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In Foreclosures, Occupy Groups See a Unifying Cause
Reuters
Fighting foreclosures and evictions, activists
say, gives the disparate movement a unifying
focus and embodies its anti-Wall Street message. It also has offered a way for Occupy
- up till now a largely white, middle-class
movement - to broaden its reach to minorities.

you how many times I’ve cried and cried.”

lower and middle classes.

What happened in Miami is also occurring in Cincinnati, Los Angeles and Minneapolis, as local
Occupy groups pursue an issue they believe has
emotional resonance among America’s struggling

Fighting foreclosures and evictions, activists say,
gives the disparate movement a unifying focus

Continued Page 3

Mercedes Robinson-Duvallon turned 83 in
February, but there was little time for celebration.
On her birthday, as she sat in a wheelchair
recovering from surgery, sheriffs’ deputies
arrived to evict her from the Miami home
where she has lived since 1966. A year earlier her property had moved into foreclosure
after she defaulted on a refinanced loan.
Robinson-Duvallon says she would be homeless now but for the intervention of about 40
members of Occupy Fort Lauderdale, a Florida

branch of the national movement that is protesting
income inequality and corporate greed. The group
took over her lawn and house and even baked her
a birthday cake.
The deputies decided to let her stay.
“I owe the Occupy people,” said Robinson-Duvallon, who is now challenging the eviction in
court. “This has all been so horrible, I can’t tell

Foreclosure signs by Occupy Cincinnati hang from doors in the East Price Hill neighborhood during a protest
march in Cincinnati, Ohio, March 24, 2012. Photo: REUTERS/John Sommers II

US Court Restores Social Security Benefits for Thousands
National Senior Citizens
Law Center
As many as 140,000 Americans nationwide
will get their Social Security or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits restored as
a result of an order issued by Judge Sidney H.
Stein in a federal court in Manhattan on April
13, 2012. The benefits in question date back
to October 2006 and may total $1 billion.
The order is the culmination of more than
five years of litigation in Clark v. Astrue
- Docket No. 06-15521 (S.D.N.Y.) - a case
brought against the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) challenging its practice of
relying exclusively on outstanding probation
and parole warrants as sufficient evidence

that individuals are in fact violating a condition of probation or parole as a basis for
denying them benefits. Rather than check the
facts of a case, SSA merely matched warrant
databases against its records. When it found
a probation or parole warrant in the name of
someone who was receiving benefits, SSA
checked with law enforcement and, if the law
enforcement agency was not actively pursuing the individual, SSA would cut off that individual’s benefits.
In March 2010, the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit ruled that the agency’s
practice of relying solely on outstanding probation or parole violation arrest warrants to
suspend or deny benefits conflicted with the
plain meaning of the Social Security Act. Un-

der Judge Stein’s order, the SSA is enjoined
from denying or suspending benefits in this
manner and must reinstate all previously suspended benefits retroactive to the date the
benefits were suspended. The SSA has until
June 12, 2012, to submit a plan setting forth
its anticipated time frames for implementing
the terms of the order.
The unlawful policy caused widespread suffering while it was in effect. Elaine Clark, one
of the lead plaintiffs, had her benefits stopped
in the beginning of 2006 because of a warrant
from Santa Clara County, CA, where she had
been sentenced to probation and ordered to

Continued Page 4
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GERMANY: Activists fight for ‘Right
to the city’ - BISS

ETHIOPIA: SoleRebels: Africa’s
answer to Nike - INSP
Fair-trade shoe manufacturer SoleRebels is
fast becoming Ethiopia’s biggest export brand
and is enjoying booming trade in the European
and US-markets. Producing up to 200 pairs of
shoes every day, the company is aiming high:
“My brand shall become the African answer
to Nike, Puma and Timberland,” says owner
Bethlehem Tilahun Alemu.

in adult shelters across the country, while
legislation with the potential to improve
services for all homeless young people is
being considered.

SWEDEN: Equality fades away as
rich get richer - Reuters
Although still one of the most equal countries
in the world, the last two decades have seen a
marked change for Sweden. Market reforms
have helped the economy become one of
Europe’s best performers but this had Swedes
wondering if their love affair with state
welfare was coming to an end.

Using the slogan “Right to the City”, citizens’
groups around the globe are fighting for
more participation in urban development. In
Munich, Chris Feilitz, a 24-year-old student,
has set up a network to unite everyone
resisting the results of gentrification.
He said: “The current trend divides the
society into a few rich people who buy up
the city centre, and an increasing number
of people who can no longer afford living
in Munich. In the long run, it will also harm
Munich as a business location if even skilled
workers with higher incomes can’t afford the
rents anymore. We don’t want homogeneous
luxury towns.”
When asked about the need for action, Feilitz
explained: “It is important that all citizens
affected by these developments unite to be
able to exert more pressure on the politicians.
Since our political representatives don’t
consider the citizens in their decisions, people
have to take action themselves.”

IRELAND: Hotline could save Roma
refugees - Ireland’s Big Issue
. A homeless man sleeps on the street in Stockholm Photo:
REUTERS/Leif R Jansson/Scanpix Sweden

Bethlehem Tilahun Alemu is the woman behind Ethiopian fairtrade shoe munufacturer SoleRebels.

Photo: Philipp Hedemann

With predicted turnover of 1.5 million EUR
this year and boasting a catalogue of around
600 different flip-flops, sandals and shoes, her
goal seems reachable - especially with plans
to expand into children’s footwear as well.
However, SoleRebels are not all about profit:
Alemu pays her workers about twice as
much as they would earn in other factories,
she settles all medical bills, and provides
school uniforms and teaching materials
for the children of the SoleRebels workers.
Employees who want to continue their
education after work are given money for
night school. Alemu’s aim is to help build
a strong economy for Ethiopia and help end
reliance on international aid.

USA: No help for America’s homeless
gay teens - Spare Change News
Homeless homosexual and transgender
teenagers are struggling for survival on
America’s streets, due to a severe lack of
appropriate shelter. Many also suffer fierce
discrimination and abuse from shelter staff
and residents.
A recent study published by the American
Journal of Public Health reports that 1 in 4
gay and lesbian and high school students are
homeless, compared with just 3 per cent of
heterosexual teens.
Despite this statistic, emergency shelters
dedicated to young people are scarce and an
age restriction of 18 at adult shelters forces
countless troubled teens to survive on the
streets.
Calls have been made for better training
and more homosexual and transgender staff

The rise of a centre-right government in
2006 brought about an end to a Social
Democratic era which stretched for most of
the 20th century, and heralded the start of
privatisation, lower income tax and welfare
cuts. This, in turn, has led to many who relied
on State support becoming homeless whilst
those with high incomes get to keep more of
their money.
Jenny Lindroth, who runs the social
department of Swedish street paper Situation
Sthlm, says welfare changes are hurting the
vulnerable. “Some people can’t live up to
it, they can’t take it, they can’t handle it,”
she said, pointing out the number of people
selling the street paper has more than doubled
to about 500 in five years, and that the vendor
base is getting younger.

UKRAINE: Carers help Oleg find
The Way Home - The Way Home
All too often, street children in Ukraine await
a life full of danger and abuse. Street paper and
homeless shelter The Way Home is turning
the tide for some children, by intervening at
a young age and offering the youngsters an
alternative to a life fuelled by drugs.
Teenager Oleg, or ‘Yozhik’ (little hedgehog),
as his street friends called him, is one of
them. In just three years, he swapped sniffing
glue on the streets of Odessa for an education
and the possibility of a career. He recently
restored contact with his family, who he had
not seen for years.
With the School of Mechanical Engineering
and Communications offering The Way Home
residents educational courses, young people
like Oleg can train to become electricians,
chefs or other tradesmen and gather skills that
will be useful in later life. The training also
helps residents deal with emotional issues
and can help facilitate a direct route off the
streets and -ultimately- back home.

a more commercial fashion, the demand for
‘worthwhile’ holiday activities is growing
again.
The town of Vrnjacka Banja hosted its first
three week youth work camp last summer, in
which about a hundred young volunteers from
former Yugoslav republics participated. Their
main task was to clear out and regenerate
the bed of Lipovacka river flowing through
this spa town, and plans for more camps are
underway.
Following the success of the ‘new-style’
voluntary work camps, citizen associations
have now been launched in towns across
Serbia to unite the new generation of
voluntary workers.

COLLEAGUE’S COVER:
BISS of Germany
The cover of the latest edition of BISS
features the story ‘Ice Cold. How the
Bavarian government treats refugees.’ The
German street paper, sold on the streets of
Munich by 80 vendors, focused on homes for
asylum seekers this month.

The discovery of the remains of a young
Romanian girl, Marioara Rostas, missing
since 2008, highlights just how vulnerable
young immigrants can be are and how
everything should be done to protect them.
The Roma teenager had been in Ireland only
three weeks before it is believed she was
raped and murdered after three days of abuse,
one of 500 ‘unaccompanied minors’ from
between 2000 and 2009 who disappeared
from State Care: only 72 of them have been
found.

Romanian child refugees being transported to a shelter in
Belfast. Photo: REUTERS/Cathal McNaughton

This is why Irish campaigners are determined
that the 116000 Missing Children Hotline be
put into operation in the country without any
more delay.
“The Pan-European hotline number 116000
is a crucial tool for finding missing children,”
said EU Commissioner Neelie Kroes, adding
that she found it unacceptable that so far, only
15 EU States have set up the hotline. “I want
commitment from the other 12 member states
that they will respect their legal obligation to
make every effort to put in place the 116000
missing children hotline.”

SERBIA: Former Yugoslavian
summer work camps reintroduced Liceulice
In post-World War II Yugoslavia, young
people in Serbia faced no dilemmas in
choosing how to spend their free time during
summer. For most the answer was easy: free
labour in a voluntary work camp.
Fifty years later, the camps are back.
Following decades of youth quitting the
volunteering sector to spend their holidays in

In Bavaria, asylum seekers live in dedicated
‘asylum centres’ for up to six years, depending
on the duration of the asylum procedure. The
hygiene conditions in the camps are often bad,
with six or more people eating, sleeping and
living in one small room. After NGOs and the
UN complained about the living conditions,
BISS Editor Isa Hoffinger spent two days in
one of the asylum homes, a former farm in
the middle of the Bavarian forest.
She reported how 60 men from Nigeria,
Syria, Afghanistan, China and Iraq live there,
without any contact to other people. In winter
time, when it snows, there is no way out of
the old farm house or the forest. Depression
is common amongst the asylum seekers on
the farm, with many describing the place like
a prison. With some politicians now calling
for changes to the Bavarian asylum act, BISS
decided to put the report on the cover to
underline the need for adaptation of the law.
BISS launched in 1993 and reaches around
148,000 readers per edition.
www.street-papers.org / INSP
Homeward Street Journal is a member of
the International Network of Street Papers
(INSP). The network supports over 120 street
papers in 40 countries on six continents.
Over 200,000 homeless people have changed
their lives through selling street papers. The
content on these pages is reprinted from our
colleagues around the world. Learn more at
www.street-papers.org.
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Impact of D.C. Welfare Cuts Causes Worry
Street Sense
Advocates warn that continued welfare
cuts in Washington DC will harm thousands of poor children, whose struggling
families depend on benefits, such as the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, to meet their most basic needs.
Nearly a year ago, the District implemented a 60-month time limit on welfare benefits. More than 6,000 families
who had been on the rolls for more than
five years saw reductions in their checks
as a result.
Further reductions set to go into place
Oct. 1 would take another bite out of
benefits, leaving some families with
monthly checks of as little as $260.
Now poor families, their advocates and
two city council members are asking for
a reconsideration of the policy. They
say they are worried that continued ben-

efit cuts could harm very poor families,
particularly thousands of poor children,
who depend upon the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families or TANF to
meet their most basic needs.
The move to reduce benefits was intended to encourage welfare recipients to
find work. They are expected to get help
in the transition from welfare to work
from the city. But a redesigned TANF
employment support program charged
with assessing each family’s needs and
problems and guiding parents into job
training, education and job seeking activities has taken longer to get underway
than was originally anticipated.
According to DC City Councilmember
Jim Graham, only a fraction of the District’s 18,000 TANF families have been
assessed and referred to an employment
service provider, and that it would be
unlikely that many of them will be referred before the benefit cuts go into ef-

Occupy Unifying Cause
and embodies its anti-Wall Street message.
It also has offered a way for Occupy - up till
now a largely white, middle-class movement
- to broaden its reach to minorities.
Interviews with Occupy activists in 11 states
show groups from coast to coast have taken
up foreclosure fights through rallies, home
occupations and court appearances.
Matt Browner Hamlin of occupyourhomes.
org, a national group focused on this cause,
counts “more than 100 Occupy groups” that
have taken direct action or formed foreclosure working groups.
Cheryl Aichele of Occupy Los Angeles said
activists there have helped a dozen homeowners thus far and have many more requests.
“This cause,” she said, “brings together everything that we are fighting against - corporate greed, bank bail outs, a corrupt judiciary
and corrupt government.”
There is little evidence that the banking industry is taking notice, however.
Robert Davis, executive vice president of an
industry lobby group, the American Bankers
Association, said, “It is unlikely that protests
are going to have any bearing on the court
process” where foreclosures often are challenged.
He said banks rely on law enforcement to
quash eviction protests that constitute “unlawful occupation of a property ... They need
to be removed so the property can be sold.”
In Cincinnati, a group called Occupy the
Hood has found the issue a rallying point in
the city’s East Price Hill neighborhood, an
ethnically mixed, working-class area hard hit
by the economic downturn. Average neighborhood home values have fallen 41 percent
since 2002.

Amid chants of “Banks got bailed out, we
got sold out,” Rigel Behrens and other activists in Cincinnati recently conducted a
“foreclosure tour,” visiting seven boardedup homes.
“Abandoned homes are the most obvious,
physical manifestation of what is wrong with
our system,” said Behrens.
Those who have watched the Occupy movement since its September beginnings say the
foreclosure focus may help it recover from
a slump that followed forced shutdowns of
encampments in New York, Washington and
other cities.
“The Occupy movement seems to have lost
some of its punch,” said Susan MacManus, a
University of South Florida political science
professor. “Focusing on an issue that affects
the working class and leaves people feeling
alienated is potentially a good strategy. If
they can make it work.”
FINDING COMMON GROUND
Activists in Cincinnati and elsewhere say
foreclosures are a serious political issue in
minority neighborhoods, where the fiveyear-old housing crisis cast a long shadow.
Housing counseling groups have cataloged
how black Americans and Hispanics - even
those with good credit - were more likely to
end up victims of predatory lenders.
Millions of Americans lost their homes in the
downturn and around one in four American
homeowners is “under water” -- owing more
than their homes are worth.

fect in October.
“Many of the families who receive
TANF benefits for longer than 60
months are facing multiple severe barriers to employment,” said Graham. He
and Council member Michael Brown
co-introduced the TANF Time Limit
Amendment Act of 2012 which they say
would better align time limits with the
new employment program. It would replace the system of graduated reduction
in benefits now in place with a simpler
60-month time-limit that would go into
effect on Oct 1, 2013 and would broaden exemptions to include beneficiaries
affected by disabilities and domestic
violence.
“I think we all can agree that the goal
of promoting self-sufficiency, but the
implementation timeline of the current
policy does not achieve that goal,” said
Graham during a March 22 hearing on
the act.

Angela Anthony, recipient of TANF and
mother of three, testified at the hearing.
As of March 2011, she received $528
per month. After the 20 percent cut in
April last year, Anthony’s income was
reduced to $438. If cuts continue, in
October her income will be reduced to
$314.
“I want to thank you for being here because, believe it or not, there are a lot
folks in our city who believe you do
not exist,” said councilmember Michael
Brown to Anthony.
The 1996 welfare reform law known as
the Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act placed
a new emphasis upon reducing welfare
dependency and stressing the movement
of recipients into jobs.
www.street-papers.org /
Street Sense - USA

continued from page 1
located in predominantly white areas were
under water. In predominantly black and
Hispanic areas, the number soared above 40
percent.
In Minneapolis, Anthony Newby, a black
housing counselor, appealed to the Occupy
group to take on the case of struggling black
homeowner Monique White.
“It was very much a conscious decision to
approach the Occupy movement,” said Newby, now a member of Occupy Homes MN.
“The African-American community has been
dealing with hardship for decades.
But it was new for those white kids on the
plaza who were falling out of the middle
class for the first time.”
In Atlanta, Occupiers say fighting evictions
began as an impromptu battle that became a
long-term strategy.
“This is a strategy to generate tangible wins
and build a broader base for the movement,”
said Tim Franzen of Occupy Atlanta. “You
don’t have to go to a park downtown to make
a difference. You can go two doors down and
help your neighbor.”
“BANKS DON’T LIKE BAD PRESS”
Evan Rosen, a lawyer in southern Florida,
said the interest of Occupy Fort Lauderdale
helped in a foreclosure case he was handling.
Occupiers showed up in court to back his client, which he believes influenced the judge’s
favorable ruling.

Again, minorities suffered disproportionately, studies show.

“I am not a religious man, but it felt like divine intervention,” said Rosen, who asked
that his client’s name be withheld while negotiations with the lender continue.

A recent study by the non-profit Woodstock
Institute, examining properties in six Chicago area counties, showed 17 percent of those

Jeff Weinberger of Occupy Fort Lauderdale
said the group has helped four homeowners
avoid eviction.

“The banks really don’t like bad press,” he
said. “So when we show up with the local
TV station, it has an effect.”
But Bobby Hull says the Occupy movement
can only do so much; the rest depends on homeowners themselves.
“Occupy is a movement and the best they can
do is to help us organize our communities,”
he said. “That’s what it takes to win.”
Hull, 57, faced eviction in Minneapolis when
his health failed and his contracting business
tanked.
Occupiers rallied for him in December, and
he renegotiated his Bank of America mortgage, though he says he is under a gag order
and cannot discuss his loan terms.
A Bank of America spokesman confirmed a
loan modification is underway.
Now, Hull and his neighbors have formed an
“eviction-free zone” to fight foreclosures.
Occupy groups claim the response they get is
overwhelmingly positive.
The first home on the “foreclosure tour” in
East Price Hill was sold off in foreclosure for
$1,347. It lost its roof and mildew is eating
through the walls.
“It’s truly great that these folks are doing
something,” said Ron Etter, nodding toward
the Occupiers as they approached the next
house on the tour. “No one else is.”
www.street-papers.org / Reuters
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Benefits Restored
continued from page 1
pay restitution. During that time, she was diagnosed with end-stage renal disease on top of
other ailments and was no longer able to work.
Unable to get a kidney transplant in California,
she returned to her hometown of Buffalo, NY,
when she learned the waiting time there would
be far less. Although she obtained the transplant, she was still in need of extensive medical care and unable to work. Her modest Social
Security benefit was barely enough to pay the
rent at the long-term care facility and not sufficient to pay the required restitution. Ms. Clark
died in 2008 at the age of 65. All the while, law
enforcement officials in California knew where
she was and knew of her condition, and had no
interest in pursuing her.
“As a result of the Court’s order, SSA can no
longer use this misguided policy to consign
others to spend their final days in the type of
misery endured by Elaine Clark,” said Gerald
A. McIntyre, directing attorney at the National
Senior Citizens Law Center. “It was the very
purpose of the Social Security Act to spare older Americans from such a fate.”
“The aged and disabled individuals victimized
by the Social Security Administration’s unlawful practice have suffered greatly, with many
facing eviction, dire poverty or worse,” said
Jennifer J. Parish, attorney at the Urban Justice Center’s Mental Health Project. “Cutting
off someone’s income should not be taken so
lightly, and we are gratified that the Court has
ordered that the SSA restore benefits to those
who were illegally denied them.”
“The victims of the Social Security Administration’s policy are among the most vulnerable
people in America,” said Russell L. Hirschhorn,
senior counsel at Proskauer. “This decision will
help elderly Americans and persons with disabilities regain the basic income they need to
survive and make ends meet.”
Judge Stein’s order is the latest in a series of
favorable federal court rulings challenging the
SSA’s practice of using outstanding warrants to
deny benefits. A related lawsuit in California,
Martinez v. Astrue, resulted in relief for a class
of more than 200,000 people who received
hundreds of millions of dollars in retroactive
benefits in addition to reinstatement of current
benefits.
“The overwhelming majority of people who
receive Social Security rely on those benefits
for all or most of their income,” said McIntyre.
“It is no wonder then that many people affected
by this policy ended up homeless or having to
move in with relatives or friends. Finding many
of them will be extremely difficult.”
www.street-papers.org /
National Senior Citizens Law Center

Homeless czar speaks out
An Interview with Barbara Poppe, Executive Director of the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness
Street Sense
Leading US activist, Barbara Poppe,
speaks about the key issues facing
America’s homeless, including their
lack of housing rights, the link between criminalization of the homeless and the violence and hate crimes
they often suffer as a result, and
the continuing battle to end chronic
homelessness in the US by 2015.
Barbara Poppe was appointed Executive Director of the U.S. Interagency
Council on Homelessness (USICH)
in October 2009. In June 2010, the
USICH launched Opening Doors,
the nation’s first-ever comprehensive strategic plan to prevent and end
homelessness. Prior to working for
the federal government, Poppe was
the executive director of the Community Shelter Board (CSB), in Columbus, Ohio, from October 1995 to
November 2009.
Street Sense: Do you view housing as
a human right and if so, what are the
policy implications?
Barbara Poppe: From my earliest
days of activism in Cincinnati, I certainly have advocated my personal
belief that we should have a right to
housing. It’s a basic human need and
in a country as affluent as ours a right
to housing should be a part of what
we provide to all citizens. That is not
the situation that exists in our states
or across the country. Short of a right,
we certainly are trying to get as great
an access to housing that’s safe, decent and affordable as possible. But
that, as you know, is an uphill struggle because there is such a political
divide on that particular issue.
Street Sense: In your view is there a
link between the criminalization of
homelessness and hate crimes and
violence against the homeless?
Barbara Poppe: We certainly are really distressed about the criminalization of homelessness across the country. We actually had a summit on this
topic about a year ago. We will soon
release a report on the findings of that
summit and recommendations for alternatives to criminalization. This is
definitely a very important topic and
certainly related to that is the hate
crimes issue. The reason that I believe
that they are related is that when we

as a society criminalize these acts that
people need to do in public because
they don’t have access to safe, decent
and affordable housing, it doesn’t set
the tone that they aren’t deserving of
this treatment and I think that it may
lead into hate crimes.
I don’t know enough about the psyche
of those who do perpetrate these hate
crimes but I believe that if we housed
everyone and there were not homeless
people on the street, which is the best
solution as an alternative to criminalization, then we certainly would not
be seeing the kind of experiences that
are happening across the country.
Street Sense: Opening Doors is the
first plan of its kind at the federal level. How are you meeting the goals of
the plan, most notably ending chronic
homelessness by 2015?
Barbara Poppe: As a result of the Recovery Act investment through the
Homeless Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program (HPRP), the most
recent HUD data show that 1.2 million people had been prevented from
or assisted as they were experiencing
homelessness. So it was great to see
the impact that it had in terms of the
number of people and households
that were assisted.
According to the last point-in-time
count though, the progress on chronic
homelessness is slowing. We’re still
making progress but it’s not happening as quickly as it was in the early
years of communities adopting the
practices of getting people into permanent supportive housing as the
most effective solution to ending
chronic homelessness.
So we certainly are concerned and
we’re devoting considerable energy
even as we speak into looking at
which communities were successful in making continued reductions
in homelessness, which communities weren’t, what we can learn from
those communities, and what seems
to be the kind of practices that are
necessary to maintain reductions because we are very committed to ending homelessness by 2015.
Street Sense: At the federal level,
what are some of the challenges that
you have in implementing the plan to
end homelessness?

Barbara Poppe: The greatest challenge to implementing the plan has
been the continued economic recession that so many communities are
feeling. Across the country, recessionary impacts have resulted in reduced state and local public budgets
as well as decreases in charitable giving in many places. Local communities are really struggling to move
forward with the implementation of
the Opening Doors Plan because of
resource constraints.
On the positive side, because they
have resource constraints, many communities are looking at what are the
most effective and efficient practices
because they have an eye towards
what type of progress can you make
in light of those tight challenges. The
good news for many local communities is that they’ve received some
increases in federal homeless assistance and so, despite the reductions
from state and local governments,
the federal government has come forward with increased investments.
Street Sense: Can you explain how
the plan represents a shift in previous
thinking at the federal level? Is what
you are doing a continuation of tried
and true strategies or a break from
the past?
Barbara Poppe: I came into this position from working in Columbus,
Ohio, and we were fortunate to be
one of the grantees under the prior
administration’s Chronic Homeless
Initiative. It was great because it was
new funding that our community
could use.
But the greatest disappointment that
we had in working under that grant
was that there was not actual collaboration at a federal level. When a
barrier would be identified with local implementation and we would go
back to the Council staff, they were
not able to get issues resolved with
federal partners ... I think that we’re
beginning to make some progress
against some pretty tough headwinds
in terms of lack of prior collaboration.
www.street-papers.org /
Street Sense - USA
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“What is DEMOCRACY?”
by Tracie Rice-Bailey
I just attended the Sacramento
Housing Alliance / CORE Equity Summit at the Sacramento
Convention Center. The summit
was held on April 10th, 2011.
The day was eventful and educational. The first break-out session - or - class as I will call it,
was VERY informative and reminded me about what democracy is.
First off, for any democracy,
you need participation, or, “Participatory Democracy”. Panelist Rey, stressed that for a true
democratic process we all need
to participate - otherwise there is
no real democracy.
The class was on community organizing. So, what I learned was
this: without the voice of the
community, there is no democracy - at times an entire community can be overlooked and excluded during critical planning
stages - simply because they
were overlooked and not invited
to the table, leaving true democracy in the wind.
Democracy is to invite others to
the table where the door is often
open for creative opportunities.

Thus, a SUCCESS would look
like this:
A table has been set where
community members have a seat
and a real voice.
A CHALLENGE could be:
The timelines working with
governments, which are always
trying and seem to take forever.
A main message was this - “The
people need to speak for themselves if we are going to get
anywhere at all. We really need
a circle of mentors and mentees
alike. People to teach and people
to learn. Creating awareness is a
must for any project. Media also
is also critical and plays an important role in getting your message out to the public at large.
For those who wish to have their
voice heard, there is a meeting
every Wednesday morning at
9:00am - this is a “Homeless
Action” meeting, and there is a
seat at the table for any and everyone who chooses to be heard
in their community. Hope to see
some new faces this Wednesday
- Peace

Legal Notice
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
ANTHONY LEHR, et al., v. CITY OF SACRAMENTO
Case No. 2:07-CV-01565 MCE GGH
NOTICE OF RESOLUTION OF DAMAGES PORTION OF HOMELESS PERSONS’
CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT AGAINST THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO FOR PROPERTY
TAKEN BY CITY POLICE OR OTHER CITY AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES
IF AT ANY TIME DURING THE PERIOD FROM AUGUST 2, 2005, TO DATE, WHILE
HOMELESS, YOU LOST PROPERTY AS A RESULT OF IT BEING REMOVED,
CONFISCATED, AND/OR DESTROYED BY SACRAMENTO CITY POLICE OR
SACRAMENTO CITY EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS, YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO
MONETARY COMPENSATION DEPENDING UPON ANSWERS GIVEN TO QUESTIONS
OF A CLAIM FORM.
After a jury found the City of Sacramento was liable to homeless persons whose property was taken by City
Police or other City agents or employees during the period from August 2, 2005, to date, in a Class Action
lawsuit, Lehr et al. v. City of Sacramento, pending in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of
California, the parties Stipulated to a process by which homeless persons who lost property to City employees
during the class period could file claims and get compensated for their losses.
Under the terms of the Stipulation, the City of Sacramento will pay persons who, while they were homeless
during the class period, lost property as a result of City police or other City agents or employees seizing and/or
destroying it. Compensation will be based upon on the type and amount of personal property that was lost.
TO OBTAIN COMPENSATION YOU MUST OBTAIN AND COMPLETE A CLAIM FORM AND
MAIL OR DELIVER THE CLAIM FORM NO LATER THAN JUNE 8, 2012.
You can get a Claim Form by contacting the Claims Administrators in writing, at Claims Administrator, c/o
Gilardi & Co. LLC, P.O. Box 8060, San Rafael, CA 94912-8060, by calling the toll free number (877) 2423452, or by downloading the Claim Form from the web site: www.gilardi.com/sacramentohomelessproperty.
You can also pick up a Claim Form from Class Counsel, Mark E. Merin, at his office at 1010 F Street, Suite
300, Sacramento, CA 95814.
CLAIM FORMS MUST BE SIGNED UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY AND MAILED OR
DELIVERED TO THE CLAIMS ADMINISTRATOR NO LATER THAN JUNE 8, 2012.
IF THE CLAIM IS NOT PROPERLY COMPLETED AND DELIVERED BY THAT DATE YOU
WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE ANY COMPENSATION.
FOR INFORMATION ON THE STIPULATION TO PAY DAMAGES, YOUR RIGHTS, AND TO
GET A COPY OF THE NOTICE AND CLAIM FORM:
Visit: www.gilardi.com/sacramentohomelessproperty or Call: (877) 242-3452 (toll free)
PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE COURT OR THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO

“Fighting For Our Right to Exist” National Day of Action in S.F.
by Tracie Rice-Bailey
Sacramento activists from S.H.O.C. and SafeGround went
to San Francisco, on Sunday, April 1, for a national day of
action. An event that kicked off the bi-national campaign of
“Fighting For Our Right to Exist”
Sonny Iverson drove in one car, Tammy Jones drove a second
vehicle with John Kraintz, Captain James Little and myself,
Tracie Rice-Bailey.
The ride to San Francisco was pleasant. Tammy even drove
over the bridge, and back, with no panic attack. Yea Tammy.
We gathered in Union Square where we had a rally. At
2:00pm, Paul Boden of WRAP, got things off the ground, he
was an outstanding emcee - there were speakers from up and

down the valley. Paul kept things on target and moving along
smoothly as possible. John Kraintz from Sacramento represented SHOC and SafeGround - his speech - as always - was
powerful and motivating.
WRAP made cardboard jails for the different groups who attended. There were several of these jails, each representing
a county. There was a “Kern County Jail” and many more
I can not remember. The
“Sacramento Main Jail” was in
the mix.
Some of us held the ‘jails’ while others held the “Pit Boss”
signs. These signs had the faces of those in power on them.
The “Pit Bosses” were ‘arrested’ and held in jail for a while.

took over the building, dubbing it the “S.F. Commune”
We got to the two-story building and went inside. Media was
allowed on the first floor but not on the second which was
pretty cool and considerate. There were more than a few people in the building and it was starting to get crowded - so - the
four of us from Sacramento decided to find our car and start
the trip home.
All in all, it was a pretty good day.
For more information on the bi-national campaign for our
right to exist, go to Western Regional Advocacy Project’s
website at www.wraphome.org.

BLO (Brass Liberation Orchestra) was there, as always. This
is an outstanding, brightly dressed, animated, marching brass
band. They are actually a dance group as well. There were
even clowns and jugglers.
Music played from a portable P.A. system on an ‘I’ pod while
people danced, made connections and visited. There was pasta to eat - then off to the march at about 4:00
As we marched, the police presence seemed to grow. So did
the march, especially when the Occupy bus rolled up at the
end of the march. Some of us marched behind the bus for a
few minutes, but, it was not long before the exhaust got to us
and we went back in front of the bus.

WRAP banner

BLO marched with us making a lot of great marching noise
- and - because the P.A. was on a wheel chair frame, it was
easy to take it with us on the march. This made it easy to get
the chants and demands heard. The actual march went from
Union Square to a vacant building on Turk Street. The building was once the methadone clinic and has remained empty
for the past five year. At the Turk street building, Occupy S.F.

Tracie, John and James at WRAP march, SF
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BLACK HOLES, WORMHOLES, AND THE ORIGIN OF THE UNIVERSE
www.chongonation.com
by the homeless science writer,

Chongo
To a passive outsider, that is, a person
who is only passively familiar with
physics, there might seem an overemphasis by science on a particular
phenomenon in nature. It is no small
wonder that this is so. It is the single
phenomena that can be explained accurately only by stretching, bending,
and ultimately folding our standard
notions of space and time; indeed,
taking these notions to the point of
flatly defying our “common sense”
definitions of the terms. Conventional notions of space and time are
of a three-dimensional “emptiness”
in which our constantly changing,
single reality can have a “place” to
exist, as well as “time” to do so. This
picture is not easily modified.
A black hole is a star that has burned
so much of its nuclear fuel to the
point of not being able to power the
star against its own collapse. Gravity then overwhelms the matter of
the star, thus collapsing it so densely
under gravity as to trap everything,
even light itself, beneath its surface,
called the “event horizon”: a twodimensional surface from which no
information can ever directly escape.
From the perspective (which is to
say, according to the measures of
time and space) of anyone lying outside (and not bound for the inside, as
will be explained next), the surface of
a black hole is an impenetrable barrier where time stands still and space
completely “flattens.” What lies beneath, again, from the perspective of
the measures of anyone remaining
outside, lies what is the past, beyond
a surface that measures “unreachable” because time progressively
slow in approaching it, standing still
altogether at the surface. Moreover,
regardless of how far you travel towards it, you will never travel far
enough to pass across. But again,
this is only from the perspective of
someone outside who remains there.
For someone headed for this surface,
a wholly different thing happens
instead, though it can never be observed by someone outside -- never.
According to the perspective (which
is again, according to the measures)
of someone on a trajectory inescapably bound for the event horizon surface of a black hole, passage would
indeed occur, regardless of any mea-

sures of anyone not bound for that
surface that imply otherwise. This
is why there is physically no way
to ever communicate this traveler’s
motion to the outside, the effects of
gravity are different for someone lying outside or accelerating against
the gravity than for someone falling
in because of gravity on time. This
is the reason that no information can
be recovered from the outside. One
can enter, but one can never inform
anyone outside of having done so.
Two different realities exist, but it
is always either one or the other, but
never both (see quantum theory, collapse of the wave function).
Two important considerations exist for the individual bold enough
to make the journey across an event
horizon, which are these: First, upon
succeeding, one’s light tilts into the
past, where it remains, which is to
say, that it heads backward in time,
where it will be destined to dwell
forever. Second, successfully crossing the event horizon, one might find
one’s self thermalized in the big bang
of a baby universe emanating from
this black hole in our own universe,
which, of course, will render the preceding ‘first’ consideration, wholly
irrelevant.
There is even more to a black hole
than folding space-time, and the two
different realities of the event horizon. According to relativity, black
holes can actually be “wormholes” to
other universes: gates to “elsewhere.”
Moreover, an existing universe, like
ours, can have such a long history
(that of infinite duration) that it can
yield a universe from mere “quantum
fluctuations” occurring within the
vast space and endless eons of time
that this history includes. So, our
universe gives rise to other universes
(keeping in mind that this includes
their entire history, “beginning to
end,” the block), which, in turn, give
rise to yet other universes that do
the same, on and on, endlessly. The
same can also be true proceeding in
the opposite direction, backwards in
time, to “before” the Big Bang. Our
universe could be the outcome of
another predecessor universe yielding it that it, itself, had a predecessor
with predecessors, endlessly, together with those emanating from ours,
in an infinitely enormous structure of
universes called the multiverse.

This begs the question, which is: Is
the multiverse infinite in BOTH directions, or, does it include a “root”
universe upon which the entire structure depends? This begs a second
question: This begs the question:
what initiates the initial universe
(termed the “ultiverse”) upon which
all the rest of the structure depends?
What are its origins? Is it unique,
lacking a predecessor, and therefore
lacking also the need for any?
The answer, of course, is it need
not be any different from any other
universe. Its origins can be a wormhole, too, with the other side of that
wormhole lying in a universe within
the infinite multiverse structure that
emanates from this initial universe,
in a big, and what is important here, a
finite yet endless, circular course, ultimately a donut (in scientific terms,
a torus), with no initial universe any
more than there is no place along the
equator that is not west of another
place along it! There is no initial universe, unless, of course, that universe
is our own.
It should be noted that our universe,
that is to say, its history (again, called
the block), lasting presumably forever, is adequate to yield the necessary quantum fluctuations that create
the initial conditions that yield our
very universe itself, as a baby universe! Hence, our universe yields
a universe that is itself! Hence, the
multiverse need not include more
than our single universe and the one
that yields it. Any others that it might
yield are purely incidental, except to
imply the existence of the aforementioned structure using current physical theory.
The multiverse yielding itself is a
beautiful solution to the question of
the origin of the universe. The entire
history of the universe existing eternally, independently of time makes
any “first cause,” as meaningless as
an edge to the earth or to a curved
form like it, say, a donut (again, a
torus), would be. Circular as this
logic might seem, it is perfectly
consistent with relativity’s curved,
in this case, curved-to-the-point-ofbeing-circular geometry, especially
since it makes the Big Bang smooth,
eliminating any beginning “edge”,
or, for that matter, the very need for
any, thereby excluding the need for
the “creation” of energy within a uni-

verse or from “nothing” -- the laws
of physics exclude such creation.
Existence simply is, eternally, without having ever been created, as an
expression of mathematical truth, in
the same way that mathematical truth
is eternal, too.
Using relativity to explaining the origin of the universe still leaves unanswered the question of what is best
termed the “basis” of existence (as
‘origin’ would simply not apply to
the eternal structure of the multiverse
tree of histories of universes, i.e. the
block of blocks, because ‘eternal’ excludes any kind of “creation”). Well,
given that our universe is a mathematical structure (insomuch as the
laws of physics universally conform
to mathematical symmetries and
meta-mathematical principles), then,
extending this notion to all other universes in the multiverse structure and
in particular to the entire structure itself, the reason becomes self-evident:
given the existence of ourselves (our
awareness) nonexistence is a clear
impossibility, again, for mathematical reasons!
Hence, given the clear impossibility of nonexistence, all that remains
are what may be mathematical and
meta-mathematical possibilities for
“something” to exist, because math
and meta-math exist “ethereally,”
eternally, wholly independently of
anything whatsoever, but in particular, independently of any physical existence (like a universe), even
though, according to mathematical
and non-mathematical principles,
nonexistence is apparently a mathematical non-possibility. Existence
simply “is,” because ethereal and
eternal mathematical and metamathematical “truth” demands (or
“commands”) that it cannot not be.
In the same way, just as existence is
unavoidable, so also seems to be an
awareness of it, which is precisely
what quantum theory says.
(Videos pertinent to the subject of this
article can be seen by clicking on “Education” from the http://www.chongonation.com home page. Chongonation.com
is a web site dedicated to educating those
who have least opportunity for learning
the scientific foundations that describe
nature more accurately than any other
body of ideas ever conceived. Chongonation.com has books and free videos that
provide such opportunity, in lay terms.)
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Illuminating Art Exhibition Gives Voice to Homeless
The Big Issue in the North-UK
An art exhibition titled ‘Visible
Words from Invisible People’ which
illuminates the lives of young homeless
people in the English city of Wakefield,
also shines a light on homeless issues
across the country.

to a dozen homeless people coming
in the first week. Wheater, founder of
Neon Workshops, says: “I think the
title really appealed to them; they do
feel invisible. I think playing with fire
also appealed to them.”
Most of the participants, all classed
as homeless, are aged from 18 to 24,
apart from Dave: once married, with
a well-paid job and two cars in the
garage, he is now homeless. “It was a
long fall,” Wheater says. “You realise
it could happen to anyone.”
Another participant, Amy, became
involved in the project after a spate
of arguments with her mother left her
homeless and sleeping on friends’
couches or under a nearby bridge.
Julia Bickerstaff, artist and technician
at Neon Workshops, thinks the medium
lends itself well to the messages. “The
intensity of the small text of Home
Less is exemplified by the flashing
lights. The pieces were 100 per cent
their ideas. I’m really pleased with the
outcome.”

A game of chance visualised by a
flashing snake and ladder, a speech
bubble with the glowing message
Lack Of Love Made Me Homeless
and a simple I Slept Here illuminate
the walls, each one part of a recent art
project exposing the plight of young
homeless people in Wakefield.
Homelessness across England has
increased by 14 per cent in the past
year, and Wakefield is no different
from the national picture. In response,
the charity Pennine Camphill invited
artist Richard Wheater from Neon
Workshops to head a ten-week project,
entitled Visible Words From Invisible
People, in which homeless participants
could showcase a particular message
or idea through a neon visualisation.
Wheater, born in Wakefield, works
primarily with neon signage and runs
the only workshop of its kind in the
country using the medium. Through
word of mouth, the prospect of
involvement on a group art project led

“The title really appealed to them; they
do feel invisible.”
In the initial stages, Wheater and the
team would go to nearby Yorkshire
Sculpture Park or Wakefield’s new
Hepworth Gallery - places some of
them had never visited. “I think it
really inspired them,” Wheater says.
“They couldn’t stop talking about it
and it gave them something more to
grasp on to. Then we all got to thinking
together about ideas and it was very
much an organic process.”
It has been difficult to maintain a
regular group of people dedicated
to the project, Wheater concedes.
Lacking a home, it was difficult for
many of the participants to keep to a
routine.
Tom, a young homeless person
involved in the project, says: “It was
difficult, but fun. I just thought I’d
give it a crack and then wanted to do
more. I couldn’t wait to come back
the next week. I met some really good
people out of it.”
The organisers are hoping for planning
permission to put the pieces on to the
high street in order to engage with a
wider audience.
Pennine Camphill is a charity based
near Wakefield that provides a
specialist college of further education
for young people experiencing
learning difficulties. With recent
figures suggesting that 70 per cent of
homelessness charities in the Yorkshire
and Humberside area have reported
funding cuts, Wakefield Council has
instead maintained funding for Pennine
Camphill for the past two years.
Janet Hopewell from Pennine Camphill
says: “We’ve had some really positive
feedback. What we can see is that the

local authority has a lot of
faith in us. I think it’s very
brave of the council.
“Pennine Camphill is
about engaging motivation
and developing skills so
people can progress and
then possibly they can
become mentors to the
younger generation.”
www.street-papers.org/
The Big Issue North-UK
All Photos of Art Work:
John Arnison

Obituary
Robert Ness
d. 2/22/12 Age 48
cause unknown

Mezmariayah Azaylah Freeland
d. 4/12/12 Age 4 months

daughter of Melinda Freeland
probable cause SIDS

Brian Mahoney
d. 4/13/12

found outside the Claria
cause unknown

In Memory of

Keith Anthony Tillman
“Kasper”
d. November 17th, 2011
Age 50
In memory of my loving Kasper,
who passed away after a long
battle with cancer last year. I
saw Angels in the sky the day he
left, and I will always remember
him.
Pamela
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Yes!

I want to see HOMEWARD,

a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento.
Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription.
Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

Received

HOMELESS RESOURCES

clip & mail coupon

Women & Children

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Dinner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays at
1PM. 442-0331

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32:
Breakfast for Women and children 8am9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for
women and families.

St. John’s Shelter: Women and Children.
4410 Power Inn Rd. Call between 10am &
3pm for space availability. 453-1482
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority.
7:30pm Chapel Service with meal afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents. Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to
all homeless men: 447-3268
SAEHC, Sacramento Area Emergency
Housing Center: 4516 Parker Ave. 24 hrs:
Family Shelter: Families, single adults
with children who have no other resource:
Womenís Refuge, single women, no children: Call for screening/space availability
455-2160

Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many
services

Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church
service 7:00pm required, dinner following
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch
at noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on
Sundays .
Women’s Civic Improvement Center: Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30
lunch M-F 452-2866

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast: M-W-F continental breakfast for
women and children. 454-9688

also see Wind in Youth Services for young
adults

Free Clothing

The SHA does not
itself provide or
manage housing.

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women
and Children: Thursday. Signups start at
9am attend Bible study at 9:30am and get
clothing at 10am 447-3268

AIDS / HIV

Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children:
Next to Fire Station on N. C St. 7:30am &
12:30pm. 446-3345
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway
(Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am 12:30 pm 874-8300

Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri.,
8-11:30am Tues 8-11:30am only. Mental
Health evaluation, medication if needed.
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
443-6972

(916) 455-4900

Crisis Intervention

Sacramento Mental Health Center (County): 2150 Stockton Blvd 24hr. Will evaluate
anyone for voluntarty or involuntary psychiatric care due to danger to self or others. 732-3637

Medical

For more info, or if you
would like to participate,
please call:

http://sachousingalliance.org

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. (at
Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.
456-1980

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all
welcome. 452-7078

Sacramento Housing Alliance
is a network of
concerned
citizens who promote decent
affordable housing for low
income households and homeless
people
through
advocacy
and participation in
public
discourse.

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers;
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M-F
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to
2pm. 443-8333

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault and their children. Referrals to court mandated battery
intervention programs, Safe house, 24 hr.
crisis line: 920-2952

AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent
housing services to homeless persons living with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Education and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care,
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and
regional prevention/ed classes.
4433299
Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach
Program provides direct services to people
living with AIDS and HIV. Transportation
to social services, medical appointments,
job interviews, and housing assistance.
447-2437
Harm Reduction Services: 3640 40th St.;
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing;
case management for HIV; free medical
clinic, needle exchange. 456-4849
Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous
testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.
8747720.

Welcome to

Homeward:

Please help us make a differance!

16.3

Office Use Only

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
and mail to: PO Box 952 Sacramento, CA 95812

Night Shelters

About SHA

1800 21st Street, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811

Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps,
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.
736-0616
Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer
Free Consultation (916) 658-1880

Miscellaneous
Francis House Center: 1422 C St. 9:00noon walk-in - direct services resource
counseling, vouchers for IDs, Dvr Licenses, Birth Certs, Transp Assistance;
noon-3:00 - appts for in-depth resource
counseling; by appt: Senior/Disability/
Verteran’s advocacy, notary service. Job
Development Center open 9am-3pm MTu-W-F and noon-3pm Th. Motel vouchers
for qualified families. 443-2646
Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072
Employment Development Department
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-F
8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services.
800-300-5616
Medi-Cal:
1-800-773-6467,1-888-7471222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725
28th St. 916-874-2256
Social Security Office: 8351 Folsom Blvd
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F
9am-4:30pm 381-9410: Natl line 1-800772-1213

211 Sacramento

Dial 211

Homeward Street
Journal has been
publishing since 1997
as a non-profit project
of the Sacramento
Homeless Organizing
Committee, which is
a member of the Sacramento Housing Alliance. The paper’s mission is to alleviate
miscommunication between communities
by educating the public about housing and
poverty issues, and by giving homeless
people a voice in the public forum. Homeward also informs homeless persons of
shelter and occupational assistance, and
acts as a creative self-help opportunity for
those individuals who wish to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward are
those of the authors, and not necessarily
the Sacramento Housing Alliance or SHOC
or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy
We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other writing
can be submitted at our office in Friendship
Park, or mailed to the address below.
All writing submitted for publication will
be edited as necessary, with due respect
for the author’s intent. The editors will attempt to consult with an author if changes
are necessary, however, the paper will go
to print with the story as edited if the author
is unavailable.
All Letters to the Editor must be signed to
be published. If the writer wishes to remain
anonymous s/he should so state, but the
letter must still be signed .
Poetry and graphics will not be edited, either the paper will publish the submission
or not.
In submitting articles to the paper, authors
give their permission to print their submissions in accordance with the above stipulations, as well as possible reprinting in
NASNA member papers, with due byline.
Any requests for stories outside the above
three will be referred to the author.
Subscriptions are available with a $15
contribution. Make checks out to SHOC
(Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee).
Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with the
Homeward Street Journal in any way.
Participants with the paper are not allowed to solicit for donations, nor make
any reference regarding the relationship between Loaves & Fishes and this
newspaper whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
PO Box 952
Sacramento, CA 95812

Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sunday 1:30 pm. All Welcome.

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N. “A” St.
Blding.-A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to
transitional living programs, independant
living, mental health support services; SSI/
SSDI application assistance;
Walk-ins
8-11am M-F 440-1500

Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5
pm All Welcome.

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life
problems. Referrels. Next to Friendship
Park gate. 699-1536

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assistance and advocacy for problems related to homelessness. 446-0368

Health Rights Hotline:

(916) 442-2156

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after 10
am church service; dinner 6:30 pm after 5
pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7 pm
after 6 pm church service. Must attend
services. 452-7078

Youth Services

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc:
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm,
1pm-5pm. Problems with public benefits,
landlord / tenant, divorce clinic. Call for
appt. 551-2150

VA Outreach:

The paper may also be
E-mailed at

1-800-827-1000

Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays,
8-11 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing

Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old. Hot Line
call 1-800-339-7177

Legal Aid

for tele-info & referral service

Disability Rights, CA: Free legal services
for people with disabilities. Call for appt.
toll free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Califorina Youth Crisis Line:

1-800-843-5200
551-2100

Homeless VA Coordinator:

(916) 364-6547

The paper may be reached at:

homeward2@yahoo.com
On the web at:
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

