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How Housing First Helped Utah Nearly
Eliminate Chronic Homelessness
By Sophie Quick,
The Big Issue Australia
Seven years ago, Tiffany had an
encounter with a police officer on
the streets of Salt Lake City. She was
looking worse for wear – to put it
mildly – and the officer was blunt. “You
can’t just walk around looking like that
anymore,” he told her. “You’re either
going to hospital or you’re going to jail.”
By then, Tiffany had been on the streets
for about six years. She was living in
and out of motels, shooting up every day
and – in her words – “doing whatever I
had to do to make my money”. Looking
back on herself as she was then, Tiffany
paints a picture of a walking human
catastrophe. “My arms were covered
in abscesses but I kept shooting up
anyway,” she says. She had endocarditis

– infected heart valves – and a staph
infection. “Plus, I’d been walking around
for two-and-a-half months with three
slipped discs in my neck.”
The police officer was right: the
homeless often end up in jail or an
emergency department. This is especially
true in the United States, but it’s a reality
in many countries worldwide. This cycle
not only has a devastating toll on those
in its thrall, it translates to a considerable
burden on the health system, the justice
system and the corrections system.
But in Salt Lake City, authorities have
lessened this expense – and provided
shelter to many homeless people
– through their Housing First program.
Tiffany is one of those who has
benefited. She now lives at Grace Mary

Manor, a building in suburban Salt Lake
City, and she’s been there for five years.
I chatted with Tiffany at the kitchen
table of the small, one-bedroom studio
apartment she shares with her cat, Baby.
Tiffany’s double bed was crowded with
stuffed toys and above her dressing
table was a professional photo of her
three children – two girls and a boy
– hamming it up for the camera in
gangster costumes. Tiffany’s children
live with her mother, but she now gets
to see them regularly. “I have a big bed,
so they can sleep over whenever they
want,” she says.
Tiffany did go to hospital soon after
meeting that police officer all those
years ago, spending several months there
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On a recent hot Saturday – May 13, 2017,
the day before Mother’s Day – mothers,
fathers, grandparents and other family
members, from L.A. to the Bay Area,
gathered on the steps of the Stockton City
Hall to commemorate their sons and loved
ones, and to express their grief and their
anger at the police shootings that had ended
the lives of these young men. All the
deaths have been ruled “justifiable” – or
are simply unexplained. Not one case has
been independently investigated, not one
case has been resolved after weighing and
considering the statements of witnesses as
well as the officers involved.
“No justice, no peace,” the families chanted,
clutching posters and signs – one showed
the slender shoulders of James Earl Rivera,
Jr., and the wounds, the pierced and torn
skin, where he had been shot 18 times in the

back by the Stockton police. His mother,
Dionne Smith-Downs, took the microphone

Continued Page 3
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“It’s impossible to count the number of lives Michael Stoops changed”
By the Street Sense Staff

(vendors, volunteers, interns and paid
employees)

Charismatic U.S. campaigner Michael Stoops,
who passed recently, spent decades fighting for
people experiencing homelessness. He helped
found Washington D.C.-based advocacy group
the National Coalition for the Homeless in 1988,
and supported Street Sense from its beginnings.
His friends at the Washington D.C. street paper

Vento.
But this was only a moment in time. Michael
had already been administering shelters and
advocating around local issues in Oregon for a
decade. He went on to create NCH’s speakers
bureau, which trains and pays homeless
and formerly homeless people to share their
experiences with students, professionals and
lawmakers. He instituted National Homeless
Persons Memorial Day more than 20 years ago
to honor the lives of anyone who dies while

more work, even though he was the kind of
person with the kind of Rolodex that could get
Susan Sarandon on a plane to Washington to
demand Congressional action on homelessness.
After suffering a major stroke in 2015, Michael
continued to consult on NCH efforts. In his
wheelchair, he participated in the 2015 and
2016 National Homeless Persons Memorial Day
marches and interfaith services here the District,
which included accompanying advocates to
lobby council members in the Wilson Building.
He was greeted with a near-standing ovation
when he attended the Street Sense annual
celebration last year to see our artists perform.
NCH Speakers Bureau member Eric Sheptock
wrote in an email that Michael would always
introduce speakers by saying, “I’ve been doing
this work for 40 years; and, if we don’t begin to
do more than feed and shelter the homeless, then
in 40 more years when all of you are my age,
we’ll still be trying to end homelessness.”
It would be impossible to count the number of
lives Michael has changed for the better. And
he would never ask us to. But you can show it.
In lieu of flowers or condolences, we are sure
he would appreciate a well-crafted call or note
to your senator, your representative, your city
official or a person struggling on the street.
Rest in peace, Michael. We love you.

Mitch Snyder (second from right) and Michael Stoops (fartherest right) in 1986.
Photo Courtesy National Coalition for the Homeless

pay tribute.
It is with great sadness that Street Sense says
goodbye to Michael Stoops, who passed away
peacefully on the morning of 1 May. Michael
directed community organising for the National
Coalition for the Homeless, which he helped
found in the 80s. No individual has been more
committed to or instrumental in empowering
people experiencing homelessness.
This trait put him on the national stage during
the frigid winter of 1986 when Michael slept on
the sidewalk grates of Washington with activist
Mitch Snyder and others. They successfully
urged Congress to pass the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act, which remains
our government’s most significant financial
response to homelessness. Food stamps, Section
8 housing, Health Care for the Homeless,
community mental health services, education
assistance and much more — all McKinney-

homeless. He led an annual effort to track hate
crimes against homeless people and tirelessly
pushed for homeless bills of rights legislation. He
was instrumental in the founding of Street Sense
and fostered a network of collaboration among
street papers across the country.

Street Sense plans to publish a much more
substantial tribute to Michael’s life. Please send
any reflections you would like considered for
inclusion to eric@streetsense.org or 1317 G
Street NW, DC 20005 ATTN: Eric Falquero.
Provided by INSP News Service
(https://insp.ngo)

Michael served on our board for many years.
One of our co-founders crashed on Michael’s
couch when first moving to the District to work
on Street Sense. “The same couch that George
Siletti slept on,” Ted Henson confided in a
hospital hallway after visiting Michael. Siletti,
who also recently passed away, was a dedicated
member of the NCH speakers bureau and
published poetry in the early editions of Street
Sense. Clearly Michael opened his heart and his
home to many.
Yet he never asked for anything in return, except

Michael Stoops at the Homeless Person’s
Memorial Day in Washington D.C. December 19,
2015. Photo Courtesy Alexandra Pamias
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Mothers Unite to Call for an End to Police Killings
continued from page 1

that brilliant May afternoon, sobbing, declaring, “I
want the world to see what they did to my son. I want
to show the world what they did to my family, my
community, my life.”
While no investigation has ever been released,
witness reports summarized by independent media
give the following account of the killing of James
Earl Rivera, Jr.:
“On July 22, 2010, 16 year old James Earl Rivera,
Jr. was shot and killed in a hail of 48 bullets fired
by Stockton PD Officers, Gregory Dunn and Eric
Azarvand, and San Joaquin County Sheriff Deputy
John Nesbit.
“Unarmed James Rivera was driving at normal speed
to his home in a van that had been stolen earlier in
the day when he was rammed and turned around by a
Stockton police car. A second police car rammed him
again, pushing him through two neighboring garages
and immobilizing his car.

“I grew up half in Arkansas and the other half in
Stockton. I’m from a big family, and the mother of
14 children, 8 girls and 6 boys. The day James was
murdered, my life changed forever. And I see things
differently. My step-father was a Sheriff’s Deputy
from Palo Alto. And so we grew up in a household
with police and also we had friendships with police.
But never in a million years did I realize what was
going on until my son was murdered.
“Now I know we have officers out here that are
abusing and murdering people and covering up. And
so since the day I lost my son, my life has never been
the same. I never got the answers that I have been
seeking for – it will be 8 years next month. No one
hears my cry but I still continue to struggle, to fight
for justice.
“I see that they treat homeless people the same way.
I don’t want to call them homeless. I notice the less
fortunate ones are easier for the police to abuse
because they know no one is going to be their voices.

“Witnesses at the scene say the crash through the
garages would have easily injured James seriously.
The three officers exited their vehicles and,
positioning themselves on both sides and behind (the
seriously injured) James, opened fire with 48 rounds
from 2 (9mm) handguns and a AR-15 Army Assault
rifle. 19 of the 48 bullets hit the 16 year old Black
youth on both sides of his body and in the back of his
head.

“Recently I saw a young man pushing a basket
– mentally ill, talking to himself, but minding his
own business. And the officer pulled him over – the
man just kept on talking. The officer was rude,
demanding. These officers really don’t know how to
deal with mentally ill people – or people with stress.
The police don’t know how to deal with their own
stress. If they could deal with their own stress they
wouldn’t kill us.”

“His mother, Dionne Smith-Downs, followed the
ambulance to the hospital and was threatened by
police dogs and forced out of the hospital when she
demanded to see her son’s body.” (Indybay News
Service, July 2, 2012.)

“The police call our neighborhoods “hot spots” but
actually they are underprivileged communities. Look
at the brown brothers that have been killed by police
in these areas.

Dionne Smith-Downs is a leader of Black Lives
Matter, Stockton, and, as she later explained in an
interview with Homeward Street Journal,
“A lot of time we get out there with “no justice,
no peace,” also to let people know about our loved
ones. But I’m not just talking about that – these
were people, this is humanity. These people had
families, they had kids. They were somebody until
you took their voice. We’ll never know what really
happened…the only ones who can tell the story is
those who are living. The dead man can’t talk. So
they have the advantage of making things up – and
they hold these cases in these boxes where the
mother sometimes falls off, ends up on drugs, losing
her mind, to the point where she can’t focus. You
have some families that end up divorced, kids taken
by the system, mother, father on drugs, destroyed.
I’ve met the families, seen some still in the same
situation. I just want to encourage them, give them
hope.”
Describing the impact of her son’s death at her busy
family home in Stockton, Ms. Smith-Downs told
Homeward Street Journal,

control the city demonstrate little or no interest in
their welfare.
The indifference and hostility displayed by Stockton
officials toward the community was shown at last
year’s Halloween Party at the District Attorney’s
office. The office staged a skit featuring a deputy
district attorney playing Snow White, and pretending
to take cocaine. Other attendees, dressed as dwarves,
held signs saying “Dwarf Lives Matter.” “This was a
slap in the face,” says Dionne Smith-Downs. “They
are mocking Black Lives Matter and making a joke
out of the police brutality we are protesting.”
The city’s response to community members who
came to City Hall on March 7, 2017, to speak about
police-involved killings, is also symbolic of the city
government’s lack of connection and empathy with
the community, according to Dionne Smith-Downs.
The new mayor, Michael Tubbs, called riot police
to force out the people who had come to address
the council about police brutality. Up to 50 officers,
equipped with riot gear, pushed the assembly
backwards down the concrete steps, including women
with children. Some were arrested. In Stockton, this
was treated as “no big deal” – but in other cities, the
incident would have been newsworthy, she says.
Dionne Smith Downs has no intention of giving
up. “For eight years we have marched, we have
demonstrated; we are now facing arrest charges as a
result of our protests. This isn’t just about my son, or
your son. This is about the community, and this about
about justice. That’s what we stand for.”

“We have a lot of people that are willing to support
us on researching police killings in Stockton and also
we’ve made a map. We went from 1990 to 2016,
listing all the officer-involved murders. Since 1990, a
total of 35 have been shot and killed by the Stockton
Police and the San Joaquin County Sheriff.”
Community organizer Motecuzoma Sanchez,
“Stockton born and bred,” as he says, recently
produced a full-length documentary about Stockton,
“Mudville Harvest.“ This small city, with a
population of less than 300,000, ranks second in
California in the number of police killings per capita.
Stockton is also the most diverse city in California.
As he pointed out in a recent interview, Stockton
has deep, historic, pockets of extreme poverty,
unemployment, homelessness, crime, and desperately
underfunded services and schools. The police use the
term “hot spots,” but it’s not temporary. These are
communities that have been segregated and neglected
decade after decade. In fact, the city is built on a
history of violence toward the indigenous Miwok
and Yokuts people, and later, the Mexican, Filipino,
African-American – as well as other ethnicities – and
poor white communities. Today, 30,000 children
live in poverty in Stockton, but the developers who

Dionne Smith-Downs Photo Courtesy Williams
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Chico’s Police-the-Park Plan is a “Fork in the Road”
Public Safety, Park Rangers and Disposable People

This commentary was originally published by the
online magazine ChicoSol at www.chicosol.org.

by Steve Breedlove
“If you want a picture of the future, imagine
a boot stomping on a human face forever”
– George Orwell.
At this moment, Chico’s unelected city
bureaucrats are in the process of moving Park
Rangers into the Police Department, arming
them and sidelining their function as naturalists
and stewards of our recreational commons.
Apparently, “broken windows” enforcement
of minor infractions is the preferred method
of addressing very real and material social
problems.
In a public hearing (April 24 Parks Commission),
the assistant city manager tried to deflect the
dissent of citizens in attendance, advising us
that the Council had not approved it. Curiously,
he also argued it was imperative to set Police
Academy dates this calendar year.
Notwithstanding the citizens’ and two of three
park rangers’ discomfort with transforming
caretakers into armed agents of the state, he
assured us that they will be trained–although
“trained” officers killed Desmond Phillips not
long ago–and that being deputized won’t take the
rangers away from their park duties. This move
is treated as a simple shuffle of personnel, but in
reality it is an existential and ethical fork in the
road demanding we choose, now, how we will
respond to new economic and ecological realities
unfolding before us.

Haymarket Square to Ferguson to Standing
Rock, the modus operandi of the moneyed class
is to ignore and mischaracterize fundamental
inequities and injustices, respond violently to
those who successfully draw attention to them
(whether or not they practice nonviolence) and
punish every minor infraction to remind the
populace that order will be maintained no matter
how hard it is to breathe under the loafer of the
oligarchy or the boot of their enforcers.
We have to ask ourselves: what are the trade-offs
of a police force that consumes almost half of
the General Fund (fully twice the fire department
budget, and not coincidentally, somewhat
proportional to U.S. “defense” spending)?
More nuisance punishment means less money
to maintain our public spaces and urban
forest as habitats of democracy, to cultivate
cooperative housing and urban farms, and to
incubate worker-owned enterprises as engines of
innovation.
From the Okies who didn’t have that Do Ra
Mi to single mothers of color in Oakland, we
have long excluded from society those who
are failing to succeed in an economic system
that consumes biomes and livelihoods and
vomits waste. “Public safety” as used by those
in power is Orwellian doublespeak for the
disposing of people inevitable in a predatory
economic system. Safety can only be guaranteed
in a vibrant, harmonious civic body nurtured
through securing the bottom courses of Maslow’s

pyramid for everyone. Our public safety priority
should be a social worker, food, housing and
healthcare for all those in need.
We are in a transformative moment in history
and every decision we make now guides us
through an uncertain future. It is critical that
the City Council retains authority on questions
defining the character and ethical priorities of our
city. Cities belong to the people, not unelected
bureaucrats. The council should agendize a full
public hearing on the issues of broken-windows
policing against the homeless and arming our
park rangers. Instead of making excuses as to
why monumental problems can’t be solved,
the Council should place a resolution on the
ballot asking if we should continue the status
quo. A resounding “no” vote would give the
city the mandate and power as chartered under
the California Constitution to begin building a
secure future where no one is disposable.
Steve Breedlove is a father, gardener, veteran
and critical optimist. He wrote this guest
commentary for ChicoSol and believes “an
abundant, ethical, ecological society can be
cultivated in perennial polycultures using
appropriate tech and organized into bioregional
confederal democracies.”
Released through ChicoVibes, Without a Roof.

The proposed increase of Chico PD personnel
will make our population-police ratio on par with
San Antonio and Wichita, but Chico suffers from
few crimes in comparison. Also noteworthy,
violent crime in Chico declined precipitously
from 2015 to 2016 without an increase in
personnel. So why is the city’s obsession with
“public safety” holding the discretionary budget
hostage without empirical need?
We should all use a critical eye on the monthly
arrest record and crime statistics available on the
CPD’s website. (See column on right of CPD
website.) While people are certainly arrested
for endangering the public’s safety, the majority
of arrests are misdemeanor bench warrants
and nuisance crimes, like being homeless and
somewhere you’re not welcome or related to
substance use and abuse. To simplify a complex
subject, these problems are manifestations of an
economy and society that treats our poorest as
unwanted, disposable, deplorable.
Chico is not a dangerous city and we don’t need
to deputize our park rangers. Bourgeois prejudice
against the homeless and poor is rooted in the
idea that if we don’t see it, it doesn’t exist. From

Some rangers are not interested in undergoing police training.
Photo Courtesy Karen Laslo
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How Housing First Helped Utah continued from page 1
recovering from her myriad medical problems.
Soon after she was discharged, she moved into
Grace Mary Manor. And since her move into
secure housing, her addiction has been under
control. “I’m still on methadone,” she says. “But
I’ve been clean since then.”

The problem of housing affordability, and of
poverty generally, is as complex in Salt Lake
City as elsewhere. Housing First isn’t the only
low-income housing program in Utah. The
program doesn’t help the largest proportion
of people who are homeless – the temporarily
homeless – and it doesn’t help those who are at
risk of becoming homeless. One of the reasons
the program has been so successful in helping the
chronically homeless, and so quantifiable, is that
it’s highly targeted – to people who have been
homeless for one year continuously or who have
experienced four episodes of homelessness in
three years.

The principle behind Housing First is simple –
get people who are homeless straight into homes.
In most of the US, a person must show they are
‘housing ready’ before they can get permanent
housing. Usually they will transition through
temporary housing, with the hope of qualifying
for something permanent. Often they will have
to complete programs in order to qualify for
permanent housing – drug or alcohol rehab or
job training, for example. In Salt Lake City
they do it the other way around: first a house,
then tackle addiction, mental health problems,
unemployment or other issues.
Liz Bioteau, resident services manager at Salt
Lake City Housing Authority, says the idea of
Housing First, which has been running for more
than 10 years, is to lower all barriers to housing.
“At no point in qualifying for eligibility for
Grace Mary Manor do you have to jump through
hoops. You don’t need to be sober for 30 days;
you don’t need to have a job.”
There are 84 people now living at Grace Mary
Manor, all of whom – like Tiffany – used to be
chronically homeless. All the apartments are
small single-occupant studios with their own
cooking facilities and bathrooms. There’s a gym
and a library. There’s even a games room where,
Tiffany tells me, she’s regularly thrashed at pool
by other residents and her own children.
The set-up is described as “permanent supported
housing”, which means there are staff on-site 24
hours a day, seven days a week. And security is
tight.
All this suits Tiffany. “I do well in structure,
always have,” she says. There are employment
services and access to drug and alcohol
counseling on the premises. Caseworkers help
residents deal with social security and mobile
phone companies, for example.
The concept of Housing First sounds either
bleeding obvious or bleeding heart, depending
on your perspective. It also sounds expensive
– the kind of big-government solution for which
there’s an almost pathological distaste in parts
of America. But is it working? And how did this
happen in conservative Utah?
The answer to the first question is yes, it’s
working phenomenally well – at least, according
to the State of Utah. In 2015, the state announced

Illustration by Antra Svercsi for Big Issue Australia

it had cut chronic homelessness by 91 per cent
since 2005. The Washington Post ran with
the headline, ‘The surprisingly simple way
Utah solved chronic homelessness and saved
millions’.
Much of the program’s success is due to one
man, Lloyd Pendleton. He’s the director of
Utah’s Homeless Task Force and was previously
the Mormons’ director of humanitarian services.
Being so well connected, Pendleton has been
able to champion the effort and bring the people
of Utah along with him.
Bioteau told me that a big part of Pendelton’s
success was making a cost-efficiency argument,
rather than a moral one. “What he did was he
reframed the conversation from one of social
justice perspective more towards the dollars
saved ultimately to our community. We’ve
been able to show in Utah that it’s cheaper. It’s
cheaper to house this population than keep them
on the streets.”
Bioteau’s colleague, Zachary Bale, suggests it
might be because the aversion to government
spending is so entrenched in Utah that the
program has received so much support. “There
was good, strong evidence of cost savings and
that feeling is so strong here – that whatever the
most cost-efficient thing to do is, we should do
it.”
The state estimates that every chronically
homeless person housed through the program
equals US$8000 net cost savings a year,
enabling local services to serve an additional 2.4
temporarily homeless individuals through other
programs.

There are stories of new Housing First residents
struggling to adjust to living indoors – people
who at first chose to sleep on the floor, rather
than in bed. There are people who are very sick
or struggling with addiction. Ensuring residents
can continue to stay housed is the ongoing
business of Bioteau and her team. “If we’re
having a problem with a resident not following
[the rules of the building] or who is struggling in
some other way, we try to sit down as a team and
say ‘What can we do to work with this person?’”
Bioteau says.
Residents at Grace Mary Manor aren’t treated
like babies. They can smoke and drink in their
apartment; they just can’t break the law. And
Tiffany says, for the most part, it works. Though
like any form of housing, there are downsides.
“People are nosey,” she says, “there’s fights
sometimes.”
But the upsides outweigh the downsides.
Tiffany’s prior life was chaotic; she now thrives
on routine. “My grandma’s on dialysis on
Tuesdays and Thursdays,” she tells me. “The
train and bus are pretty close, so every week I go
and get my methadone dose and then go and sit
with her while she does dialysis.”
And it’s no accident that Tiffany has been able to
stay clean since landing stable housing. “Because
when you live on the streets, the main stress is
that you don’t have a place to go.” Day-to-day
stress of that magnitude – especially in a city
cold enough to have hosted the Winter Olympics
– is not exactly conducive to overcoming a drug
problem. That experience is not one Tiffany
cares to relive anytime soon. After six years
on the streets, home is not something she takes
for granted. “Every time winter comes, I am
so happy I have a roof over my head,” Tiffany
says, looking up at the ceiling. “God, it’s such a
relief.”
Courtesy of INSP News Service
https://insp.ngo
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“JUST ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE”
Cruel and unusual punishment for the Unhoused?
-Suzanne Hastings
“Without someplace where one can feel safe, where one can sleep. One
goes mad!”- Marilyn French “The Women’s Room”
Ironically, the Phil Collins song “Just another day in paradise” was on
the radio when I was reading an article in the SN&R “The $100,000
Homeless Man” (2/16/17). This was a story of a man fighting cancer
who was living under a bridge in Oak Park for 15 years. He was cited
dozens of times for soliciting, panhandling, and sleeping outside until
he had racked up $100,000 in fines! Our Constitution is supposed to
guaranteed “No cruel and unusual punishment” or “excessive fines” Is
this not cruel and unusual punishment? Is this not excessive fining?

Peace Be Unto You
By Danté Pélayo
Pull out that inner prophet
I know that you can rock it
Conditioned by this System of a down
When you good, nobody can stop it
How are you going to flip the world
to transform to better lights?
Revolutionize it out from a dark destiny
and cast out of its midnights
Mother Earth don’t dig what we do
So she punishes us leaving clues
Earthquakes, Tsunamis, Tornados, Hurricanes
Yet we keep doing what we do.
The best protection that you can get
Is to protect that fragile heart
Open your mind to learn as much as you can
So you won’t be a victim to the Art of Hate
Configure that ugly state
Turn that grime inside out
& Discover Love that’s great
Humble your self like a bumblebee
That holds on to its painful sting
Then let your life Shine Out Loud
Like the Glory,
That heaven brings!

The Unhoused seem to be kept in the vicious cycle of homelessness
and are unable to save enough money to even get housing because of
constantly being cited and fined for sleeping outside. Or they need to do
community service or go to jail, or have property seized by the police.
This reminds me of the stories I heard about feudal lords who taxed
their subjects into slavery when they had nothing else to give. Especially
with rents being so high, it pushes people on fixed incomes or minimum
wage jobs out of the housing market, forcing them out onto the streets
to face fines or possible jail time. I heard a few years ago that it’s
becoming illegal to be poor in America. Housing seems to be becoming
a luxury for only the wealthiest citizens. Because it seems that more and
more people are falling between the cracks and face the nightmare of
becoming homeless. Only to be punished for simply trying to survive.

A Special Thanks to Our
Homeward Underwriters:
Arturo Baiocchi
Geraldine Baskerville
Ron & Carola Blubaugh
David W. Dratman
Nathan Fairman
Sr. Libby Fernandez
Ronald Javor
Michael Meek
Ruth Pleaner
Scott Rogers & Daly Merrill
William Soskin
John & Janice Speth
Sally Weinland
Michelle Wright
Women’s Empowerment
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Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
and mail to: PO Box 952 Sacramento, CA 95812
clip & mail coupon

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St.
30 days per year: Dormitory living, C&S:
Dinner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays at 1PM.
442-0331
St. Johnís Shelter: Women and Children. 4410 Power Inn Rd. Call between
10am & 3pm for space availability. 4531482
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St. Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at
mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority.
7:30pm Chapel Service with meal afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents. Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to all
homeless men: 447-3268
Next Move (formerly SAEHC) 24 hr
Family Shelter; Families, single adults with
children who have no other resource: Womenís Refuge; single women, no children: Call
for screening/space availability 455-2160
Volunteers of America Family Shelter: Adults w/children only. Apply
Tues.-Thurs. 1-3 pm 1490 Blding B, N. “A”
St. 916-443-4688
Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C:
Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone:
Many services
Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St.: 7 days, Evening meal, Men/Women:
Church service 7:00pm required, dinner following 8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service,
lunch at noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available 7
am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays:
at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on Sundays .
WomenísCivic Improvement Center: Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:3012:30 lunch M-F 452-2866
Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in
Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every
Sunday 1:30 pm. All Welcome.

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org

Calvery Christan Center Safe Haven: 1300 North C St. 8 am Sun, Coffee,
breakfast 6 pm Wed. clothes closet after
services.

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeLaney
Center). 699-1536

Women & Children

Crisis Intervention

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32:
Breakfast for Women and children 8am-9am.
Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for women
and families.

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault and their children. Referrals to court mandated battery
intervention programs, Safe house, 24 hr.
crisis line: 920-2952

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast: M-W-F continental breakfast for women
and children. 454-9688
Youth Services
Wind Youth Services: Drop-In
Center for youth (ages 12-24) experiencing
homelessness: 1722 J Street, M-F 9am6pm, S-S 10am-2pm: Emergency shelter
for ages 12-17, call 1-800-339-7177:
Emergency shelter for ages 18-24, call 916561-4900. Services also include: street
outreach, case management, mental health

AIDS / HIV
AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent housing services to homeless persons
living with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research,
Education and Service): 1500 21st
ST. Serves people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care, mental health, case mgmt, health ed
and regional prevention/ed classes.
4433299

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd
Ave. (at Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.
456-1980

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach
Program provides direct services to people
living with AIDS and HIV. Transportation to
social services, medical appointments, job interviews, and housing assistance. 447-2437

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St. Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women
and Children: Thurs. 9 am signup, 9:30-10am
bible study, 10 am - 12 pm shop. 447-3268

Harm Reduction Services: 40001 12
Ave.; High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; case management for HIV; free medical
clinic, needle exchange. 456-4849

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527
Parker Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30
am all welcome. 452-7078

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous
HIV testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.
874-7720.

Free Clothing

Legal Aid

Medical
Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults,
children: Nurseís office in Friendship park
7:30am & 12:30pm. 446-3345
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600
Broadway (Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8
am - 12:30 pm 874-8300
Mental Health

Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721
Dawes St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat.
3-5 pm All Welcome.

Guest House, 600 Bercut
Homeless Mental Health Clinic.
Health evaluation, medication if
Housing referrals for mentally ill,
SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
1500

Drive.:
Mental
needed.
GA refs,
916-440-

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527
Parker Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am
after 10 am church service; dinner 6:30 pm
after 5 pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7
pm after 6 pm church service. Must attend
services. 452-7078

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.íAí St.
Blding. A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to
transitional living programs, independant
living, mental health support services; SSI/
SSDI application assistance;
Walk-ins
8-11am M-F 440-1500

The Sacramento Housing Alliance is a network of concerned
citizens who promote decent affordable housing for low income
households and homeless people
through advocacy and participation in public discourse.
For more info, or if you would like
to participate, please call:

Resources List
Night Shelters

About SHA

Disability Rights, CA: Free legal
services for people with disabilities. Call for
appt. toll free: TTY:(800)776-5746
Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic:
401 12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assistance and advocacy for problems related
to homelessness. 446-0368
Legal Services of Northern California, Inc: 515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F
8:30am-12pm, 1pm-5pm. Problems with
public benefits, landlord / tenant, divorce
clinic. Call for appt. 551-2150
Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd.
(2nd floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food
Stamps, Workfare and Medical rep at hearings. 736-0616
Social Security Disability / SSI
Lawyer Free Consultation (916) 6581880

909 12th Street, Suite 114
Sacramento, CA 95814
The SHA does not itself
provide or manage housing.

Homeward
Street
Journal has been publishing since 1997 as
a non-profit project
of the Sacramento
Homeless Organizing
Committee, which is a member of the
Sacramento Housing Alliance. The
paper’s mission is to alleviate miscommunication between communities by
educating the public about housing and
poverty issues, and by giving homeless people a voice in the public forum.
Homeward also informs homeless persons of shelter and occupational assistance, and acts as a creative self-help
opportunity for those individuals who
wish to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward are those of the authors, and
not necessarily the Sacramento
Housing Alliance or SHOC or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy

Veterans
VA Outreach: 1-800-827-1000
Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547
Mather VA Social Works: help getting
DD-214, any vet. (916) 843-7064
Sacramento Veterans Resource
Center
7270 East Southgate Dr. 393-8387
Miscellaneous
Francis House Center 1422 C St.
Must get a lottery number 9am. M,Tu,Th,F
for Direct Services: ID vouchers, transp.
assistance; In depth resource coaching by
apt.; Veteran’s advocac;, Notary services
Thurs. call for apt.; Job Development Center
M,Tu,Th,F 9:30am – 1pm. Family Rescue
motel vouchers for qualified families Mon.
1pm. (916) 443-2646
Sacramento Food Bank & Family
Services: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway) Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm,
and Wed 4pm-7pm. 456-1980.
Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F
7:30am-5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072
Employment Development Department (EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway)
M-F8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services.
227-0300
Medi-Cal:
1-800-773-6467,1-888-7471222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725
28th St. 916-874-2256
Social Security Office: 8581 Folsom
Blvd (East of College Greens Lite-rail stop,
past the flea market) M-F 9am-4:30pm 3819410: Natl line 1-800-772-1213

211 Sacramento
Dial 211

for tele-info & referral service
Califorina Youth Crisis Line:

We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other
writing can be submitted at our office
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the address below.
All writing submitted for publication
will be edited as necessary, with due
respect for the author’s intent. The editors will attempt to consult with an author if changes are necessary, however,
the paper will go to print with the story
as edited if the author is unavailable.
All Letters to the Editor must be signed
to be published. If the writer wishes to
remain anonymous s/he should so state,
but the letter must still be signed .
Poetry and graphics will not be edited,
either the paper will publish the submission or not.
In submitting articles to the paper,
authors give their permission to print
their submissions in accordance with
the above stipulations, as well as possible reprinting in INSP member papers, with due byline. Any requests for
stories outside the above three will be
referred to the author.
Subscriptions are available with a
$20 contribution. Make checks out to
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee).
Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with
the Homeward Street Journal in
any way.
Participants with the
paper are not allowed to solicit for
donations for L&F, nor make any
reference regarding the relationship
between Loaves & Fishes and this
newspaper whatsoever.
All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
PO Box 952
Sacramento, CA 95812
The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

1-800-843-5200

The paper may also be E-mailed at
homeward2@yahoo.com

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

On the web at:
http://homeward.wikispaces.com
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Back-to-School Event Will Provide Resources
for Homeless Students
By Meagan Meloy & Jessica
Candela School Ties, Butte County
Office of Education
Picture getting ready for your first
day of fifth grade. Your backpack
is full of brightly-colored spiral
notebooks, sharpened wooden
pencils, neon highlighters, and
patterned folders. Your hair is
freshly washed and cut, and you’re
wearing your favorite new outfit
with new shoes to match. Your
parents are excited for your first
day as they hand you healthy
snacks in a new lunch pail. Your
immunizations are current and your
enrollment paperwork is complete.
You’re ready for your first day of
school.
However, not all students share
the experience described above.
Students who are homeless,
at-risk of becoming homeless,
impoverished, or in foster care,
don’t always have access to key
back-to-school items. Lacking
resources, sometimes these students
are embarrassed by their ill-fitted
clothing, lack of hygiene items, or
tattered shoes. This reality sparked
an idea for the inaugural School
Ties: Back-to-School Connect
event.
Hailey Sherman, a former
homeless youth, said School Ties’
Connect would have provided the
educational resources she needed
when her family was struggling
financially.
“I remember when I was maybe ten
years old and my sister and I had to
beg for help to be able to get school
supplies. We ended up walking
over to clean my neighbor’s house
so we could make money and get
a ride to Walmart before classes
started,” Sherman said. “Growing
up we didn’t have any programs
available to us like this one. If we
had, it would have made August
fun rather than stressful.”
School Ties’ Connect is based on the
model developed by San Francisco’s
Project Homeless Connect (www.
projecthomelessconnect.org/).

Fear of the Suffering
by Mark Alexander

- Public Speaker & Radio
Correspondent

Aimed at connecting individuals
in-need to vital resources at a onestop-shop event, this framework
is easily modified for a back-toschool event.
Community
members
and
organizations throughout Butte
County will join together to see
what could be accomplished in
one day, at one location to help K12 students who are homeless or
struggling to get by. The vision is to
offer meaningful, relevant services
to help underserved K-12 students
meet their immediate, basic needs
to be successful in school.
Josh Indar, tutoring coordinator
for the School Ties program,
said fostering academic success
through free back-to-school items
can make a significant difference
in students’ lives.
“It’s so important for kids who
are struggling in other areas of
their lives to have a connection
to school, because education is
key to breaking the cycle that
keeps families in poverty,” Indar
said. “Events like Back-to-School
Connect not only help these
students feel ready to return to
school in the fall, but it shows them
how important school is, and how
welcome and supported they are
there.”
School Ties’ Connect will be held
August 8, 2017 from 4:00-7:00 pm
in the Multipurpose Room at Chico
Junior High School (280 Memorial
Way, Chico, CA 95926). Families
needing resources for their children
to attend school are welcome.
Students will have their choice
of backpacks, books, clothing,
food boxes, hygiene items, school
supplies, and shoes.
For students: youth may choose a
free backpack, book, and pair of
shoes, and then enjoy a movie in
the school theater accompanied
by cotton candy, popcorn, and
snowcones. Outdoor education
specialists will facilitate kidfriendly activities in the quad.

from latest edition of
Who Am I?
Is it the person I wish to be,
Or the mask I want others to see?
Am I the voice of a mind awake,
Or the vessel that moves to take?
If I weave a mask, is it real?
Or is there a true self, hidden, surreal?
-Alexander Wolf

For parents and guardians: agencies
will be on hand with vital resources.
Butte
County
organizations
attending the event provide
services in behavioral health,
disability rights, employment, lowcost or free services, and parenting
classes.
Organizers are excited to host this
inaugural, collaborative event in
Chico and hope to expand to other
towns in Butte County next year.
Community partners for School
Ties’ Connect include Butte County
Office of Education, Boys and Girls
Club of the North Valley, Chico
Children’s Fund, Chico Unified
School District, MADIA Project,
Salvation Army, and Youth for
Change. These partners provided
vital support for the success of
this event. Organizers would also
like to thank community donors
for their generous contributions.
You can follow event updates
at:
www.facebook.com/
BacktoSchoolConnect/
What: School Ties: Back-toSchool Connect
When: August 8, 2017
Time: 4:00-7:00 pm
Where: Multipurpose Room at
Chico Junior High School (280
Memorial Way, Chico, CA 95926)
Who: Families needing resources
for their K-12 children to attend
school

Writing for Donuts
Legend
I look into the eyes
Of the lies they feed me
Analyze highs and I find
I need these
Every man tryin’ but the cries are measly
‘cuz we allow pride to divide us easily
And we allow devils in our own spaces
But we see it isn’t better
And still we chase it…
-Max Ego

Letter to Life
It’s rough out here in these streets, being homeless, tired, broke, etc. Life is very depressing and
it can get to you very easily. Just remember to keep your head up and strive every day.
Also, life is short and death is quick. -Jospeh

A week before writing this I
was walking down the streets of
college town when I passed by
a tall, athletic looking student
wearing glasses. I strode on by
while eyeing what appeared to be
a mess of cardboard boxeslying
outside next to what I assumed
were his recycle bins. He began
picking up the scattered trash
and with a casualdisgust in
his voice he declared “I hate
homeless people. I really do.”
Little did he know, the stranger
walking by was a member of
those hated people only one year
ago. I kept on my path without
saying a word.
Whenever I hear stuff like that, I
think to myself, what ugly things
to say about people already
down in their luck. His tone and
attitude weren’t nearly as harsh
as his own words. He seemed to
be using the word “hate” with
such levity.
I’m guessing he assumed
a
homeless
person
was
responsible for the tragic
violation of his disposables. If
that were the case, I have two
judgments to pass and neither
of them bring about a feeling
of hatred. One, I certainly wish
the culprit could have cleaned
up after themselves. Two, I hope
they were able to afford a meal
for themselves after trading
in whatever recyclables they
found. I understand the student’s
frustration but I’m far more
concerned about the well-being
of an individualscrounging
through someone else’s filth so
they might be able to eat the
next morning. It’s my own past
experiences that are what give
me that perspective.
I’ve lived in Chico for almost
two years now, but when I first
came here I spent five months
living inside the Torres homeless
shelter. I arrived in this town with
the goal of crawling my way out
of the dangerous and unhealthy
situation I was stuck in. I didn’t
have anyone I could stay with
for an indefinite amount of time.
I just so happened to have a
family member living in this
town who was willing to store
my belongings while I lived out
on the streets.
The first few weeks I was
homeless were the lowest point
in my entire life. Eventually,
I acquired a job and found my
way into stable housing. In that
short time, I’ve gained a lot of
new perspectives on how much
of the world view homelessness

and the people suffering from
it. I’d like to believe that the
anonymous student I passed was
alone in his hatred but I don’t
quite see it that way.
I take a general interest in
political discussion on social
media and I recently came
across a post about the issue
of homelessness apparently
overrunning downtown and town
square. A plethora of frustrations
were being expressed about the
state affairs brought about by
the seemingly large quantity
of homeless people taking
residence in that area. Some
Chico residents expressed fear,
usually parents too scared to
bring their children to downtown
due to the threat posed by
the homeless. Others jumped
straight to anger and engaged
in discussions about how to get
rid of the blasted devils. Some
were emboldened enough to
whimsically type away about a
need for violence to drive that
scourge from our town!
Well, I won’t lie and tell you
that every person living on the
streets is a swell guy or gal once
you get to know them. Although
I’m slightly less intimidated by
strangers being that I am a six
foot tall man, I can understand
why some community members
would be made uncomfortable or
even afraid of certain individuals
you’ll encounter out there.
It troubles me when I come
across rhetoric like that because
I know some of the people
living on the streets personally
and I know there are plenty of
decent people living within
the gruesome environment of
homelessness. I know they are
trying to survive just as I had. I
know they don’t have the sort of
support from family most people
do, but they’re doing their best
to make the most of what they
were handed in life. When I hear
outcry over the homeless horde
and need for dramatic action to
rid the town of those people,
that’s when I become scared.
Not for my own safety but for
others. I become scared for the
souls who still live without the
most basic security or protection
from violence.
I don’t necessarily have a
solution for the people still
living in fear over the number
of homeless folks residing
in the downtown area. I only
hope and pray that those living
comfortably under a roof will
find it in their heart to be kind,
patient, and understanding of
those less fortunate.

