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March for Safe Ground
The Safe Ground Homeless March and
Rally became the first and opening
action of the Safe Ground Campaign.
On December 23, 2009 at 1 PM, the
march wound its way from Loaves &
Fishes through Sacramento’s Central
City passed City Hall, ending at Cesar
Chavez Park. After marching around
the park, anywhere from 200 to 300

people that are homeless and their supporters ended the march with a rally at
the park.
Homeless people with the Sacramento
Homeless Organizing Committee’s
Homeless Leadership Project organized
this march to education the community
and elected officials that homeless
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people have no where else to go but to
sleep outside and that they need places
to stay that are legal and safe - they
need some safe ground.
At the rally John Kraintz, a homeless
organizer, spoke of his friends that have
died and how a safe, legal place for
them to stay may have prevented their
deaths.
Hoppy Bojangles, an organizer, spoke
of the need for portable toilets and
garbage service as a bare minimum
need of the homeless community, a need
very few of them have access to.
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Mark Merin, lead attorney for the current
homeless civil rights lawsuit in
Sacramento, spoke of how homeless
people are constantly made to move and
are unable to rely on their survival gear
because it is so often thrown away by
law enforcement sweeps.
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by Tim Covi
Denver Voice, USA
DENVER, CO: For many
prisoners, release means
becoming homeless - a
second sentence to the
streets. But Colorado (USA)
is preparing to address the
issue of prisoner reentry. Will
these efforts also curb homelessness?
Anthony Chavez walked out
of the Denver County Jail in
April 2008 after an 8-month
stint for a charge of misrepresenting his identity. Like
most people in his situation,
standing outside the jail
alone, his life had changed
dramatically over that winter.
His only possessions were
the clothes on his back and

a wallet with no cash. What
he was missing was a home,
a job, food and any idea of
what to do next.
He crossed East Smith Road
outside the jail to a derelict
dirt parking lot. Coils of razorwire on one side of the road,
and a train-less industrial rail
line behind him, the setting is
a fitting tribute to a mixed
American legacy of mass
incarceration on the one
hand, and economic and
industrial strength on the
other. These options surrounded Anthony as he
waited for the 44 to swing by
and carry him into Denver.
He knew already that he
didn’t want to end up back in
jail, but being homeless and
jobless now, he wasn’t sure
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where to start, how to get a
leg up. “I didn’t waste any
time at all. I had an idea of
what I wanted to do and
where I wanted to be, and it
wasn’t standing in a soup
kitchen line,” Chavez said. He
had the benefit of a college
education and some helpful
friends on the outside, but it
still took Anthony more than
a month to land on his feet.
He recalls having to haggle
with the bus driver to let him
on the 44 outside the jail
without money so he wouldn’t have to walk the seven
miles back into the city. Once
in Denver, he spent the first
two nights sipping coffee at
an all night diner with five
dollars he bummed from a
friend he ran into on Colfax.
He hustled to get into shelter,

transitional housing and
finally his own place, but even
with his resources it wasn’t
easy. He spent the first 6
weeks out of jail homeless.
His experience is not that different from many others
getting out of jail or prison,
with the exception that it can
take even longer than six
weeks to get a permanent job
and housing. “I had more of
a head start than anyone else
did, “ Chavez said, alluding
to a personal friendship with
Darius Smith, director of the
Denver Anti-Discrimination
Office who pointed Chavez in
the right direction to get back
on his feet.
Regardless of his “head start”

continued Page 3

page 2 Homeward

13.1

In Need of a New Deal
by Joanne Zuhl
Street Roots, USA
As the financial crisis ripples through the
non-profit world, affordable housing corporations are questioning not just if, but
when, the sky will fall.
In 1986, while the Reagan administration
was busy slashing and burning its federal
housing resources, Congress created the
affordable-housing tax credit program. The
program shifted funding for the nation’s
housing needs to the balance sheets of
bankers and co rporations who offset
profits with tax credits. In the process, it
turned the Internal Revenue Service - not
the Department of Housing of Urban
Development, or the homeless assistance
programs under the McKinney-Vento Act
- into the single largest affordable-housing
generator in the federal government.
For many in the business, it worked well;
banks and corporations invested in affordable housing by buying the credits, which,
for the investors, cut their tax obligation.
But it only worked as long as the investors
had profits that needed offsetting, which
they did in spades during the ‘80s, ‘90s right up until 2008.

Dee Walsh, executive director of the community development corporation REACH,
says her organization is in a good position, with financing in place for current
projects, but for the industry at large, she
describes the situation as “awful.”
“There are people out there with projects
ready to go that just lost their investors
recently. Or who were counting on getting
tax-exempt bonds for their deal, and now
they can’t,” Walsh says. “So they have to
put things on hold, and if their carrying
costs are a lot while they’re waiting on
that money coming together, it could cause
them real problems.”
“It has changed so much so quickly that
nobody really knows what’s going to
happen,” said Megan McLennan, executive director of Milwaukie-based Northwest
Housing Alternatives, a CDC with 2,100
units across 14 counties.
“On the street, it’s going to get harder to
get into a unit. The criteria for renting is
likely to get more stringent, the vacancy
rates are going to be low, the waiting lists
are going to get long, and that’s going to
get worse and worse the lower down the
line of the income stream.”

What a difference a financial meltdown
makes.
The profits are gone. The tax credit market
is in the toilet. And as the.pink slips and
foreclosures pile up, the number of people
who need affordable housing is one of the
few ri si ng economic i ndicators you
can,bank on. Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac, once 40 percent to 50 percent of
the tax credit market, have all but dropped
out of the game.
This spring, when the tax credit market
was softening, affordable-housing developers tightened their belts around a drop
in credit revenues from 95 cents on the
dollar to 85 cents. The prognosis was
recently lowered to about 60 cents on the
dollar, with a one-in-three chance of even
getting an investor on qualifying projects,
says Robin Boyce, executive director of
the Housing Development Center, the
largest tax credit developer in Oregon.
“One of the challenges is, if we knew
which one of us was going to get funded,
the other people would do a whole lot of
layoffs right now, and we wouldn’t keep
working on those projects,” Boyce said.
“And the challenge is that you can be
$200,000 to $300,000 into a project before
you know whether you’re going to get an
investor.”
Those can be catastrophic figures for the
dozens of nonprofits across the state
trying not only to create but also preserve
the existing portfolio of affordable housing.
“It is catastrophic,” Boyce says. “We’re
Russian roulette players right now in the
Housing Development Center, because do we not try? Obviously, the need is
there. Obviously, some are going to be
successful.”

In the wake of the federal government’s
decision to get out of the public and affordable- housing busin ess, some private
developers, and more notably nonprofits
in the form of community development
corporations, or CDC’s, formed to fill the
void. They do so by scraping together not
only tax credits, but also housing subsidies such as Section 8 and Supplemental
Security Income, supportive service funds,
community development blo ck gr ants
through the city, and a myriad of gap
funding to cover the difference between
what rent a person is able to pay, and the
actual cost of maintaining the rental unit.
In fact, a single project could have 15, 20
or more funding sources to make it pencil
out. If you are an affordable-housing
developer, your job becomes tougher
every year, as subsidies - including Social
Security and Section 8, Medicaid and
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
- lag behind the rising costs of simply
maintaining an affordable-housing unit.
Central City Concern, for example, relies
on housing subsidies for almost all of its
1,600 units in the Portland area.
“It’s really hard to get a rent subsidy for
somebody who makes no money,” says
CCC’s Traci Manning. “A couple of our
buildings are really struggling,” Manning
said, declining to name which buildings.
“And I think it will keep getting worse.”
Developers also have to navigate policy
mandates that restrict funding according
to who will benefit from the money.
“In an ideal world, every unit of permanent supportive housing or affordable
housing would come with the absolute
appropriate level of support services with
it,” says Mary Li, manager of Human
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Services for Multnomah County. “In reality,
different funding sources require different
kinds of populations to be served or
impose different regulations on the target
population, and that’s probably the biggest
struggle.”
Now in the fourth year of its 10-year plan
to end homelessness, the city targets the
chronically homeless. In addition to federal
funding sources for the plan, it has the
flexibility of working from its own general
fund to pay for projects at will. The cashstrapped county relies on federal funding,
which prioritizes those cases that meet
Medicare and Medicaid criteria, such as
programs for mental health and the elderly.
And those benefits stay with the individual, not the building.
If you’re an affordable-housing developer
today, funding streams incentivize you to
create not just cheap housing, but permanent supportive housing, with services
for mental health, addiction treatment,
employment training and a gamut of other
needs. In order to access enough funding
to move forward, your project is now leveraged against a whole category of government agencies and nonprofit organizations that are under the same, if not
worse, financial screw. In Portland, service
contracts usually run year-to-year, or two
years at best, provided that the service
provider stays in business. But under city
funding requirements, you’re obligated to
keep units affordable for 60 years.
“You can’t do it without services and there
are only so many services available,” says
Manning. The city expects service components with the 10-year plan, but the
longevity of the services is in question,
Manning says. “Are they going to be there
next year?”
In 2004, the county suffered a major financial blow when the state did away with
General Assistance funding, which supported qualifying individuals in housing
while they waited for SSI,or SSDI benefits to clear the requisite years of red tape.
It was a critical gap subsidy for affordable
housing in Multnomah County.
“When the state cut General Assistance,
you saw a direct impact on the number
of people who were homeless and the
number of people who found themselves
without support services that they once
had access to,” Li says.
Boyce says she supports permanent supportive housing, but that it is doomed to
failure for the poorest renters if rent subsidies and service funding continue to fall
short.

can save all the other systems that are
failing, is really where it comes from a
policy perspective. It’s really easy, as
owners, to want to save the world, and
we’re all in this because we’re missiondriven. We can’t fix the fact that Social
Security hasn’t gone up, yet we’re faced
with the fact that we could displace people
if we raise rent. If we don’t raise rent, our
properties are going to fail, and then we
put more people at risk, so it’s really a
hard choice, but it’s an essential choice
that we keep doing, so that we balance
our fiscal mission.”
The irony in affordable housing is that it
often costs more than market rate housing
to maintain - not just because of the work
to procure funding options and secure services, but because the revenue over time
seldom keeps up with the operating costs,
even with rent increases. As a result,
affordable-housing projects ar e failing
across the state. The Oregon Housing and
Community Services analysis for 2007
showed that 78 projects - nearly 33
percent of all reporting projects - have a
negative cash flow. In the Portland Metro
Area, 25 percent of the 121 reporting projects are losing money, in some cases
drawing off the reserves from the nonprofit sponsors responsible for the projects. Nationally, Boyce says, nonprofit
housing managers are selling off properties to generate operating revenue.
More bad news: This year, Living Cities,
a philanthropic organization that supported affordable housing efforts across
Oregon, said it no longer will supply
$800,000 to sustain operating costs for
nonprofit developers.

There is no mandate, federal, state or otherwise, that says we will house our citizens - only an economic reality.
The Department of Housing and Urban
Development defines affordable housing
as tenants paying no more than 30 percent
of their income for housing expenses (rent
plus tenant-paid utilities). Families with
basic jobs just don’t cut it. Minimum wage,
even at Oregon’s elevated rate, comes
nowhere near matching the market rate
for apartments. The market rate for a
three-bedroom apartment in Portland is
$1,100 - nearly an entire month’s gross
for a full-time minimum-wage position.
“If we look at who lives in our affordable
housing, it’s our service industry,” Boyce
says. “It’s our hotels, our restaurants, our
retail. All of our landscapers, our nursery
workers, truck drivers, our delivery folks.”

“I just don’t think we have the resources
to do it well. I don’t think we’ve dedicated
the resources to do it well on the governmental level,” Boyce says. “I think to
pretend that we have puts the nonprofits
in this place where they’re housing people
without operating subsidies or the services
dollars they need to do it well.”

About half the peo ple the Housing
Development Center houses make 30
percent of median family income or below
- that’s less than $23,000 per year for a
family of four. Because of the lack of
funding for housing, many of them are
paying much more than a third of their
income for rent. Boyce says that only
about 17 percent to 20 percent of the units

“The question is how much that housing

see New Deal page 4
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it wasn’t easy. “When you get out and
you’ve got nothing but the clothes on
your back, you’ve gotta get around.
You’re gonna beat the pavement,”
Chavez said. “But you’ve been laying
on your back for whoever knows how
long. I mean, the only time you get
up is to go to the bathroom or go eat.
Most of the time you’re sitting down
or reading a book. So to get out and
start beating the pavement, I mean,
it’s hard,” he concluded.
Numbers illustrate how hard it is as
well - the failure rate on parole is
staggering.
The
Colorado
Department of Corrections (DOC)
says 49.2 percent of released prisoners will end up back in jail within
three years of release, and a Piton
Foundation study which analyzed
DOC data says that 72% of those
parolees returning to jail go back on
a technical violation (such as failing
to notify the parole officer about a
move or failing to show up for an
appointment).
The same Piton Foundation study
said that housing was one of the
biggest obstacles to successful
reentry. The study showed that 40
percent of prisoners reentering
society in Denver on parole and end
up homeless, a number that might
even be low according to Christie
Donner, executive director of the
Colorado Criminal Justice Reform
Coalition. “This statistic is limited
because it only takes into consideration people released from state
prison,” Donner says. “It does not
include people released from county
jails or federal prisons who are homeless upon release. It also doesn’t take
into consideration the number of
people that discharge their sentence
in state prison who are not subject
to parole. They were not included in
that research project. So, it’s important to be specific about what the
Piton stats are. It isn’t a profile of the
number of people who are homeless
after ‘incarceration’ in a broad sense.”
The overwhelming majority of
parolees coming from state prisons
and landing in Denver experience
reentry by being handed a hundred
bucks prior to being released. The
Denver County Jail used to give $40,
but now doesn’t give inmates money
at all when released, leaving people
with a long road to get back on their
feet.
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and they would give them a $50
voucher,” said Stephen Walkup, vice
president of programs and ministries
at the Denver Rescue Mission. “We
told the DOC that we would allow
[parolees] to have 3 meals a day [with
a voucher], that we would track them
to make sure that they were coming
and staying at our place each night
while they were looking for a job. But
the DOC expectations are that after
a week they need to be able to pay
for their own place, which is impossible.”
The strain of being paroled to the
streets has far reaching consequences for both parolees, and the
taxpayers that foot the bills of our
booming prison system. Almost half
of the people who reenter communities like Denver will eventually be sent
back to prison - multiple times - in
less than three years. The reasons
for this revolving door are varied, but
the two main reasons, a technical
parole violation or another criminal
offense, are often directly connected
to being paroled homeless.
Parolees are usually required to
obtain housing and employment, and
sometimes have to stick to curfews.
But if you come out of prison with
just a prison ID, this can already be
daunting. Employment, housing and
identification are intimately related.
One without the other is rare. Without
a valid state ID, it’s difficult to find
work - even at a day labor center.
Harsh laws intended to discourage
illegal immigration have tightened the
requirements for proof of identity for
everyone. The homeless, who often
times are without documentation, are
profoundly affected. The department
of motor vehicles does not accept
Prisoner ID cards, despite the fact
that those cards are linked with a
persons fingerprints, social security
number, and legal name. It’s also
challenging to get a job if you don’t
have an address and phone number,
and it’s difficult to keep a job if you
live ina homeless shelter or sleep on
the street.

Further,
the
Department
of
Corrections (DOC) has formalized a
relationship with homeless shelters in
Denver where they often send
released inmates who don’t have anywhere else to go.

Denver has been attempting to
address elements of this problem for
several years, according to Jamie Van
Leeuwen, project manager of
Denver’s Road Home. He says most
recently, several homeless provider
organizations along with the Colorado
Commission on Criminal and Juvenile
Justice have been trying to work collaboratively to integrate different initiatives. Van Leeuwen said the city
has been working closely with
Workforce Development to improve
job opportunities for those coming out
of prison.

“The department of corrections - I
think it was two years ago - they were
sending people to Crossroads shelter

“We’re really trying to identify employers who are willing to hire former
felons,” Van Leeuwen said. “We’re

trying to identify employment opportunities and training opportunities for
those individuals because we know
that if we can get [them] back into
the work place, then we can hopefully connect them with an income
that will help facilitate them moving
into housing.”
Despite work that’s happening in
Denver on a service provider level,
Stephen Walkup says the problem
also needs to be addressed more
directly within the justice system, that
the approach to parole needs to
change before things can really
improve.
“It’s like the bucket is filling too fast,”
Walkup says. “It takes time to get
somebody rehabbed and get them
into a job. They’re just being dumped
down [at the shelter] faster than we
can help them change their lives.”
Walkup said there are drug lords near
the Rescue Mission who prey on
people coming out of jail. With few
companies willing to hire felons, the
harder the sentence, the harder
finding a job will be. “If you come out
of jail and you have a felony and
you’ve gotta have a job in a week,
what are you gonna do? You’re gonna
deal drugs,” Walkup says. “You’re
gonna go find somebody who can
help you and you’re gonna find a guy
who says, ˜Hey, come work for me.’
And all of a sudden you’re right back
in the same boat as you were before
because nobody gave you the shot.
If DOC keeps dumping them down
there it’s gonna be harder and harder
to keep that place safe,” he concluded.
This cycle of parole violations, repeat
offenses and recidivism is draining
Colorado’s $702 million Department
of Corrections budget. Literally hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars
are wasted each year incarcerating
inmates who time and time again get
tossed behind bars after being
released. After decades of failing to
adequately address the issue, it looks
like Colorado may have finally positioned itself to tackle the problem
head on.
Prospecting for Change
When Ari Zavaras accepted the position of executive director of the
Department of Corrections from
Governor Bill Ritter in 2007, he made
a big promise. He said that he wants
to change the behavior of prisoners
through prisoner reentry programs.
But between 2001 and 2005 $11.4
million of funding was cut for inmate
programs, according to a Joint Budget
Committee report. Only a fraction of
the cuts have been replenished and
the state is facing yet another recession.

If Zavaras can’t see his plan to restore
the programs that were cut during the
budget crisis to fruition, the current
recidivism rate of 49.2 percent could
get even higher. “One of the things
that we’re attempting to do is to create
an environment within the system that
really tries to increase their chances
for success,” Zavaras said.
To that end, the legislature approved
a proposal from Governor Ritter last
year to create a special commission
that will make recommendations for
improvements in the criminal justice
system. Called the Colorado
Commission for Criminal and Juvenile
Justice, the body consists of a broad
array of specialists, from mental
health treatment providers to defense
attorneys, state senators and congressmen. They will release a first
series of suggested changes in the
parole and reentry system on
November 1st. Among the proposals
are ideas to expand housing assistance for parolees and to provide
alternatives to prison for parole violations.
“We are looking at a bunch of intermediate sanctions that we can potentially use short of prison, which are
more cost effective as well,” Zavaras
said. With regard to both technical
and criminal parole violations,
Zavaras said, “One of the things I’d
ultimately like to see is the ability to
not send them all the way back to
prison, but maybe put them in the
county jail or some sort of confinement for a couple of weekends as
punishment and to get them back in
a program. So, when somebody gets
close to messing up, we increase the
level of supervision.”
In terms of getting people off the
streets after reentry, Zavaras said that
they’re exploring some new options.
“We do have the ability to provide
some temporary housing,” he said
“We just don’t have the resources for
it to be long term.”
But some private, for profit companies might change that.
“We’re working with the private sector
[and] what we’re hoping to be able
to provide is some longer term
housing,” he said. “A lot of it would
be to bridge a gap until [parolees] got
to the point where they actually have
a job with income and could start to
pay rent.” Zavaras said the program
is at a very preliminary stage, and he
didn’t have the names of any companies working with the commission,
but he did say the corporations would
plan to profit from the venture.
Additional Reporting by Ashley Inman
Reprinted from Denver Voice
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New Deal
in Portland are structured to meet income
levels of 30 percent of median family income
or less.
“That means they pay more than half their
income on housing. Which is much better
than if they were on the market rate, but it’s
still putting a housing burden on them,” Boyce
said. “We simply don’t have the gap dollars
to do that many units.”
Today, in order to bring in more operating
revenue, affordable housing projects typically
provide a mix of rents to accommodate many
levels of incomes, from zero to the highest
levels allowed to qualify for funding. But
clearly, across Portland, the greatest need is
in the poorest income bracket - zero to 30
percent of median family income. It’s a tradeoff between public policy and what lenders
will bear: fewer housing units for the poorest
population in exchange for longer financial
stability to keep lenders happy and supportive.
Northwest Housing Al tern atives pro vide s
housing to more than 2,100 people in 14
counties. Their building at 333 Oak St. in
downtown Portland houses people who are
very low-income, elderly and disabled.
“One of the things I say about the folks that
live there is they are homeless except that I
haven’t e vi cted them,” McLenna n o f
Northwest Housing Alternatives says. “Their
life stories are not much different than many
of the life stories of people who are homeless. But they got the lucky lottery number
that meant they had this little one-bedroom
apartment in a downtown high rise that’s a
little dilapidated. Their life story is not that
much different but for this coincidence that
the day they needed housing, there was a
unit, or they could wait it out in the rain until
it came up.
“It almost becomes this kind of cycle. If I evict
somebody for behavior issues related to
mental illness, related to addiction, then they
go out and they become homeless. But then
they come right back into the population that
I’m targeting. So it becomes: Have you been
homeless three years? Five years? One
year? One month? Are you a week from being
evicted? The life story doesn’t change that
much, but we’ve now divided our attention
into those categories. With a shortage of
resources, you try to get very precise about
your efficiency, but I think we’re almost going
too far down that road.”
Workforce housi ng is the buzzword for
housing for people in the service sector and
low-wage blue collar positions. These positions often are full time, but wages fall well
below the income levels necessary to afford
market rate housing.
The Rose Quarter’s Ramada Inn is a workforce housing project by Central City Concern
unveiled in 2004. Four years later, the project
remains offline, experiencing several speed
bumps on its way toward reality. When completed, it will bring 176 new units, 80 at the
poorest income levels, all for low-wage
workers in the surrounding service district.

continued from page 2
“There was a time when it was fully funded,
but the tax credit market dropped,” says
Manning. CCC recently had to switch to
another commercial lender because no one
is lending, Manning says. CCC is now looking
at other funding options to bring the project
online by spring.
Mary Li with Multnomah County says she
doesn’t expect to see the full impact of the
economic downturn until the projects currently
in the pipeline begin to reach fruition, 12 to
18 months out. That’s when she foresees
even more pressure on service providers to
meet the requirements set by permanent supportive housing initiatives such as the 10year plan. The sky isn’t falling now, she says,
but it will soon - and it’s going to land hard.
“I think it’s going to get much, much worse,”
Li says. “I’m trying to be very careful not to
say it has never been as bad as this. For
poor people it has been as bad as this. Poor
people are suffering the same as they did
before. When this is really going to hit is in
the next two years, and I don’t think we have
the ability to comprehend it. I don’t think it’s
possible for us to know, based on what we
know now, how bad it’s going to be in two
years.”

The financial meltdown has placed the creation of needed affordable housing units in
jeopardy. The preservation of existing units
is equally in peril, but much easier to fix.
“It is much more efficient to preserve what
we’ve got,” Boyce says. She and many other
advocates across the state are pushing for
legislation to create a document recording
fee on real estate transactions. Estimates
from the statewide advocacy organization The
Housing Alliance indicate that raising document fees by $15 per document would generate $19.6 million in new funds for affordable housing in the 2009-11 biennium. A vote
on the proposal in the state Legislature fell
short of passage two years ago.
“Ou r sta tewid e resour ces ha ve sh runk
tremendously. Our federal resources have
shrunk in housing every year for decades.
And nonprofits can’t do it alone,” Boyce says.
“I believe it is a shared responsibility. I believe
there is a role for charitable foundations and
churches, and I believe there is a big role
for government. And there is this big consequence to not doing it. If people are not
housed, we know that children will lose a
tremendous amount of progress every time
they move. We know that people are using
emergency roo ms and other emerg ency
systems when they’re not housed. We know
that if you don’t have an address, you can’t
put a job application in. We know that people
who live in substandard housing with mold
are going to have huge asthma problems,
and we know that it takes housing in order
to build a life, and we haven’t said that’s the
government’s responsibility to the level we
need to in this state.”
Reprinted from Street Roots
© Street News Service:
www.street-papers.org

Time to View Affordable Housing
as an Economic Stimulus
Street News Service www.streetnewsservice.org
by Paul Boden
Street Roots, USA
Change is certainly in the air these
days. A president who understands
that the phrase “economic recovery”
is more then just a buzzword for tax
cuts and bail outs for corporations
and/or wealthy people is perhaps the
biggest, and some would argue the
most important change to impact local
communities strug gling to get by.
On Dec. 6, President-elect Obama
promised to create the largest public
works construction project “since the
creation of the federal highway system
in the 1950s.”
According to an article in the New York
Times by Peter Baker and John M.
Broder, some lawmakers estimate the
cost from $400 billion to $700 billion,
with others suggesting it could be
much more. When talking with the
National Governors Association, Mr.
Obama talked about funding work on
“schools, sewer systems, mass transit,
electrical grids, dams and other public
utilities as well as green jobs dedicated to creating alternative fuels,
windmills and solar panels; building
energy efficient appliances or installing
fuel-efficien t h eating o r coolin g
systems.”
All of this, as well as his advocacy to
ensure “every American” a college
education and wiring the entire country
for Internet access, will be a major
change from the conservative economic practices of the Bush administration and is truly incredibly good
news for the country as a whole.
The one troubling factor in all of this
is the context in which these proposals are being discussed. There seems
to be a total dearth of planning and
discussion as to how these programs
will impact poverty and homelessness.
In looking at the Obama-Biden Web
site (change.gov), I found 23 issue
areas, plus a link to “additional issues”
at the bottom of the homepage. I
looked at poverty, urban, rural, veteran
and additional issues; only the veteran
link has any specific mention of homelessness. None has any clear plan (or
even mention of utilizing the programs
of “economic recovery” to restore the
cuts in affordable housing funding
through the Department of Housing
and Ur ban Developmen t or th e
Depar tment o f Agr iculture (wh ich
manages rural housing programs), or
to include addressing homelessness
as part of the economic
revitali zation of local communities.
This is not written to be casting the
first stones. Quite the contrary, this is
written to raise the first voices.
It is way too early to be accusing the
Obama administration of ignoring the
needs of poor and homeless people,
and equally important, the contributions of poor and homeless people (be
they veterans or not). Yes, many of

us watched in despair as our issues
were ignored during the campaign
debates and in the party platforms.
The continuation of homelessness was
the No. 1 issue locally and yet all but
ignored nationally. This was as true in
2008 as it was in 2004, 2000, 1996 and on and on.
But this time we have elected somebody who understands what it means
to listen to what people have to say,
to respect true community organizations, in their organizing and their work,
and to allow for local voices to be at
the table when decisions are made
that impact their lives.
Affordable housing development must
and should be a part of any economic
recovery program. Affordable housing
significantly impacts local communities
and when properly funded and held
accountable becomes can be a vital
nexus in improving the lives of the
whole community. With the devastating local and state cuts we are all
seeing in our treatment, housing,
shelter and service programs, our call
to the federal government needs to be
focused, cross cultural, multi-community and immediate. Economic recovery plans are being made now, not in
January when Obama takes office but
now, when department positions are
being filled and priorities are being set.
Communities coming together to petition the federal government may yet
continue to be ignored. We may once
again find ourselves on the outside
looking in while “experts” decide what
we need. That could happen. What is
definite is that it will happen if we don’t
come together around shared goals
and concerns and address our issues
directly to “the feds.” No more leaving
our representation to our mayors, state
representatives
or even national advocates. Direct calls
from local communities to our federal
government are needed - calls that
demand a share of the estimated $700
billion in economic recovery funding to
come directly to local organizations to
hire local community members to
develop desperately needed housing,
community spaces and businesses
that use sustainable green technology
and have a ccoun tab le local h ire
requirements at all levels of development and implementation.
By bringing federal money directly into
local communities, ensuring it circulates throughout the local community
and is used to address the greatest
priorities of those communities is economic stimulus that benefits everyone
in the community.
Taken at their word, we now have an
administration that says it will listen.
It’s on all of us locally to work together
and make the call.
Reprinted from Street Roots
© Street News Service:
www.street-papers.org
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Safe Ground
continued from page 1
Bob Erlinbusch, President of the National
Coalition for the Homeless, talked about the
National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day.
There were also some speakers from the many
co-sponsors of the event, on how homeless
civil rights corresponds to their missions.
After the rally speeches, Reverend Linda Kelly
lead a ceremony remembering the homeless
people of Sacramento that have died this past
year. Several people read the names of 27
homeless people that have died in Sacramento
in 2008. This was part of the National
Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day actions that
were taking place all over the nation that same
week.
The rally ended with the whole group singing
fractured Christmas carols and an open-mic

session.
As the rally ended participants
weren’t through or tired, so they marched and
chanted around the park one more time before
dispersing out into the world at large.
The times are definitely changing and many
more of Sacramento’s residents and organizations are realizing the need for campgrounds
for homeless people, at least until there is

Join the Campaign
for Safe Ground by contacting
SHOC at (916) 442-2156 or
email at shoc_1@yahoo.com.
You can find more information
about the campaign and
homelessness in Sacramento
online at
http://shoc.wikispaces.com
enough housing and shelter for everyone. Just
recently the Sacramento Bee endorsed legal
camping for homeless people.
The many co-sponsors of
this event were SHOC’s
Homeless
Leadership
Project, Loaves & Fishes,
Francis House, National
Coalition for the Homeless,
CHAM of San Jose, Chicano
Consortium, Sacramento
Area
Peace
Action,
Sacramento
Housing
Alliance,
Relocalize
Sacramento!, and Food Not
Bombs. Other groups from
the community participated,
bringing their banners to the
march and rally.
Moore
Ministries provided food and
hygiene items. Food Not
Bombs served coffee and
tea.
Their enthusiastic
support and participation
shows that much more of our community are
starting to come together on this issue and
are offering their support.

Photo above courtesy of Michael/IndyBay

This event was the first and opening action
for the Safe Ground Campaign that will continue until Safe Ground is found for all people
that do not have housing. After everyone has
at least Safe Ground, the campaign will continue on for Safe
Housing.
Photo above courtesy of Michael/IndyBay

Photo above courtesy of Michael/IndyBay
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The Edge of Space
by the residentially challenged
science writer, Chongo
Have you ever wondered where the
edge of space lies? If, as science
says, the universe (the visible one)
is only so big, where then does its
edge lie? Furthermore, were we to
achieve the impossible and travel to
this edge to examine what is there,
what, exactly, would it be that we
would find? And, wouldn’t there necessarily have to be “something” lying
beyond this edge, if there exists such
a thing as an edge, because every
edge existing within our world has
something lying beyond it?
That’s not all. Because the Theory of
Relativity tells us flatly that time can
never be separated from space and
hence that no ‘where’ can ever be
separated from a corresponding
‘when’, then there is yet another
important idea that we must additionally consider, which is ‘when’, pre cisely, might we be at the ‘where’ of
this edge? A particular ‘when’ must
be chosen to associate with the
‘where’ that is the edge we seek to
identify.
Given the need for a when, let us
use a ‘when’ with which we all are
most familiar and the most existent
‘when’ moment that there is, namely,
the present moment to which we
assign the designation of ‘now’.
Appropriately, we can designate the
‘when’ of the edge as being this
present moment that we call ‘now’.

current article. The experiment it
described will be key for answering
the questions posed above, in the
initial paragraph. Understanding what
it means to travel at the speed of light
answers many questions about
nature. In this case, it answers our
questions regarding what lies at the
edge of space.
In the last article we discovered what
a ride at the speed of light would be
like, (ignoring its impossibility) instantaneous travel; we would experience
absolutely nothing as there would be
no time for experiencing anything at
all. We discovered that we would
simply be at the beginning of our
journey in the very same moment as
we would be at the end of it. We
would be at both ends in exactly the
same moment, ‘now’. And that is not
all. We would be at every point
between the beginning and end of
our journey also. Being at all these
places at once, we would be a streak,
not an ordinary solid body located at
a single place, but for a moment, a
streak, being at many places (an
infinitude of them) at once. This
momentary streak of our existence in
many places at once would correspond to a solitary moment, ‘now’, at
both ends. If this streak were light
instead of a solid body spread across
many places that we would be, traveling at light speed, then, because a
single “beam” (a photon) is so thin,
we would be an extremely fine ‘line’,
instead of a “thick” streak of matter.

Specifically, when we use the term
‘now’, we mean the universally
common moment that seems to be
shared by all in any direction, at any
distance. Thus, searching for the
edge of space, we will focus the scope
of our attention on what lies at the
edge of space, ‘now’, not before and
not after. (Nonetheless, we should
keep in mind that, by unambiguous
implication, even though this edge
corresponds to now, it should be no
different from what this edge ever
was, or ever will be, either billions of
years in the past or trillions of years
in the future. The edge of space would
always be the same edge as at any
point in time that we might choose.)

What we call “empty” space is made
of these fine lines of light. It is made
of these fine lines of light in the same
way that a sufficient number of
opaque lines, drawn on a completely
blank two-dimensional surface, can
create a new opaque two-dimensional
surface atop the original blank one.
In nature, a collection of momentary
lines of light create a single present
moment of our three-dimensional
space, in EXACTLY the same way.
These momentary three-dimensional
spaces, created from infinitely thin
lines of light (again, photons), stacked
upon one another with each passing
moment, create the four-dimensional
space-time of our universe — that is,
the visible one.

The last science article described one
of the things that Einstein dreamed
of doing, traveling at light speed while
riding a beam of light! There is a
reason why this very topic was
chosen to precede the subject of this

Because, as just explained, it is
exactly the same moment at each
end of these fine lines constituting
each moment of three-dimensional
space, their furthest extent should
lead us to the what we are seeking,

that is, the edge of space, again, now
(any momentary collection of these
lines being the actual, physically existent ‘now’ corresponding to any
moment of our three-dimensional
space*). Those that reach the farthest
should reach as far as the edge of
space, or at least bring us close to
it, again, now. There are a particular
group of lines that reach the farthest.
They are called collectively by the
name cosmic background radiation.
Like all radiation, this radiation is a
form of light. No light reaches farther
that the cosmic background radiation,
approximately fourteen billion light
years.
And what do we see (see by means
of detectors capable of seeing for us)
when we look as far as can be seen?
Answer: We see the bright flash of a
super hot region surrounding something called the Big Bang. This region
is opaque. That is, no light can penetrate this opaque region, and no light
emanates from it because there is
simply no light there. It is far, far too
hot for light, or that matter, too hot
for a number of other things too, like
atoms, for example. This opaque
region extends for approximately one
hundred thousand light years. Then,
we arrive at the Big Bang. Reaching
the Big Bang, we ALMOST reach a
stopping point, or a starting “point,” if
you wish, which is where the edge
that we have been seeking ALMOST
lies. The Big Bang is a microscopically sized tiny white-hole (the ONLY
white-hole in the universe) from which
everything in the universe, including
the very material that constitutes us
and our world, has its origins. From
this white hole, energy pours forth,
and along with that energy, space and
time pour forth too. The Big Bang is
a pit with an unreachable bottom,
filled with even more energy that the
visible universe has. But, it allows
one-way travel only. Energy gets out,
but once out, it can never escape
back inside the Big Bang, or for that
matter, escape to anywhere “else,”
either. Once in the visible universe,
one is destined, at least one’s matter
is destined, to remain there for all of
eternity.
In any direction, if you look far enough
(fourteen billion light years), and then
a little bit beyond that (one hundred
thousand more light years), lies the
Big Bang. It is as close as we can
get to an “edge” of space. Now, in
order to understand how exactly the
edge of our enormous visible universe

can have such a microscopically tiny
white hole while it is so enormous,
we need only consider that at the
North Pole traveling in opposite directions, one will eventually arrive at the
point of the South Pole, which is very
small indeed when compared to the
enormity of the earth. In other words,
the visible universe, meaning the
space of our universe itself, is “round”,
just like the earth is, but in one more
dimension. There is a difference
however between the South Pole and
the Big Bang edge of space. Unlike
the South Pole, the Big Bang is
moving away from us at nearly the
speed of light, because the visible
universe is always growing in size,
again, at nearly the speed of light at
its “edge”.
And what lies beyond the rapidly
receding Big Bang. We may never
know with certainty, but we can definitely know what MIGHT be there.
According to what is among the most
insightful models of nature yet conceived, quantum gravity, the ‘outside’
of a black hole may lie beyond the
‘inside’ of the Big Bang. In other
words, our universe may lie within a
black hole of another, grander universe, meaning that ultimately, space
may continue an infinite distance,
beyond the Big Bang of our sole universe.
* - The fact that three-dimensional
space is made of one-dimensional
lines becomes rather obvious when
you look around anywhere, in any
direction, no matter how far; it
becomes obvious by noting that ‘now’
is the very moment when any and all
light is ever seen. This is especially
apparent when one considers that
light can never be observed at any
other time other than now (keeping
in mind that ‘remembering’ seeing is
not seeing, it is just remembering.
(From ON THE FRINGES OF ETERNITY,
by Chongo in collaboration with Jose. To
see all the books that Chongo has written
on nature (physical theory), go to chongonation.com, which is a web site dedicated to educating those who have least
opportunity for learning the scientific foundations that describe nature (accurately).
Chongonation.com provides books that
allow such opportunity, in lay terms,
without any math. Simply go to the
www.chongonation.com home page and
click on either ‘Nature’ or ‘Products &
Prices’ to see just how many books are
available.)
© 2008 Chongo All rights reserved.
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Come Say Hello
before this one and I like what I do; I get
to meet lots of people. I am homeless
but not helpless, and I am doing this to
help meet my basic needs. Anyway, I
just wanted to say “Hi” to you all and tell
you about me.
Since I have been here I have had fun
doing what I do. Some people buy the
paper and some don’t, and that’s ok.
When someone buys the paper that gives
me a chance to talk to them and get to
know that person, and most of the time
they do take the time to talk, if they are
not in a hurry. There are a lot of us out
doing the same thing, trying to help ourDear Sacramento and happy ‘ 09 and
selves. When I first got here I had a slow
thank you for giving me a moment of your
start selling the paper but after a bit it
time. My Name is Charles Davis and I
got easy, then it got better for me. So
am from Charlotte, North Carolina and I
am a distributor for Homeward Street now I am having fun, so if you see me
or other distributors say hi and know
Journal. I Have sold for four other papers
that we are doing what we do to make

life a little easier for us and the rest of
the homeless here in Sacramento. As
for me, I have been homeless on and off
for a while, but I never give up. There
have been times when I felt bad and not
real good but that never stopped me from
doing what I need to do; even if I was
not feeling good I knew what had to be
done.
Well, I think that covers the basics so
thank you for your time and you will be
hearing from me again soon, so take care
and rember to do something good every
day and good things will come your way
every time. Once again happy ‘09 to all
of you and best wishes to you and your
family from me and all of us here at
Homeward Street Journal and God Bless.
Your Friend, Charles Davis.

Obituary
Glenn Comer
d. 10/3/2008 Age 56
Natural Causes at UCD
emergency care

Phillip Paddy
d. 10/22/08 Age 64
Found outside cause pending
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Yes!

I want to see

HOMEWARD ,

13.1

a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento.
Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription.

Please mail my copies to:

O f f i ce
Use
only

received

Name: __ ____ _____ ____ _____ ____ _____ ____ ____ _____ ____ _____ ____ ___
Street & Apt: _ ____ _____ ____ _____ ____ _____ ____ ____ _____ ____ _____ _
mail list

City : ____ ____ ____ _____ ____ _____ ____ _____ ____ _____ ____ ____ _____ __
State:___ _____ ____ _____ ____ ____ _____ ____ _____ ___ Z ip: __ _____ ____ _
Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
and mail to: PO Box 952 • Sacramento, CA 95812

HOMELESS RESOURCES
Free Clothing

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St.
30 days per year: Dormitory living, C&S:
Dinner, breakfast clothing for residents:
Men/Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays
at 1PM. 442-0331

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave.
(at Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.
456-1980

St. Jo hn’s Shelter:
Wo men and
Children. 4410 Power Inn Rd. Call
between 10am & 3pm for space availability. 453-1482

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St. Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm:
Women and Children: Wed. only. Call for
appointment to go in at 11am, 1 or 1:30pm,
or attend Bible study at 9:15am and get
clothing at 10am 447-3268

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St. Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at
mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority. 7:30pm Chapel Service with meal
afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents.
Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm.
open to all homeless men: 447-3268
SAEHC,
Sacramento
Area
Emergen cy Ho usin g Ce nter: 4516
Parker Ave. 24 hrs:
Family Shelter:
Families, single adults with children who
have no other resource: Women’s Refuge,
single women, no children: Call for screening/space availability 455-2160

Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C:
Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone:
Many services

Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon
St.: 7 days, Evening meal, Men/Women:
Church service 7:00pm required, dinner
following 8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am
service, lunch at noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.:
Lunch every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets
available 7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship
Park weekdays: at 8 am on Saturday and
10am on Sundays .
Women’s Civic Improvement Center:
Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30
lunch M-F 452-2866
Help ing Ha nds: 3526 5th Ave.
Sundays, 8-11 breakfast, sack lunch,
clothing
Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in
Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every
Sunday 1:30 pm. and at James McClatchy
Park on Wed. 4 pm. All Welcome.

Women & Children
Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32:
Breakfast for Women and children 8am9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for
women and families.
Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full
breakfast: M-W-F continental breakfast
for women and children. 454-9688
see Wind in Youth Services for
young adults

The
Sacramento Hous ing
Alliance is a network of
concerned ci tizens which promotes decent affordable housing
for low income households and
homeless people through advocacy and participation in public
discourse.

The SHA does not
itself prov ide or
manage housi ng .
You may cal l fo r in fo:

(916 ) 45 5-490 0

clip & mail coupon

Night Shelters

Abo ut S H A

Medical
Me rcy Clinic: Adults, children: Nurse’s
office in Friendship park 7:30am &
12:30pm. 446-3345
Capital Health Clinic: 1500 C St. (near
15th) Adults 8-5 M-F: 874-5302.
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 1500 C St.
(near 15th) Adults- Emergency Dental Call
for Appt. M-F 7:40am-5pm. Walk-ins
screened for eligibility. 552-8300

Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless
Mental H ealth Clinic, M,W,T h,Fri., 811:30am Tues 8-11:30am only. Mental
Health evaluation, medication if needed.
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA refs,
SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
443-6972
TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.’A’ St.
Blding. A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals
to transitional living programs, independant living, mental health support services;
SSI/SSDI
applicat ion
assista nce;
Walk-ins 8-11am M-F 440-1500
Consumer Self-Help (South): 3031
Franklin Blvd. or 4972 Date Ave. A daytime
mental health self-help program with
activities and groups for mental health consumers. Referrals to mental health and
other services available. 737-7100
Genesis: Professional Counseling for
lif e prob lems. R eferrels.
Next to
Friendship Park gate. 699-1536

Youth Services
Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old.
Line call 1-800-339-7177

Hot

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne
Ave. Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast
and Lunch ; Clothing; Laun dry and
Showers; C ase Management. Drop-in
Hours: M – F from 8:00am to 4:30pm and
Sat 10am to 2pm. 443-8333

Crisis Intervention
WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault and their
children. Referrals to court mandated
battery intervention programs, Safe house,
24 hr. crisis line: 920-2952
Sacra mento Mental Health Center
(County): 2150 Stockton Blvd (at T St.)
24hr. Will evaluate anyone for voluntarty

or involuntary psychiatric care due to
danger to self or others. In-patient care
facility, drop-in. 732-3637

AIDS / HIV
AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent housing services to homeless
persons living with aids. 979-0897 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research,
Education and Service): 1500 21st ST.
Serves people with HIV and AIDS. Medical
care, mental health, case mgmt, health ed
and regional prevention /ed cla sses.
443-3299

Annual Membershi p dues:
Sta nd ar d, $3 5;
L o w - i n c ome, $ 15
Org a n i z atio n s :
Ful l, 0 .1% a ge ncy b ud get ;
As s o ci ate , $ 10 0

Send don a tions to:

CLA S S I F I E D
Mail or bring your ad to the
Homeward office. Try to keep
it under 25 words.

Harm Reduction Services: 3640 40th
St.; High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing;
case management for HIV; free medical
clinic, needle exchange. 456-4849

Give hope and happine ss.
Give a job, suc h a s m oving or
ya rd wo rk, to a hom ele ss
w o r k e r.
Call
Loav es & Fis hes
j ob ph on e at
8 3 2 - 5 5 1 0;
Or ma il to
L oa ves & Fi she s,
Job s fo r Ho mel ess,
PO B ox 2 16 1,
Sa c, CA 9 5 8 1 2

Legal Aid
Protection & Advocacy Inc: Free
legal services for people with disabilities.
Call for appt. toll free: TTY: (800)776-5746
L egal
Services
of
Northern
California, Inc: 515 12th St. (at E ST.)
M-F 8:30am-12pm, 1pm-5pm. Problems
with public benefits, landlord / tenant,
divorce clinic. Call for appt. 551-2150
Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd.
(2nd floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food
Stamps, Workfare and Medical rep at
hearings. 736-0616

Miscellaneous
Francis House: 1422 C st. 9:30-11:30
am M-W & 1-3 pm M-F: walk-in or referral providing resource counseling, advocacy: Vouchers for IDs, Dvr Licenses, Birth
Certificates; gas for any who qualify; plus
motel vouchers for qualified families .
443-2646

Jobs Wanted

S oci al Securi ty
Disabil ity / SSI Lawy er
Fre e Co nsu lta tio n
( 91 6) 65 8- 18 80

Get Back: Transitional
Housing for men and women.
For details call Mr. Moo re
271-0354

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F
7:30am-5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

Infoline:
Tele-info & referral service:
498-1000

Employme nt
D evelop ment
Department (EDD): 2901 50th St. (at
Broadway) M-F 8am-5pm. Unemployment,
job services. 227-0300

Califorina Youth Crisis Line:
1-800-843-5200

Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-7471222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725
28th St. 916-874-2256
Social Security Office: 8581 Fo lsom
Blvd (College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F
9am-4:30pm 381-9410: Natl line 1-800772-1213

Please help us make a difference!
Homeward Street
Journal has b een
publishing
since
1997 as a non-profit
project
of
t he
Sacramento Homeless
Organizing C ommitte e,
which is a member of the Sacramento
Housing Alliance. The paper's mission
is to alleviate miscommunication between
communities by educating the public
about housing and poverty issues, and
by giving homeless people a voice in the
public forum. Homeward also infor ms
homeless persons of shelter and occupational assistance, and acts as a creative self-help opportunity for those individuals who wish to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward
are those of the authors, and not necessarily the Sacramento Housing Alliance
or SHOC or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy

Sacramento Housing Alliance
1800 21st St. Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95814

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach
Program provides direct services to people
living with AIDS and HIV. Transportation
to social services, medical appointments,
job interviews, and housing assistance.
447-2437

Alternative Test Site: Free anony mous
testing, Wed/T hurs. Call for appt .
874-7720.

Welcome to
HOMEWARD:

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100
VA Outreach:
1-800-827-1000
Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547

We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other
writing can be submitted at our office in
Friendship Park, or mailed to the address
below.
All writing submitted for publication
will be edited as necessary, with due
respect for the authors’ intent. The
editors will attempt to consult with an
author if changes are necessary,
however, the paper will go to print with
the story as edited if the author is unavailable.
All Letters to the Editor must be signed
to be published. If the writer wishes to
remain anonymous s/he should so state,
but the letter must still be signed .
Poetry and graphics will not be edited,
either the paper will publish the submission or not.
In submitting articles to the paper,
authors give their permission to print
their submissions in accordance with the
above stipulations, as well as possible
reprinting in NASNA member papers, with
due byline. Any requests for stories
outside the above three will be referred
to the author.
Subscriptions are available with a
$15 contribution. Make checks out to
SH OC
(Sacramento
Homeless
Organizing Committee).

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliat ed with t he Hom eward
Street Journal in any way.
Participants with the paper
are not allowed to solicit for
donations, nor make any reference regarding the relationship be tween Loa ves &
Fishes and this newspaper
whatsoever.
All correspondence can be sent to
Homeward Street Journal, PO Box 952,
Sacramen to, CA 95812

The paper may be
reached at:
(916) 442-215 6
The paper may also be
E-mailed at
Homeward2@yahoo.com

