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The Sacramento Community Homeless Fo-
rum was held on October 12 at the California 
State University - Sacramento. It was held 
somewhat in conjunction with World Home-
less Day (which was on 10/10/10) and was 
intended to educate from a multiple of per-
spectives about real-life issues surrounding 
the plight of the thousands of people living 
outdoors on Sacramento streets and levees 
every day. Presenters included scholars, ser-
vice providers, advocates, law enforcement, 
business and civic leaders and people that 
were experiencing homelessness first hand. 
The topic was homelessness in a time of cri-
sis. 

Keynote speaker, Councilmember Rob Fong, 
talked about Faith and Homeless Families, 
a program he was instrumental in forming, 
where faith congregations adopt families for 
a year to help out during their crisis of home-
lessness, helping them with housing, find-
ing jobs and mentoring until they become 
more self-sufficient. Councilmember Fong 
pledged to become more involved in Safe 
Ground moving forward because he has now 
received a good education from the great 
amount of testimony from homeless leaders 
at City Council meetings this past year.

Costa Mantis introduced and showed a film 
he made that was sent to the United Nations 

for testimony about homelessness in Sacra-
mento.

Jason MacCannell, a professor with UC Da-
vis who has also been a consultant to many 
homelessness projects in Sacramento, in-
cluding SHOC and SafeGround, relayed a 
historical perspective on homelessness. 

The first panel, moderated by 
Sr.. Libby Fernandez (Direc-
tor of Loaves & Fishes), were 
Barbra Baker, Jim Gibson, Lola 
Wiley, Trimmie Sanders and 
Donald Miller, all currently or 
recently homeless. Sister Libby 
conveyed the significance of this 
moment in history where the 
homeless are no longer invisible. 
At 3 pm everyday, SafeGround 
folks gather together to decide 
where they will stay that night. 
The previous night there were 88 
people that camped together in 
safety in a covenant of no drugs, 
no alcohol, and no violence. The 
panelist told of their plight in this 
time of crisis, how they became 
homeless, and most mentioned 
SafeGround and how their par-
ticipation in the community was 
beneficial to them. Lola, Jim and 

Barbra recently got housing. Donald and 
Trimmie are still living with SafeGround.

The second panel was preceded by a keynote 
address from Mayor Kevin Johnson, who ran 
his campaign on the slogan “A city that works 
for everyone”. He said “On any given night 

Community Homeless Forum Held in Sacramento

Steve Watters, organizer and MC of forum

Continued on  Page 4

It has been over a year that Safe Ground 
Sacramento has regularly been educating 
the Sacramento City Council about the vi-
sion of a safe, sanitary and self-governed 
community of simple cabins with common 
area with a kitchen and restroom facilities, 
a place for people that are homeless to live 
until more permanent housing is available. 
So homeless people and Safe Ground Sac-
ramento supporters were pretty excited 
when Safe Ground was finally put on the 
agenda for a City Council workshop that 
would cover our community’s homeless 
programs, winter shelter and Safe Ground. 
They were so excited they marched to-
gether to the meeting.

Sac City Council Considers Safe Ground

Continued Page 5
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By Danielle Batist 
        and Nick Bevens

The organization behind a network 
of over a hundred street papers and 
magazines has revealed new figures 
which show more that 200,000 peo-
ple have been helped out of home-
lessness by selling the titles. 

The findings were released by the 
Glasgow-based International Net-
work of Street Papers (INSP) yes-
terday to coincide with the UN’s 
International Day for the Eradication 
of Poverty.  The day has been set up 
to remind people around the globe 
of the need to promote awareness of 
poverty and destitution, particularly 
in developing countries.

INSP’s research shows that up to 
last year, 71 per cent of street pa-
pers helped their vendors get off the 
streets. Some 84 per cent of those 
polled said selling the papers im-
proved their wellbeing; and almost 
90 per cent said they increased their 
confidence. And a quarter of the pa-
pers are now being credited with 
being involved in creating policy 
change on housing and homelessness 
in their home city or region.

INSP’s executive director Lisa Ma-
clean says the findings underline 
what an impact the street paper net-
work has had on homeless commu-
nities involved. She describes hitting 
the 200,000 mark as “a huge mile-
stone” for the organization launched 
in 1994 with just a handful of papers 
sold by a few hundred vendors.

There are now 114 street papers 
spread across 40 countries, and ex-
pansion plans will continue, she says, 
especially in Africa, where there has 
been a particular growth in vendors 
and titles. “The street papers have 
been such a vital route to a more pos-
itive existence for so many of those 
200,000 sellers, and we will continue 
to build on that progress,” says Ma-
clean.

The concept behind the INSP street 
paper movement is a simple one. 
Vendors buy a paper at cost price and 
sell it for the cover price, keeping the 
proceeds. “The street paper concept 
is a hand-up, not a hand-out”, says 
Maclean. “Vendors work hard for 
their money. Every day, they hit the 
streets with the latest edition of their 
paper or magazine.”

“Vendors sell from their designated 
pitch in busy shopping streets, out-
side malls or in front of office build-
ings, hospitals, universities, sports 
grounds or train stations. They’re 
there, come rain or shine, working to 
earn their own living in an increas-
ingly challenging media climate.”

But providing an income is only the 
first tool street papers use to tackle 
homelessness and exclusion. As 
Maclean explains: “Being a vendor 
means they can also access a range of 
other services provided and arranged 
by INSP street papers, such as sales 
training, drug and alcohol counsel-
ling and housing support.”

Several street paper projects also run 
savings programs and art and litera-
cy classes or organise rehabilitative 
sports activities.

Maclean says that INSP’s role is to 
“unite and support” street papers in 
some of the world’s biggest cities 
like London, Cape Town, Chicago 
and Tokyo.

In addition, the organization just 
launched its Street News Service 
(SNS) to the public. A multilingual 
online news agency, the SNS (www.
streetnewsservice.org) brings togeth-
er the best content from titles around 
the world. Some 75 volunteer trans-

lators help translate articles in any of 
the network’s 24 languages.

SNS editor Danielle Batist says that 
by republishing articles from one an-
other free of charge, street papers - “a 
unique voice on the street in so many 
cities” - will strengthen each other’s 
content. The service also produces 
in-house content.

It’s hoped the site’s content will ap-
peal to a diverse readership, includ-
ing mainstream media, NGOs and 
government. To help it achieve that, 
SNS is backed by two global news 
heavyweights in the shape of Reu-
ters and the Rome-based develop-
ment news service, Inter Press Ser-
vice (IPS). Channel 4’s anchor man 
Jon Snow serves as a Patron of the 
SNS. Managing Editor of the Herald 
& Times Group Tom Thomson is its 
Honorary Editor.

“Through our huge network of 
street papers, we can provide an 
international audience with an on-
the-ground perspective on a variety 
of global and local issues. We give 
a voice to the voiceless through ac-
tual vendor stories and first-hand ac-
counts of people affected by poverty 
and social injustice.

“At the same time we recognise the 
need for ‘lighter’ stories, like inspi-

rational interviews with celebrities,” 
says Batist. “But at all times, we aim 
to trigger something inside our read-
ers, making them question the world 
around them and change their mind-
set towards poverty and homeless-
ness.”

Steven Robert is a vendor in Cape 
Town, South Africa, and he says 
that like so many people who now 
sell one of the many street titles, he 
moved to the city as a teenager with 
big dreams.

“But without money or a job, I 
roamed the streets, struggling to 
meet my basic needs. It was through 
the street paper that I brought back 
purpose in my life.

“Life is still not easy for me. I live 
in a homeless shelter, but at least I’m 
earning an income selling The Big 
Issue South Africa. I go to my pitch 
and get on with the business of sell-
ing the magazine.

“My dream is to have place of my 
own. I’d like to set up a small home-
based business as I am now a good 
salesman. I tell other vendors to keep 
pushing forward with the skills that 
they have and to never give up.”

© www.streetnewsservice.org

200,000 Helped Out of Homelessness by Global Street Paper Network
www.streetnewsservice.org
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An interview by the Streetwise newspaper 
with an expert on homelessness and social 
justice, Jeff Olivet.

SW: What do you think the current percep-
tion of the homeless is?

There is no such thing as “the homeless.” It’s 
a group of people just like any other group 
of people-they’re individuals, they’re fami-
lies, they’re old, they’re young, they’re sick, 
they’re healthy. People are much more com-
plex than the diagnosis that they have. 

SW: When were the first reported cases of 
homelessness in the U.S.?

The first cases of homelessness date back to 
the 1640s. These are [reported] in journals 
of the day, in public records-mainly in the 
northeast, in the bigger cities of the original 
13 colonies.

SW: Who was homeless during this time?

Wars fought between the settlers and the 
Native Americans displaced people on both 
sides; many of those new settlers became 
displaced in the big port cities. European set-
tlers were moving further inland, and these 
skirmishes were making Native Americans 
homeless and immigrants homeless. In Bos-
ton, New York, and Philadelphia you see 
many cases in the 1640s-’60s.

SW: What types of individuals were home-
less?

At this time you had to essentially show up 
to a town and make your case for why you 
should be allowed to settle there. Some peo-
ple are still forced to do that-refugees, asylum 
seekers-people who must make their case for 
why they [deserve] to be a part of your com-
munity. In most New England towns in the 
1600s-1700s you had to go sit before the 
town fathers-and make no mistake, they were 
fathers, not mothers, and they were all white-
and you basically had to say, “I’m going to 
be able to pull my own weight. I’m going to 
be able to farm my land and build my house, 
and I’m not going to be a drain on everybody 
else.” And if they didn’t believe you, they 
would not allow you to settle there.

So who do you think was told to move on? 
Catholics, people with physical disabilities, 
mental disabilities, alcoholics, widows, or-
phans, the elderly . . . anyone who was per-
ceived to not be strong enough to carry their 
weight in society. 

SW: Was there a guiding national precedent 
for how to treat immigrants, settlers, and es-
tablished Native Americans?

One policy decision that we made early on as 
a nation, perhaps the first federal policy that 
caused massive homelessness, was the dis-
placement of Native Americans, especially 
Native American tribes in the southeast. The 
Native American tribes were essentially up-
rooted and moved west to Oklahoma. That 
was the Trail of Tears, and Andrew Jackson 
got famous for it and became president.

SW: Who else besides Native Americans 
were facing homelessness by this point in 
history?

Around the same time the Industrial Revolu-
tion was starting in the 1820s-’30s, about the 
time that Chicago was popping up as a seri-
ous contender for trade and industry in this 
part of the country, people were moving from 
farms into the cities, a movement that auto-
matically created a poor urban underclass.

During this time there were reports from Phil-
adelphia and New York of masses of people 
wandering the streets. This is the first time 
that we saw anti-panhandling ordinances.

The city jails became the de facto shelter 
system-sound familiar? We’re kind of going 
down that road again; we’ve criminalized 
homelessness and we lock people up. The 
criminalization of homelessness is not new.

SW: The Industrial Revolution started a huge 
economic boom. Didn’t it create jobs, help 
people out of poverty, and bring about posi-
tive change?

The Industrial Revolution caused a lot of 
physical disability as well - people lost lives, 
people lost limbs, and there  [wasn’t much of 
a] social safety net to keep people from be-
coming homeless. 

Also in the 1850s you saw a massive reces-
sion very much like the one that we’re in now, 
and we know that when the economy tanks, 
people become homeless . . . They lose jobs, 
they lose homes, their families can’t take care 
of them because they’re no better off, either. 
So they become homeless.

SW: What effect did the Civil War have on 
the homeless population?

During the Civil War, field medicine became 
quite good-they started using morphine, 
amputated limbs were survivable. That was 
new-you’d [have been] dead before that.

We’re seeing similar medicine advances 
now with the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Things like traumatic brain injury-people are 
surviving who wouldn’t have 10 or 15 years 
ago, and we’re beginning to see them on the 
streets. More people with physical injuries, 
more people who are mentally disabled-we 
saw that in the Civil War too. It’s not new for 
veterans to become homeless.

SW: What did these survivors do after the 
war?

This is when the terms “tramp” and “bum” 
were born. The terminology among the sol-
diers is that [when] they would go out and 
get food-chickens from farms, fruit from or-
chards, wood for fire-that was called “going 
out on a tramp” or “going out on a bum.” 

SW: Were the homeless still primarily located 
in East Coast urban areas after the war?

At this time the train system was taking off in 
this country. The railroad expands, and all of 
a sudden you have people moving from small 
towns to big towns to other small towns; Chi-
cago is clearly a hub of transit. People from 
small towns in Ohio and from the South, es-
pecially African-Americans, were moving 
north.

A massive number of veterans with survival 
skills and post-traumatic stress disorders 

went out riding the rails. Often these were 
single adult men, often with drug and alcohol 
problems, some with mental illness.

SW: What about urban homelessness?

You paid a couple cents to stay on the sticky, 
dirty, alcohol-and-vomit-covered floor of a 
tavern. People often say that family home-
lessness is new, and we’re certainly in a wave 
of increasing family homelessness, but it’s 
not new-it has been with us throughout our 
history.

In New York in 1882 people were stacked like 
sardines in cheap lodging houses. We saw 
children out living on the street, even during 
the good times. The country’s economy was 
turning around in the early part of the 20th 
century. We were really rocking as a country, 
but people were still poor. Homeless people 
were still homeless.

SW: How did Chicago homelessness look 
compared to other big cities at this time?

Chicago was one of the first hubs of academic 
studies about homelessness. The field of so-
cial work was starting to develop. The move-
ment of sociology was beginning to come to-
gether. We had people like Alice Solenberger 
writing One Thousand Homeless Men, which 
was one of the first large-scale studies of 
homelessness. 

SW: Who else was involved in early Chicago 
social work?

Nels Anderson was writing about Chicago’s 
skid row in The Hobo. This was in 1923 
on Madison Street, called “the main stem” 
by hobos; you could find cheap restaurants, 
secondhand clothes, and hostels. This area 
is where a lot of the initial rescue missions 
popped up in the 1870s. The Salvation Army 
and a lot of those other first-wave efforts were 
located there.

SW: What historical event marked the next 
big wave of homelessness?

In 1927 there was a massive flood of the Mis-
sissippi River, from Ohio and Missouri down 
through New Orleans. The 1927 Mississippi 
flood displaced about 1.3 million people.

The amount of homeless people in Texas, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana is almost double 
what it was before Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
There’s a direct correlation between natural 
disaster and homelessness: you can put the 
Chicago Fire in that category [1871], the 
1906 San Francisco earthquake, the tsunami 
in Asia in 2004 . . . These directly impact peo-
ple. For many, things are never the same. 

SW: How did the country respond to those 
displaced by the flood?

What we know from the federal response 
to the 1927 flood is that this was the first 
massive relief effort coordinated by the fed-
eral government. It was overseen by Herbert 
Hoover. He got famous for that and became 
president.

Very much like with Hurricane Katrina, 
people did not go back home a week later, 
like we might expect. They were in camps 
and shelters for months-in some cases, years. 

This flood was a deciding factor-with Afri-
can-Americans, especially-in driving people 
north during the 1920s and ‘30s. 

SW: So, with the Depression, America was 
kicked while it was already down?

With the Great Depression of 1929 we see 
massive numbers of homeless people like 
we’ve never seen before, and possibly have 
never seen since.

Now, one of the upsides of the Depression is 
that it was the first opportunity for the United 
States government to jump into action to ad-
dress homelessness-and they did. From 1933 
to ‘36 the U.S. government instituted the 
FTS, or the Federal Transient Service, and it 
was a fantastic federal program that funded 
shelters and arts programs and health centers 
and job training and work camps and housing 
for people who were homeless. And it was 
remarkably effective.

SW: If it was such a good program, what hap-
pened to it?

In 1936 the program was shut down. The 
Roosevelt administration wanted to fund So-
cial Security, so it cut a bunch of emergency 
response programs, much like we’re seeing 
stimulus funds do now. They folded a lot of 
those resources into Social Security. What the 
program showed is that the federal govern-
ment can do something right if they put their 
minds to it and put enough resources toward 
a solution.

SW: What effect did World War II have on 
homelessness?

What we saw through the ‘40s, ‘50s, and 
‘60s was the country went to war and back 
to work, often building things like airplanes 
and tanks. The country essentially pulled it-
self out of the Great Depression with a huge 
economic rebound.

SW: So from the ‘40s through the ‘60s pov-
erty decreased?

But not everybody felt that-some people 
were still very poor, very much on the edge. 
What we saw then in the ‘60s and ‘70s was 
the groundwork for the current wave of 
homelessness: the Vietnam War. People were 
coming back devastated, both physically and 
mentally.  Plus, we were closing down  men-
tal hospitals without offering enough effec-
tive community response to catch all of the 
people who were leaving.

SW: Wasn’t there policy in place to counter 
this trend?

Compounding the current situation was cuts 
in federal funding to affordable housing in 
the ‘80s and ‘90s. 

You can make a direct line between the poli-
cies we make at the federal level, state level, 
local level and increases in homelessness. 
We know that homelessness always hits mi-
norities, people with disabilities, women, and 
certainly poor people harder than it does any-
body else. We know that the homeless are al-
ways thought of as one group, and they never 
are-there’s no such thing as “the homeless,” 

A Short History of Homelessness in America
www.streetnewsservice.org
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we have 3,000 people that are homeless 
in our community. That’s far too many. 
And that should not be something that 
we sleep nights not worrying about...
No person should not have a place to lay 
their heads.” He talked about the changes 
in our Continuum of Care over the last 
couple years and the work of the newly 
named oversight organization, Sacra-
mento Steps Forward. He reported that 
our community’s goal over the next 3 
years is to add 3,000 housing units for 
homeless people to move into. He said 
he supports Safe Ground and reported 
about the City’s three phase plan for Safe 
Ground/Stepping Stones which should 
be complete by November 2011.

The second panel was made up of Tim 
Brown (Executive Director of Sacramen-
to Steps Forward), Lieutenant Michael 
Bray (Sacramento Police Department), 
Bob Erlenbusch (Director of Sacramento 
Hunger Coalition and member of SHOC, 
SHA and the National Coalition for the 
Homeless), John Kraintz (President of 
SafeGround Sacramento), Ryan Loof-
bourrow (Downtown Sacramento Part-
nership) and Regina Range (Women’s 
Empowerment). 

Steve Watters asked the panelists about 
protecting homeless people’s civil and 
human rights.

Tim said we should prosecute people 
who are out there doing illegal things, 
but camping isn’t one of those things. We 
need a safe place for people to go, not 
necessarily a moratorium on the camping 
ordinance.

Bob told us that homelessness is illegal 
almost everywhere in this country. As a 
community we should say “enough!” He 
said we should have a moratorium on the 
camping ordinance until there is housing 
for everyone.

Ryan said he wouldn’t want a moratori-
um on the camping ordinance, but would 
encourage continued work with law en-
forcement. He thinks they have been do-
ing a good job working with people. We 

should have a safe place where people 
can go until there is housing for them.

John talked about how many homeless 
people have critical illnesses, mental ill-
nesses - people often self-medicate. He 
said that when police arrest someone 
that’s homeless, it’s most likely for some-
thing else other than for sleeping outside. 
He would like to see Safe Ground as a 
place where people can wait for housing, 
because housing isn’t available immedi-
ately-- a place with water, sanitation and 
ultimately sleeping cabins. 

Lt. Bray said they don’t make the laws: 
the City Council makes the laws -- the 
police enforce the law. He said “We’re 
not anti-sitting or anti-sleeping and we 
don’t arrest people for that”. He said they 
do about one or two camping citations 
per week, if that. He introduced audi-
ence members Officers Mark Zoulas and 
George Chargin who deal with home-
less people and they use the camping 
ordinance as a last resort. They get com-
plaints from businesses and residents and 
have to balance the various concerns of 
their constituents.

The panelists were asked what can help 
solve the crisis of homelessness we are 
facing and were later allowed closing 
comments.

Bob spoke of the systemic problems and 
how the Reagan years were the beginning 
of the problems with homelessness we 
are facing today. Reagan cut the afford-

able housing budget by 75%, slashed and 
burned most human service programs. 
Since then the formula for increasing 
privatization and decreasing governmen-
tal responsibility for social programs, 
was increasing the military budget and 
massive tax cuts. Those shrunk the pie to 
where the government would have to say 
there are no longer enough funds for the 
human services. He said there is enough 
money, citing the tragic example that on 
September 10, 2001 there was a federal 
budget surplus but after September 11 
we found trillions of dollars to wage war. 
He said that a private/public balanced 
approach is good but we should hold our 
government accountable to end home-
lessness. 

He said that the answer is clear: truly af-
fordable housing, jobs at a living wage 
that includes health care benefits (ide-
ally union jobs). He joked that students 
should stay in school, like in Graduate 
School because the economy isn’t get-
ting better for a couple years, but added 
seriously that he hoped the students use 
their university experience to develop 
critical thinking about the different crisis 
we are facing and how do they relate to 
each other and their systemic solutions. 
He urged students to join the national 
student campaign to against hunger and 
homelessness.

 November 14 - 20 is National Hunger 
and Homeless Awareness week. The 
Hunger Coalition will challenge ev-
ery elected official to do what 180,000 

people do in this county who receive 
food stamps and try to eat only $4.50 
worth of food a day.

Tim said he believes we can end home-
lessness in this country. We have created 
this problem by bad policy and we can 
solve it and he thinks we’re on the right 
tract.  People can get involved. Sacra-
mento Steps Forward will be doing an 
upcoming homeless count on January 
27, and before that we need to map out 
locations to count. In May, every year 
we do Homeless Connect at Sacramento 
City College.

Ryan Loofbourrow said we need a re-
gional approach to ending homeless-
ness and agreed with Bob about having 
a balanced approach between private and 
public solutions.  Ryan wanted to leave 
everyone with hope. When he first start-
ed working downtown with homeless 
folks, he thought there was no hope for 
many of the individuals to connect with 
family or get their lives back to normal, 
but he has seen great success stories by 
working with individuals. He said that 
people from all walks of life can do a part 
in ending homelessness.

John Kraintz said that the private sec-
tor, such as Faith based and Non-profits, 
should be allowed to help, which they are 
not always allowed to do easily because 
of zoning and NIMBY issues. There are 
a lot of people that want to help locally 
but there are blockades, mostly politi-
cal. Also, rents should be lowered since 
property values were lowered, and until 
that happens people need to be able to 
pitch their tents someplace that’s legal, 
where services can be offered. 

John called people living outdoors 
“structurally impaired” - they don’t have 
a house. He said there are a myriad of 
reasons people have become homeless 
and the solutions a varied, also. He said 
we are throwing our people away, that 
homeless people are great resources for 
our community with talents and abilities 
that should be utilized. People who have 
been living in SafeGround have learned 
to live in community and will be able to 
bring that with them when they get hous-
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 Homelessness Forum  -  continued from page one

Homeless in Time of Crisis panel members (L to R): Jim Gibson, Lola Wiley, Barbra Baker, Trimme 
Sanders, Donald Miller, Sr. Libby Fernandez

Panel on Homeless Policy (L to R): Regina Range, Lt. Michael Bray, John Kraintz, Ryan Loofbourrow, 
Bob Erlenbusch, Tim Brown

Continued Next Page
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Namiko Chinen-Oya from Japan’s Big Issue and her friend, with Tim Brown, Executive Director of         Sacramento 
Steps Forward, came to visit us at the SHOC office, and later that day visited the Sacramento Steps Policy Board. There 
she met the Mayor and other leaders in our community who are working towards ending homelessness.  “Big Issue”  is a 
street newspaper that homeless and poor people sell on the streets in various countries,  including Japan. (Pictured L to R: 
Namiko, her friend, and Tim Brown)

ing, and that is something we are lack-
ing in our country.

Lt. Bray said that the cuts to mental 
health services and cuts to shelters are 
putting more people out on the streets 
without the services they need. That has 
been a huge issue for his department. Lt. 
Bray thanked the Forum organizers for 
having him, for including law enforce-
ment on “this side of the table”. He said 
it’s nice to be on the same side and in-
cluded in the discussion. His department 
is aware that we cannot arrest this prob-
lem away. They want to keep engaged 
in finding solutions so that everyone can 
live behind a door and windows.

Regina said that we need a policy of uni-
versally affordable housing. Housing, 
education, health care and economic se-
curity are all human rights that are being 
ignored. She said funding should go to 
the programs that are successful. Regina 
is seeing a glimmer of hope through her 
struggles. She had to come out of her-
self a bit, made a business card, cooked 
for Women’s Empowerment and a fund 
raiser for Francis House where she left 
her card out, which turned into a house 
keeping job and is turning into a micro-
business enterprise.

The closing remarks came from Dr. 
Charles Gossett, Dean of the College of 
SSIS. He said the University should be 
a partner in the community. The Univer-
sity has much to offer the community-
space for one thing. The most important 
things, though, are that the faculty, stu-
dents and staff can think of new ideas 
to help solve these problems. Also, the 
students have a high level of energy and 
good hearts, and just need to be matched 
to a good cause.

The event was spearheaded mostly by 
Steve Watters, who is both a student 
of the University and is Safe Ground 
Sacramento’s Secretary. The Depart-
ment of Anthropology did much of the 
organizing, along with a Safe Ground 
Sacramento committee. Tina Reynolds 
and Steve were both moderators of the 
forum.

Lillian tabling for SHOC at Forum

Forum Conclusion
The workshop laid out a plan for this 
winter’s shelter which will no longer be 
funded by the County of Sacramento, but 
will be a combined approach of utiliz-
ing already existing but unfunded shelter 
beds, motel vouchers for families, perma-
nent housing, and a new effort proposed 
where many churches will take turns al-
lowing 100 single individuals sleep with-
in their doors.

City staff outlined the Safe Ground pro-
posal, also called “Stepping Stones”. It 
astounded many Safe Ground supporters 
how little most of the City Council mem-
bers knew about the proposal after a whole 
year of weekly testimony, how some 
still thought they were proposing camp-
grounds with tents. One councilmember 
stated that he could not condone people 
living in tents so we should concentrate 
on shelter and housing, instead.

Paula Lomazzi of SHOC opined “There 
will still be people living in tents and 
living outdoors without tents. Not con-
doning it does not change the reality that 
there are not enough housing or shelter 
for at least 1,200 people in Sacramento. 
Not condoning it, in effect, is condoning 
people living in worse conditions than 

living in a “campground” or in cabins 
with infrastructure that Safe Ground Sac-
ramento actually proposes.” 

Joan Burke, Loaves & Fishes Advocacy 
Director, said that it was inspiring to hear 
that the religious community was coming 
forward to help shelter people this winter 
but, “The distressing part is that it also 
means the County of Sacramento abdi-
cated its responsibility to do the same, 
to take care of our poor citizens and the 
immediate need. And that is a decision 
that I don’t think any of us should be 
comfortable with.”  A good conclusion to 
the meeting, she said “At the end Mayor 
Johnson spoke and he has, I think, a very 
clear vision that Safe Ground can be a 
part of the overall answer to homeless-
ness, a small part, but a part. And we see 
our model is ‘Safe Ground, Homeward 
Bound’. And we really think that if peo-
ple are given a legal outdoor community 
where they can be safe, and look after 
each other and take care of their business, 
that Safe Ground will be a path for people 
out of homelessness and into more tra-
ditional housing. So its something very 
worth working for.”

City Council  continued from page 1 Happy
     Holidays

from all of us,     
     to all of you
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by the homeless science writer,

Chongo

The preceding article introduced the 
subject of climate change along with a 
few of its rather sobering implications. 
The article suggested that the reader see 
a ninety-minute video, entitled “Home,” 
free on the internet through YouTube. 
You can reach the documentary directly, 
without searching YouTube, by means 
of a link from the www.chongonation.
com website, and this is how: From the 
top of the chongonation.com home page 
click on “Free Education,” then click 
on the link to the “Home” video itself, 
located as the first item in the Table of 
Contents for the Free Education page. 
Once you see the “Home” documentary, 
it is unlikely that it will not leave a deep 
impression that you will not dismiss so 
easily. If you have any concern at all for 
what lies ahead in the future, here on 
Earth, then you should watch this docu-
mentary.

That was the last article, about the docu-
mentary. Subsequent articles will ex-
plore different aspects of the challenges 
that the future holds. They will dispel the 
myths associated with these challenges, 
and in their place, provide accurate facts 
and undeniable conclusions, instead. 
Understanding is usually the best place 
to start anything.

Unlike the preceding article and those 
that follow, this edition’s article address-
es the most fundamental aspects of the 
challenge that awaits, namely the ines-
capable facts that must be considered in 
shaping the decisions that each one of 
us must make as a consequence of these 
facts. Now, our decisions are especially 
important, because we may have or are 
just about to elected new decision mak-
ers. Appropriately, this article comes 
with a warning. DO NOT PROCEED 
FURTHER WITHOUT FIRST READ-
ING THIS WARNING ADVISORY! 

THIS ARTICLE IS NOT INTEND-
ED FOR CHILDREN, OR FOR THE 
FAINT-HEARTED, OR FOR ERO-
SIONALLY SENSITIVE INDIVIDU-
ALS! IF YOU ARE UNDER THE AGE 
OF 17 DO NOT WANT TO BE BOTH-
ERED OR MADE FEEL UNCOM-
FORTABLE, THEN DO NOT READ 
ANY FURTHER AND DO NO LOOK 
AT THIS ARTICLE AGAIN. STOP 
READING IMMEDIATELY! THIS IS 
NOT A NICE STORY!

Stark realities facing the world today are 
stated. These realities can be somewhat 
disturbing to tender sensibilities (to the 
point of being morbidly frightening and 
hopelessly disheartening). They MUST 
be, to clearly and unambiguously ex-
pose the desperate brutality that the hu-

man experience risks in the face of an 
progressively indulgent, overwhelming 
world population and the needs that such 
a growing population requires while, at 
the same time, confronting a dwindling 
set of resources. Should the reader feel 
the least uneasiness in or experience any 
sense of timidity whatsoever about ex-
ploring the discomforting subject matter 
discussed and prefer instead to ignore 
the existence of the realities specified, 
then said reader should read no further, 
but instead, stay safely in the comfort of 
their secure home, believe that civiliza-
tion (at least industrialized civilization) 
is not really failing by its own short-
sighted hand at all but rather, thriving, 
be convinced there is still plenty of room 
and resources for billions and billions 
more people, irresponsibly pretend that 
we need not worry in the least about the 
future, and imagine most mistakenly (to 
the sad disadvantage of so many who 
will suffer the consequences of such 
incorrectly-placed faith) that everything 
is going to be just “fine and dandy,” for 
“civilized” society. It will not be.

Civilized society is flatly at risk of col-
lapse. Unless we act, and do so soon, the 
desperate rigors so abundant in the chaos 
of nature will be just as abundant in the 
human experience, as modern society 
disintegrates into the violent reality that 
nature, in the absence of civilized peace, 
can’t help but be. This is because, in its 
avarice and in its fear, humanity always 
wants so much more than it in fact needs 
and does not really care but in word (al-
though not in actual practice) about what 
is then left remaining, afterward, for all 
of its children.

YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED! Pro-
ceeding further implies your willingness 
to accept the intellectual risks that accu-
rately understanding what the future has 
in store can involve. Remember, under-
standing cannot be unlearned, though a 
lack of it most fortunately can (that is, 
be unlearned).

These are the facts:

1.) The first and foremost fact is that the 
earth is getting warmer with each pass-
ing year, unquestionably, at least in large 
part, as a consequence of modern, wide-
spread industrialization, and as a con-
sequence, among other effects, ocean 
currents along with weather patterns are 
changing rapidly, while sea levels rise 
ever faster. In less than ten years, several 
cities including Bangkok in Thailand, 
Shanghai in China, and New Orleans, 
Louisiana, just to mention three of the 
biggest, will begin to be claimed by the 
sea. There is no stopping it. Short of the 
initiation of rapid glaciation leading to 
lower seas, submersion is unavoidable.

2.) Nearly as significant as is the certain-
ty of global warming and the submersion 
of costal cities, is the fact that an average 
person living in the United States uses 
about ten times the resources as a per-
son does in the third world. Take note 
however, that a homeless person, on av-
erage, uses approximately one twentieth 
the resources as an average American, 
provided that the homeless person is not 
incarcerated - as so many are - in which 
case he or she is forced to use far more 
resources than they would were they not 
incarcerated.

This means that Americans - the ones 
who are not homeless - alone have the 
same impact upon global resources, as 
do half the people on Earth. In contrast, 
homeless people have less impact than 
anyone else on the planet, even less than 
people living in the third world (except-
ing of course, their homeless).

3.) What is significant is that by far, the 
nation most ‘responsible’ for the great-
est pollution in the world is the United 
States, and this is despite the fact that 
China just recently passed us as the num-
ber one polluter in the world. When one 
considers that the largest part of China’s 
manufacturing is for export to the U.S. 
(which is surely the factor in large part 
‘responsible’ for their high level of pol-
lution). Hence, we, here in America, 
are responsible for a great deal of their 
pollution too. The number of products 
manufactured in China for consumption 
in America certainly significant enough 
to justify saying that the United States is 
still responsible for the majority of pol-
lution in the world, considering how re-
cently China passed us. Exporting one’s 
pollution does not mean that one is still 
not, in deed, polluting. The responsibil-
ity cannot be exported, only the pollu-
tion can.

4.) A general consensus among scien-
tists who make their careers studying 
climate is that we have about ten years 
before the impact of the devastation will 
become irreversible. This is an extreme-
ly important point to recognize. In ten 
years it may be too late for any action 
to be effective. Furthermore, the longer 
we postpone action, the more drastic that 
action must be when we finally decide 
to take it.

5.) In an economy based upon a short-
sighted markets and other immediate 
business interests, interests that thrive 
only as a consequence of constantly 
increasing consumption of diminish-
ing and irreplaceable resources along 
with the capacity to process the discard, 
limitation upon increased consumption 
and its resultant pollution works in con-
tradiction to the market and business 
goals, unless limitation itself is legis-
lated as being a commodity, instead of a 

non-market entity. This, of course, is so 
because markets and business interests 
thriving as a consequence ever-increas-
ing consumption and the corresponding 
pollution means that they have the capi-
tal resources to convince a progressively 
less educated public that they need only 
consume more, and the world - particu-
larly theirs -  will be a better place for it. 
Ultimately, this notion will demonstrate 
itself as an incorrect assumption. It ig-
nores climate change, and ignores the 
consequences that such a change means.

6.) Given the infrequency with which it 
is mentioned in public debate, or in the 
promotion of perspectives for shaping 
public policy, widespread awareness of 
global climate change, its consequences, 
and the exhaustion of limited world re-
sources (e.g. rare metals, carbon absorp-
tion) seem to have little if any impact 
upon public policy. The general public 
seems to ignores the serious conse-
quences of climate change evidenced 
by the lack of mention of it anywhere 
in the public arena or media, and even 
less mention of the grave outcomes if it 
is ignored. Again, it is not a nice story, 
but because it is a story that might have 
irreversible consequences, it is a very 
necessary one that must be told. Unfor-
tunately, telling it makes poor business 
sense - which is why you are finding it 
being told so plainly in a publication dis-
tributed by homeless people.

7.) The edition that you are reading will 
begin selling about a week prior to mid-
term elections. This means that for most 
reading this, the elections will be over 
and our democratic decisions made, in 
some cases for the next six years. How-
ever, if you happened to be one of those 
reading this prior to voting, you might 
ask yourself when you vote, are you un-
knowingly voting only for your today, 
or are you not also voting for you chil-
dren’s tomorrow and the world that you 
will leave for them.

(This text is from no science book that 
Chongo has ever written. However, to see 
the books that Chongo has written on nature 
[on physical science] - in collaboration with 
Jose - go to the web site chongonation.com, 
which is a web site dedicated to educating 
those who have least opportunity for learn-
ing the scientific foundations that describe 
nature more accurately than any other body 
of ideas ever conceived. Chongonation.com 
provides books that allow such opportunity, 
in lay terms, and most significantly, without 
any math whatsoever. Simply go to the www.
chongonation.com home page and click on 
either ‘Books on Nature’ [Conceptual Phys-
ics) or ‘Products & Prices’ to see just how 
many books are available. To see the other 
science essays that Chongo has written, sim-
ply click on ‘articles’ or ‘science articles’. 
To see links to science videos, click first on 
“Free Education” from the home page.)

A WARNING ABOUT GLOBAL WARMING
www.chongonation.com
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Obituary

Annie Laughlin
d. 8/26/10 aged 54

natural causes

Lloyd “Wizard” Chaffins
d. 10/2/10 aged 55

cause pending

Free Thanksgiving Dinners

Tuesday, November 23rd
Loaves & Fishes’ Friendship Park 

12th & North C Streets
11 am  to  1 pm

Thursday, November 25th
 (Thanksgiving Day)

Salvation Army’s Center for Hope Shelter
12th & North B Streets

11 am to 1:30 pm

90 Days
 
Hello Mr. Johnson,
How are you? I have 90 days to find a home, How about you? 

I have an interview today and she wants me to bring my kids too, 
which is an obstacle because they are frustrated, dirty, and hungry too.  

So she told me it’s a shelter that we can go to,
but for only 90 days, so what am I to do? 

90 days is a lot for me to provide some
  magical apartment next to their school
 and I have no childcare for my baby’s afterschool. 

 What am I to gain when my 90 days are through,
 so it’s back to the streets for my youngsters and I go back too.

By Ishaa Evans

Hello - My name is Tracie and I just returned from a week in Chicago - sounds 
like fun huh - could have been had we not been in class all day for 5 days.

I went to the Midwest Academy in Chicago - which is a boarding school for 
serious advocates - I went to learn “Organizing for Social Change” - I have 
been home for a week and am still absorbing all the material we learned - 
wow it really was an information overload.

I learned so many wonderful things - some of which I have already been 
putting to use at the grass root level, such as taking steps to “Unify” the Safe-
Ground camp itself. Our people need to be educated as to what is happening 
in their lives and we need to be the teachers if need be. I learned so much 
more - but this is a good start - Peace,  Tracie

there’s no such thing as “What are they like?” 
We’re talking about people with individual 
hopes, dreams, joys, and pains, and every story 
is absolutely unique and unlike any other story.

SW: What solutions do you think are practical 
for fighting the current wave of homelessness?

Ultimately, homelessness in this country is a re-
sult of a lack of affordable housing, and a gap 
between rich and poor people. We know home-
lessness is like a game of musical chairs, where 
you have affordable housing units as the chairs. 
There are many factors that go into homeless-
ness, but if you had enough affordable housing 
that would be a big part of it.

A pre-recession study projected that we have 
10 million extremely low-income renters in this 
country and 3.5 million units of housing they 
can afford. That’s a gap of 6.5 million units of 
housing.

SW: Is any of the federal stimulus money going 
to help?

I’m cautiously optimistic about the stimulus 
money and homelessness prevention, and also 
some of the HUD budgets being proposed right 
now-there’s some good stuff in there. We’ve got 
a lot of advocacy work to do to get this thing 
right on local and national levels. We know from 
our friends at the National Low-Income Hous-
ing Coalition that there’s not one county in the 
United States where someone can afford even a 
one-bedroom apartment on minimum wage. 

We also know from the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors report that homelessness and hunger 
are on the increase at a time when city budgets 
and state budgets are in shambles. There’s a 
new report from the National Center on Family 
Homelessness that found that 1 in 50 children 
in the United States experiences homelessness 
each year.

SW: Are improvements being made to our infra-
structure and perceptions, and where?

Now people are talking about homelessness 
prevention-that’s pretty new. Not just talking 

about moving people off the streets or out of the 
shelters, but preventing them from becoming 
homeless in the first place. That’s a great thing 
that we’re talking about . . . actually funding 
programs for prevention.

Housing first, rapid rehousing, and the notion of 
permanent supportive housing are huge factors 
in ending homelessness. We’re talking about 
how some people are going to need ongoing 
support and treatment, access to health care, job 
training, psychosocial rehab . . . it’s permanent a 
lot of times. Some people want or need a variety 
of connections to stay housed.

SW: Do these shifts in perception give you hope 
about the future of homelessness? Is there a fu-
ture of homelessness?

There’s a huge set of challenges before us. We’re 
in a daunting economic climate right now in 
which to work. On the other hand, people have 
created some pretty fantastic new ways of deal-
ing with and ending homelessness. When you 
talk about human rights work, I think that one 
of the most important things that you can do is 
hold out hope for people. It’s like the Olympic 
torch-a torch that can reach through communi-
ties. You take hold of that torch of hope for folks 
that everyone else has given up hope on; you 
give hope to folks who have even given up hope 
on themselves.

Jeff Olivet has been addressing issues of home-
lessness, poverty, and HIV since the early 
1990s-as an outreach worker, case manager, 
housing director, activist, writer, lecturer, and 
trainer. He serves as director of training at the 
Center for Social Innovation in Newton Cen-
tre, Massachusetts, and has worked with public 
hospitals and clinics around the US to improve 
health-care access for patients who are poor and 
under served. He’s also been involved with in-
ternational health work in South Africa, Kenya, 
and Nigeria. Find out more about the Center for 
Social Innovation at center4si.com.

 Edited version originally published by
 Streetwise USA.

 © www.streetnewsservice.org

History     continued from page 3



clip & mail coupon

                     I want to see HOMEWARD,  
 a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento. 

Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription. 
Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:____________________________________ Zip: ___________
Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812
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  Homeward Street 
Journal has been pub-
lishing since 1997 as a 
non-profit project of the 
Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee, 

which is a member of the Sacramento 
Housing Alliance.  The paper’s mission is 
to alleviate miscommunication between 
communities by educating the public about 
housing and poverty issues, and by giving 
homeless people a voice in the public fo-
rum.  Homeward also informs  homeless 
persons of shelter and occupational as-
sistance,   and acts as a creative self-help 
opportunity for those individuals who wish 
to participate.

 The opinions expressed in Homeward  are 
those of the authors, and not necessarily 
the Sacramento Housing Alliance or SHOC 
or Homeward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or contribu-
tions:  Articles, poems and other writing 
can be submitted at our office in Friendship 
Park, or mailed to the address below.

 All writing submitted for publication will be 
edited as necessary, with due respect for 
the author’s intent.  The editors will attempt 
to consult with an author if changes are 
necessary, however, the paper will go to 
print with the story as edited  if the author 
is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed to 
be published.  If the writer wishes to remain 
anonymous s/he should so state, but the 
letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be edited, ei-
ther the paper will publish the submission 
or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, authors  
give their permission to print their submis-
sions in accordance with the above stipu-
lations, as well as possible reprinting in 
NASNA member papers, with due byline.  
Any requests for stories outside the above 
three will be referred to the author.

    Subscriptions are available with a $15 
contribution.  Make checks out to SHOC 
(Sacramento Homeless Organizing Com-
mittee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with the 
Homeward Street Journal in any way. 
Participants with the paper are not al-
lowed to solicit for donations, nor make 
any reference regarding the relation-
ship between Loaves & Fishes and this 
newspaper whatsoever.

 All correspondence can be sent to:
   Homeward Street Journal
   PO Box 952
   Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:

(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be
 E-mailed at

 Homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

CLASSIFIED ___________________________________

Mail or bring your ad to the 
Homeward office. Try to keep 
it under 25 words. 
  _______________________________ 

Jobs Wanted                                       
Give hope and happiness. 
Give a job, such as 
moving or yard work, to a 
homeless worker. 

 Call Loaves & Fishes
 job phone at 832-5510

Or mail to:
   Loaves & Fishes
   Jobs for Homeless
   PO Box 2161                      
   Sac, CA 95812
  __________________________

Social Security 
Disability / SSI Lawyer

Free Consultation
(916) 658-1880

Night Shelters

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30 
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Din-
ner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up  SA patio weekdays at 
1PM. 442-0331

St. John’s Shelter:  Women and Children.  
4410 Power Inn Rd.  Call between 10am & 
3pm for space availability.  453-1482

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mis-
sion, Newcomers/Referrals have priority. 
7:30pm Chapel Service  with  meal  after-
wards, 6am breakfast for residents. Show-
ers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to 
all  homeless  men:  447-3268

SAEHC, Sacramento  Area Emergency 
Housing Center: 4516 Parker Ave. 24 hrs:  
Family Shelter: Families, single adults 
with children who have no other resource:  
Womenís Refuge, single women, no chil-
dren:  Call for screening/space availability 
455-2160

Day Shelters

Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Week-
days 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many 
services

Meals

Union Gospel  Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7 
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church 
service 7:00pm required, dinner following 
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch 
at noon. 447-3268

Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch 
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available 
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park week-
days: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on 
Sundays .

Women’s Civic Improvement Center: Se-
niors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30 
lunch M-F  452-2866

Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays, 
8-11 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing

Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Ces-
ear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sun-
day 1:30 pm. All Welcome.

Women & Children

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32: 
Breakfast for Women and children 8am-
9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for 
women and families.

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full break-
fast:  M-W-F continental breakfast for 
women and children. 454-9688

also see Wind in Youth Services for young 
adults

About SHA
The Sacramento Housing Allance 
is a network of  concerned 
citizens which promotes 
decent affordable housing for 
low income households  and 
homeless people through 
advocacy and participation in  
public discourse. 

The SHA does not
 itself provide or

 manage  housing.

You may call for info: 

(916) 455-4900
Individual Membership dues:
  Standard: $50;
  Low-income, Student: $10

Organizations: 
  $200 - $1,000
  Dues based on organization
  budget, please call to get
   estimate. 

Send donations to:
  Sacramento Housing Alliance
  1800 21st St. Suite 100
  Sacramento, CA  95814

Free Clothing

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. (at 
Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.       456-
1980

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Men:  M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women 
and Children: Wed. only. Call for appoint-
ment to go in at 11am, 1 or 1:30pm, or at-
tend Bible study at 9:15am and get clothing 
at 10am  447-3268

Medical

Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, chil-
dren: Nurse’s office in Friendship park 
7:30am & 12:30pm. 446-3345

Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway 
(Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am - 
12:30 pm  874-8300

Mental Health

Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Home-
less Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri., 
8-11:30am Tues 8-11:30am only.  Mental 
Health evaluation, medication if needed. 
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA 
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:           
443-6972

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.íAí St. Bld-
ing. A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to 
transitional living programs, independant 
living, mental health support services; SSI/
SSDI application assistance;          Walk-ins  
8-11am M-F 440-1500

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life 
problems. Referrels.  Next to Friendship 
Park gate. 699-1536

Youth Services

Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old.  Hot Line 
call 1-800-339-7177

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.  
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and 
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers; 
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M ñ F 
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to 
2pm. 443-8333

Crisis Intervention

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault and their chil-
dren. Referrals to court mandated battery 
intervention programs,  Safe house,  24 hr. 
crisis line: 920-2952

Sacramento Mental Health Center (Coun-
ty): 2150 Stockton Blvd (at T St.) 24hr. Will 
evaluate anyone for voluntarty  or  involun-
tary  psychiatric care due to danger to self 
or others. In-patient care facility, drop-in.  
732-3637

AIDS / HIV

AIDS Housing Alliance  provides residen-
tial care,  transitional housing & permanent 
housing services to homeless persons living 
with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.

CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Edu-
cation and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves 
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care, 
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and re-
gional prevention/ed classes.      443-3299

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach 
Program provides direct services to people  
living with AIDS and HIV.  Transportation to 
social services, medical appointments, job 
interviews, and housing assistance.  447-
2437

Harm Reduction Services: 3640 40th St.; 
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; case 
management for HIV; free medical clinic, 
needle exchange.  456-4849

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous test-
ing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.           874-
7720.

Legal Aid

Disability Rights, CA:  Free legal services 
for people with  disabilities. Call for appt. toll 
free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401 12th 
St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assistance 
and advocacy for problems related to home-
lessness. 446-0368

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc: 
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm, 
1pm-5pm. Problems  with  public benefits,    
landlord /  tenant,   divorce clinic. Call for 
appt. 551-2150

Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd 
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps, 
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.  736-
0616

Miscellaneous

Francis House: 1422 C st. 9:30-11:30 am 
M-W & 1-3 pm M-F: walk-in  or  referral 
providing resource counseling, advocacy, 
vouchers for IDs, Dvr Licenses, Birth Cer-
tificates, plus motel vouchers for qualified 
families.    443-2646

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am-
5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

Employment Development Department 
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-
F8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services. 
800-300-5616

Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-747-1222. 
Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725 28th St. 
916-874-2256

Social Security Office: 8351 Folsom Blvd 
(College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F 9am-4-
:30pm  381-9410: Natl line 1-800-772-1213

HOMELESS  RESOURCES

Infoline is now: 
211 Sacramento

Dial 211 
for tele-info & referral service   

Califorina Youth Crisis Line: 
1-800-843-5200

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

VA  Outreach:
 1-800-827-1000

Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547   
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