction of a huge 
new highway.  The project will cut 
down much of the Otomí forest 
which belongs to the indigenous 
people of the area.

·The Caravana includes families 
of victims of the June 19th 2016 
Nochixtlán massacre in Oaxaca 
where federal police forces shot at 
protesting teachers and the people 
of this town who reject the recent-
ly imposed Education Reform Law 
which privatizes education on the 
corporate model, as well as teacher 
representatives from the Union.

·The Caravana includes farm-work-
ers from San Quintín, Baja Cali-
fornia Norte, who have been in 
a long fight to defend their labor 
from hyper-exploitation and have 
called for a continued boycott of 
Driscoll berries until a collec-
tive bargaining agreement can be 
signed. This agribusiness giant has 
despoiled the water and the land as 
well as paying below subsistence 
wages to agricultural workers 
while denying union recognition. 

·The Caravana includes representa-
tives of “Nuestras Hijas de Re-
greso a Casa” from Ciudad Juarez, 
Chihuahua, who have denounced 
the violence against women and 
the forced disappearances termed 
“feminicide” in México triggered 
by the narco-state’s militarization 
of the “drug war.”

According to Al Rojas, President of 
the local Northern California chapter 
of the Labor Council for Latin Ameri-
can Advancement, all these move-
ments involve the women, the moth-
ers, the daughters, who are rebelling 
because their children have been cap-
tured and killed. Like Standing Rock, 
the resistance has been non-violent, 
peaceful and unified,  involving thou-
sands of protestors across Mexico.

“They are coming to say, wake up, 
look, see what is happening – not 
only the border wall, not only the 
millions of deportations, not only the 
racist slurs. We need to confront right 
now what the U.S. government is do-
ing in Mexico, we need to call for an 
end to NAFTA, Plan Mexico and the 
human rights abuses taking place with 
our money and in our name.”

Public Protests continued from page 1Standing Rock
conclusion



Sacramento residents respond to police 
killings with civic engagement, protest,

 & community building 

By Niki Jones

The morning of April 8th Sacramento Police 
Department officers shot Dazion Flenaugh 7 
times, killing him after he ran from them through 
the neighborhood. The officers involved were 
Dustin Southward, Jeffrey Carr and Eric Toomey, 
according to police spokesperson Bryce Heinlein. 
They are back to regular duty. Sac PD has refused 
to release a police report, an autopsy report, or 
police footage if any exists, even to the family, 
citing Department policy. 

On July 11th officers John Tennis and Randy 
Lozoya, fired 18 shots, hitting Joseph Mann 14 
times after intentionally trying to run him over 
with their car twice upon their arrival. Other of-
ficers were already on the scene attempting to talk 
to an obviously distressed Joseph as he attempts 
to walk away. This can all be seen in recently re-
leased civilian and surveillance footage published 
by The Sacramento Bee and dash cam footage of 
his killing that came out afterward. Those officers 
are now on modified duty. 

Both men, African American and middle-aged, 
were experiencing homelessness and mental 
health crisis at the time of the police encounters 
that led to their death. Roughly half of all police 
killings nationally are of someone experiencing a 
mental health crisis.  

On October 22nd 2015, Sacramento County Sher-
iffs Department officers killed Adrienne Ludd 
after a car chase that allegedly led to a standoff 
and shoot out. Sheriff’s officials have, however, 
stated that Adrienne’s gun never fired, claiming 
that it jammed. They have not released an inci-
dent report, an autopsy report or the dash camera 
footage, with Sheriff Scott Jones saying he does 
not have to. 

These tragic deaths, others nation wide and a lack 
of transparent law enforcement, city or county 
response have given steam to a movement that 
for years has organized against police brutal-
ity, lack of accountability, and systems of power 
and their narratives that perpetuate this violence 
and impunity. Sacramento community members 
and groups including Black Lives Matter Sacra-
mento, ANSWER Coalition, The Brown Berets 
and others have organized and participated in 
protests, community meetings, vigils, and block 
parties throughout winter, spring, summer and 
now fall calling for police accountability to the 
communities they serve, justice in these cases and 
an end to racist, violent policing. Most recently 
on the annual National Day of Protest Against 
Police Brutality, October 22nd, people gathered 
at Sacramento Police Department on Freeport 
Blvd. to demand justice for Joseph Mann, Dazion 
Flenaugh and their families and an end to legacies 

of state discrimination and violence against black, 
brown and poor communities. The same day was 
the one year anniversary of Adrienne Ludd’s kill-
ing and BLM Sacramento marked the day with 
the Black Love Block Party at McClatchy Park, 
which included dancing, a bounce house, healing 
justice exercises, a huge BBQ and much more.
 
 For months these community members and other 
groups including Law Enforcement Accountabil-
ity Directive, SacACT, and Sacramento Regional 
Coalition to End Homelessness have advocated 

to the Sacramento Community Police Commis-
sion, Sacramento City Council and the County 
Board of Supervisors for accountability and more 
just policing policies. These advocacy efforts 
recently culminated in a special presentation on 
September 13th to City Council by members 
of the Mann and Flenaugh families, BLM Sac, 
L.E.A.D., SacACT, and the local NAACP. The 
groups brought many policy suggestions and 
system critiques. 

Damian Flenaugh spoke about his family’s expe-
rience after his brothers killing and his frustration 
with the system, “I truly wonder why there isn’t 
any transparency or accountability, I mean my 
brother, I don’t even know how many times he 
was shot, that’s how little information we got, we 
got nothing…they gave us no answers and still 
won’t…It just seems like policies and laws are in 
place for inequality and injustice and that needs 
to change.” 

These groups advocated for a police commis-
sion with investigatory and oversight powers and 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the current 
police commission, created in August of 2015, 
which can only make policy recommendations 
to the Mayor and Council and hope those sug-
gestions are adopted and passed on to the City 
Manager, the Chief of Police and eventually the 
force. They have zero enforcement or oversight 
capabilities. 

Trina Allen passionately asked, “Why does your 
Community Police Commission have zero over-
sight power over a police department that refuses 
to provide basic transparency or accountability to 
the families of their victims but feels free to flood 
the media with their proven lies? The answer is 
in your world class facade. You create smoke 
screens of reform while your systemically op-
pressed community members die in the streets.” 
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Community Organizations Confront Police Violence

Continued Next Page



Kevin Johnson went on that night to create an ad-
ditional policy recommending committee including 
Council Members Larry Carr, Rick Jennings, Eric 
Guerra, and Allen Warren. This planned presenta-
tion, about an hour and forty five minutes long, 
though absent from the City Council Meeting 
Agenda, drew well over 200 community members, 
many having to wait outside the chambers, most in 
support of real police reform. Though not on the 
agenda, it is noted in the Draft Minutes under Spe-
cial Presentations entitled “Valuing our Community 
and Moving Sacramento Forward.” 

One month later on October 13th, Larry Carr was 
on the agenda to give an update what is being 
called the Police Use of Force Policy, it did not ref-
erence the Community Police Commission. In the 
absence of Kevin Johnson or Rick Jennings, Carr 
also ran the meeting. Many of the same commu-
nity members who came out for the September 3rd 
meeting were in attendance, plus others, over 150 
people. With more police officers lining the room 
than usual, Carr decided to go beyond the City 
Clerk’s usual logistical announcements and warn 
the those present that they were discussing emo-
tional issues and he did not want any disruptions, 
advised folks that if they could be asked to leave or 
arrested if they did not comply. 

During the public comment on the item, the 4th of 
27 speakers signed up, Jay King drew a short ap-
plause, Larry Carr interrupted to tell the crowd not 
to clap, that they were many speakers tonight and 
that they couldn’t hear when there was applause. 
King continued and drew another applause, Carr 
interrupted again saying “This is my second warn-
ing, do not clap when people are speaking. We will 
clear the room.” “Well clear the room then, we are 
tired.” replied King. You could hear the low tones 
of the room’s response beginning when Carr called 
for a council recess. For that short recess many re-
mained inside chambers speaking out on the issues 
that brought them there that night and cheering 
freely for one another. When the meeting resumed 
King and the 24 other speakers passionately shared 
and the crowd, with several more warnings, could 
be seen visibly trying to limit their own clapping 
to silent gestures of approval to meet the demands 
of Council. The next week as community members 
and lobbyists spoke in support of a $270 million re-
development package, there was no such applause 
policing by Carr, who also ran that meeting. 

Jay King’s words that drew Carr’s interruption, 
“We’re tired of being harassed, bullied, mistreated, 
and disrespected by the people we pay to protect 
us; they’re called the police.” This sentiment and 
the experiences that drive it do not seem to be 
disappearing, despite years of commissions and 
committees. In Sacramento and worldwide, people 
are looking for impactful reform that changes the 
ways officers interact within their communities, 
that shifts historically unbalanced, white suprema-
cist power, and that ultimately saves lives. 
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By Suzanne Hastings

A diverse crowd, mostly African Ameri-
cans, mingled during the recent celebration 
of the Sacramento branch of the Black 
Panther Party. While the free breakfast 
was being prepared, people circulated, 
admiring the photos, drawings, paintings 
and other art work that depicted the Black 
Panther movement in its many facets: Ev-
erything from the early civil rights to the 
Modern day “Black Lives Matter”.

One of the founders of the Black Panthers, 
Bobby Seale, had people lining up to 
shake his hand and buy copies of his new 
book, “Power to the People! The World of 
the Black Panthers”.

Seale was one of the “Chicago 8.” He was 
charged with inciting a riot after the 1968 
Democratic convention in Chicago. He 
was sentenced to 4 years in prison for con-
tempt of court, and was released in 1972.

But one must ask oneself about the chang-
es that have taken place in 48 years. Sadly, 
racism is still alive and well. A black 
person is more likely to be killed by police 
than a white one. “That is why Black Lives 
matter,” Seale explained to the Sacramento 
Bee (10/ 9/16 Sacramento Bee). The Pan-
thers tried to get people to vote 48 years 
ago; now Seale wants to get Black Lives 
Matter involved in elections.

The group at the Brick House was 
large and diverse, everyone from 
small children to people who were 
around when the Panthers were 
first founded. They gathered out 
back for a breakfast of pancakes, 
eggs, sausage and bacon, fruit 
and various juices.  Bobby Seale 
gave a traditional African bless-
ing, thanking ancestors, and the 
elements of North, East, South and 
West.

Despite negative press the Pan-
thers received in the late 60’s and 
early 70’s, they did a lot of good 
for all people, black and white. 
They founded Head Start, WIC 

(Women, Infants and Children), free 
breakfast programs, free dental and health 
screenings. They originally had the “10 
point” program: this included better hous-
ing, full employment, and exemptions for 
black men fighting in Vietnam.

This was an exhibit of very powerful art. 
Many of the slogans from the early days 
of the Black Panther Party are eerily still 
significant today. And, as it’s been said 
many times before, “A picture is worth a 
thousand words!”

Black Panthers Celebrate 
48th Anniversary at Brick House Gallery

Community Organizations
conclusion



by Niki Jones

Nowadays find Michael, full gray beard 
and red suspenders, having Art and 
Revolution theater rehearsal in South-
side Park, distributing the Homeward 
Street Journal at the Sunday farmer’s 
market, working a community garden, 
or if you’re lucky and his ukulele is in 
working condition, find him sharing his 
growing talent throughout the central 
city. Michael is an activist. A musician, 
an actor, a son, a brother, a friend. He 
has had a long journey to here, one he is 
still very much on. 

Born in Maryland, Michael Han-
sen grew up on “3/4 of the northern 
hemisphere.” His earliest memories, 
watching Lassie, occurred here on the 
West Coast in Salinas, California. From 
9-16 years old, his mother’s marriage 
to an army staff sergeant, about whom 
Michael says “my daddy was a Texan 
and a Southern Baptist, and lived up 
to those stereotypes,” took them to 
Germany. 

He grew up with two sisters, but more 
recently found that his family is larger 
than he thought. “I have a baby brother 
I just found out about a few months 
ago…and I have another sister that I 
thought was a cousin…it’s great with all 
of five of us, to see what kind of differ-
ent lifestyles we had.” 

It was 1997 when Michael, working 
at Franklin Templeton Investments, 
decided to help the company open their 
office in Rancho Cordova, “I was tired 

of Florida,” he says. So back across 
the continent he came, to Sacramento 
County. He worked as an account asso-
ciate until, in 2008, after thirteen years 
with the company, Michael lost his 
job. His next steps were unclear. This 
became the case for many that year. It 
was a tumultuous time in the nation as 
criminal banking practices worldwide 
crippled local economies everywhere, 
including Sacramento. “I had stock 
options and all that, I guess a normal 
person would be looking for work.”

In October of 2011, as every major 
city in America saw an Occupation, 
Sacramento did too. Michael was 
noticing. “(protest was) something I 
always wanted to do.” He began giving 
contributions to the cause. By 2012, he 
was out of money. “I knew the money 
would run out eventually and when 
I ran out of money, I joined the Oc-
cupation.” Michael participated in the 
foreclosure working group, de-escala-
tion and non-violent communication 
training and many other actions and 
activities throughout the Occupation. 
“I never thought I’d be a musician or 
actor and it wasn’t until Occupy that I 
saw those opportunities. I didn’t really 
do anything before I was homeless, 
work, ate, slept, watched movies, and it 
was being homeless that expanded my 
boundaries.” 

The community involvement helped 
him see the world differently, “un-
derstanding systemic racism was a 
really big thing that happened during 
Occupy.” He also was encouraged to 

begin playing his ukulele by a fellow 
supporter, “I was very amateur, never 
really played publicly… well it took me 
awhile, three songs I would play in pub-
lic. So I had to start learning, playing 
by ear, and doing research when things 
got more complicated.” He says he’s 
gone through about a ukulele a year. 
Though the occupation itself ended, the 
organizing, arts, and social justice issue 
advocacy carry on for Michael with Oc-
cupy, Sacramento Homeless Organizing 
Committee and other groups. 

Through his work with SHOC, Mi-
chael very recently began selling The 
Homeward Street Journal, “It’s going 
to be like my ukulele playing, its going 
to take a bit of practice to ‘play’ the 
papers.” He feels like being his self 
will be the most effective way. He’s 
also used his computer skills to help the 
paper by building a database.

“I built a database that makes it easier 
to do the monetary reports related to 
the paper, how much money brought in, 
how many papers, how many distribu-
tors are actually getting papers…all that 
good ‘ol accountant stuff.” He is also 
working on SHOC’s garden project. 
About SHOC and the Homeward he 
says, “It gives me something to do, 
especially the garden with the physical 
labor. It’s been something different for 
me.” 

About city officials and their policies on 
homelessness he says, “Their brain is 
wired different and no amount of slaps 
to the head will make a difference. Or 

pies to the face for that matter, though 
they are entertaining…I’ve heard sug-
gestions that city council go be home-
less for a week.” Would it help? “I have 
my doubts. It’s always a possibility of 
course.”
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A Special Thanks to Our
 Homeward Underwriters:
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Michael Soloman

Sacramento Loaves & Fishes 
Organize Sacramento

Paratransit, Inc. 
Merchants National Bank

By Suzanne Hastings © 2016      
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clip & mail coupon

I want to help HOMEWARD continue in Sacramento. 
Enclosed find my donation of $20 for a one year subscription. 

Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812

Homeward Street 
Journal has been pub-
lishing since 1997 as 
a non-profit project 
of the Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing 

Committee, which is a member of the 
Sacramento Housing Alliance.  The 
paper’s mission is to alleviate miscom-
munication between communities by 
educating the public about housing and 
poverty issues, and by giving home-
less people a voice in the public forum.  
Homeward also informs  homeless per-
sons of shelter and occupational assis-
tance,   and acts as a creative self-help 
opportunity for those individuals who 
wish to participate.

 The opinions expressed in Home-
ward  are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily the Sacramento 
Housing Alliance or SHOC or Home-
ward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or con-
tributions:  Articles, poems and other 
writing can be submitted at our office 
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the ad-
dress below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The edi-
tors will attempt to consult with an au-
thor if changes are necessary, however, 
the paper will go to print with the story 
as edited  if the author is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be edited, 
either the paper will publish the sub-
mission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as pos-
sible reprinting in INSP member pa-
pers, with due byline.  Any requests for 
stories outside the above three will be 
referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$20 contribution.  Make checks out to 
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Orga-
nizing Committee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal in 
any way.         Participants with the 
paper are not allowed to solicit for 
donations for L&F, nor make any 
reference regarding the relationship 
between Loaves & Fishes and this 
newspaper whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
  PO Box 952
  Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be E-mailed at
 homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Night Shelters

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30 
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Dinner, 
breakfast clothing for residents: Men/Wom-
en: Sign-up  SA patio weekdays at 1PM. 
442-0331

St. John’s Shelter:  Women and Children.  
4410 Power Inn Rd.  Call between 10am & 
3pm for space availability.  453-1482

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mis-
sion, Newcomers/Referrals have priority. 
7:30pm Chapel Service  with  meal  after-
wards, 6am breakfast for residents. Show-
ers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to all  
homeless  men:  447-3268

Next Move (formerly SAEHC)    24 hr  Fam-
ily Shelter; Families, single adults with chil-
dren who have no other resource:  Women’s 
Refuge; single women, no children:  Call for 
screening/space availability 455-2160

Volunteers of America Family Shelter: 
Adults w/children only. Apply Tues.-Thurs.   
1-3 pm 1490 Blding B, N. “A” St.
 916-443-4688

Day Shelters

Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Week-
days 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many 
services

Meals

Union Gospel  Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7 
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church 
service 7:00pm required, dinner following 
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch at 
noon. 447-3268

Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch 
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available 7 
am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays: 
at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on Sundays .

WomenísCivic Improvement Center: Se-
niors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30 lunch 
M-F  452-2866

Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Ces-
ear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sunday 
1:30 pm. All Welcome.

Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes 
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5 pm 
All Welcome.

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after 10 
am church service; dinner 6:30 pm after 5 
pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7 pm after 
6 pm church service. Must attend services. 
452-7078

Women & Children

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32: Break-
fast for Women and children 8am-9am. Day 
shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for women and 
families.

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast:  
M-W-F continental breakfast for women and 
children. 454-9688

Young Adults

Wind Youth Services: youth ages 12-
24 experiencing homelessness:  24 hour 
emergency shelter line for 12-17 yo (18 if 
in highschool) 1-800-339-7177:  the Drop In 
Center located at 3671 5th ave. open 9-3 m-f 
10-2 s/s  916-561-4900. 

Free Clothing

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. (at 
Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.  456-1980

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Men:  M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women 
and Children: Thurs. 9 am signup, 9:30-10am 
bible study, 10 am - 12 pm shop.  447-3268

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all 
welcome. 452-7078

Medical

Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children: 
Nurse’s office in Friendship park 7:30am & 
12:30pm. or on North ‘C’ next to fire station 
week days. 446-3345

Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway 
(Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am - 12:30 
pm  874-8300

Mental Health

Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless 
Mental Health Clinic, Tues,Wed,Thurs, 8-am 
only.  Mental Health evaluation, medication 
if needed. Housing referrals for mentally ill, 
GA refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:   
443-6972

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N. A St. Blding. 
A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to transi-
tional living programs, independant living, 
mental health support services; SSI/SSDI 
application assistance;      Walk-ins  8-11am  
M-F 440-1500

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life 
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeLaney 
Center). 699-1536

Crisis Intervention

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault and their children. 
Referrals to court mandated battery interven-
tion programs,  Safe house,  24 hr. crisis line: 
920-2952

AIDS / HIV

AIDS Housing Alliance  provides residen-
tial care,  transitional housing & permanent 
housing services to homeless persons living 
with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.

CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Edu-
cation and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves 
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care, 
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and re-
gional prevention/ed classes.      443-3299

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach 
Program provides direct services to people  
living with AIDS and HIV.  Transportation to 
social services, medical appointments, job in-
terviews, and housing assistance.  447-2437

Harm Reduction Services: 40001 12 Ave.; 
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; case 
management for HIV; free medical clinic, 
needle exchange.  456-4849

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous HIV 
testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.          
 874-7720.

Legal Aid

Disability Rights, CA:  Free legal services 
for people with  disabilities. Call for appt. toll 
free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401 
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assis-
tance and advocacy for problems related to 
homelessness. 446-0368

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc: 
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm, 
1pm-5pm. Problems  with  public benefits,    
landlord /  tenant,   divorce clinic. Call for 
appt. 551-2150

Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd 
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps, 
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.  736-
0616

Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer 
Free Consultation (916) 658-1880

Veterans

VA  Outreach:  1-800-827-1000

Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547   

Mather VA Social Works:  help getting  DD-
214, any vet.  (916) 843-7064

Sacramento Veterans Resource Center
7270 East Southgate Dr. 393-8387

Miscellaneous

Francis House Center 1422 C St. Must get 
a lottery number 9am. M,Tu,Th,F for Direct 
Services: ID vouchers, transp. assistance; In 
depth resource coaching by apt.; Veteran’s 
advocacy; Notary services Thurs. call for apt.; 
Job Development Center M,Tu,Th,F  9:30am 
– 1pm. Family Rescue motel vouchers for 
qualified families Mon. 1pm.  (916) 443-2646

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Servic-
es: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway) Mon, 
Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm, and Wed 
4pm-7pm. 456-1980.

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am-
5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

Employment Development Department 
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-F8am-
5pm. Unemployment, job services. 227-0300

Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-747-1222. 
Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725 28th St. 
916-874-2256

Social Security Office: 8581 Folsom Blvd 
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop, past 
the flea market) M-F 9am-4:30pm  381-9410: 
Natl line 1-800-772-1213

211 Sacramento
Dial 211 

for tele-info & referral service   

Califorina Youth Crisis 
Line: 

1-800-843-5200

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

Resources List
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About SHA
The Sacramento Housing Alli-
ance is a network of  concerned 
citizens who promote decent af-
fordable housing for low income 
households  and homeless people 
through advocacy and participa-
tion in  public discourse. 

For more info, or if you would like 
to participate, please call:

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org

909 12th Street, Suite 114
Sacramento, CA 95814

The SHA does not itself 
provide or manage  housing.
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If I could paint
Picasso’s dove
Or coat the earth
With tender love

Then on that day 
Of lasting peace
The shouts of joy
Would never cease

Then we would fly
To that warm place
Where all the races
Do embrace

Where all the creeds
Plant seeds and dance
Where every baby
Has a fair chance

Where women
Need not fear the dark
Where children
Frolic in the park

Where men express
Their sweeter side
Where old folks
Walk the world with pride

Where prejudice and cruelty
Are never wielded to demean
And there is no more ridicule
Of gay, or straight, or in-between

Where election slogans
Mean what they say
Not designed to malign
In duplicitous way

Where moving forward
Is not double speak
And leaders stand up
For the Biblical meek

Where the path is Green
Sun and wind, not oil
Farmer’s markets sprout
From replenished soil

Where native roots
Spread deep and free
In true indigenuity!

Of poets laureate
Why have just one
Why not try three
Three times more fun!

Where we three each
Speak out our truths
Reflect these streets
As age and youths!

An Earth where hunger
Fear and hate
Have long since met
Their proper fate

Where health care’s free
And colleges too
Where words of leaders
Ring more true

A world where kindness
Greets the dawn
That treasures poems
Like gentle fawn

A world connected
Like a quilt
With weave of love
Not greed or guilt

Where doves of peace
Fly high and soar
Where justice rolls
On every shore

A world where Freedom
Is the song
Where might’s not right
And right’s not wrong.

That’s the world
I’d like to see
I’d like to think
That you agree!

If I Could Paint

The Hashtag Blues
I’ve got the hashtag blues, blue as an old guy can be
Got those crazy hashtag blues, blue as an old man can be
I’m stuck way back in email while they’re tweeting over me

At a breakfast place I asked them, if by any chance they might provide
I laughed and asked them if they kindly could provide
Two eggs over easy, with fried hashtags on the side.

The waitress looked at me, like I was a sorry case
Shook her head and looked at me, like I was a sad and sorry case
Couldn’t hardly rouse a smile on her work-worn-weary face.

Went into the deli, asked for some corn beef hash
Walked into the deli, looking for some corn beef hash
Held my tongue with the butcher, just offered up my cash.

Hashtags I learned are a label people use
Hashtags, just a few words, is what cool people use
To classify their comments, but I’ve got the hashtag blues

The cloud, the box, and all the rest are just Greek to me
The cloud, the box, and all that jazz they’re just Greek to me
Not to mention my confusion when Siri speaks to me!

See, this world is changing faster than this poor fool can take
Yep, this world is changing faster than this poor fool can take
Before it all self-destructs, please someone find the brake!

I’ve got the hashtag blues, blue as an old guy can be
Got those crazy hashtag blues, blue as an old man can be
I’m stuck way back in email while they’re tweeting over me…

Sonnet for Richmond CA 11/4/2014

Tonight we’re savoring the victory
This city’s people have again stood up
Though Chevron Oil went on a spending spree
Tonight we drink from a triumphant cup.
Bevanka, Gayle, and Eduardo too
The candidates on the progressive slate
With Tom Butt, Jael Mayrick – what a crew
The fact that they all won is simply great!
We keep on “moving forward” now for real
With health of Richmond’s people at the heart
To help our city grow, and thrive, and heal
To fill the streets and schools with every art.
There’s one more thing that we’re obliged to say
Ten years of organizing made this day!

Poems by Lincoln Bergman, Co-Poet Laureate of Richmond California


