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The encampment of disenchanted young protesters in New York
City’s financial district has exposed growing anger around the
United States over rising inequality and a stubborn jobs crisis.
The Occupy Wall Street protest,
based at Liberty Plaza in down-

town Manhattan, has drawn comparisons to the U.S. auto workers
sit-down strikes of the 1930s, the
counter-culture rebellion of the
1960s, and the Arab Spring revolt against authoritarian governments. Protests have since spread
to more than two dozen major
cities, from Los Angeles, California to Atlanta, Georgia.

Stimulus
Housing

“This reflects a widespread anger that the economy only works
for the very few,” said Robert
Borosage, co-director the Campaign for America’s Future, a
Washington, D.C.-based strategy
centre for the progressive community. That anger is reflected
in two of the protesters’ slogans:
“The banks got bailed out, we got
sold out” and “We are the 99 percent.”
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Clearly, it is too early to judge
whether Occupy Wall Street will
be remembered as the spark that
created a social movement to roll
back decades of neo-liberal policies of deregulation, tax cuts and
reductions in public services. But
what’s undeniable is that the protest has struck a deep chord of
alienation in millions who have
been left behind during the country’s latest gilded age.

Photo Courtesy: REUTERS/Yuri Gripas

The protesters express outrage
that the government gave the

country’s top banks 787 billion
dollars in aid after the 2008 financial crisis while it has only
extended at best a limp helping
hand to the country’s struggling
poor and middle class. College
graduates find themselves stuck
with tens of thousands of dollars
in student loan debts and forced
to move back in with their parents, as they cannot find jobs.
In recent years, inequality in the
United States has deepened so
much that it compares with the
polarisation that existed before
the Great Depression about a
century ago. The top one percent takes home 21.9 percent of
the country’s pre-tax income and
controls 33.8 percent of the country’s wealth and 50.9 percent of
the nation’s stocks, bonds and
mutual funds, according to the
Washington, D.C.-based Institute
for Policy Studies.
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Arrested with Occupy Sacramento
by Tracie Rice-Bailey

SafeGround and SHOC Board member

On Saturday night, October 8, 2011, 14
people chose to occupy Cesar Chavez Park
in Downtown Sacramento. What is meant
by OCCUPY in this case was to stay in
the Park, after closing, in an attempt to exercise our 1st Amendment right to peacefully assemble.
But let me backtrack...... From Saturday
morning until that night Police stayed in
and around Cesar Chavez Park as the people were peacefully gathering. As more
people gathered, more police seemed
to appear. We marched together to the
Banks, chanting things like, “Banks got
bailed out - we got sold out!” - “Show me
what Democracy looks - This is what Democracy looks like!” - “We are the 99%”
- and the likes. The Police were with us
every step of the way, at every stop light,
they even waited while we sat outside the
Wells Fargo Bank. It seemed very odd to
me that such a peaceful demonstration

needed so much Police coverage.
At midnight, those of us who chose to
stay sat holding signs in the entrance of
the Park at the corner of 9th and J streets.
It wasn’t long before the police rolled up
with lights on, one on a bull-horn advising
us that we were unlawfully assembling,
they called it a Riot Zone and advised
us they would use bodily harm, chemical and other means necessary. They just
kept coming car after car, riot officer after
riot officer: 9th Street between I and J was
completely blocked off with their vehicles
- and there were plenty of vehicles. The
Riot Squad, in full gear with clubs in hand,
one holding a drawn weapon, circled the
group of 14 protesting Occupiers.
I watched as protesters were arrested, one
by one. It took three Officers for each arrest. It was intimidating sitting there, surrounded by the riot squad, police every-

Continued on Page 5

Portrait of a Protester. Photo Courtesy Tamie Dramer
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“It’s all gone... it’s still a huge shock”
The Housing Crisis isn’t just an American Problem

The Big Issue in Scotland
Paula Daly earned £50,000 a year before
the recession left her with nothing. She
is just one victim of a deepening crisis
pulling Britain’s middle class into homelessness. Adam Forrest talks to those at
the centre of the storm, as UK street paper The Big Issue starts its fight to keep
people in their homes.
Paula still has the tiny paper ticket that
defines her personal downturn, her own
ongoing financial crisis. Handed to her
one year ago in a council office, it looks
like the slip given out at the supermarket
deli counter - but alongside the string of
numbers is just one word: homelessness.
She keeps it in a frame as a memento.
Before her life took “a surreal turn”,
Paula was earning around £50,000 a year
as a communications and marketing consultant. She had also set up a boutique
clothes store, Mouse to Minx, but the
credit crunch forced her to shut her shop
in Bristol and run the business online.
By the beginning of 2009 the bank had
foreclosed on her business loan and her
government consultancy contracts had
almost completely dried up. Without
work she struggled with her mortgage
payments. In the summer, the bank
started repossession proceedings. By the
autumn Paula had lost her home. After
a year of relying on a friend to cover
deposits on rented accommodation, and
without any family to fall back on, aged
47, she descended to a low she never
imagined possible.
“I suppose people have an image of a
rough sleeper in a doorway,” she says.
“But I found myself, despite being an
accomplished professional, classed as a
rough sleeper with no fixed abode during
a very cold November. A very kind lady
let me sleep on a mattress in her attic that
winter.
“I had owned a beautiful home, worked
hard, hadn’t spent on cars and holidays.
The amount of hours I put in was unbelievable, and I was successful by my
own standards. And that’s all gone now
and nobody wants to know. It’s beyond
belief. To be honest, it’s still a huge
shock.”
Like many people experiencing repossession, Paula has been unable to find
a reputable letting agency willing to
overlook the blemishes on her credit history. Since the start of 2011 she has been
renting “a dump” of a flat in Bristol, in a
building in which she feels the need to
double-lock the door.
“It’s not the best of times,” she concedes.
“I feel like a crash-test dummy for a lot of
the country’s safety-net systems, which
I’ve found lacking. I’m utterly shocked
by the council’s lack of engagement with

repossession. When I was going through
that their approach was, ‘Well, let’s wait
until you’ve lost the house’. Emotionally,
I think I’ve been damaged by the whole
experience. It’s certainly going to haunt
me, at least until I can feel secure again
- and I don’t know when that’s going to
be. To not have somewhere that feels like
a home... I struggle to articulate the distress it causes.”
Paula’s is an anxiety being felt by many
people who are unaccustomed to hardship. Our generation has grown used to
the idea that property is the great wealth
creator. Instead, unemployment, repossession, cuts to housing benefit and the
rising costs of living mean people previously insulated from Britain’s housing
crisis are forced to worry about where
they will be sleeping by the time their
next bank statement arrives.
Last month’s report by the charity Crisis, co-authored by academics at York
and Heriot-Watt universities, warned
that middle-class homelessness would
be much more visible in the near future. There is already an alarming trend
toward what the charity calls ‘hidden’
homelessness - where whole families are
forced to stay with friends or squeeze
into one room, or take on more debt to
keep a roof over their heads. Crisis says
630,000 households across the country
are now overcrowded.
For some, the changes forced by the
downturn have been sudden and traumatic. Up until 2008, Lucy Cusack was
working as a highly-qualified A&E nurse,
while her husband, a building contractor,
was earning six figures annually from lucrative development in Ireland. “We had
a nice five-bedroom canal-side house in
Hertfordshire and a couple of flats we
rented out,” she recalls.
“I was driving a Mercedes and having a holiday once a month, living the
high life. When the Celtic Tiger economy broke down my husband was owed
money and the people who owed him
said lending had been withdrawn. As the
property market crashed our houses got
repossessed and sold for a lot less than
we bought them for.”
Following the breakdown of her marriage and the subsequent loss of her
home, Lucy attempted suicide and spent
a year recovering in emergency housing,
receiving 24-hour care and treatment.
For the past two years she has been living much more happily at a sheltered
flat in London managed by the homeless
charity St Mungo’s. She runs a gardening group in Camden and, having just
qualified as an acupuncturist, she wants
to start a social enterprise to look after
the health of the most vulnerable people
in society.
Although Lucy sounds remarkably posi-

tive, financial problems have refused to
disappear. She finally declared bankruptcy a few weeks ago. “At one point I
worked out I was £980,000 in debt,” she
explains. “I went bankrupt for a £300,000
shortfall. Funnily enough, I actually had
to save £500 because it costs that to declare yourself bankrupt. It is strange not
having credit and wondering how it’s going to affect the rest of my life. But at
the same time, it feels like a weight has
been lifted. I’ve seen quite a few heavies at the door telling me they want my
assets. That’s behind me. I’m not a debt
slave anymore.”
“Since recovering from my breakdown,
I’ve realized I was living the life everyone wanted me to live,” Lucy continues.
“Since I hit rock bottom, I’ve actually
been creating a new life - the one I want
to live. I was quite materialistic, so I suppose it’s a profound turnaround. I don’t
want to be marked by what I do for a
living, what I have. Now I want to be
known for who I am. I see friends with
mortgages and I’m not at all envious.”
The stories Paula and Lucy have to tell
are not exceptional. Many of the organizations providing emergency accommodation across the country have told The
Big Issue there is now a small but steady
flow of former professionals and families in dire need of help. In most cases
it is those who can no longer meet rent
demands in the private sector (recently
slashed housing benefit has not helped),
and find they cannot advance on long
council waiting lists for social housing.
Jenny Edwards, chief executive of homelessness umbrella body Homeless Link,
explains that people just about holding it
together independently for the past couple of years are now reaching rock bottom. “There is quite a long lag with people who have lost their job, who might
have redundancy pay, might have some
savings, or take out more loans, or call on
friends and relatives before they show up
as homeless statistics. That’s why we’re
seeing the beginning of it now, which is
why we have to be prepared and not act
shocked. I’m afraid it’d be a miracle if
we didn’t see more of it.”
In Cambridge, Brian Holman, manager
of the city’s Cyrenians charity, says
someone who used to take home a sixfigure salary had recently been staying
with them in sheltered accommodation.
“We’d never seen people like that before,” he explains. “We didn’t see the
impact of the downturn in 2008 and
2009, but we can see it’s really starting
to have an impact now. We have a few
from a background where, previously,
we’d have expected them to be able find
an alternative. We hope we can move
them on quickly because the advantage
they have is being better able to secure a
new job, even if it is very low-paid and
not the kind of job they would have se-

cured in the past. I’m sure it’s inevitable
we’ll see more of this because of cuts to
the housing allowance. There’s a lot of
pressure on people in private rents.”
There have also been substantial cuts to
the Supporting People grants given to
organizations that provide accommodation for homeless people since the coalition ended ring-fencing of the grants.
Some hostels are struggling to cope with
cuts of up to 60 per cent at a time when
greater numbers of people are knocking
at their door.
Two-thirds of homelessness organizations say there has been a rise in rough
sleeping in their area. And since council house building remains depressingly
sluggish, protecting people in the private-rental market is now more important than ever.
Some families are struggling to cope
even when they enjoy steady, if lowpaid, employment. Angie and Martin
Powell found themselves at a loss when
their landlord in Cornwall decided he
wanted the house they lived back for his
own children. Although Martin has been
working for many years in a Newquay
restaurant, he, Angie and their two
young children, Jack (13) and Thalia (8),
were forced to go into B&B for almost a
month back in 2007.
“It proved virtually impossible to find
anywhere we could afford and we’d already been on the council list for eight
years,” says Angie. “Two days before
we were to move out the council said,
‘You’re going to have to go into bed and
breakfast’. It was a bit of a shock - you
don’t want your kids to be living in a
B&B. We tried to make it as much of an
adventure for the kids as we could, but
they do understand now that it was the
time we were made homeless.”
Although the Powells have benefited
from an accommodation scheme run by
their local Chapter 1 charity, which provides a secure tenancy, Angie remains
puzzled and frustrated by Britain’s dysfunctional housing market.
“Rents are way out of proportion with
wages in Cornwall,” she explains. “Families like ours are priced out. We don’t
feel alone; lots of families are going
through it - I know it’s a huge problem.
You always think homelessness happens to other people but it can happen
to anybody. It is happening. When I used
to think of homeless people I’d think,
‘They brought it on themselves’. You go
through it and it changes how you think.
It’s given me a lot of empathy.”
www.streetnewsservice.org
The Big Issue in Scotland
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“Gilded Age”
While Wall Street titans have prospered, the middle class has experienced what Harvard economist
Richard Freeman describes as a
“lost decade” during the first 10
years of the 21st century.
The earnings of middle-class families began to stagnate in the 1970s.
But their income actually dropped
to an average of 49,445 dollars last
year from 53,164 dollars in 2000,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. During the century’s first decade, net job creation was zero, the
worst on record. Young workers
no longer count on finding a longterm job with a traditional pension,
employer-provided pension and
decent salary.
At 14 million, the number of unemployed people is about the same
as during the Great Depression.
The official unemployment rate is
9.1 percent, but the number of unemployed roughly doubles once it
includes people not actively looking for work and part-time workers
who want full-time jobs. The unemployment rate of young adults
with only a high school degree
has averaged 21.6 percent over the
past year. For college graduates
under 25 years old, the rate is 9.6
percent.
At Liberty Plaza, Gillian Cipriano,
23, complained about being unable
to find a job after earning her nursing degree less than a year ago.
Austere government policies are
causing public and private hospitals to cut services and reduce hiring, said Cipriano, who lives with
her parents in Staten Island, one of
the city’s five boroughs.
Cipriano said friends are working
in non-professional jobs in public
schools because they can’t find
teaching positions.
“If the government had used the
bail-out money for the people instead of the banks, they would be
able to hire teachers, fund public
hospitals and pay for police and
firefighters,” Cipriano said.
Borosage said Occupy Wall Street
reflects a nationwide backlash that
started with the fight against conservative Gov. Scott Walker’s attack on unions in Wisconsin, where
public employees were stripped of
their collective bargaining rights.
A groundswell of opposition developed there and in other states
where Republican governors are
rolling back union protections and
benefits as they deal with deficits.

continued from page 1

Occupy Wall Street received a
major boost when several powerful unions decided to back the
budding uprising. Tens of thousands union members and other
sympathisers demonstrated Oct.
5 in Foley Square near a federal
courthouse in downtown Manhattan and marched about a mile to
Liberty Plaza.
The Occupy Wall Street protesters,
including the 100 to 200 who sleep
there and hundreds more present
during the day, have been at Liberty Plaza since Sept. 17. A smaller group, inspired by a call for a
revolt by the Canadian magazine
Adbuster, moved there after police
evicted them when they pitched
tents on Wall Street.
At first, the protesters received
little attention and even ridicule
from the mainstream media. But
the protesters captured national attention - and the heart of the country’s left - after the police peppersprayed some young women. The
arrest of 700 demonstrators on the
Brooklyn Bridge on Oct. 1 led to
more interest and further energised
the group.
Videos of both incidents wound up
on YouTube, serving as organising
tools for the tech-savvy protesters,
who like the activists of the uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt, used
their smart phones to rally support.
Where will this go?
Occupy Wall Street protesters say
they don’t intend to let up, though
they acknowledge that cold weather or a police eviction may eventually force them to leave the park.
For now, they remain in their
makeshift city. They hold two general assembles each day in which
decisions are made by consensus,
not by voting. They have set up an
Internet account that allows supporters from around the world to
make donations and pay for pizzas
from nearby restaurants. A generator powers the laptops in the media
Center. There is a library, sleeping
area and health-care zone. Recently, the group published The Occupied Wall Street Journal.
“It’s hard to say what this will look
like down the road,” said Mark
Bray, a 29-year-old graduate student who is studying for a doctorate in European history. “We are
trying to envision a better way, a
better democracy in practice. The
most important thing is the model

of our movement, which is participatory and inclusive.”

Stimulus Dollars Successfully
House 1 Million People
Experiencing Homelessness

Profile of a Young Protester

Street Sense - USA

Matt Parica, 17, has been part of
Occupy Wall Street since the first
day of the protest, Sep. 17. The
17-year-old college student travels back and forth between Liberty
Plaza in Manhattan’s financial district and his home in Maywood,
N.J., where he lives with his parents. He is juggling his political
activism with his music studies at
Bergen Community College.

After seven months of moving from couch to couch, William
Wheeler finally realized that he did not have a safe place for his
two school-age daughters to stay when they came to visit him.
“They don’t live with me, but I do get them every weekend. At
least I try,” said Wheeler. “Not having a stable place for them
to come and comfortably enjoy themselves -- that is my biggest
issue.” Wheeler is one of a million Americans who has received
aid from the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-housing
Program (HPRP) since its formation in 2009.

“I have been waiting for years
for something like this to happen
where people are finally standing up to greed,” said Parica, who
was accompanied by his girlfriend
Mariel Moshiri, also a student at
Bergen Community College.
Both students share the outrage
common among protestors that
the U.S. political system is corrupt
and serves the interests of 21st
robber barons who have become
fabulously wealthy by speculating
with other people’s money.
“The people with all the money
just want to keep the money,”
Porica said. “The people who have
all the power want to keep all the
power. You can’t have that.”
As he talked about belief that the
system is rigged against working
people and the poor, Parica held
a guitar with a sticker that said,
“This machine kills banker.” He
explained that the sticker was a
play on “This message kills fascists,” a slogan of folk singer
Woody Guthrie (1912-1967).
Parica expressed his concern about
the growth of the financial sector
in the U.S. economy as globalization and the export of jobs overseas continues to cause the erosion
of manufacturing. “The people on
Wall Street make money by trading,” not producing, he said.
“A lot of people here are here because they are poor,” Moshiri said
as she gestured to the hundreds of
people in the park on a recent afternoon. “They have no hope.”
“The American Dream is dead,”
Parica said. “We are the first generation that can’t expect to be better off than their parents.”
www.streetnewsservice.org / IPS

Under the Obama administration’s American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), HPRP has provided $1.5 billion dollars
to local communities to help struggling families keep a current
home or find affordable housing. To put this sum in context,
spending $1.5 billion to save a million people from homelessness averages out to about $1,500 per person.
Ashley Gammon, a representative of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), explained that many
of the program’s beneficiaries are struggling homeowners who
exhausted all their resources and were on the verge of homelessness when they sought assistance from HPRP. About a quarter
of the people served were already on the street or relying on
emergency shelters when they entered the program.
Along with help finding housing, HPRP provides access to employment specialists for participants looking for a job.
After a participant receives a callback, the employment specialist will work with the participant to prepare him or her for the
interview, according to Wheeler.
“She makes you feel confident and good about yourself,” said
Wheeler. “Your situation isn’t the prettiest when you are dealing
with them, because you are homeless, you are unemployed.”
Wheeler had been in the program for less than a month when he
saw results. Coming off of a year and a half without any callbacks from jobs, HPRP helped him arrange to go back to work
towing. He also has an appointment set up at Macy’s to interview for a second job.
Out of all the people helped, “the latest data shows that fully 94
percent of people assisted by HPRP successfully found permanent housing-and nearly two out of every three of them were
homeless for less than a month,” said HUD Secretary Shaun
Donovan in his prepared remarks for a September, 2011, press
conference.
In addition to the report about the million Americans they have
helped this year, HUD announced that it was awarding $1.6 billion in grants from the Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance
Program to a number of housing facilities, and $216 million to
new homelessness facilities, according to Gammon.
Robert Rector, senior research fellow at the Heritage Foundation, a well-known conservative think tank, believes that the fact
that homelessness did not dramatically increase in the face of
the current recession is a success story for the Obama administration, but it is only one battle in the ongoing fight against
homelessness.
“Part of what they did there is an accelerated movement out. If
you look at the data, I think they moved some long term homeless out of the shelters and into transitional housing. So I think
the program seems to have worked pretty well,” said Rector.
According to Rector, when the recession eventually ends, America will still need to address the issue of why people are poor.
He suggested that instead of cutting programs that provide aid,
those programs should be refined to prevent homelessness in the
future.
www.streetnewsservice.org
Street Sense - USA
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J U B I L E E

Safe Ground Jubilee, held September 14, was a great success. With over
400 attendees, mostly homeless, the afternoon, into the evening featured
homeless service providers and other organizational tables, powerful
speakers, great music, dancing, food (provided by Food Not Bombs),
and great solidarity and inspiration.
What
do we want? SafeGround!
When do we want it? NOW!

One of the resources at the Jubilee was a maiden voyage of
the new Wheels to Work van, provided by Paratransit, Sacramento Housing Alliance and Women’s Empowerment. The
new program provides counselors and internet workstations
which will help homeless and low income individuals access employment opportunities. The program hired formerly
homeless individuals to drive and provide peer mentoring.

By the
time the weather
changes we will have a place
that you can call your own
for this winter.
Awesome!

Above: March from Loaves &
Fishes to Cesar Chavez Park
and the Safe Ground Jubilee

Me, too

Left: Tracie Rice-Bailey, the
event’s EmCee, with
Sacramento City
Councilmembers Angelique
Ashby and Jay Shenirer.
Mayor Kevin Johnson spoke
in support of Safe Ground later
on in the program.

..End homeless, and
do it now. And the only
way that’s going to happen
is by you standing up, fight
for your rights.....Keep on
keepin on!

Below:
Pinky and the Blind Resistance

Tim Brown recently retired from Sacramento Steps Forward
where he served as Executive Director since its beginning.
Before that he was the Executive Director of Loaves &
Fishes. He’s been a homeless advocate since 1985 and was
cofounder of Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee. He’s a special SHOC hero and has made great strides
towards ending homelessness in Sacramento. During the
month of October he was receiving a new award by a different group or recipient of a goodbye party at least twice a
week, so I named it “Tim Brown month”. He’s leaving us
for the sunny shores of Baja California where he and his
wife have built a home.
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Facing the storm ahead:
What will it take to end homelessness?
By Bob Erlenbusch, Executive Director of
Sacramento Housing Alliance
As winter rapidly approaches, the community should be gravely concerned about the
gathering “perfect storm” that looms on the
homeless and affordable housing horizon.
Despite the $150,000 for Winter Shelter
recently allocated by the County Board of
Supervisors (that hopefully the City of Sacramento will also match) Sacramento has
dedicated nearly three-quarters of a million
dollars less in public funds to sheltering the
homeless from nearly a decade ago. Not
only are we doing less with less for homeless adults, families, children, seniors and
people with disabilities to keep them dry
and warm during the winter, we do so from
a crisis mentality. We know every year
when it is going to start raining, yet each
year the planning is delayed by more uncertainty about funding.

Costa Mantis Films Presents a Benefit for Safe Ground Sacramento
It all began in tent city, Sacramento. Forced out by politics and police, a small group of
homeless people banded together - called “safeground” - to fight for the right to have
a place to sleep. Thirty months later, they still have no place to go.
Award-winning filmmaker Costa Mantis tells the stories of their struggles in a compelling miniseries, Searching For Safe Ground. Suggested donation is $5. Tickets will be
for sale at the door. Q&A afterwards with the filmmaker and SafeGround leaders.
Contact: www.costamantisfilms.com, costa_mantis@yahoo.com, 703.728.6800 SafeGroundSac.org, Steve Watters 916.769.8877

But, it appears that we do not discriminate
by seasons. Overlay this winter nightmare
with the harsh reality that we have not yet
started planning for the 5th annual 2012
Homeless Connect spring event that helps
over 1,000 homeless people annually with
a broad array of services and engages over
400 community volunteers. The message we
are sending to homeless people in our com-

I stood up as three officers approached. (I was the 14th
of 14 to be arrested that night.) The female officer read
to me what I call the riot act, which consists of them
informing you that should you go limp, they would in no
way pick you up or carry you, rather they would first go
for pressure points. After that, they would use whatever
force necessary to arrest you, but again, they would not
pick you up or carry you at all. Then they asked would
you please stand and allow them to arrest you. Of course
the answer was a yes, as it was in all the arrests before
mine.
I was cuffed and taken to the temporary police office on
9th Street. This was created by lining police vehicles on
either side of the street while blocking the entrance at I
Street. There were at least 2 paddy wagons in the middle

These events are mere storm warnings compared to the tsunami that awaits our community once the wonderful affordable housing project, 7th and H is opened. There is
no affordable housing “in the pipeline” after
this project. No sticks, no bricks, no mortar
- no hope.
The perfect storm is brewing and soon we
will be in the eye of the storm. It may feel
calm, but we should not be soothed to inaction by still winds. We must begin now
to be proactive, to really move forward as
a community that galvanizes political will
and the new leadership of Sacramento Steps
Forward, and engage homeless people as
equal partners rather than criminalizing
people for being homeless.
Sacramento is well known for its famous
Tower Bridge. For November, 2012, let’s
start now to effectively plan for a City and
County “rainy day fund” and help create a
bridge to the future, one that is filled with
hope and not a tarnished, faded one that
goes nowhere. Please join the Sacramento
Housing Alliance as we call on our elected
officials to get real about ending and preventing homeless.

The County’s allocation of $150,000 for winter sheltar only came after a concerted advocacy campaign lead by Sacramento Housing Alliance and Loaves & Fishes, and emails to
the Board of Supervisors from 300 community members. The funds will be shared between
Volunteers of America and Sacramento Area Emergency Housing to provide shelter for
families. The Winter Sanctuary program begins around November 20 to provide sanctuary
to 100 single homeless adults every night at participating churches, synagogues, mosques
or other community facilities on a rotating basis.

Occupy Sacramento
where. We gathered encouragement and support from
other 99%ers who were chanting from outside the Park,
and making sure we had video coverage of the entire
event. This helped a lot more than I can imagine.

munity -- winter, spring, summer or fall-we are moving backwards, not forwards, in
ending and preventing homelessness.

continued from Page 1

of the street, there were CSI vans too. It was amazing,
again I thought of the excessive misuse of resources
when the budget is so badly broken. We were booked
in the street, one by one, photos taken by Polaroid, each
with a number at the bottom.. They then took us in a van
to the County Jail which is on 7th and I Streets, only
three blocks from where we were Occupying.
The jail was incredible. Officers were certainly letting
us know how much we were costing the system, blaming the protesters rather than our City Officials for this
incredible waste of resources.
We went through the process handcuffed, taking off our
shoes and socks one at a time and passing them back to
be examined. They made me take out my dentures to be
sure I had nothing under them. My pockets and jacket
were examined yet again. We went to see a medical person to be checked, so I told her I would need medication
in the morning. We were put into a holding cell with two

Continued on Page 7

Cindy Sheehan and Tracie Rice-Bailey
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Unintelligent Design
www.chongonation.com

by the homeless science writer,

Chongo
My previous article reported on what is
a monumental event in the history of science, namely, the creation of a wholly
new species in nature, one never before
seen on Planet Earth, and most notably,
one created by purely artificial means;
the enormously complex and original
genetic arrangement (code) for the new
species wholly designed by a computer
program. This article concerns not this
new life form, but instead, two of the reactions that I encountered from readers
responding to the article.
Each of the responses fully surprised
me. I felt that I should share them because they strike me as representative of
a type of thinking currently underlying
much of this country’s attitude toward
science, and no doubt, embody why this
country’s present role as a leader in science and technology is certain to diminish, perhaps drastically, in the very near
future to come.
The first surprising reaction that I encountered regarding last edition’s article
was a question from a staunch, “young
earth” creationist who believes that the
world, indeed that the entire universe,
is in the neighborhood of six thousand
or so years old. As the preceding article
reported, nearly a half of all Americans
agree with this individual. Yes, it is true.
This person is not alone. Most amazingly, nearly half of the population of this
country embraces a ‘young earth’ (as has
also at least one prime minister of the
country of Australia), which is to say,
that an enormous segment of the country
believe that the earth -- and correspondingly, the rest of the universe along with
it -- are less than ten thousand years old.
Because we live in a democracy, this
number (the fraction, “nearly one half,”
not the integer, “ten thousand”) should
both serve to astound and frighten anyone with any stake in tomorrow.
This first question that a reader posed
was to point out a glaring omission that I
had made in the article, namely, failing to
mention the specifics about the new species that had been “synthesized”. (I did
not even include its name.) I guess that
I was so overwhelmed by what science
had accomplished --- commandeering
evolution to the point of designing an entire gene sequence of a new species from
just four jars of inanimate chemicals -that the specific details of this first ever
life form for its kind did not command
my attention adequately. Moreover, the
fact that four nonliving chemicals could
be “animated” irrefutably demonstrates
that life is fundamentally a “shape” (albeit an ever changing one) rather than a
“substance,” the latter being what I am
led to conclude many, if not what most,
believe.

Needless to say, creating life artificially
starkly demonstrates the human capacity, by scientific means alone, to introduce wholly new living systems into
the world which would probably never
have come about through the natural
means of evolution, and thereby introduce altogether ‘new’ (novel) information into a universe that otherwise would
exclude it. Likewise, it irrevocable demonstrates that creating a new species is
not the exclusive realm of a “creator”
endowed with such powers, but that
natural processes alone, human invention among these processes, can do the
very same thing, and do so without the
use -- or need -- of any supernatural or
extra-natural agent. This flatly contradicts and hence obviates any “need” for
an intelligent agent in creating new species; though it does demonstrate in the
clearest physical terms possible, that an
intelligent agent (like a human) armed
with the right tools (like an appropriately programmed computer) can indeed
intelligently design life. And, if human
can do it, that is, turn inanimate material
into living systems, given the enormous
size of universe’s laboratory, the temporal durations allowed, and the vast number of possibilities considered (by virtue
of the choices LACKING intelligence:
evolution is an example of UNintelligent
design), then surely can nature do it also,
spectacularly, by the same purely natural means as we use in our ‘intelligent’
design of artificial life. The spectacular
power of unintelligent design is demonstrated by the fact that it just may have
yielded the design that might itself ultimately design the machinery that gives
the necessary push or pull to an asteroid
that would otherwise end three and a half
billion years of biological evolution.
If artificial life is interpreted as being
substantiation for Darwin’s Theory of
Evolution, then, logically, this leads to it
being a contradiction to the idea that life
was intelligently designed originally in
nature, since Darwin’s Theory of Evolution contradicts any such idea. It is this
point, that intelligent design by a human
contradicts the possibility for intelligent
design in the ordinary origin of species,
that must have prompted the question of
including specific details for the organism created artificially: the intelligent
design of life created artificially would
“prove” that nature’s life forms could be
designed unintelligently (which is what
evolution is, design without foresight). It
is irony that artificially created but intelligently designed life would demonstrate
the validity of the principles underlying
its antithesis, unintelligent design, otherwise known as the Theory of Evolution.
So, for the sake of anyone else who may
themselves have wondered exactly what
kind of new life form it was that science created artificially (see links to the
story and video below), this new species
is presumably a single celled organism,

appearing as a green, translucent, gelatin coating the bottom of a small, glass
dish; in appearance, nothing particularly
notable in the least. Even according to its
developer, J. Craig Venter, it is capable
simply of growing and reproducing, and
little else.
The second question made with respect
to creating life artificially came from an
unexpected source, a well educated individual, familiar with biology, and who
undoubtedly embraces evolution, yet still
wishes to incorporate the divine into the
natural processes of life. The question,
or perhaps I should say instead, the point
that this person made was that creating
life artificially leaves said life “without
a soul.”
In the face of the enormous mountain of
evidence supporting evolution, one can
exclude the divine from the mechanics
of species creation itself. This leaves
only a single avenue for incorporating
the divine into life: distinguishing artificially created life from “real” life by
the presence or absence of unobservable
phenomena, like for example, the untestable presence or absence of a “soul.”
That is to say, that depending upon how
the chemistry was accomplished determines whether a “soul” will be present
or absent in an organism. The exclusion
of a soul excludes said organism from
moral considerations, allowing exploitation of any artificially engineered anything, through assertion alone, which has
nothing to do with science.
This kind of thinking is not new at all,
especially in religion, especially in the
Abrahamic religions. It is an assertion
that allows the “righteous,” by virtue
of having a soul, to visit any evil upon
those, according to the “soul-bearers,”
who lack said righteous soul. Throughout history, this idea has provided justification for the powerful to take from and
enslave those who are not, or empower
those who are not to be so. Indeed, even
in present day America, this notion enjoys
strong support, given that nearly half of
all Americans believe that the earth has
been around for less than ten thousand
years and so must believe in the soul that
the creation account includes.
It is illegal to teach any form of creationism as science in public schools, even if
it is renamed Intelligent Design. There is
a good reason for this policy. Creationism has no basis in observation, and so
is no form of science in any way. To the
contrary, creation is flatly based on a belief in mere assertion alone, which is the
substance of its doctrine; and the assertion of doctrine is NEVER science.
The founders of this country built the
separation of church and state into our
Constitution. They were aware of what
religious doctrine does: organize one
people (the faithful) against another (the

nonbelievers). Luckily this country, at
least for the moment, maintains separation of church and state despite so many
Americans wishing otherwise. Luckily,
at least for now, the court accepts scientific evidence over any religions testimonial, and in so doing, upholds that particular constitutional cornerstone of what
remains of a free nation. It will cease to
do so should enough people forget how
important science is in enriching the
living experience, attributing science’s
miracles to religious sources, at the expense of the very thing that provided the
very technology that allows religious enterprise to command such power in the
world.
Though they may claim otherwise, purporting to promote science, no institution promoting creationism exists for the
sake of promoting any kind of real and
genuine science. To the contrary, these
institutions exist to encumber scientific
advancement, and in no small part, are
leading to the decline of a nation that
should stand as the best hope for the future: our country now produces far fewer
scientists than it did in recent history. As
a consequence, Americans are much less
educated than in the recent past. That is
to say, our teachers themselves are now
less educated so that fewer of them understand evolution as did before. For
those who embrace creationism, perhaps
this is cause for rejoicing. However,
there is hardly a more certain way to hasten the decline of this country, than by
the promotion of teaching creationism as
science.
To see the YouTube presentation on the
subject of this article, the first artificially
created species ever, simply log into the
following and play: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=IyAOepIU6uo&NR=1&f
eature=fvwp) ...OR, log into www.chongonation.com, click on “Free Education” from the top of the home page and
search for “Synthesizing Life,” under the
section on the Theory of Evolution.
(Videos pertinent to the subject of this article
can be seen by clicking on “Education” from
the http://www.chongonation.com home
page. Some browsers, like Internet Explorer,
for example, will not work. Google Chrome
or Firefox will. The text is from no science
book that Chongo has ever written. However,
to see the books that Chongo has written on
nature in collaboration with Jose, go to the
web site www.chongonation.com. Chongonation.com is a web site dedicated to educating
those who have least opportunity for learning the scientific foundations that describe
nature more accurately than any other body
of ideas ever conceived. Chongonation.com
provides books that allow such opportunity,
in lay terms, and most significantly, without
any math whatsoever. Simply go to the www.
chongonation.com home page and click on
either ‘Books on Nature’ [Conceptual Physics] or ‘Products & Prices’ to see what is
available.)
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Occupy Sacramento

continued from page 5

phones on the wall where we could make calls out, but
none in. This room was pretty clean - though I didn’t
care for the open stainless steel toilet.
From the holding room, we were taken and fingerprinted
then taken to the nastiest room I had seen in ages. Toilet
paper and empty rolls on the floor, filthy sink. On the
sink was an open milk carton with a half eaten peanut
butter sandwich. Stuffed behind it, there was an empty
tube of something as well. On the floor there were full
and partly eaten sandwiches with open and un-opened
milk cartons, as well as dirty jail clothes and shoes. The
floor was cement and it was cold to try to rest on. There
are only a few benches and not much room to sit for all
the ladies who were waiting to be released. In the morning, I was with the first group to be released, and was
thankful to be free again.
On Saturday, October 15, 2011, the entire world joined
in the Occupations of the many Cities nationwide. This
day would bring my 2nd arrest for the movement. Getting arrested for a good cause is a good thing, and I am
proud to say that we were arrested with Cindy Sheehan.

Occupy Sacramento Gathering at Cesar Chavez Park.

Occupy Sacramento began its occupation in Cesar
Chavez Park (10th & J Streets, downtown Sacramento) on October 6 in solidarity with the Occupy
Wall Street movement.

I was in and out of the Park for the day, and had decided that I had to volunteer to make a difference for
this movement. After all, this was World Occupy Day
- the beginning of World-wide participation in a movement that is not going away any too soon. There was
a march to the Capitol with a sit-in of around 1,000
participants.

SafeGround Sacramento’s board voted to stand in
solidarity with Occupy Sacramento. SHOC and
Safe Ground have had tables at the occupation and
members have participated in activities.

March to the Capitol, Saturday 10/15

But her spirits were incredibly high, all things considered.

Rally & Sit-in at Capitol, Saturday 10/15

Cindy Sheehan arrived around 1:30 or so, she spoke to
an attentive crowd. I was excited to hear her speak and
to know that she stood with us. The speech is posted all
over facebook for those of you who want to hear it.
There was much going on at Occupy Sacramento at
Cesar Chavez Park during the day, as everyday. There
are rallies, marches, teach-ins, (with professional volunteers), music and the arts, food, and on and on. Most
food is donated and the classes are free. This is how it
should be.
Again, I left the park for a while. I returned to the park
around 8:30 or 9:00. There were a few meetings, mostly
about clean-up and the like. There were meetings about
the risk of arrest and what to expect.
Saturday night the clock struck 12 and all bets were
off - again.
Things happened same as last time, only this time 10th
Street was blocked off and used for a booking office.
We were hauled off to jail once again. One 65 year old
woman got arrested for the first time in her life and her
wrists were bruised the next day from the handcuffs.

Photo Courtesy Tamie Dramer

Like I said, things went as before, midnight struck, the
riot squad surrounded the protesters, we were arrested
one by one, taken to the County jail, pictures taken, fingerprinted, held and released. The difference here was
that Cindy Sheehan sat with us and she was the last person arrested, her first arrest in California. She said our
jail was the worst she has ever been in. We all had to
agree it was pretty bad. The release tank was unsanitary
and plain filthy with toilet paper, food, dirty clothes and
trash on the floor. We were all glad to be released in the
morning - freedom is a beautiful thing and our City is
trying to deny us our Constitutional freedoms.
Can anyone besides me see the blatant waste of resources here? Spending thousands of tax dollars arresting and releasing folks, in an economy that is riddled
with recent budget cuts and falling apart at the seams,
simply to stop concerned citizens from organizing and
participating in true democracy.
On the following Tuesday, October 18, 2011, Occupy
Sacramento and their supporters showed up at City Hall
in force yet again. Occupy Sacramento was on the agenda, and was the last thing on the agenda. The Council
Chambers were filled to capacity, folks stood outside
waiting to get a seat. Over forty protesters spoke to the
Council. In the end, the Council decided to talk about
this at another time. Needless to say, there was another
mass arrest after the fruitless Council meeting. I wanted
to risk arrest yet again, but my broken body would not
allow. I live in intense pain these days and the pain was
such that I could not risk being hurt more by the handcuffs and the cold cement floor of the jail this time.

As long as it lasts, if you want to get involved,
just go to the park and read the schedule of events.
Currently, General Assemblies are at 5:30 pm every
day and are very interesting to attend to see what
direct and real democracy looks like.

From All of Us
to All of You
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Yes!

I want to see HOMEWARD,

a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento.
Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription.
Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

15.6

Office Use Only
Received

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
and mail to: PO Box 952 Sacramento, CA 95812

HOMELESS RESOURCES

clip & mail coupon

Night Shelters

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Dinner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays at
1PM. 442-0331
St. John’s Shelter: Women and Children.
4410 Power Inn Rd. Call between 10am &
3pm for space availability. 453-1482
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority.
7:30pm Chapel Service with meal afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents. Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to
all homeless men: 447-3268
SAEHC, Sacramento Area Emergency
Housing Center: 4516 Parker Ave. 24 hrs:
Family Shelter: Families, single adults
with children who have no other resource:
Womenís Refuge, single women, no children: Call for screening/space availability
455-2160

Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many
services

Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church
service 7:00pm required, dinner following
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch
at noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on
Sundays .
Women’s Civic Improvement Center: Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30
lunch M-F 452-2866
Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays,
8-11 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing
Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sunday 1:30 pm. All Welcome.
Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5
pm All Welcome.

Women & Children
Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32:
Breakfast for Women and children 8am9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for
women and families.
Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast: M-W-F continental breakfast for
women and children. 454-9688

also see Wind in Youth Services for young
adults

Free Clothing
Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. (at
Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.
456-1980
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women
and Children: Wed. only. Call for appointment to go in at 11am, 1 or 1:30pm, or attend Bible study at 9:15am and get clothing
at 10am 447-3268

Medical
Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children:
Next to Fire Station on N. C St. 7:30am &
12:30pm. 446-3345
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway
(Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am 12:30 pm 874-8300

Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri.,
8-11:30am Tues 8-11:30am only. Mental
Health evaluation, medication if needed.
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
443-6972
TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N. “A” St.
Blding.-A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to
transitional living programs, independant
living, mental health support services; SSI/
SSDI application assistance;
Walk-ins
8-11am M-F 440-1500
Genesis: Professional Counseling for life
problems. Referrels. Next to Friendship
Park gate. 699-1536

Youth Services
Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old. Hot Line
call 1-800-339-7177
Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers;
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M-F
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to
2pm. 443-8333

Crisis Intervention
WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault and their children. Referrals to court mandated battery
intervention programs, Safe house, 24 hr.
crisis line: 920-2952
Sacramento Mental Health Center (County): 2150 Stockton Blvd 24hr. Will evaluate
anyone for voluntarty or involuntary psychiatric care due to danger to self or others.
In-patient care facility, drop-in. 732-3637

AIDS / HIV

AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent
housing services to homeless persons living
with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Education and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care,
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and regional prevention/ed classes. 443-3299
Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach
Program provides direct services to people
living with AIDS and HIV. Transportation to
social services, medical appointments, job
interviews, and housing assistance. 4472437
Harm Reduction Services: 3640 40th St.;
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; case
management for HIV; free medical clinic,
needle exchange. 456-4849
Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt. 874-7720.

Legal Aid
Disability Rights, CA: Free legal services
for people with disabilities. Call for appt. toll
free: TTY:(800)776-5746
Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401 12th
St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assistance
and advocacy for problems related to homelessness. 446-0368
Legal Services of Northern California, Inc:
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm,
1pm-5pm. Problems with public benefits,
landlord / tenant, divorce clinic. Call for
appt. 551-2150
Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps,
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.
736-0616
Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer
Free Consultation (916) 658-1880

Miscellaneous
Francis House: 1422 C st. 9:30-11:30 am
M-W & 1-3 pm M-F: walk-in or referral
providing resource counseling, advocacy,
vouchers for IDs, Dvr Licenses, Birth Certificates, plus motel vouchers for qualified
families. 443-2646
Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072
Employment Development Department
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-F
8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services.
800-300-5616
Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-747-1222.
Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725 28th St.
916-874-2256

About SHA
The Sacramento Housing Allance
is a network of concerned
citizens
which
promotes
decent affordable housing for
low income households and
homeless
people
through
advocacy and participation in
public discourse.

The SHA does not
itself provide or
manage housing.
You may call for info:

(916) 455-4900

Individual Membership dues:
Standard: $50;
Low-income, Student: $10

Organizations:

$200 - $1,000
Dues based on organization
budget, please call to get
estimate.

Send donations to:

Sacramento Housing Alliance
1800 21st St. Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95814

Jobs Wanted
Give hope and happiness.
Give a job, such as
moving or yard work, to a
homeless worker.

Call Loaves & Fishes
job phone at 832-5510
Or mail to:

Loaves & Fishes
Jobs for Homeless
PO Box 2161
Sac, CA 95812

Social Security Office: 8351 Folsom
Blvd (East of College Greens Lite-rail
stop) M-F 9am-4:30pm 381-9410: Natl
line 1-800-772-1213
Infoline is now:
211 Sacramento

Dial 211

for tele-info & referral service
Califorina Youth Crisis Line:

1-800-843-5200
Health Rights Hotline:

551-2100

Welcome to

Homeward:

Please help us make a differance!
Homeward Street
Journal has been publishing since 1997 as a
non-profit project of the
Sacramento Homeless
Organizing Committee,
which is a member of the Sacramento
Housing Alliance. The paper’s mission is
to alleviate miscommunication between
communities by educating the public about
housing and poverty issues, and by giving
homeless people a voice in the public forum. Homeward also informs homeless
persons of shelter and occupational assistance, and acts as a creative self-help
opportunity for those individuals who wish
to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward are
those of the authors, and not necessarily
the Sacramento Housing Alliance or SHOC
or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy
We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other writing
can be submitted at our office in Friendship
Park, or mailed to the address below.
All writing submitted for publication will be
edited as necessary, with due respect for
the author’s intent. The editors will attempt
to consult with an author if changes are
necessary, however, the paper will go to
print with the story as edited if the author
is unavailable.
All Letters to the Editor must be signed to
be published. If the writer wishes to remain
anonymous s/he should so state, but the
letter must still be signed .
Poetry and graphics will not be edited, either the paper will publish the submission
or not.
In submitting articles to the paper, authors
give their permission to print their submissions in accordance with the above stipulations, as well as possible reprinting in
NASNA member papers, with due byline.
Any requests for stories outside the above
three will be referred to the author.
Subscriptions are available with a $15
contribution. Make checks out to SHOC
(Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee).
Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with the
Homeward Street Journal in any way.
Participants with the paper are not allowed to solicit for donations, nor make
any reference regarding the relationship between Loaves & Fishes and this
newspaper whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
PO Box 952
Sacramento, CA 95812
The paper may be reached at:

(916) 442-2156
VA Outreach:

1-800-827-1000
Homeless VA Coordinator:

(916) 364-6547

The paper may also be
E-mailed at

Homeward2@yahoo.com
On the web at:
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

