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What’s
Next

 By Niki Jones

“Three deaths too many!” called out the 
demonstrators in front of District 4 Coun-
cilmember Steve Hansen’s Alkali Flat home 
one dark night late in January, marching 
there after a vigil outside of City Hall. In 
the preceding two and a half weeks three 
Sacramento residents living outside, Nata-
sha, Michael and Vinny, had died, the last 
two on City Hall property. Right2Rest and 
CAFFE (Clothing and Food For Everyone) 
volunteer and organizer, Anamaria Ragland-
Munoz pulled together the event which also 
included hearing from those who found 
their neighbors passed away, the daughter of 
Vinny Collins, Courtney Collins, via video 
chat from North Carolina and many other 
strong voices in the community. There was 
also the sharing of warm clothes and survival 
supplies like blankets or sleeping bags with 
folks sleeping outside. More folks living out-
side have died in the city in the weeks since 
the vigil took place. 

These supplies have been a point of conten-
tion for years, as Sacramento’s anti-camping 
ordinance, City Code 12.52, defines these 
life saving items as “camp paraphernalia” 
in 12.52.020, then in 12.52.030-040 makes 
it illegal to use or store them on any public 
or private property. These same codes also 
define temporarily living outdoors or using 
a tent as “camping,” making it an unlawful, 

citable, even arrestable offense to be experi-
encing homelessness. It’s codified classism. 

A man standing at 11th and K St. Friday 
night told a story that expressed it well. He 
told of a rainy night that he was sheltering 
under an overhang near a downtown hotel. 
He was approached by a Sac PD bike cop 
and roused from sleep, “Do you know who 
comes to these hotels? A lot of prominent 
people go to these hotels. You can’t sleep out 
here.” The officer said that he would take 
the man’s sleeping bag or even take him to 
jail if he did not comply. For years Sac PD, 
County Sheriffs and Park Rangers have used 
the ordinance to coerce people to move, to 
confiscate or bulldoze property, and to issue 
citations that most often result in bench war-
rants, which can and do lead to arrest. The 
man could understand and explained what 
happens to him and others clearly, “What 
they’re enforcing is form fixation, telling 
us how we should fit, putting us against a 
building, saying because this exists you have 
to act accordingly, to preserve the building 
or the business against what your need is to 
be. But the right to life gives cause for the 
living to live. It doesn’t make sense either 
because I’m a tree.” Now housed, the man 
still spends much time downtown meditating 
and helping others where he can. 

There have been years of protest, direct ac-
tion, civic engagement and lawsuits on the 

issue of police interactions with residents 
living outside. And for two years Commu-
nity Dinner Project, Right2Rest, Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing Committee and caring, 
connected individuals have been sharing 
during city meetings during public comment 
as the issue is rarely on the agenda. Even 
though we have found increased city action 
and funding around homelessness as activists 
and advocates continue a hard push, the anti-
camping ordinance remains untouchable.

 After her father passed away, Courtney Col-
lins travelled to California to find answers 
and spend time with family. She also used 
her two minutes of public comment to vow 
to keep fighting and a had a meeting with 
the mayor and police chief to urge them to 
do something different. In a Facebook video 
about the latter meeting, she describes a 
perspective that she shared, “In my opinion 
it’s the laws that need to be changed. The 
fact that homelessness is illegal is disgusting. 
It doesn’t change the fact that there is always 
going to be homeless. Making it illegal, it 
just allows for the criminalization of the 
homeless population.” 

Recently a meeting of loosely tied activists, 
many experiencing or formerly experiencing 
homelessness, met with the mayor to rein-
force that perspective, push for an end to the 
confiscation and citation of property and the 

Sacramento Advocates Declare Homeless Lives Matter
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Now that the election, with its slick 
sheen of promises and falsities, is over, 
a great question looms over the country: 
how will the majority of people, strug-
gling in their millions against poverty 
and displacement, respond to the pro-
gram of the billionaires who command 
the heights of the government – and the 
economy?

Now that the administration has begun 
to implement its “Muslim ban,” its racist 
rhetoric, and its stepped up deporta-
tions, what’s in store for the people, and 
especially those struggling on the edge 
of survival?

Let’s talk about the kids. Right now 
nearly half of all children live danger-
ously close to the poverty line. The 
number of poor children in the U.S. 

grew 18% since the recession started in 
2008. By 2014, 44% of children under 
the age of 18 (31.4 million) lived in 
low-income families, with an income of 
less than $48,016 for a family of four 
(including 2 kids). Half of this total 
– 21% or 15.4 million – lived in poor 
families, with an income of less than 
$24,008 for a family of four.  30% of 
white kids live in poverty, and twice 
that percentage – 60% -- of Latino and 
African American kids. A staggering 2.5 
million children are now homeless each 
year. This historic high represents one in 
every 30 children in the United States.

We know that Donald Trump called 
poor people “morons,” but the war 
on the poor is being launched from 
Congress, led by Paul Ryan, a close col-
league of the new vice president, Mike 
Pence. 

Their domestic agenda is to decimate 
the safety net programs that are most 
crucial to homeless, poor, and low 
income people – $150 billion in cuts 
to Food Stamps, and $500 billion in 

WHAT’S NEXT: PEOPLE ON THE MOVE
mostly unspecified cuts to programs like 
SSI, which provides cash to the disabled 
(including disabled children and premature 
babies) as well as the elderly. Many SSI 
recipients are homeless, of course, because 
the subsistence amount provided (around 
$900 per month) is not enough to pay rent. 
Still, SSI functions to protect our most 
vulnerable people.

All federal housing programs are at 
significant risk also, according to housing 
experts. Spending cuts will lead to fewer 
Section 8 vouchers, for which there are 
already long wait lists around the country 
– in Sacramento, 70,000 are listed and 
waiting – as well as drastic cuts to funding 
of public-housing, already neglected and in 
danger of demolition.

But the frontal attack is, of course, on 
access to medical care, whose high cost 
threatens a wide swath of our people, not 
just the poor. In 2008, then presidential 
candidate Barack Obama campaigned on 
Medicare For All.  Instead of Medicare 
For All, Congress passed the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA or Obamacare) in 2010 
and President Obama signed it into law on 
March 23, 2010.

For millions, health care is not afford-
able even with the ACA and extension 
of Medicaid. Premiums, deductibles and 

co-payments have increased, forcing 
choices between healthcare and other 
necessities. Millions, including many 
migrants and undocumented workers, 
are excluded. And some states have re-
fused to expand Medicaid, leaving some  
5 million who are most in need, without 
coverage. In fact, the insurance corpora-
tions who once supported the ACA are 
pulling out. The profits they expected 
from the ACA market exchanges are not 
materializing.

Despite these built-in limitations, 22 
million people now have access to 
health insurance, along with federal 
guarantees on access and coverage; the 
expansion of Medicare (in California, 
MediCal) has meant more than 11 mil-
lion people are covered.

Representative Tom Price has been cho-
sen to run the Federal Health and Hu-
man Services Department. In 2009, and 
every year since then, he has introduced 
the Empowering Patients First Act 
(HR230).  Today it is the bill that is the 

heart of the attack on access to healthcare.  

It repeals the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
and repeals all its related healthcare provi-
sions, instead establishing a “Cadillac” Tax 
on every employee who has employer pro-
vided healthcare insurance.  It establishes 
meagre tax credits ($1,200 to $3,000) for 
individuals who buy their own insurance.  
And it encourages all individuals to open 

a Health Savings Account (HSA) by 
offering, again, a relatively small -- 
$1,000 -- tax credit to anyone who has 
or opens an HSA. 

Under this plan, Medicaid will see its 
funding gutted, and its status as an en-
titlement destroyed, and millions will 
lose health insurance of any kind. 

Despite these attacks, and the reverses 
at the state level to initiatives which 
would have put some controls on the 
private, corporate, health care industry, 
the fight for quality affordable health-
care for all as a human right is once 
again heating up. Demonstrations and 
rallies are taking place across the coun-
try against repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act (Obamacare) and in defense 
of Medicare and Medicaid.

Coalitions to protect the people from 
the new government are forming to 
mobilize a broad spectrum of society. 
The mass marches all over the US 
expressed an overwhelming sentiment 
that the American people will not al-
low themselves to be divided by hate 
and will stand united by our common 
interests and humanity.
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Sister Libby Fernandez Leaving 
Loaves & Fishes to Start New Service

Sister Libby Fernandez is embarking on a new 
adventure, a new career, and starting a new 
organization, Mercy Pedalers.  With Mercy Pedalers 
we will find Sr. Libby and other volunteers riding 
their tricycles or bicycles around Sacramento to meet 
homeless individuals where they live, to develop a 
personal relationship in non-judgmental openness 
and hospitality.

Sr. Libby has been the Executive Director of Loaves 
& Fishes since 2006 and will remain in her position 
until June of this year. After serving in the U.S. Air 
Force for seven years, she became a Sister of Mercy 
in 1990, and has been serving homeless people in 
Sacramento for over 20 years. She worked with 
Mercy Housing, Maryhouse, and in 2001 founded 
Genesis Mental Health that provides psychiatric 
services to homeless men and women. She is now 
founding another needed service for men and women 
that are unhoused and unsheltered, often living 
alone. 

Be assured that her energy and Works of Mercy 
will continue to bless our city! Look for the Mercy 
Pedalers coming in July!

anticamping ordinance in general, and 
the need for emergency, transitional and 
permanent housing including tents, and 
access to running water and bathrooms 
as well. 

On one of these issues the city seems set 
to declare a policy shift. They want to 
clarify that Sacramento Police Depart-
ment has a policy to NOT confiscate the 
survival gear of people living outdoors. 
Though Councilmember Jeff Harris 
contested at Feb 14th’s Council meeting 
that that is already the case, “that is not 
the policy of this council or the police 
force,” after asking the mayor if he 
could address the issue before the public 
comment portion of the meeting. His 
message seemed defensive in intention 
as he framed it around the city not being 
responsible for the deaths on City Hall 
because those two men didn’t receive 
recent camping tickets and there is no 
record their things were taken by police. 
He brought the Interim Chief of Police 
to share in what amounts to a non-agen-
dized presentation, as Mayor Steinburg 
also read from a new memo produced 
on the topic by Assistant City Manager 
Sanchez and Chief Louie, also not 
captured in the meeting minutes. Chief 
Louie, however, stated that, sometimes 
property does get taken in as evidence 
or for safekeeping, “confiscation of 
personal property is a last resort for us 
because we just don’t have the capacity 
for it.” His reasoning bears no moral 
influence, purely a logistical capacity 
hindrance on fuller enforcement. He 
also stated their goal is to get voluntary 
compliance with the camping ordinance 
and other laws through conversation and 
that they also take in abandoned prop-
erty, an establishment made by officers, 

Louie says “if there’s nobody around.”  

These are testaments to the fact that it 
is a part of their policy to take belong-
ings, from using it as a threat to coerce 
compliance with the anti-camping 
ordinance, which means moving along, 
to actually taking those belongings, to 
using flimsy determinations of what 
is abandoned. Councilmember Allen 
Warren reflected on this nuance of en-
forcement, seeing that for a person who 
may not be able to carry their things 
everywhere they go, their stuff may all 
too easily be interpreted as abandoned. 
He went so far as to suggest that, “we 
have to have storage places for people’s 
belongings, where they can leave them 
and not be afraid police or others are 
going to take them away.” This type of 
enforcement recalls Courtney’s earlier 
quote of the problem resting in the law 
itself. Power to threaten, to confiscate, 
to cite, arrest and entangle outdoor resi-
dents in a burdensome criminal justice 
process is given by the ordinance and is 
the center of the injustice enacted upon 
our homeless neighbors day after day. 

Steinburg cited another fact from the 
memo, over 700 camping citations 
given last year. Include Park Ranger 
citations, which according to Sac-
ramento Regional Coalition to End 
Homelessness latest report  from March 
2014 to January 2017 amounted to 
2,672, and County Sheriff enforcement 
and that’s thousands of our neighbors 
experiencing classist discrimination in 
what a man, sitting on Ahern and North 
B after they were forced to take tents 
down February 1st, said felt like torture. 
About 10 tents, and many more people 
were moved along that day. This seems 

to be a trend. 

James Little, a long time member of 
SHOC, Safeground and a man who is a 
part of Sacramento’s unhoused com-
munity came to City Council Feb. 21st 
and shared testimony “I’m here to let 
you know what I saw on the levee about 
3 weeks ago, a week before the Super-
bowl. They came they took everybody’s 
stuff, like the Park Rangers was there, 
the city police and the Sheriff’s work 
crew. They put everything on some 
police truck, then put it on some dump 
truck. The sheriff work crew will take 
it, I don’t know where the sheriff work 
crew take the property but they confis-
cated it. It’s lost in the system.” 

Both instances come a week after SSF’s 
PIT Count, a process where they build 
Google maps of encampments through 
SSF navigators, law enforcement, and 

some community providers. The home-
less community has always known to 
associate the count with sweeps. He 
went on to have a back and forth with 
the mayor around jurisdictions, confis-
cation procedures set forth in the Lehr 
case, and storage locations. The mayor 
offered to help him find his personal 
stuff. Little threw his arms up, after 
years of experience and said through 
laughter, “They don’t know. Nobody 
knows. It’s lost in the system.” Stein-
burg then asked what he’d like them 
to do, to which James Little replied, 
“Well what I’d like people to do is quit 
taking people’s stuff. They should pay 
people back for what they took.” Which 
brought applause in a room, a breath of 
fresh air and keen life experience where 
there had been hours of city officials 
talking about what they are doing and 
would like to see done about homeless-
ness. 

Photo Courtesy Trina Allen

Homeless Lives Matter  continued from page 1
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by Sarah Menefee

life goes on
is our mantra
but soon
a cardboard plea
may be a killable offense
slowly or suddenly

and I see
the tents of tomorrow
pitched in the midst of
today’s shambles

they shine from within

they come from
their tents down there
at 13th and Mission

they come out from
the shadows of
the freeway ramps
and their illegal doorways
Doc and Angie
stretched beside
each other on
their sleeping bag

say we’re occupying
this our protest

their tiny kitten
sleeping in her hoodie

Afghan war vet
their baby was stoelen
because they live

on the street
their little one-
year old gem

all war babies we drown
in its bloody stain

and the kids 
on Center

‘taking applications
for a girl friend
no credit check
required’

“out on the road
training to be a
Pokemon Master
need $$$ for
boba tea & chicken

“25 cent jokes
4 for $1.00
1 free” with a
smiley

and only the abandoned young
have myths in their
jongleur-beautiful rags
their leaps thru the air
of the infinite energy of
nowhere

because the Leap
is all we know
of where.

Mantra   (for the street kids)

by Cathleen Williams

ancient basin tar pit
desert plain dry wash flood
willow cottonwood alder 
brown rain river
sheen of oil
the great body sprawled out
freeways throbbing through
skid row young old stubbon
where poverty breaks a broken bone
through skin

here the sun will peel you down
down to your sizzling shirtless nub
belongings scattered
wingless angels
denuded in heaven and dropped ex-
hausted
to hot asphalt to grease glazed street
we are standing at Sixth and Julian
by the desperate discount store
piled sidewalk plastics straggly trees
further down
apparel factories cheap labor
the last low fortress of work

standing here to organize 
here to work
in the hollow of the city’s hand
we’re talking thinking
about what revolution is
here decay ad resurgence
here LA city of the future
eternal migrant seeking shade
no door to leave ajar
no window for day
to moon crossing the room
no way to resist
transcience displacement loss
what else to do but prepare
cross the bridge
that isn’t there

the world wheel
is revolving
the evening breeze is rising
from the Pacific
we can feel it
on our faces 
cleansing the city
and its beloved life

City of the Future

Poems Excerpted from Overflowing Capitalism
Volumne Three: Reclaiming Community

Edited by Jack Hirschman and John Curl 

Revolutionary Poets Brigade  
Kallatumba Press 2016

by Tony Robles

There are people
in this city that
haven’t smiled
in years

Faces with scars
that betray hearts
carved into the bark
of trees

Faces that carry
the legacies of
languages alien
to the blood

Faces turned
inward looking for
the illusive sanctum
of smile

The black suppressed
laughter of bones
kindling the memory
of spirits

The sphinx
is a fallen crown 
A frown

Smiles stored
in jars
preserved by
who knows what
There are people
in this city that
haven’t smiled in
years

How many
years 
can you
fit
into a smile?

Smiling Faces
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By Niki Jones

 “One act of kindness can change someone’s 
life,” declares a brightly colored sign on the 
front of Renee’s cart, which is covered in 
similarly positive, encouraging and visually 
bright messages. More than words, it’s a tes-
timony to what Renee Newton has witnessed 
on her journey. With an endearing, serious 
smile she says, “I’ve seen the unseen...and 
it’s taught me to be stronger and wiser and 
build my faith in God.” The mother of two 
teenagers, having seen and experienced much 
hardship, has plenty of incentive to be build-
ing a better world and believing in miracles. 
She works to support individuals by creat-
ing and passing out hygiene packs, sharing 
encouraging literature, and information about 
resources. She has been distributing the 
Homeward Street Journal for close to three 
years. 

Last year, Renee and her children, Arianna 
and Aamani, lost their three bedroom home. 
“We had to be homeless. I had to be separat-
ed from my kids.” The teens stayed with their 
aunt while Renee worked to find a stable 
situation. It was not the first time they’d 
struggled. “I’ve always been a single mom...I 
had to do what I had to do, I’ve always given 
my all.” Renee’s father, who had been loving 
and supportive, passed away after a blood 
transfusion infected him with HIV/AIDS at 
a Kaiser in the Bay Area, where Renee grew 
up. She expresses a lot of thankfulness and 
joy around her childhood, parents and the 
city she lived in, “Very liberal city, they pro-
test about everything. I’ve never been afraid 
to speak my voice because of Berkeley.” 
Renee’s early adulthood there was steeped 

in responsibility as she took on ownership 
of Toddlertown Daycare for eight years. She 
moved to Rancho Cordova in 1998, after the 
death of her father, and helped her sister in 
law in raising two daughters. She also ran 
the Live Life to the Fullest Art Studio here in 
Sacramento. 

 “I got goals. I have a hope in my future. 
I wanna be the change I wanna see in the 
world. I always tell people, ‘For every prob-
lem, there’s a solution and Ms. Renee and 
God got your back.’” She says that since she 
has been getting so much income from the 
paper, she wants to help people who are  ex-
periencing homelessness more. She dreams 
of opening a Live Life to the Fullest shelter 
here in Sacramento. But for now her tools are 
her open heart, a few supplies and a street pa-

per. “Started off, I came to Fishes and Loaves 
cause I was hungry. This older man told me 
about the Homeward, spent like two hours 
talking to me about it. He kinda schooled 
me, older man, he was spunky though. First 
paper gave me $20,” she reminisces, “I was 
kinda nervous at first but it came natural 
with the blessings of the donations and all 
the different people I would meet, the net-
working, such a blessing...Christmas time 
two years ago,  I made $294 in 3 hours at 
Folsom Outlets. Me and my kids had a ball 
for Christmas.” She works hard and keeps 
the faith. Her commitment to her family 
comes through in her sincere attempt to bring 
them all together around their love, faith and 
community. “Everyday I write down a goal 
of donations for the next day...everyday with 
my family, whoever is there, we sit down 
and pray before I go to work. I just be hon-
est with them.” This honesty seems to help 
the family stay close and considerate of one 
another even in their struggles. 
 
Renee knows her experience is atypical for a 
distributor and much is owed to her bubbly 
personality, upbeat interpersonal conversa-
tions, and of course, her faith saying, “I love 
to make people laugh, brighten their day...My 
big mouth has been a blessing in this job...I 
really love working for the Homeward.” But 
encourages others, “Homeward really gives 
you an opportunity. I really believe in the pa-
per. Since I’ve been coming to SHOC meet-
ings, it’s been really important to me.” Renee 
and her children are stably housed now but 
she continues to build community at Loaves 
and Fishes and SHOC, advocating for and 
providing much needed heart and support to 
those gathered there. 

Rene Newton Brings Homeward, Kindness to Sacramento County Residents

By Suzanne Hastings

Right before New Year’s Eve, while I was 
waiting for the SHOC meeting to began, a 
very sick woman was sitting on the bench in 
the legal clinic. She had been released from 
Sutter General with pneumonia. Her breath-
ing was very labored, and she had to lay on 
the bench. A woman who works as a recep-
tionist in the clinic was trying to find her a 
place for shelter, but having no luck because 
everything was closed for the holiday. 
       
Although finding housing for people is not 

the hospitals job, it seems that unhoused 
people who are sick are just pumped full of 
antibiotics and dumped back out on the street 
again. Some hospitals seem to have a policy 
that you have to be seen 4 times at an ER be-
fore you are assigned a social worker. These 
visits are expensive, and usually come back 
on the taxpayer.
 
About a year ago a man in a wheel chair was 
apparently “patient dumped” at Loaves and 
Fishes’ old Friendship Park. No one could 
find him after that or knew what became of 
him. Once again, the unhoused are deemed 

“not that important”.
 
Many who are seriously ill and unhoused are 
released early back out into the streets where 
they are exposed to the elements and can be-
come even sicker, even die: Especially when 
they are not given the “right to rest”.
 
There needs to be a place where the un-
housed sick can recover their health. But a 
sad reality is we live in a system that values 
profits over people.
  

Sick on the Streets



By Coral Feigin
      (Western Regional Advocacy Project) 
  and Sasha Buchert
      (Transgender Law Center)

Despite the fact that transgender and gender 
non-conforming people have recently be-
come more visible in the media and popular 
culture – the realities for street based, poor, 
black and brown and disabled trans women 
remain the same. Trans people continue to 
face discrimination from traditional housing, 
employment and healthcare forcing many 
trans people into alternative street econo-
mies like sex work, drug sales and whatever 
other work people can find. As a result of 
being pushed out of these traditional systems 
– trans people, especially trans women of 
color, become easy targets for police vio-
lence and criminalization.

Across California, and nationally, trans peo-
ple are funneled into state prisons, detention 
centers and county jails – often criminalized 
for our survival in a world that does not want 
us to exist. While incarceration is violent and 
unsafe for everyone, trans people face ex-
treme conditions while locked up – including 
unsafe housing, physical/emotional/sexual 
assault, lack of access to basic transition 
health care and a refusal to be recognized by 
our chosen names and genders.

To address some of these issues and provide 
relief for our trans and gender non-con-
forming loved ones inside – a coalition has 
formed to work on legislation benefiting 
trans prisoners between the Transgender, 
Gendervariant, Intersex Justice Project 
(TGIJP), the St. James Infirmary, the Trans-
gender Law Center (TLC) and the Western 
Regional Advocacy Project (WRAP). This 
year, the coalition is running SB 310: the 
Name and Dignity Act for Incarcerated Trans 
People. This bill authored by Sen. Toni At-
kins (D San Diego), if passed, would make it 
possible for trans people in custody to file for 
a legal name and/or gender marker change 
on their identification documents and would 
ensure that they are recognized as such while 
incarcerated. While this is only one small 
step in demanding safety and liberation for 
trans people inside and outside of prison 
walls, it will offer some respite by forcing 
the prison system to refer to trans people by 
their true name and gender.

Currently, trans people in prison must have 
a legal name and/or gender marker change 
request approved by the warden. Trans 
people trying to use the current process are 
either sent through so many administrative 
circles that they give up or they are flat-out 
denied. Even if it were actually possible for 
an incarcerated trans person to change their 
name and gender, they would still be referred 
to as their original name and their new name 
as an “AKA.” Only one trans person has 
been approved for a legal name and gender 
marker change and that was due to a lawsuit, 
not through the existing process. “As of now, 
these incarcerated men use my first name 
as a weapon to try to belittle and embarrass 
me.” An anonymous trans woman currently 
incarcerated in California who has not been 
able to access a legal name and gender 
marker change – protected for her own safety 
from retaliation.

SB 310 is crucial to the safety and well-be-
ing of trans people for two major reasons. 
First, this bill is a re-entry concern. When 
trans people try to apply for jobs, housing, 
healthcare or government subsidies and 
have identification documents that does not 
match their gender presentation they are 
subject to discrimination, refusal of service 
and sometimes violence. Nearly one-third of 
respondents in a 2015 report by the National 
Center for Transgender Equality, “The U.S. 
Trans Survey,” of 25,000 trans people across 
the country who have shown an ID with 
a name or gender that did not match their 
gender presentation were verbally harassed, 
denied benefits or service, asked to leave or 
were assaulted. People coming out of prison 
already have added barriers in accessing 
their basic needs – this bill would greatly 
reduce some of those barriers. Second, this 
bill is integral to honoring trans people’s 
dignity while incarcerated. Trans people 
face immense daily violence inside prisons. 
Nearly one in six transgender people report 
having been incarcerated and transgender 
people are 13 times more likely to be as-
saulted by other prisoners than non-trans-
gender prisoners. If passed, SB 310 would 
give dignity to people experiencing extreme 
dehumanization.

We know that there is a hard fight ahead of 
us to ensure that SB 310 passes this year and 
we need all the help we can get. You can 

support this crucial legislation by contacting 
your state legislator and asking them to vote 
YES on SB 310. You can also talk to people 
in your community about the need for more 
protections of trans people’s rights inside 
and outside of prison. Even though the future 
looks grim for oppressed people these days 
– together we will win.

For more information you can contact the 
nameanddignityact@gmail.com.

     #NameAndDignityAct 
          #HouseKeysNotHandcuffs
               #BlackTransLivesMatter 
                       #TransLiberationNow

  Page 6  Homeward 21.2

New California State Legislation 
Honors the Dignity of Transgender Prisoners

A Special Thanks to Our 

Homeward Underwriters:

Arturo Baiocchi
Geraldine Baskerville

Ron & Carola Blubaugh 
Joan Burke

Jennifer Christine 
David W. Dratman
Nathan Fairman

Sr. Libby Fernandez
Ron Javor

Jeanie Keltner
Shauna Heckert 
Paul Masuhara 
Moe Mohanna 

Ruth & Allan Pleaner
Eileen Schnitger
Michael Solomon

Muriel Strand
Sally Weinland

Loaves & Fishes 
Organize Sacramento

Paratransit, Inc. 
Women’s Empowerment
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clip & mail coupon

I want to help HOMEWARD continue in Sacramento. 
Enclosed find my donation of $20 for a one year subscription. 

Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812

Homeward Street 
Journal has been pub-
lishing since 1997 as 
a non-profit project 
of the Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing 

Committee, which is a member of the 
Sacramento Housing Alliance.  The 
paper’s mission is to alleviate miscom-
munication between communities by 
educating the public about housing and 
poverty issues, and by giving home-
less people a voice in the public forum.  
Homeward also informs  homeless per-
sons of shelter and occupational assis-
tance,   and acts as a creative self-help 
opportunity for those individuals who 
wish to participate.

 The opinions expressed in Home-
ward  are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily the Sacramento 
Housing Alliance or SHOC or Home-
ward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or con-
tributions:  Articles, poems and other 
writing can be submitted at our office 
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the ad-
dress below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The edi-
tors will attempt to consult with an au-
thor if changes are necessary, however, 
the paper will go to print with the story 
as edited  if the author is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be edited, 
either the paper will publish the sub-
mission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as pos-
sible reprinting in INSP member pa-
pers, with due byline.  Any requests for 
stories outside the above three will be 
referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$20 contribution.  Make checks out to 
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Orga-
nizing Committee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal in 
any way.         Participants with the 
paper are not allowed to solicit for 
donations for L&F, nor make any 
reference regarding the relationship 
between Loaves & Fishes and this 
newspaper whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
 PO Box 952
 Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be E-mailed at
 homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Night Shelters

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30 
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Dinner, 
breakfast clothing for residents: Men/Wom-
en: Sign-up  SA patio weekdays at 1PM. 
442-0331

St. Johnís Shelter:  Women and Children.  
4410 Power Inn Rd.  Call between 10am & 
3pm for space availability.  453-1482

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mis-
sion, Newcomers/Referrals have priority. 
7:30pm Chapel Service  with  meal  after-
wards, 6am breakfast for residents. Show-
ers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to all  
homeless  men:  447-3268

Next Move (formerly SAEHC)    24 hr  Fam-
ily Shelter; Families, single adults with chil-
dren who have no other resource:  Womenís 
Refuge; single women, no children:  Call for 
screening/space availability 455-2160

Volunteers of America Family Shelter: 
Adults w/children only. Apply Tues.-Thurs.   
1-3 pm 1490 Blding B, N. “A” St.
 916-443-4688

Day Shelters

Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Week-
days 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many 
services

Meals

Union Gospel  Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7 
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church 
service 7:00pm required, dinner following 
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch at 
noon. 447-3268

Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch 
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available 7 
am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays: 
at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on Sundays .

WomenísCivic Improvement Center: Se-
niors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30 lunch 
M-F  452-2866

Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Ces-
ear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sunday 
1:30 pm. All Welcome.

Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes 
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5 pm 
All Welcome.

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after 10 
am church service; dinner 6:30 pm after 5 
pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7 pm after 
6 pm church service. Must attend services. 
452-7078

Calvery Christan Center Safe Haven: 1300 
North C St. 8 am Sun, Coffee, breakfast 6 pm 
Wed. clothes closet after services.

Women & Children

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32: Break-
fast for Women and children 8am-9am. Day 
shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for women and 
families.

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast:  
M-W-F continental breakfast for women and 
children. 454-9688

see Youth Services for young adults

Free Clothing

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. (at 
Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.  456-1980

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Men:  M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women 
and Children: Thurs. 9 am signup, 9:30-10am 
bible study, 10 am - 12 pm shop.  447-3268

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all 
welcome. 452-7078

Medical

Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children: 
Nurseís office in Friendship park 7:30am & 
12:30pm. 446-3345

Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway 
(Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am - 12:30 
pm  874-8300

Mental Health

Guest House, 600 Bercut Drive.: Homeless 
Mental Health Clinic.  Mental Health evalua-
tion, medication if needed. Housing referrals 
for mentally ill, GA refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D 
counseling:   916-440-1500

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.íAí St. Blding. 
A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to transition-
al living programs, independant living, mental 
health support services; SSI/SSDI applica-
tion assistance;          Walk-ins  8-11am  M-F 
440-1500

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life 
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeLaney 
Center). 699-1536

Youth Services

Wind Youth Services: Drop-In Center for 
youth (ages 12-24) experiencing homeless-
ness: 1722 J Street, M-F 9am-6pm, S-S 
10am-2pm:  Emergency shelter for ages 

12-17, call 1-800-339-7177:  Emergency 
shelter for ages 18-24, call 916-561-4900.  
Services also include: street outreach, case 
management, mental health

Crisis Intervention

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault and their children. 
Referrals to court mandated battery interven-
tion programs,  Safe house,  24 hr. crisis line: 
920-2952

AIDS / HIV

AIDS Housing Alliance  provides residen-
tial care,  transitional housing & permanent 
housing services to homeless persons living 
with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.

CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Edu-
cation and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves 
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care, 
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and re-
gional prevention/ed classes.      443-3299

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach 
Program provides direct services to people  
living with AIDS and HIV.  Transportation to 
social services, medical appointments, job in-
terviews, and housing assistance.  447-2437

Harm Reduction Services: 40001 12 Ave.; 
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; case 
management for HIV; free medical clinic, 
needle exchange.  456-4849

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous HIV 
testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.          
 874-7720.

Legal Aid

Disability Rights, CA:  Free legal services 
for people with  disabilities. Call for appt. toll 
free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401 
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assis-
tance and advocacy for problems related to 
homelessness. 446-0368

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc: 
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm, 
1pm-5pm. Problems  with  public benefits,    
landlord /  tenant,   divorce clinic. Call for 
appt. 551-2150

Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd 
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps, 
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.  736-
0616

Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer 
Free Consultation (916) 658-1880

Veterans

VA  Outreach:  1-800-827-1000

Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547   

Mather VA Social Works:  help getting  DD-
214, any vet.  (916) 843-7064

Sacramento Veterans Resource Center
7270 East Southgate Dr. 393-8387

Miscellaneous

Francis House Center 1422 C St. Must get 
a lottery number 9am. M,Tu,Th,F for Direct 
Services: ID vouchers, transp. assistance; In 
depth resource coaching by apt.; Veteran’s 
advocac;, Notary services Thurs. call for apt.; 
Job Development Center M,Tu,Th,F  9:30am 
– 1pm. Family Rescue motel vouchers for 
qualified families Mon. 1pm.  (916) 443-2646

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Servic-
es: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway) Mon, 
Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm, and Wed 
4pm-7pm. 456-1980.

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am-
5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

Employment Development Department 
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-F8am-
5pm. Unemployment, job services. 227-0300

Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-747-1222. 
Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725 28th St. 
916-874-2256

Social Security Office: 8581 Folsom Blvd 
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop, past 
the flea market) M-F 9am-4:30pm  381-9410: 
Natl line 1-800-772-1213

211 Sacramento
Dial 211 

for tele-info & referral service   

Califorina Youth Crisis Line: 
1-800-843-5200

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

Resources List
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About SHA
The Sacramento Housing Alli-
ance is a network of  concerned 
citizens who promote decent af-
fordable housing for low income 
households  and homeless people 
through advocacy and participa-
tion in  public discourse. 

For more info, or if you would like 
to participate, please call:

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org

909 12th Street, Suite 114
Sacramento, CA 95814

The SHA does not itself 
provide or manage  housing.



by Bill Mash, 
Founder and Chief Crusader
 of Without a Roof 

Reducing homelessness in Chico, 
California is a moral imperative 
that requires, not only resources, 
but a shift in how we view and treat 
members of our community that lack 
safe and secure housing. 

“Viewing homeless citizens as 
part of your community, and that 
you care for them, will change 
how you view and what you 
do, versus seeing them all as 
a pock on society. Your basic 
assumption, your compassion, 
will have a bearing on what you 
do as a community, and as an 
individual.” – Lloyd Pendelton, 
Director of the State of Utah’s 
Homeless Task Force (source:
http://kzfr.org/broadcasts/6734)

It’s going to take accountability 
across the community spectrum, 
including elected officials, who have 
criminalized being destitute in Chico 
to a level that places our community 
as one of the most draconian in the 
state. These enforcement efforts 
misallocate valuable policing 
resources and are universally 
panned as detrimental to solving 
the crisis of homelessness within 
any community. Two nationally 
recognized spokespeople for 
homelessness, Lloyd Pendelton and 
Robert Marbut, who visited Chico 
last fall on separate visits, both had 
strong and concise words around 
the negative impact on the state of 
homelessness using criminalization 
of basic life functions such as sleep, 
sitting and having personal property 
in public space. (source: https://
youtu.be/SrNFFqRluio)

“You bring help to the police 
when you provide housing for the 
homeless.” – Lloyd Pendelton 
(source: https://youtu.be/_
ne9RhuLNYY)

“When you have those people 
with chronic mental health 

issues and the homeless come 
into our jails, that’s not the place 
for them. I need those jail beds 
for people that are a danger to 
the community and we need 
to be helping those people. 
So I’m all for that.” – Butte 
County Sheriff  (source: http:/
kzfrorg/broadcasts/6734 at 20:22 
including a lead-in by Lloyd 
Pendelton. 

Engaging the homeless community 
in the conversation and solutions 
to homelessness is critical to 
resolving the crisis of homelessness. 
The communities making the best 
strides have organizing components 
that give people experiencing 
homelessness a voice within the 
community and avenues for legal 
redress while engaging them in the 
political discussion. It’s a paradigm 
shift and one that builds confidence 
and self-esteem within the houseless 
community. To fill this gap Without 
a Roof  is launching  Chico 
Homeless Organizing Committee 
(CHOC) based on the Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing Committee 
(SHOC) Model. Learn more about 
that model in this Without a Roof  
interview with Cathleen Williams, 
a member of SHOC. https://youtu.
be/412AKuAAC3I

Our community needs to rally 
around the Butte County Continuum 
of Care (Coc) on two important 
topics; a desperately needed full-
time CoC coordinator and data dives 
on the trove of statistically sound 
data in our community including 
the just completed 2017 Homeless 
Point in Time Count/Survey[1]  and 
the data collected at the 2016 Butte 
County Homeless Connect as well 
as the 2015 ten-year-strategy to 
end homelessness, plus a trove of 
housing related reports. We also 
need to engage people experiencing 
homelessness in our Downtown 
Business District to assess the 
impacts of criminalization laws on 
their quality of life. To fill the gap 
on the impact of criminalization 
laws, Without a Roof will be 

administrating the Western Regional 
Advocacy Project Downtown 
Survey to further articulate the 
impacts on laws that target people 
experiencing homelessness. 

The faith community along with 
organizations that champion 
marginalized communities need to 
directly assist in building a “moral 
center” within our community 
around poverty and homelessness, 
and to include people experiencing it 
within their teaching material, open 
letters and legislation that addresses 
hate crimes and harassment of 
marginalized communities. Without 
a Roof  is reaching out to build 
bridges to these organizations such 
as the Chico Interfaith Council 
and Stonewall Alliance to begin 
building a stronger moral and civil 
rights center around the issues of 
homelessness and poverty. 

It’s not just about the village it’s 
about our approach towards those 
around us and prioritizing our 

efforts around a “moral center” for 
Chico. This includes political will, 
homeless individuals input and 
assistance, rescinding anti-homeless 
laws, interfaith involvement and 
the entire community coming 
together to shape a better place for 
all community members. Without a 
Roof  looks forward to assisting in 
the realization of these endeavors. 

 [1] During the council session 
on January 17th, Sean Morgan 
the Mayor of Chico, asked Laura 
Cootsoona, Executive Director of the 
Jesus Center, what additional data 
was needed. Laura responded, “One 
of the issues that we don’t collectively 
agree on is whether people are 
coming to Chico for services or are 
they homegrown.” 

I strongly believe that the 2017 
PIT survey answers that question 
and much more.  An Example 
Question:  If you came to Butte 
County after becoming homeless, 
what brought you here? (Source 
the 2017 PIT Survey https://drive.
google.com/ open?id=0B0c-GOL_
Qu9cWk1wNE9uSHAwajQ)
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Strategies for Reducing
 Homelessness in Chico

My Pack Still Roams
I push around               a shopping cart
Wandering lost             without a chart
Searching for                a place to sleep
All I can do       is stand and weep
I work so hard                at my two jobs
I run and play                   with my two dogs
I snuggle close                   to my smokey cat
And think about               how he’s getting fat
I love my friends               and family too
I have fat holes               in my shoes
I get harassed                 by mean police
To keep my dogs                on a leash
But they just want      to run and play
Instead we’re pushed  around all day
How I long                   for home sweet home
But for now                  my pack still roams

-Carrington Forbes 
    from the latest edition of Writing for Donuts


