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Shelters and Soup Kitchens Hold Credit Crisis Front Lines
Street News Service www.streetnewsservice.org
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by Heike Barkawitz
Inter Press Service
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NEW YORK (IPS): Wall
Street may be in the throes
of agony, but business is
booming at the Holy Apostles
Soup Kitchen a bit farther
north in the Manhattan neighborhood of Chelsea.

America’s Scrap
Conclusion

And that’s not particularly
good news.
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Just ask Ishmael, a young
man who has been eating his
meals at Holy Apostles for
about three months now. “I
come here in order to save
money,” he told IPS. “I do
have a job, but still cannot
afford to buy food every day.”
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Ishmael also lives in a home-
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Homeless Resources
In fo

less shelter because renting
an apartment is beyond his
means — perhaps not surprising in a place that boasts
the highest housing costs in
the United States, with an
average rent of 2,400 dollars
per month, according to the
real estate data firm Reis
Client Services.
Across the city, New York’s
social services are troubled.
Even as the weak economy
drives more and more people
to seek help in soup kitchens
or shelters, advocates worry
that the private donations
they rely on will simultaneously begin to dry up.
Rev. Elizabeth Maxwell,
interim executive director of
Holy Apostles, is unsure how

the church will cope with an
inevitable surge in clientele in
the months and years ahead.
“It’s coming from both sides
— the demand is increasing,
the need is increasing and at
the same time, the resources
are shrinking. Due to the
financial crisis — especially
in a city like New York, where
so much of the city’s economy
is tied to the fortunes of Wall
Street — city government is
going to cut and state government has already cut.”
Maxwell said the Holy
Apostles soup has already
seen a “massive increase in
the last year”.
“In July, we served more
meals than in any month in

our history — an average of
1,353 meals each weekday
— and in August the average
was higher than in any month
in our history, and we’re up
22 percent in the month of
September from the previous
September,” she said.
The city’s homeless shelter
population has been mounting steadily for years, from
21,100 people per night in
1998 to 35,200 in April 2007,
an increase of about 65
percent. The number of chil dren has increased by 18
percent, to over 14,000.
Patrick Markee, a senior
policy analyst at the Coalition
for the Homeless (CFTH),

continued Page 2

Wasteland:
In search of America’s Scrap
Street News Service www.streetnewsservice.org
by Tim Covi
Denver Voice, USA
In search of America’s crap,
Denver Voice follows your
junk from the dumpster, to the
homeless and into the global
market place.
One ride with Paul Campbell
and you start to look at junk
a little differently. The beat up
old dresser with half-broken
drawers might have brass
handles: a few dollars. The
broken windows that would
be useless in a home are
made of extruded aluminum
- a nice set of those stripped
down will bring another $10
or $15. Even a broken broom
with an aluminum handle will
add up with other metals to
fetch a price.
And all this starts in your
home. In a country where 67

percent of our gross domestic product comes from consumer spending, it’s not
shocking that the alleyways
of our cities are lined with
reusable refuse, or that in
2006 our second largest
export to China was scrap
material.

less person, your junk means
daily bread, and for a scrap
merchant in a $65 billion a
year industry, with $15.7
billion in exports, it turns a
tidy profit on the national and
international market.

You do a remodel and toss
some old cabinets in the
alley. Your toaster wears out,
or you just want to replace
an appliance with something
newer. So you take it out and
toss it in the trash. A homeless scrapper comes by and
cuts the electrical cord off,
winds it up and puts it in a
bag. If it’s made of steel or
aluminum, another person
might break it down into
parts, separate out the
metals, and add it to a collection they’ll turn in at a
scrap yard later. For a home-

The streets of Washington
Park are quiet at 6 a.m. on
Sunday. With the sun peaking
over the horizon, Paul
Campbell, homeless for the
better part of the past 10
years, rides his bike down to
the starting point of a regular
Sunday morning rummaging
route, looking for “ground
scores” along the way - things
of value you find on the sidewalk or street. He explains
that Sunday mornings are a
good time for ground scores.
A lot of people drunk from the
night before drop things.

The Industry and Its Workers

Phones,
cash,
wallets,
watches, who knows? He
said he’s found twenties and
more just lying in the gutter.
To look at him, you wouldn’t
think that Campbell is homeless. He keeps himself
together, clean cut. His backpack ready to be filled, he is
equipped with a small satchel
of trade tools on his handlebars - pliers, wire cutters and
a magnet mounted on the
crossbar that he uses to
determine if something is
ferrous (iron or steel) or nonferrous. We turn off down an
alley just past Downing
Street, a little south of
Alameda. The route will wind
through the neighborhood
and take us past about 10miles of Dumpsters before 10
o’clock.

continued Page 3
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Keys to the Kingdom or Another Attempt to Demonize the Poor?
Street News Service www.streetnewsservice.org
by Rodney Graham
Street Sheet Canada
WINNIPEG, CANADA: Were the “mission keys” an
idea to help the homeless or
just another attempt by mean
spirited businessmen to push
the homeless off the street?
In 2002 Winnipeg took the
example of Halifax, Ottawa
and Burnaby, B.C. where both
“donation boxes” and “keys”
were used to manipulate
“consumers” into not giving to
panhandlers. The “keys” (
Plastic keys with a missions
address on it) were bought
from businessmen for one
dollar and given by the public
donators to homeless who
then could redeem them for
a shower, a meal, etc..: services already provided free at
certain missions. The idea did
not work. According to “Katy”,
an employee of Union Gospel
Mission in Winnipeg, the key
program was discontinued
because the keys were “not
needed” as the services were
already provided for free
anyway. She also said that,
“..yes, businesses did see the
homeless as a “threat”.
Some anti-poverty activists
say the help key program is
insulting to panhandlers
because it assumes they
spend their cash handouts on
booze and drugs.
“It does reduce their dignity,”

says Linda Lalonde of the
National
Anti-Poverty
Organization in Ottawa. “It
takes away their self-determination. If I decide that I
don’t want to have chicken
noodle soup, which is what
they’re serving at the mission
for lunch today, can I not
make that decision just as
anyone else would?”
A more recent scheme to villianize the poor in Winterpeg
was bus shelter ads. The ads
showed a picture of a homeless youth laying on the sidewalk (whether the youth was
sick or tired or stoned - it
didn’t say) the wording gave
a statistic (from where it did
not say) that a large number
of homeless used their panhandling change for drugs
and encouraged the public to
not give to the poor. How such
an ad could be posted in a
democratic society I don”t
know, but I think it is scary!
Such self-righteous propaganda was also advertised
during Hitler’s rise to power
and in totalitarian regimes but in Canada? - where we
boastfully pride ourselves on
being so much more moral
and righteous than the bad
Americans? When governments bail out businessmen
and the wealthy and give
them tax shelters and such.
Does any of our citizenry post
ads saying “Don’t give to the
rich! They use it to buy pros-

titutes, Caribbean vacations,
tax shelters, expensive sports
cars, expensive whiskey, etc..
etc.. etc..”
My opinion, and the opinion
of many activists is that it was
just another attempt to demonize the less fortunate who
already are feared by the
public at large and keep them
away from their businesses.
Poor people are bad for business aesthetics.
Interestingly, in the late 90s
“Change for the Better” boxes
were given to businessmen.
The idea was to have the
public give change to little
yellow boxes in businesses
instead of to those who could
directly benefit from cash
money. An employee of a
business in the trendy area of
Winnipeg, Osborne Village,
told me she was sure that the
owner was pilfering the boxes
after they were full of money.
Interestingly as well, the
boxes seemed to disappear
after being filled. Seems there
is no record of anyone getting
caught stealing any though.
The scheme was discontinued also. Perhaps “Change
for the Better” actually meant
not “change for the better” to
change the lives of the poor,
but rather, “change” (As in
pocket change) for the better
- the better meaning the
“better” human beings - the
businessmen who possibly

Crisis Front Lines
told IPS that the number of homeless
families in New York has now hit an
“all-time record” of about 9,000. “Only
this month, the number of families
entering shelters increased again,” he
said, interpreting the situation as a
“real sign of an economic downturn”.
Surviving in New York City without a
decent salary can be an almost impossible task. Many adults in shelters
share Ishmael’s predicament — they
have jobs, yet still cannot afford
housing, CFTH says.
According to the Census Bureau’s
Housing Vacancy Survey, in 2005,
one out of four New Yorkers spent
half of their income on rent alone,
leaving little left over for other necessities.
“Many people in New York have to
choose between food and rent or
between medical care and rent,” Rev.
Maxwell told IPS.
One out of five adults and one of four
children in New York now live below
the poverty line, which is 17,600
dollars per year for a family of three.

This equals about two million people
living in poverty, Markee told IPS.
Speaking to IPS, many homeless
people expressed anger at the government. “This country is ass-backwards,” exclaimed one man who gave
his name as Robert. “The situation
gets worse for the struggling individuals and only gets better for those
who have money. This country is
about to collapse and I’m pretty sure
that there’s going to be a revolt soon.”
Edward, 55, became homeless when
his father died and didn’t leave a will.
Two hospitalizations left him 3,600
dollars in debt. The federal government sends a check for about 150
dollars a month that he can use for
food, but it’s not nearly enough, he
said.
Like Holy Apostles, whose budget is
2.7 million dollars, many of the city’s
estimated 1,200 non-profit soup
kitchens and food pantries raise the
vast majority of their funding from
private individuals and foundations,
with only a small percentage coming
from the government.

stole the boxes!
In my early years of social
activism I learned a few things
from some American activists;
there are people and organizations out there that thrive
off the charity of the public,
and they are not homeless
people. My American cousins
called them “poverty pimps”
and “fund suckers”. No need
to delve into that too much...
The average income for a
director of a social agency in
Canada is $150, 000. The
average income for a social
worker is between $35 to
$60,000!
In 1997, Winnipeg “criminalized” a group of individual citizens who were underprivileged
and
vulnerable.
Homeless
youth
called
squeegee kids (who wash car
windows at intersections for
change). A lengthy whitewash
was done by city hall. 50
“experts” representing social
agencies lined up at the
through. There were several
meetings concerning the
squeegee “problem” Very few
squeegee kids went to the
meetings, although they
“found”
one
supposed
squeegee kid, who was not a
real squeegee kid at all and
was not homeless, but lived
in River Heights with his nice
middle class family!

about “alternatives” several
social organizations actually
recommended
that
squeegeeing was actually a
good idea and it didn”t send
mega funds into social organizations and their high
paying
employees/fund
suckers - but money actually
went into the hands of those
who needed it, and who
needed it sometimes in urgent
situations, such as when
having to escape abusive
parents/social agencies such
as foster care, group homes
etc of which there are many
which are abusive in Canada.
But after all these “experts”
and politicians sat on their
asses for months talking, the
inevitable occurred and the
decision was made that the
chamber of commerce and
city hall knew would happen
- a whole new law criminalizing a group of underprivileged
was implemented. The “alternatives” were all bullshit and
didn’t work out.
Wouldn’t it be nice if we could
so easily criminalize in a few
short months crooked politicians, clergy, brutal discriminating cops, and mean spirited businessmen? What a
day - a glorious day - that
would be!
Reprinted from Street Sheet
© Street News Service:
www.street-papers.org/

Needless to say after talking

continued from page 1

“We’re very concerned, because
people’s ability to give is going to be
very impacted by the financial crisis,”
Rev. Maxwell told IPS.
“A lot of the foundations that we get
money from certainly have a lot of
their assets in stock market,” added
Mark Walter, Holy Apostles’ development assistant. “So we don’t know
what’s coming down the pike. New
York State just cut its funding for
hunger relief programs by 16 percent
and then a couple of months later,
they announced that they would be
decreasing it an additional six percent
of the funds that have not already
been spent.”
The Coalition for the Homeless also
raises 60 percent of its funding from
private sources, Patrick Markee told
IPS.
“We’re definitely worried for contributions to go down with the financial
crisis. Particularly after public holidays
we get a lot of private donations. Now
with the economy getting worse, these
private donations might go down,” he

said, adding that the coalition would
be highly dependent on donations due
to an increased need.
However, the funding has already
been reduced. “We’re hoping for the
best and planning for the worst,”
Markee concluded.
Throughout the country, homeless
advocacy groups are reporting the
most visible rise in homeless encampments in a generation. “The economy
is in chaos, we’re in an unofficial
recession and Americans are worried,
from the homeless to the middle class,
about their future,” Michael Stoops,
acting executive director of the CFTH,
said in a statement.
The New York City government may
soon be forced to resort to the emergency measure taken by authorities
in Reno, Nevada, where a tent city
has been erected to house those who
have tumbled through the widening
economic cracks.
Courtesy of Inter Press Service ©
Street News Service:
www.street-papers.org

Homeward

America’s Scrap
Even the alleyways seem incongruous this morning. Floral lined fences
and blooming trees adorn these
narrow corridors behind beautiful
homes, while Campbell fishes through
trash for an electrical cord from a
seemingly good lamp. He rides fast,
pulling up next to each dumpster, flipping the lid and quickly glancing for
a good find inside before moving on.
He says the faster you get through
the route, and the earlier, the more
likely you are to get good scrap.

Matt Alvarez, a buyer at All Recycling
in Englewood, pointed out that the
U.S. is a primary source for scrap
material that goes into new products
worldwide.

All said, though, Paul will be lucky to
walk away from today with about $15.
He says that business used to be a
lot more lucrative. When he was using
a bike trailer he could earn about $60
or more a day. “When I first started I
was running about 30 to 35 cents a
pound back in 2004. And prices just
kept going up. I’d make $12 to $15
a day, and by 2006 was averaging a
dollar a pound and running 30, 40,
50 pounds a day. As late as 2006 I
could go out and almost guarantee
myself 10 bucks an hour. Now I can’t
even guarantee myself a dollar a day.”

The scrap recycling industry has been
a significant part of the global
economy in the past century, providing raw material for new steel, copper,
brass and other metals. According to
the Institute of Scrap Recycling
Industries, in the U.S. two of every
three pounds of steel are made from
recycled ferrous material, and 60
percent of other alloys and metals are
made from recycled nonferrous material.

It’s an ironic situation for the smalltime scrapper using just a bike or cart;
because the price of scrap has
increased so much in the past couple
of years, it’s harder to make money.
“The higher the prices get, the more
people are going to do it. I used to
find a lot of extruded aluminum from
window frames. I don’t remember the
last time I found a window. You gotta
take the glass out, the screws out,
but people are doing it.”
Additionally, he thinks our bad
economy has put more people into a
position where they either have to
scrap for a living, or they save their
material, so there’s less scrap to begin
with. “The better the economy the less
people are going to have to go out
to scrap, so you find more in a good
economy. Right now, most of these
plumbers and electricians that have
copper and brass are saving it to pay
for their $3.50 gasoline.”
Paul’s more-than-modest income is
an interesting pittance when looked
at in relation to the industry he plays
a role in. His job, although for him
about survival, feeds into a microeconomy that is driven by American
consumerism and waste, and in turn
feeds into new consumer products
and means billions in annual profits
across the recycling and metals manufacturing industries.

“You’ve got foreign steel mills looking
for scrap, and America’s the number
one source for it. Obviously - in thirdworld countries - their structures are
all sticks and stones - they don’t have
a plentiful scrap supply to pull from,”
Alvarez said.

Since the environmental movement of
the 1970s the industry has grown
tremendously, moving from once mom
& pop style junkyard operations to an
increasingly corporate and homogenized style of businesses.
“Scrap has turned into a global commodity,” says Alvarez. “China, India,
Brazil - those three especially are
driving the market right now.” He
added that this competition and
demand from oversees producers is
driving the price of scrap feedstock
higher, resulting in American steel
companies buying out or merging with
large scrap merchants to control
costs.
“There’s a lot of consolidation going
on now. We’re one of the last family
owned and operated [scrap yards] our
size. Most of them are being bought
up or are part of larger guys,” he said.
He pointed out two companies in particular, “David Joseph and another
called Metal Management are like the
Wal-Marts of scrap. New Corp, the
largest North American steel maker,
just bought David Joseph. They’re
trying to control regions and control
scrap, and New Corp is buying them
because in their case they need to
control where their material is coming
from,” Alvarez said.
As the industry has grown and
changed, the people who supply it
have also shifted. Scrappers represent a broad range of workers in an
industry with very little regulation or
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price guarantee. They range from the
homeless guy with a cart or a bike
picking through alley-trash for light
alloys and metals like copper and
bronze tubing, to the family with a
pickup truck and a regular clientele
of local businesses that they receive
scrap from, to those who steal copper
wire, tubing and other metals from
construction sites, houses or even
light posts.
With these almost class-like divisions,
Campbell says scrapping has its own
stratified social system, where those
on the bottom can even be given a
lesser price for the same materials
than those with greater means. He
said Atlas Metal & Iron Corp., a ferrous
and nonferrous metal recycling
company in downtown Denver, was
where most of the homeless scrappers went because they could walk
in.
“If you walked in or rode a bike or
pushed a cart, they’d pay you less
than if you came in a car,” Campbell
said. “Most of the people downtown
are walking all the way up to 48th
and York now,” he said, referring to
Do More Recycling.
Mike Rosen of Atlas Metals acknowledged that they do have tiered pricing,
but said it has nothing to do with
someone’s social or economic status.
“We have tiered pricing based on
volume, but it has nothing to do with
the person bringing the material in.
Our feeling is that someone with a
larger volume is a bigger presence in
the market, so we’ll pay them a higher
rate.”
Rosen also said Atlas Metals stopped
doing walk-ins about two years ago

based on a “tag and hold” law that
requires scrap metal recyclers to
obtain a license plate number from
sellers and hold metals aside for five
business days before processing
them. The law, HB07 1141, was
enacted to prevent metal theft.
Industry experts, however, say “tag
and hold” laws are ineffective since
so few metals are actually traceable.
The Colorado law also provides that
a scrap metal purchaser may avoid
the license plate requirement if they
create a video record of each transaction. Several scrap recyclers in the
city and surrounding area still accept
walk-ins on this basis.
Regardless of the changes and the
peaks and valleys of the industry, Paul
Campbell and others who are homeless will continue to rely on scrapping
as a way of life. He has been working
the alleys in Denver since 2004. His
hands show signs of homelessness
and hard work as he reaches into the
trash can to pull out another find. He
pulls out some chrome-plated tubing,
places it between the arms of the
Dumpster and wrenches it back and
forth a couple times, splitting it to
reveal a light yellow sheen on the
inside of the pipe. “Brass” he says,
breaking up the remaining lengths to
fit into his bag, “probably worth about
five or six bucks.” A light paycheck by
most standards, but he has a different philosophy.
“I actually don’t mind it. I can go anywhere in the country now and make
money out of nothing. I can work for
myself and by myself. I can work when
I want and how long I want,” he said.
Reprinted from StreetWise
© Street News Service:
www.street-papers.org
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Homeless Commu nity Comes Together In Fresno
by Cat Williams
FRESNO, CA: In the central
valley in September the air
can be golden and still. It is
a time when the people who
belong to this land can, for a
moment, exist without being
crushed by exposure to the
summer heat or the wet, penetrating cold of winter.
In September, a group of
homeless people and homeless activists from different
cities — Fresno, San Jose,
Merced, Sacramento, San
Francisco — met in Fresno,
California, to discuss the
future of organizing against
homelessness. The Fresno
homeless community fought
back against the destruction
of the property of homeless
people and recently won a
multi-million dollar judgment
against the city.
Before meeting we toured the
desolate areas in Fresno
where homeless people live
— the community of lean-tos
and rickety shelters built by
homeless people on abandoned acres next to the rail
road tracks, a toxic dump site
where oil and industrial chemicals are visibly present as
black sludge just a few feet

underneath the ground; we
walked past scores of tents
crowded under a freeway
overpass, sheltering from the
brutal sun of summer and the
rains yet to come in the
winter; we walked past an
asphalt lot where twenty-two
tool sheds — without electricity or water — are available for a few selected homeless people to share at night.
The gates here are locked
during the day — everyone
must leave at 7:30 and may
not return until late in the day.
It has come to this in the
world’s richest land where the
former executive of an investment bank who earned hundreds of millions — Henry
Paulson, now Secretary of the
Treasury — has the arrogance to come to Congress
to commandeer 750 billion
dollars to save rich investors
and their banks. Never more
clearly have we seen how the
government serves only the
wealthy elite, the people who
own the banks and stocks.
Paulson tells us the fall of the
stock market is an “emergency.”
Destitution and
homelessness across the
land is not.

people we came to Fresno to
talk what to do about homelessness, and how to organize against it, recognizing
that homeless people cannot
be isolated from others who
are being excluded from the
benefits of our economy.
Homeless people have the
same interests as other poor
and low income people who
have not yet faced ultimate
displacement
onto
the
streets. All are struggling
against the dire issues of
poverty and its hardship —
desperate lack of access to
health care, hostile denial of
basic needs like a good job
and affordable stable housing
and quality education.

1. We must focus on
Washington and demand
federal funding for affordable
housing, funding that has
been reduced by some 53
billion dollars in the last
decades, at the same time we
organize lawyers and other
allies locally to represent
homeless people who face
criminal charges because
they must live outside.
2. We must draw strength
from each other and educate
ourselves. We must reject the
idea that over one million
people in this country are
homeless because as indi-

viduals they have failed, and
focus on the systemic cause
of homelessness, which is
poverty and lack of power.
Knowing this, and working
together, we must begin to
build a movement to reclaim
our rights, using the People’s
Tribune and other community
newspapers and publications
in our work.
3. We must plan now for
demonstrations and takeovers of vacant property to
publicize the dire conditions
that face homeless people in
our communities.

Never before have homeless
people and activists come
together from these communities to discuss and plan
organizing and action, and in
this sense the meeting was
an historic step to define a
common direction. Yet it was
frustrating, too, facing the
great need, the urgency, the
national scope of the issues.
While no one had easy
answers or immediate solutions, the consensus of the
meeting was clear:

As activists and homeless

Blue Line Combs Through Campsite - Arrests Come to Nickelsville
Street News Service www.streetnewsservice.org
by Cydney Gillis
Real Change News, USA
SEATTLE, WA: Aaron Colyer had built a
little shack to house the pink tent that the
organizers of Nickelsville gave him. He
had painted part of the shack pink to
match, and he was sitting out front Friday
afternoon as he waited for the police to
come.
When they did, Colyer, a fresh-faced
young veteran of the Marine Corps.,
wasn’t shy about trying to talk the officers
ou t o f arresting him and a fello w
Nickelodeon sitting at a tent nearby.
“The Constitution says we have an inalienable right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness,” Colyer began while the officers were still a few tents away. “You know
you guys have a choice in the matter. You
can choose not to do this. What are they
going to do, fire you?”
The officers paid no mind, continuing to
lift and look in tents for any unseen stragglers. Then they came to Colyer ’s shack,
following the same procedure as the five
other arrests they had already made. An
officer bent over and asked Colyer if he
understood that, if he didn’t leave, he
would be charged with criminal trespass.
Colyer said yes. Like the others, officers

lifted him to his feet and took him away
in the hot sun to the applause and cheers
of Nickeleons and onlookers on the other
side of a 26-officer line of blue that slowly
but surely was clearing the camp of the
occupants who took the city lot along West
Marginal Way SW five days befor e,
dubbing it Nickelsville in honor of the
mayor and his policy of sweeping homeless camps on public property.

It’s a move th at th e 140 or so
Nickelodeons, who put up the renegade
tent city in the early morning hours of
Sept. 22, had hoped and planned for.
Before dawn, in a desperate attempt to
stand their ground, many had dragged
their tents through the field and up over
the hill to the parking lot in hopes the governor would come through - a desperate
measure that worked.

The arrests, all 22 of them, went on for
an hour. But when the blue line finally
topped a little hill overlooking a parking
lot just west of Nickelsville, they stopped.
It was a small but notable victory for the
homeless and their advocates, who had
been on the phone that morning asking
Gov. Christine Gregoire to intervene - and
she did.

Bu t on ly tempor arily. On Oct. 1 ,
Nickelsville’s time will be up again. Its residents have already written a letter to the
governor asking permission to move to
another piece of state land, but have
promised to be out of the parking lot by
midnight Wednesday. Many say they
came to Nickelsville because the city’s
shelters are full and overflowing. The night
before police came to clear the camp,
they say, 13 people were turned away
from Operation Nightwatch, a dispatch
service for the city’s downtown shelters.

Sometime after 1 p.m., after a city worker
had announced that the field was Seattle
Department of Transportation property
and the Nickelodeons would have to
leave, after the police had already made
their first arrests at the east end of the
field, Ron Judd, a senior aide to the governor, charged onto the field, telling the
Seattle officers that the governor had
given her permission for the tent dwellers
to stay five more days in the tiny parking
lot, which is owned by the Washington
State Department of Transportation, not
the city.

On Monday, Sept. 22, Seattle homeless people, with the aid of supporters, set up 150 tents on vacant land.
They claim that Seattle does not have
enough shelters. The tent “city” was
named Nickelsville after Mayor Greg
Nickels, whose policy has been to
clear out and bulldoze any homeless
encampment within 72 hours of being
found. The orginal story was reported
in the September 22nd issue of the
Seattle Post Intelligence. - HW Ed.
Nickelodeon Richard White. “There are no
shelter beds.”
Many who remain at Nickelsville - including several who returned after being
arrested and released from the city’s
Southwest Precinct - say they’d rather
stay at a tent city over a shelter, where
rules are strict, conditions crowded and
loud, and where people can’t come and
go on their own schedule, a particular
problem for those who ho ld a job.

Nickels’ spokesperson Karin Zaugg Black
says shelter is available, adding that 14
people had accepted a shelter placement
from three outreach workers dispatched
to Nickelsville by the city’s Department of
Human Services.

“I got tired of being bitten by bugs at the
shelters and I got tired of the repugnant
attitude of some of those shelter workers,”
says Alfredo Torres, a 50-year-old Coast
Guard veteran who’s out of work. “They
give you a place to sleep, but they humiliate and talk down to us all the time.”

But, “If they get a referral, someone has
to get kicked out of that bed to make room
for them,” says Real Change vendor and

Reprinted from Real Change News
© Street News Service: www.street-papers.org
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A Press Conference with Philip Mangano
Chronic Homelessness, and the
Sacramento
Housing
and
Redevelopment
A
g
e
n
c
y
’s
use
of
Ten year plans to end chronic home Redevelopment
Tax
Increment
lessness are sweeping across the
nation, with Philip Mangano some - Housing Funds to provide rental
assistance to support the Plan’s
where behind the broom.
housing stratiegies.
Philip Mangano, Director of the U.S.
Interagency
Council
on At the press conference Phil Mangano
Homelessness came to town recently touted an increase in funding for
on what some may call his one man homelessness at the Federal level
dog-and-pony show, while others and a corresponding decrease in
deem him one of the top 100 most homelessness nationwide. He has
influential people in the U.S (Time received criticism for not eagerly disMagazine, 2007). He was touring the tinguishing that the decrease in
region and came to commend numbers are only for the chronic
Sacramento on two innovations: A homeless population. He did say that
score card for reporting progress on the number of homeless families has
Sacramento’s 10 Year Plan to End risen lately. He said that previously

Staff Report

From left to right: Ed Cabrera, Regional Director of US Interagency Council on Homelessness ;Tim
Brown, Director of Sacramento’s Ending Chronic Homelessness Initiative, and former director Diane
Luther; Philip Mangano, Director of US Interagency Council on Homelessness; Sacramento Mayor
Heather Fargo; Cortez Quinn, Sacramento County Supervisor Dickenson’s Chief of Staff.

there was no methodology for ending
homelessness.
With the chronic
homeless focus, he said the most vulnerable people and the most expensive to serve are finally getting help.
He believes that when communities
finally win and have housed all their
chronic homeless neighbors, then the
communities will feel empowered
enough to then tackle ending all
homelessness.
Phil recommends that all communities should perform a cost benefit
study because nothing is driving political will more. There have been 65
studies around the nation. They are
finding that it will cost a community
anywhere from $35,000 to $150,000
per person per year to leave that
person homeless. This is due to more
trips to hospital emergency rooms,
increased mental health services,
dealings with police, etc. At the same
time it will cost a community anywhere from $13,000 to $25,000 to
provide
permanent
supportive

housing to that same person.
After the speeches, when asked his
thoughts about the criminalization of
homelessness, he said; “Ten year
plans are the best antidote I know to
the criminalization of homelessness.
Why? The whole community comes
together. They move beyond criminalization, which doesn’t work, to
what does work – Housing our homeless neighbors, not on the street. It
re-sensitizes the community to the
fact that homeless people are our
neighbors and what we should want
for our neighbors is what we want for
ourselves – which is a place to live
and opportunity.”
Other speakers at the press conference were Bruce Wagstaff , Director
of Sacramento County Department of
Human Assistance; Sacramento
Mayor Heather Fargo; and Cortez
Quinn, Supervisor Roger Dickinson’s
Chief of Staff.
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Riding a Beam of Light: A Diary of the Journey
by the homeless science writer,
Chongo
In thi s edition’s science article, we will
consider an asp ect of relativity that we
h ave yet to explore. We will, as Einstein
h imself did, imagine riding on a beam of
light.
E ver wonde r just what it would be like
to ride on a beam of light? Put another
way, have yo u ever wondered what it
would be like to travel at the speed of
l ight? We can demonstrate by means of
a n experiment, using a clock se t into
motion, and watching it tic as it moves.
B y moving it fast enough, we will be able
to watch it as we might watch light itself,
move across spa ce. By seeing what
h appens to th e clock, we se e exactly
what would happen to us, were we to
make such a jou rney ourselves.
L et us begin by i magining our selves on
a space station with a rocket- powered
clock, a very large clo ck that can be read
from ver y, very far away, by using an
e xtremely powerful telescope on the
station. The clock is equipped with a
second hand we are able to see through
o ur telescope , at any distance, a llowing
u s to watch time pass, as the clock
moves. We send the cl ock far o ut into
space, the precise distance of exactly ten
l ight minutes fr om the station. We
p rogram its rockets to turn it around, aim
i t righ t for the station, accelerate it to
n early the speed of light very quickly,
a llow it to coast at that speed fo r a while,
then decelerate it ju st as quickly, finally
b ringing it to a halt at th e very moment
b efore it would cra sh into our station (thus
p reserving the experime nt by not annihil ating cl ock, station, and obser vers).
L ooking through o ur telescope, we watch
the clock turn around , once it is ten light
minutes ou t. It starts head ing straight for
u s. We wa tch it as it approaches. What,
precisely, do we see?
First, for nearly thirty seconds, we see
the second hand on the clock gr adually
move mo re and more slowly, almost stopp ing comple tely for what is only a second
to us. In that second, the clock grows
very, very fast. The n, for nearly thirty
more seconds, we see the second hand
o n the clo ck move g radually faster. The
clock comes to a halt right in front of us,
the second hand moving at the proper
speed. A minute and a second have
e lapsed. The clock sitting i n front of us
though, shows that less th an a minute
h as passed for i t, even th ough slightly
more than a full minute has passed on
o ur clock at the station since the very
first moment we began seeing the clock
approach.
The clock has tra veled ten light minutes.
We, however, watched it trave l for only
a minute, plus one second. Its clock
shows that less time has passed for it,
than for us. Considering its distance from
the station (ten light minu tes), the clock
should have spent more than ten minutes
traveling, since , tra veling slower than the
speed of light, it had to take, from our
p erspective, mini mally, ten minutes to
a rrive, plus an additional minute for accele rating and decelerating - assigning thirty
seconds to each. This is approximately

an e leven-minute journey. Why did we
see it for only a minute and one second,
when it h ad to take, a pproximate ly
(according to our me asures), e leven
minutes to arri ve at the statio n? Why
doe sn’t its clock reflect the approximate
ele ven minutes of its journey?
Relativity, of course, explains why. While
traveling at ‘nearly’ the speed of light,
time ‘near ly’ stands still, so appropriately,
its se cond hand barely moved. For the
single secon d that th e second hand
nea rly stopp ed and the clock grew in size,
it was traveling at nearly the speed of
lig ht. Rel ativity tells us that, in our frame
of refe rence, time nearly stood still for
the clock whi le it was moving at that
speed. And inde ed, we watch ed the
second hand nearly stand sti ll, while the
size of the clock grew ENORMOUSLY,
as th e second elapsed, indicating how
much clo ser i t came and so just how far
it had traveled in that second. Before that,
we saw it acce lerate to near-light speed
as we watched the second hand graduall y slow down. After, we watched it
decelerate, as the second hand graduall y sped up again. We watched it cross
the majority of the ten light minute s of
space in what appe ars to us (according
to what we saw through our telesco pe our measures), to be the single second
that the hand on the clock nearly stopped
moving altogether, and the clock grew so
much in size. Staying close behind the
app roaching edge of its own light, we
see th e n early ten minutes that it spent
traveling a t near-light speed, over the
course of just a sing le second. What we
do not see is a clock nea rly frozen in
time for ten minu tes. Ten minutes of its
jou rney look like only a secon d to us,
because at the moment we watched the
clock tu rn ar ound, it h ad al ready comple ted most of its journey, even though
we did not see it until later.
When we saw the second hand start to
slow down, the clo ck had already travele d nearly ten min utes alo ng its path.
The stream of ligh t we sa w during the
course of the minute and the second that
we watched th e clock travel was a r ecord
of this journey. It is what happened
according to the clock’s measures for
time and space . Rel ativity tells us that
what happened according to its measures
for time and spa ce is not what happened
according to our measures for them.
According to our measures, a jo urney
was made across a vast distance of
space and time, according to our stipulated mea sures. According to us, mil lions
of mi les of space we re crossed, and many
(el even) minute s were spent doing so.
But, according to its measures, a much
shorter distance wa s crosse d, and most
importantly, fewer minu tes and so less
time passed d uring its journey.
Now, let us imagi ne that, instead of
spending the two, thi rty-second pe riods
of time requir ed to accel erate and d ecelera te the clock, we acce lerate it to n early
the spee d of light insta ntaneously - and
likewise decelerate it instantaneously.
This would reduce both thirty-second
per iods to zero seconds, as instantaneo us anything mea ns that no time whatsoever is sp ent. Were we to completely
eli minate this minute sp ent for acceler-

ating and decelerating, wh at would we
see th en? We can imagi ne what we would
see, were no time spent for accelerating
or decelerating, by ed iting our record of
that minute and one second of light we
observed, while watching the clock’s near
light-speed jou rney throu gh the telescope . We do so by deleting the first
thirty seconds of its acceleration, as well
as the last th irty seconds of its deceleration, since we are imagining that neither
requi res any time. This would l eave o nly
the second in b etween, when the second
hand on the clock seemed to stop , and
the clock grew so much. In other words,
we would ge t exactly a second’s wo rth
of light, and no more.
We would see the tiny image of the clock
(star ting from its turnaround point) g row
enormously in the passing of a seco nd,
appea ring before us once the second
passe d. We know that, had it g one at
the exact speed of light, n ot just nea rly
that speed, then instead of a second
passi ng, no time at all would h ave
passe d; zero time, to be preci se. There
would not even have been time for the
rocke ting clock to brake, to decelerate.
Looking through our telescope we would
have se en nothing revealing a jour ney
“before,” it would have appeared before
us, from on e moment to the next. Its
journ ey would be completely unknown to
us, until the very momen t it arrived.
Relativity tells us that this is what would
happe n to the clock, maki ng the entire
journ ey at ligh t spe ed.
Accor ding to relativity, time stands sti ll at
the speed of light. Moving at that spe ed,
the seco nd hand on the clock would not
have advanced, in the least. This me ans
that the time spent for its journey would
be redu ced to zero, which is to say,
reduced to an infinitely small moment.
The clock would be a moment of light,
or, a “particle” of ligh t, which, by any other
name, is a ‘photon.’ Since , fo r the sake
of our explanation, the clock and a pho ton
are one and the same, we can say that
the clock is accu rate fo r determining how
much time elapses on a photon. No time
passe s on the clock, traveling at uniform
light spee d, wh ich means that no time
passe s during a photon’s jou rney, either.
Not only that, with respect to its measure
of spatial distance.
A p hoton is at one place and one pl ace
only, since it is ‘there’ for only a single
momen t. There is never any ‘time’ for it
to move (or brake), since a zero-dimensional moment provides no ne. (This is
consi stent with relati vity, as the enormous
dista nce of its journey, is ‘contracted’ infinitely, reducing thi s distance to zer o.)
Accor ding to the clo ck’s measures tr aveling at the speed of light, and so, for
any photon to o, the moment it is at what
is, according to our measures (of sp ace
ad time), one end of its journey, is, for
it, the sa me moment that it is at, what
is, again according to our mea sures, the
other end. Put another way, in the universe of p hotons (the extent of its measures) there is no ‘th en’ or ‘th ere’, o nly
‘here’ and ‘now’, with no “elsewhere” or
any “other” moment except the present
one.
Accor ding to our

measures, each end

of its journ ey is two di ffe rent pl aces, at
two different moments in time, while
accordin g to its measu res, it is not at
two different places, but at a single one,
making both e nds of its jo urney a nd every
point in between (which is, in classic
terms, a line) the very same place and
the very same moment. For it, that single
place and single moment is the entire
extent o f its existence. Dista nce, either
spatial or temporal, does not exist for the
photon. For it, ‘there’ does not exist, any
more than ‘before’ or ‘after’ do. Its frame
encompa sses only ‘here’ an d ‘now’, and
does not extend beyond. It is this little
insight th at reveals what space really is,
a collection of lines, stacke d upo n each
other to form our constantly changing
three-dimensional space, in the same
way that a collection of lines on a surface
could define that surface. Adding time, a
‘stack’ of surfaces results. That is what
the vi sible uni verse co nsists of, a collection o f lines ordered according to
time’s passag e, which agai n, according
to relativity, depends wholly upon o ne’s
motion. This tells us what th e visible universe and all the space tha t we see
around us really is and most importantly,
that what we see is h appening right now,
not billions of years “ago.”
Because an understanding of the principles o f relativity is so uncommon, especially among ma ny who teach us, indeed
among many who teach us scie nce, we
think that beca use light “takes time” to
travel, what we see is not happening
when we see it. If we recognize how the
photon “particle” is actua lly instead a line
forming part of the space that surrounds
us with each passing mo ment, which is
exactly what Einstein did. He recognized
that that this common, conven tional, and
widespre ad notion of ‘now’ being when
things actu ally happen in - and this is
accordin g to Einstein - never anything
more than a me re “stipula tion” (the ter m
he used in The Theory of Relativity by
Albert Einstein , Appendix V) “that we
place upon ... physical existence ,” unless
we mean the one ‘mad e’ of all the light
that we perceive around and in us. This
‘now’ is a s real and p hysically existent
as much as everything that it reveals is.
This is our “true” ‘now’ present moment,
as far as can be see n. Looking far enough
we can see the very shape of space and
time itself within our universe - that is,
within the visible one.
© 20 07, C. Tucker (Chongo). All rights
reserved.
(From Relativity in Half an Hour, by
Chongo in collaboration with Jose. To see
all the books that Chongo has written on
nature (physical theory), go to CHONG ONATION.COM, which is a web site ded icated to educating tho se who have least
opportunity for learning the scientific
foundations that d escribe na ture (accu rately) . Chongona tion provides books
that allow such opportunity, in lay terms,
without any math. Simply go to the
www.chon gonation.com home page and
click on either ‘Nature’ or ‘Products &
Prices’ to see just h ow ma ny books are
available.)
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Dos Rios
(For Michael Tinius)
Dos Rios
the rivers
like wild seams through the city
where our desires are made known
or rather necessities
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Obituary
Sam Lee Ferrara
d. 4/16/08 Aged 48
Died in House Fire

Barbara Moore
d. 4/28/08 Aged 53
of accidental O.D.

a tribe
in the city’s midst robed
in cheap fabric, mermen, mermaids, poor for sure
as if any human could be
“homeless”
a word ancient spoken
before “Man” itself: “home”
we anchor each body builds around itself
and so by the rivers
on the city dump at 20th and C streets
small cooking fires the luxury of smoke
drinking beer and tea, trading monikers
“Gremlin,” say, or “Monkey,”
the summer, severe as bitter winter
tents brittle: ultraviolet
and “Gremlin” killed on the levee
because someone came out there from the city, a nobody
to knife someone like him and he tried to stop it
the poppies flaring in the grass
the willows leafing out it was May
on the graveled levee near the railroad bridge
the trestle you can brave and balance walk
waste and trash and neatly stacked canned food
rousted out, dumpster, snapshot
the baby on the lawn, a door partly seen
“black and whites” the police cruisers
“Cat Man” keeps a cat
who hunts wild birds by the riverside
eases feral by the riverside
“Cat Man” calls his name and home

by Cat Williams

Eugenio Arrieta

Willis Smith

d. 5/30/08 Aged 64
of cancer

d. 5/31/08 Aged 70
of accidental O.D.

Richard “Big Lip”
Joe Glick

Lorri Rice Sylvester
d. 6/25/08 Aged 50
of accidental O.D.

d. 6/24/08 Aged 31
of accidental O.D.

Robert Carland
Alfreda Green
d. 7/18/08 Aged 49
of Natural Causes
Loaves & Fishes Staff

Dale Wiseman
d. 9/2/08 Aged 62
of Cancer

Douglas Greg
“Cat Man” Carr
d. 9/23/08 Aged 52
Cause Pending
In the ‘80’s Greg went to Capital
Christian College for 2 years
and served as a youth minister for a church in Elk Grove.
By the 90’s he lived on the
streets, and when his dog died
about 3 years ago, he spent all
his time on 16th Street. He died
outside.

John Adams
d. 10/12/08 Aged 39
of Natural Causes

d. 8/11/08 Aged 58
of Natural Causes

John “Jimmy
McCoy” Chelf
d. 9/23/08 Aged 57
of Natural Causes

Terry Travis
d. 9/29/08 Aged 53
of sever infection in
hospice
A Homeward Distributor

Bill “Dawg” Kelly
d. 10/3/08 Aged 60
Died outside, cause pending

Stanley Wilson
d. 10/19/08 Aged 50
Cause Pending

James Michael Leonard
d. 10/26/08 Aged 51
Cause Pending
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I want to see
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a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento.
Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription.

Please mail my copies to:
Na me : _ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ __ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ _

O f f i ce
Use
only

received

St ree t & A pt: __ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ __ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ __
Cit y: __ __ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ _

mail list

Sta te:__ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ _ Zip : ___ ___ ___ ___
Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
and mail to: PO Box 952 • Sacramento, CA 95812
clip & mail coupon

HOMELESS RESOURCES
Night Shelters
Salvation Army: 12th and North B St.
30 days per year: Dormitory living, C&S:
Dinner, breakfast clothing for residents:
Men/Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays
at 1PM. 442-0331
St. John’s Shelter:
Women and
Children. 4410 Power Inn Rd. Call
between 10am & 3pm for space availability. 453-1482
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St. Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at
mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority. 7:30pm Chapel Service with meal
afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents.
Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm.
open to all homeless men: 447-3268
SAEHC,
Sacramen to
Area
Emergen cy Ho usin g Ce nter: 4516
Parker Ave. 24 hrs:
Family Shelter:
Families, single adults with children who
have no other resource: Women’s Refuge,
single women, no children: Call for screening/space availability 455-2160

Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C:
Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone:
Many services

Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St.: 7 days, Evening meal, Men/Women:
Church service 7:00pm required, dinner
following 8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am
service, lunch at noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.:
Lunch every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets
available 7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship
Park weekdays: at 8 am on Saturday and
10am on Sundays .
Women’s Civic Improvement Center:
Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30
lunch M-F 452-2866
Help ing Ha nds: 3526 5th Ave.
Sundays, 8-11 breakfast, sack lunch,
clothing
Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in
Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every
Sunday 1:30 pm. and at James McClatchy
Park on Wed. 4 pm. All Welcome.

Women & Children
Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32:
Breakfast for Women and children 8am9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for
women and families.

Free Clothing
Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave.
(at Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.
456-1980
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St. Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm:
Women and Children: Wed. only. Call for
appointment to go in at 11am, 1 or 1:30pm,
or attend Bible study at 9:15am and get
clothing at 10am 447-3268

Medical
Mercy Clinic: Adults, children: Nurse’s
office in Friendship park 7:30am &
12:30pm. 446-3345
Capital Health Clinic: 1500 C St. (near
15th) Adults 8-5 M-F: 874-5302.
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 1500 C St.
(near 15th) Adults- Emergency Dental Call
for Appt. M-F 7:40am-5pm. Walk-ins
screened for eligibility. 552-8300

Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless
Mental H ealth Clinic, M,W,T h,Fri., 811:30am Tues 8-11:30am only. Mental
Health evaluation, medication if needed.
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA refs,
SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
443-6972
TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.’A’ St.
Blding. A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals
to transitional living programs, independant living, mental health support services;
SSI/SSDI
applicat ion
assista nce;
Walk-ins 8-11am M-F 440-1500
Consumer Self-Help (South): 3031
Franklin Blvd. or 4972 Date Ave. A daytime
mental health self-help program with
activities and groups for mental health consumers. Referrals to mental health and
other services available. 737-7100
Genesis: Professional Counseling for
lif e prob lems. R eferrels.
Next to
Friendship Park gate. 699-1536

Youth Services
Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old.
Line call 1-800-339-7177

see Wind in Youth Services for
young adults

AIDS / HIV
AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent housing services to homeless
persons living with aids. 979-0897 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research,
Education and Service): 1500 21st ST.
Serves people with HIV and AIDS. Medical
care, mental health, case mgmt, health ed
and regional prevention /ed cla sses.
443-3299
Breaki ng
Barriers:
Homeless
Outreach Program provides direct services
to people living with AIDS and HIV.
Transportation to social services, medical
appointments, job interviews, and housing
assistance. 447-2437
Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous
testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt .
874-7720.

Legal Aid
Protection & Advocacy Inc: Free legal
services for people with disabilities. Call
for appt. toll free: T TY:(800)776-5746
L egal
Services
of
Northern
California, Inc: 515 12th St. (at E ST.)
M-F 8:30am-12pm, 1pm-5pm. Problems
with public benefits, landlord / tenant,
divorce clinic. Call for appt. 551-2150
Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd.
(2nd floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food
Stamps, Workfare and Medical rep at hearings. 736-0616

Miscellaneous
Francis House: 1422 C st. 9:30-11:30
am M-W & 1-3 pm M-F: walk-in or referral providing resource counseling, advocacy, vouchers for IDs, Dvr Licenses, Birth
Certificates, gas for any who qualify, plus
motel vouchers for qualified families .
443-2646

Hot

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne
Ave. Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast
and Lunch ; Clothing; Laun dry and
Showers; C ase Management. Drop-in
Hours: M – F from 8:00am to 4:30pm and
Sat 10am to 2pm. 443-8333

Crisis Intervention
Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full
breakfast: M-W-F continental breakfast
for women and children. 454-9688

Sacramento Mental Health Center
(County): 2150 Stockton Blvd (at T St.)
24hr. Will evaluate anyone for voluntarty
or involuntary psychiatric care due to
danger to self or others. In-patient care
facility, drop-in. 732-3637

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault and their
children. R eferrals to court mandated
battery intervention pro grams,
Safe
house, 24 hr. crisis line: 920-2952

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F
7:30am-5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072
Emp loym ent
Develo pm ent
Department (EDD): 2901 50th St. (at
Broadway) M-F 8am-5pm. Unemployment,
job services. 227-0300
Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-7471222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725
28th St. 916-874-2256
Social Security Office: 8351 Folsom
Blvd (College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F
9am-4:30pm 381-9410: Natl line 1-800772-1213

About
S HA

Welcome to
HOMEWARD:

The
Sacramento Hous ing
Alliance is a network of
concerned ci tizens which promotes decent affordable housing
for low income households and
homeless people through advocacy and participation in public
discourse.

Please help us make a difference!

The SHA doe s not
itself prov id e or
manage housi ng .
You may cal l fo r in fo:

(916 ) 45 5-490 0
Annual Membershi p dues:
Sta nd ar d, $3 5;
L o w - i n c ome, $ 15
Org a ni z a t i o n s :
Fu ll , 0 .1% ag en cy b ud ge t;
As s o ci ate , $ 10 0

Send don a tions to:
Sacramento Housing Alliance
1800 21st St. Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95814

CLASSIFIED
Mail or bring your ad to the
Homeward office. Try to keep
it under 25 words.

Jobs Wanted
Give hope and happine ss.
Give a job, suc h a s m oving or
ya rd wo rk, to a hom ele ss
w o r k e r.
Call
Loav es & Fis hes
j ob ph on e at
8 3 2 - 5 5 1 0;
Or ma il to
L oa ves & Fi she s,
Job s fo r Ho mel ess,
PO B ox 2 16 1,
Sa c, CA 9 5 8 1 2

S oci al Securi ty
Disabil ity / SSI Lawy er
Fre e Co nsu lta tio n
( 91 6) 65 8- 18 80
Infoline:
Tele-info & referral service:
498-1000
Califorina Youth Crisis
Line:

1-800-843-5200
Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100
VA Outreach:
1-800-827-1000
Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547

Homeward Street
Journal has b een
publishing
since
1997 as a non-profit
project
of
t he
Sacramento Homeless
Organizing C ommitte e,
which is a member of the Sacramento
Housing Alliance. The paper's mission
is to alleviate miscommunication between
communities by educating the public
about housing and poverty issues, and
by giving homeless people a voice in the
public forum. Homeward also infor ms
homeless persons of shelter and occupational assistance, and acts as a creative self-help opportunity for those individuals who wish to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward
are those of the authors, and not necessarily the Sacramento Housing Alliance
or SHOC or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy
We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other
writing can be submitted at our office in
Friendship Park, or mailed to the address
below.
All writing submitted for publication
will be edited as necessary, with due
respect for the authors’ intent. The
editors will attempt to consult with an
author if changes are necessary,
however, the paper will go to print with
the story as edited if the author is unavailable.
All Letters to the Editor must be signed
to be published. If the writer wishes to
remain anonymous s/he should so state,
but the letter must still be signed .
Poetry and graphics will not be edited,
either the paper will publish the submission or not.
In submitting articles to the paper,
authors give their permission to print
their submissions in accordance with the
above stipulations, as well as possible
reprinting in NASNA member papers, with
due byline. Any requests for stories
outside the above three will be referred
to the author.
Subscriptions are available with a
$15 contribution. Make checks out to
SH OC
(Sacrame nto
H omeless
Organizing Committee).

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliat ed with t he Hom eward
Street Journal in any way.
Participants with the paper
are not allowed to solicit for
donations, nor make any reference regarding the relationship be tween Loa ves &
Fishes and this newspaper
whatsoever.
All correspondence can be sent to
Homeward Street Journal, PO Box 952,
Sacramento, CA 95812

The paper may be
reached at:
(916) 442-2156
The paper may also be
E-mailed at
Homeward2@yahoo.com

