HOMEWARD

A Voice for
the Sacramento Area
Homeless Community Since 1997

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Permit No. 1774
Sacramento, CA

Street Journal

Volume 16, No. 4

Page 2

Child Labor
Page 3

Social Media
Page 4

Court of
Women
continued
Page 5

Lehr vs City
update

Homeless
Rights

conclusion
Page 6

Chongo on
Multiverses
Page 7

Court of
Women

conclusion

West Nile
Notice
Page 8
Homeless
Services

Info

Member NASNA

North American Street Newspaper Association

July / August, 2012

Rhode Island Passes Bill to Guarantee
Rights of Homeless People
Rhode Island’s Governor
Lincoln Chafee has signed
into law the first “Homeless
Bill of Rights” in the United
States, June, 2012.
By Jason McLure, Reuters
The legislation bucks a national trend
among municipalities toward outlawing behaviors associated with homelessness such as eating, sleeping and
panhandling in public spaces.
Among other steps, the Rhode Island
law would guarantee homeless people the right to use public sidewalks,
parks and transportation as well as

public buildings, like anyone else Tassoni, a sponsor of the bill.
“without discrimination on the basis
of his or her housing status.”
Rhode Island is the smallest of the 50
U.S. states.
It guarantees a “reasonable expectation of privacy” with respect to perHUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS
sonal belongings similar to that of
ARE HOMELESS
people who have homes.
Roughly 643,000 people are homeWhile other laws already guarantee less on any given night in the United
many of the rights specified in this States, experts say.
legislation, supporters say it was necessary due to widespread discrimina- “It’s important as a standalone piece
tion.
of legislation but also as it’s juxtaposed with other communities that
“I think we’ve set the bar high in the are in the process of criminalizing
U.S. for homeless people, and I’m homelessness,” said Neil Donovan,
very proud of that,” said Senator John
Continued Page 5

US Courts of Women on Poverty, Western Region The Contours of a New Political Imaginary
By Janny Castillo, BOSS Community Organizer and Videographer
“We are the community of survivors. We
are not the people without a name, without
a face, but we are people that will write a
history because we have held the seeds for a
new way, we have been the healers, we have
been the story tellers, and it is that which
must be heard now!” - Corinne Kumar World
Courts of Women founder, at the US Courts
of Women on Poverty, Western Region
The US Courts of Women on Poverty, Western Region held in May, was a special gathering of minds and a discourse on viable
grassroots solutions to alleviate the affects of
poverty in our communities. The Court held
in Oakland, a city of extreme contrasts, from
hills of green abundance and million dollar
homes to a parking lot at Eastmont Mall,
where a homeless sister sleeps in her car
with three small children; from the lights and
music of downtown Oakland to the graffiti
saturated and litter filled streets of West Oak-

land - Oakland was mother to people revolutions way before Occupy tents set up in her
town square. It is righteous that the Women’s
Economic Agenda Project (WEAP) chose
Oakland, specifically Laney College as the
site for the first World Courts of Women in
the US.
“ The courts of women are expressions of a
new imaginary refusing that human rights be
defined and confined only to that which has
been hegemonic (the social, cultural, ideological, or economic influence exerted by
a dominant group). These articulations are
finding new ways of speaking truth to power,
challenging the different notions of power,
recognizing that the concepts and categories
enshrined in the ideas and institutions of human rights are insufficient to grasp the violence (of poverty). The courts are creating
another civic authority.”

Continued on Page 4

Regina Range, SHOC and WEAP board
member, giving testimony on poverty.
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Across the World, Rising Poverty is Forcing 215 Million Children into Work
Denied the rights to an education or even time to
play, these children spend their lives doing hard
labor in often hazardous conditions. Seen here in
India, Pakistan, Thailand and Afghanistan, these
children grow up labouring in rubbish dumps,
workshops, markets and factories, leaving childhood far behind.
www.street-papers.org/Reuters Staff Writer

ABOVE: Waste collector Dinesh Mukherjee, 11, uses a magnet attached to a wooden stick to
collect pieces of loose metal at the Ghazipur landfill in New Delhi.
Photo: REUTERS/Reuters Staff
BELOW: Afghan boy Abdul Wahab works in a blacksmith’s shop in Kabul.
Photo: REUTERS/Omar Sobhani

ABOVE: An illegal immigrant boy from Myanmar collects plastic at a rubbish
dump near Mae Sot December 22, 2009. About 300 immigrants who crossed
illegally into Thailand from military-ruled Myanmar have taken refuge next to
mounds of garbage outside the town of Mae Sot, about 5 km (3 miles) from
the border. Photo: REUTERS/Damir Sagolj

ABOVE: Simon, 12, holds a light to assist his supervisor working on a
motorcycle engine at a workshop in Islamabad.
Photo: REUTERS/Faisal Mahmood
RIGHT: Sidddiqullah, 12, carries a basket of potatoes to nearby vegetable
and fruit vendors in Karachi. Photo: REUTERS/Akhtar Soomro
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Social Media: Rapid Fire Weapon of the Information Age
By Christof Moser,
Surprise-Switzerland
Social media can spread news and rumours in an instant; it is inciting revolutions and fueling economic wars – and
sometimes seems to do so faster than
reality. Facebook and Twitter have now
become combat zones of the information society, turning news into a rapid
fire weapon.
News unlike any other appeared on the
world stage on February 27th 2011, and
finally burst in the middle of the unrest
in the Mediterranean region. On the
same day, the UN Security Council had
unanimously decided to impose sanctions against Muammar al-Gadaffi’s regime because of the continuing violence
in Libya. In Tunisia, Prime Minister
Mohamed Ghannouchi had to abdicate
his position after heavy protests against
his provisional government. Any dictator, who was still in office during these
days, gradually began to fear what was
going on around them. That was the
fertile ground on which the allegedly
‘breaking news’ fell, and it had wideranging effects.
The Saudi Arabian King Abdallah bin
Abdul Aziz al-Saud reportedly wanted
to buy Facebook for 150 billion dollars.
According to the website dawnwire.
com, his plan was to take the site down
from the internet as soon as it had been
purchased, in order to prevent unrest in
his country. There was speculation that
this news was a hoax but this advice was
ignored. Within hours, the news was
shared via Facebook 25,000 times, and
3000 tweets via Twitter caused the news
of the alleged counter revolution of the
oil dictator in the Persian Gulf to trend.
Eventually, when even established media in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia placed
this report in prominent places on their
website and American journalists bombarded Facebook with questions, the
Google manager and world renowned
Egyptian revolutionary activist, Wael
Ghonim, felt compelled to admit that he
was behind the hoax and to admit what
was right. On Twitter he wrote: ‘A few
journalists need some serious coaching’
Information as a rapid fire weapon
Even those who work with information
every day, such as journalists, are still
getting to grips with the implications
of the increasing flood of information
available on the internet, and left wondering what is news and what is rumour?
Via Facebook and Twitter, every report
is spread around the world in a matter of
seconds - regardless of whether it is true
or false. It is rarely made clear whether
the news is actually a prank or hoax.
The unproven proliferation of a piece

of news can be excused by journalists
at a later date as a wrong move when
working under time pressures, when
it is ultimately a display of unprofessionalism. More often they are targeted
pieces of disinformation. Before the advent of the internet, consciously spread
false reports were the enemy of journalism. Nowadays, their rapid spread is
achieved without the assistance of mass
media. Rumours spread on social media
sites influence politics - as was the case
recently, when a scandal shook the inner circle of the Chinese Communist
Party. “China opts for stricter Internet
censorship out of fears of a putsch”, the
international media reported at the end
of March.
Within three days the 300 million users
of microblogging service ‘Weibo’ could
only communicate within confined limitations. The users of ‘Weibo’ had sent
200 million messages a day through the
restricted space of the Chinese internet
and had always had to deal with the
presence of state censorship. ‘Weibo’
is the Chinese competitor of Twitter,
which experiences the same amount of
blocking by the state as Facebook and
Youtube. ‘Weibo’ is still more of a communication channel than its Western
counterpart. While on Twitter, the user
is confined to using 140 characters, but
‘Weibo’ users can use up to six times as
many Chinese characters. And the state
is all the more attentive of what is written on ‘Weibo’. On March 27, the Chinese authorities began to delete 21,000
‘Weibo’ tweets which had been spread.
In the capital of Peking, military vehicles
were mobilized. The talk was of revolt.
Six people were seized and 41 websites
were closed. A representative of the authorities spoke of the rumours as ‘malignant tumours’. The bloggers retaliated:
‘Yesterday’s rumour is today’s truth’.
Sometimes the internet really is quicker than reality.
The background to the news reports of
the uprisings was the demise of the top
politician Bo Xilai and his wife who
had been accused of the murder of British businessman Neil Heywood. This
opened a new chapter in the rapid development of the question of internet
access in China. Even as the authorities
censored the rumours of uprising, details of the power struggle in the communist leadership was immediately
leaked on ‘Weibo’. All of these details
painted the upcoming official Xilai, who
is an opponent to the Chinese Premier
Wen Jiabao, in a bad light. Chinese
bloggers suspect that behind this there is
an offensive counter strategy of the authorities: instead of leading a desperate
struggle against the rumours of uprising,
the state is spreading its own targeted in-

discretions. ‘Everything is controlled by
the official site’, writes the well-known
Chinese blogger Michael Anti on his
website. According to Anti the Chinese
leadership do not just censor the internet,
they also use to influence public opinion. In order to do this the government
creates their own ‘Weibo’ accounts and
employ firms to publicise propaganda.
‘When there is a window of freedom of
opinion in China, then that is the target,’
writes Anti. Whoever is looking for the
deposed Xilai on the Chinese internet
will find scarcely any results: officially
he no longer exists.
Internet rumours in the financial crisis
Targeted fake reports are also made in
the economic sphere and, just like in
politics, they have unthinkable potential,
partly thanks to social media. Rumours
can affect stock prices; decide profits or
losses - although this has always been
the case, and is not a new phenomenon.
In summer 2010, in the middle of the
financial crisis ‘reliable sources’ were
cited as the rumour broke that the Banco
Comercial Portugês (BCP) was on the
edge of collapse and that national bank
must intervene. This rumour was circulated via text message, Facebook and
Twitter, showing how quickly serious
problems can develop in the internet
age. The stock prices of the financial institutions slid and the Portuguese began
to withdraw their money from their accounts. The rumour was about to develop
into a self-fulfilling prophecy. The bank
reacted by lodging a criminal complaint
against the unknown source, Finance
Minister Teixera dos Santos described
the spread of the rumour as a ‘criminal
act’, which caused overall damage to the
country’s economy.
The influence wielded by the internet
in the economic world, in which the
markets can react to news in a volatile
manner and in a matter of seconds, is
demonstrated by the example of the US
blogger and the former banking analyst
Henry Blodget. On a Tuesday morning
in the summer of 2011, he publicised
the news on his blog that the Bank of
America needed 200 billion dollars
of fresh capital otherwise it was under
threat of collapse. At midday this was
already reported on the financial channel Bloomberg TV. The stock prices
crashed, speculator Warren Buffet
stepped in as the saviour and gave the
bank a cash injection. With this move he
earned 1 billion dollars on the first day.
The bank had repudiated the accusations
in vain.
The bloggers retaliated: ‘Yesterday’s
rumour is today’s truth’.
Internet experts and lawyers warn of a

rapid increase in so-called ‘competitive
bullying’ on the internet, reports which
have the sole aim of damaging competitors on social networking and video
platforms like YouTube. It is reported
that defamatory rumours about product
quality are circulated; Facebook groups
are set up - all with the aim spreading
false news stories which are damaging
to business, or simply in order to make
money. Banks are especially vulnerable
and small firms can be ruined. But capitalism would not be capitalism if there
weren’t firms who have specialised in
spreading rumours and other firms who
fight these rumours.
Quicker than reality
In the fight against such false reports,
the line between fair and propagandistic
counter measures is very thin and often
disputed. In Switzerland, online trend
monitoring companies - the first of its
kind - trace and fight against these internet hoaxes on behalf of their customers. In the English speaking world, such
companies are already widely spread.
They are charged with retroactively
pursuing complaints from customers
in forums and social media portals. Or
they are tasked with defaming criticism
from nature and human rights organisations of problematic profit bearers as
rumours. So now, what is news, what is
rumour and what is counter rumour?
In the world of people-centred journalism whose reports focus on stars and
celebrities, the difference between truth
and rumour has long been undistinguishable. Four days before Christmas
in 2011, the false report that Jon Bon
Jovi was dead was circulated around the
world. When the media began to speculate about his death the singer posted a
picture of himself in front of a Christmas tree on his Facebook page. In his
hands he held a piece of paper on which
was written, ‘Heaven looks a lot like
New Jersey. Be assured: Jon is alive and
well’. By contrast the report of Michael
Jackson’s death on the US gossip portal TMZ.com was confirmed by reality.
TMZ.com has added rumour-mongering
to its business model and provides informants with ‘top fees’ for the most up to
date stories. In the case of Michael Jackson this meant that the world exclusive
report on his death was published minutes before the official report announcing the death of the King of Pop was
actually made. Sometimes the internet
really is quicker than reality.
Translated from the German by Amy
Fox
©www.streetnewsservice/Suprise
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Contours of a New Political Imaginary

continued from Page 1

Excerpt from the opening day speech by
Corrine Kumar, founder of the World
Courts of Women. Corrine, along with
The Asian Women’s Human Rights
Council, El Taller International, and a
large collaboration of networks in many
different countries previously organized
and held over 30 Women’s Courts globally. Organizations from across the United States: Philadelphia’s Poor People’s
Economic Human Rights Campaign and
Portland’s Sisters of the Road sent representatives. Lead Organization the Women’s Economic Agenda Project, with
the Alameda County Community Food
Bank, Building Opportunities for SelfSufficiency (BOSS), Hip Hop Congress,
Lifetime, SEIU Local 1021, UFCW Local 5, and St. Mary’s Center were a few
of over 60 organizations that helped plan
this ‘history making’ four day event.
In her speech, Ethel Long Scott, WEAP’s
Executive Director, shared these words,
“There has never been a time in this
country of such tremendous opportunities and tremendous disparities. There is
nothing quite like this globalization of
capitalism. We at WEAP have a focus
on making economic security and justice available to large numbers of people
across this globe and most particularly
in this country. We have this idea that
POVERTY IS VIOLENCE! We are
dedicated to not only elevating the national discourse, but also advancing the
vision of the need for economic human
rights dedicated to achieving a few small
things - accessible comprehensive health
care for all, from birth to death and a living wage so that we might thrive and not
simply survive!”
The Court brought together experts from
the different perspectives in the Economic Equity movement. Keynote speakers
included, Kay McMay, former president
of the California Nurses Association
and Chair of the CNA’s Political Action
Committee; Richard Monje, International Vice President of Workers United;
and Inspirational Community Activist
Emma Denice Milligan, a teacher and
writer for WEAP, just to name a few.
The truth sayers and heart of the event
were the personal and video testimonies
of those affected by poverty, unemployment, homelessness and suffering from
an inadequate health care system. One
of the consensuses reached is “The system is broken. The people are not.”
Throughout Roundtable Events, attendees heard from panelists spotlighting
the scope of the problem and solutions
to these core issues: Poverty, Jobs and
Immigration; Foreclosures, Homelessness and Poverty Rights; Environment
and the Justice System; Healthcare for
the 99%; and Organizing for a Quality
Public Education.

Ethel Long-Scott, Director of Women’s Economic Agenda Project, speaking at the World Courts of Women Press Conference.

The Court was facilitated by power
house activist and Hip Hop Congress
President, Shamako Noble.
Ashley Proctor, a panelist on “Healthcare for the 99%,” shared her story. Ashley has a Festus tubular which has deteriorated her throat system. Beginning
at age 10, she went undiagnosed for 12
years, she saw 34 doctors who told her,
without looking down her throat, that
there was nothing wrong with her. She
remembers at 22 sharing baby food with
her son, because that was all she could
eat. “One day a lady at my church told
me I was too skinny and that I was going to die.” Ashley told her why she
could not eat. The lady, who was also a
nurse, took one look and recommended
an upper GI exam. After the procedure
the doctor was amazed that Ashley was
still talking. “I weighed 97 pounds. My
glands were permanently swollen and
the inside of my throat no longer existed.”
From the same panel, Vanessa Nguyen,
BOSS Community Organizer and Suitcase Clinic Volunteer talked about her
experience, “Folks in poverty are living
in neighborhoods with tons of violence,
walking home is stressful, scary, dangerous. Stress causes a slew of health issues, like stress eating, smoking, drugs...
health and poverty are intertwined.”
The event’s entertainment consisting of
song, dance and poetry textured the days
with color, great music and rich culture.
Many times, the audience was brought
to their feet in applause from performances from Antique Naked Soul, Las
Bomberas de la Bahia, DeLabrie, Ma-

maz, Rahman Jamaal, Shamako Nobel,
The Revolutionary Poets Brigade and
Youth Speaks. On day two BOSS Executive Director boona cheema MC’d a
California Partnership press conference
which included Oakland Mayor Jean
Quan speaking out in support.
And on day three, Congresswoman Barbara Lee shared that there is a serious
push to cut billions of dollars from food
stamp programs and from the Preventive Health Care Fund, a fund that helps
women. Encouraging all who were in
attendance, Congresswoman Lee said,
“Women of the world unite! Women’s
leadership really defines whether the
world will move forward or go backwards.”
The court culminated in a presentation
by the jurors who were charged to witness the proceedings and draft a resolution that will be shared during planning
stages of three other Courts of Women
in other parts of the United States. Ultimately, a US contingent will present a
US Courts of Women on Poverty Resolution at the United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva Switzerland.
The Oakland Courts panel of jurors included lifelong Detroit activist Marian
Cramer, Professor of African American
and Women’s Studies at University of
Minnesota Rose Brewer, activist and
leader in Philadelphia’s Poor People’s
Economic Human Rights campaign
Cheri Honkala, Oakland based Criminal
Defense Lawyer Tom Meyer, Archbishop Aurea Lewis of UROJAS Community Services Ministries, Board member
for Portland’s Sisters of the Road Two
Bears, Professor of English at UC Riv-

erside Marguerite Walker, and BOSS
Community Organizer Janny Castillo.
This excerpt from the Juror Resolution
touches on the depth of testimonies and
the resulting roundtable resolutions:
...The hurt heart, the damaged spirit must
have a place to heal. The US Courts of
Women on Poverty has created the space
for this unstoppable healing to begin.
...We, the Jurors of the US Courts of
Women on Poverty, on this day which
is Mother’s Day, bear witness to the suffering of our mothers and the pain of our
sons and daughters. We bear witness to
the violence of battery, criminal injustice, homelessness, mental illness and
physical violence, food insecurity and
economical genocide indeed, the extreme violence perpetrated by poverty
and the capitalist system.
...The resolutions created in this World
Court will take root in the people and organizations of the Western Region and
will be carried by all manner of communications to regions all over the US, to
other World Courts, and to the Geneva
Switzerland UN Human Rights Council.
...We, the Jurors of the US Courts of
Women on Poverty, Western Region
hold the United States Government and
corporations responsible and accountable for the multitude of gross human
rights violations that have barred the way
to basic human rights such as affordable
housing, health and mental health care,

Continued on Page 7
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Homeless Property Class Action Update Lehr v City of Sacramento
by Paula

The claims period for the Lehr versus
the City of Sacramento class action
lawsuit is now closed. One thousand
four hundred claims were submitted
while the claims period was open from
March through June 8, 2012. Now the
claims administrator, Gilardi & Co.
LLC, is processing all the forms which
may take from one to two months. We
have no way of knowing how long this
process will take.
This case, originally filed in court by
Mark Merin in 2007, sought to compensate homeless people who had
their meager possessions confiscated
and destroyed by Sacramento City and
County law enforcement. Sacramento
County settled out of court a couple
years ago, resulting in compensating

the homeless population for their losses from County Rangers and Sheriff’s
work crews. The City would not settle
and so their case went to court and was
won by plaintiffs in May of 2011.
Sacramento Homeless Organizing
Committee helped to distribute claim
forms, helped people who had difficulty filling out the forms on their
own, and posted notices. SHOC was
originally an organizational plaintiff
but was excluded from the case along
with the request for redressing the unjust city camping ordinance. We must
recognize that winning this class action lawsuit goes a long way towards
justice for the homeless population of
Sacramento, and that Attorneys Mark
Merin, Cathleen Williams and Ronald
Blubaugh are Homeless Justice Heros!

Front to Back: Mark Merin, Cathleen Williams, and Ron and Carol
Blubaugh. Mark, Cat and Ron received the Sacramento Housing Alliance
Homeless Justice Award for winning the Lehr case for homeless people
in Sacramento.

Rights of Homeless People
executive director of the National Coalition for the Homeless. “This just affirms
the rights and existence of the unhoused
in America.”

In Philadelphia, an ordinance took effect
on June 1 banning charities from feeding homeless people in public places
such as parks.

Cities including Philadelphia, San Francisco and St. Louis recently passed ordinances targeting the homeless or have
stepped up enforcement of existing regulations.

In St. Louis, Missouri, police evicted
homeless people from a site leased for
them by a local minister after the city
cleared out three homeless encampments along the Mississippi River.

A report in April from the White House’s
Interagency Council on Homelessness
noted a “proliferation of local measures
to criminalize ‘acts of living’” such as
sitting, standing or asking for money in
public places.
“You’re just looked down on because
you’re carrying your life on your back,”
said John Joyce of Providence, who was
homeless for three years and now is codirector of the Rhode Island Homeless
Advocacy Project.
Frank Nolan, 53, of Providence became
homeless last year when a ruptured appendix left him with $30,000 in hospital
bills and he did not have medical insurance.
Nolan said he used the addresses of
friends on job applications because he
knew he would not be hired if his address was a homeless shelter.
He said he was stunned when a bus driver failed to stop for him and three other
homeless men waiting near a shelter.
“He pulled up and looked at us and he
knew we were homeless,” said Nolan.
He just waved and he drove off.”

continued from Page 1

In California, San Francisco last year
began enforcing a ban on sitting and
lying on sidewalks between 7 a.m. and
11 p.m., with violators facing tickets of
up to $500. But San Jose recently said
it would order police to stop throwing
away the personal possessions of homeless people seized during sweeps of
homeless camps, amid criticism from
homeless advocates.

Opposition to the bill in Rhode Island’s
Democratic-controlled legislature was
muted, said Jim Ryczek, executive director of the Rhode Island Coalition for
the Homeless.
©www.street-papers.org/Reuters
First paragraph edited by HW to include R.I. Governor signing the bill.

The new legislation amends Rhodes Island’s Title 34 of the General Laws entitled “Property”by adding a new Chapter 37, which is called the “Homeless Bill of Rights.” The most interesting part is
Section 3, which the R.I. House bill reads as:
34-37.1-3. Bill of Rights. – No person’s rights, privileges, or access to public services may be denied or abridged
solely because he or she is homeless. Such a person shall be granted the same rights and privileges as any other
resident of this state. A person experiencing homelessness:
(1) Has the right to use and move freely in public spaces, including, but not limited to, public sidewalks, public
parks, public transportation and public buildings, in the same manner as any other person, and without discrimination on the basis of his or her housing status;
(2) Has the right to equal treatment by all state and municipal agencies, without discrimination on the basis of
housing status;
(3) Has the right not to face discrimination while seeking or maintaining employment due his or her lack of
permanent mailing address, or his or her mailing address being that of a shelter or social service provider;
(4) Has the right to emergency medical care free from discrimination based on his or her housing status;
(5) Has the right to vote, register to vote, and receive documentation necessary to prove identity for voting without discrimination due to his or her housing status;
(6) Has the right to protection from disclosure of his or her records and information provided to homeless
shelters and service providers to state, municipal and private entities without appropriate legal authority; and
the right to confidentiality of personal records and information in accordance with all limitations on disclosure
established by the Federal Homeless Management Information Systems, the Federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, and the Federal Violence Against Women Act; and
(7) Has the right to a reasonable expectation of privacy in his or her personal property to the same extent as
personal property in a permanent residence.
Full bill available on line at: http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText12/HouseText12/H7173A.pdf
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THE SHAPE OF THE MULTIVERSE, AND OH YES, THE PROOF
www.chongonation.com

by the homeless science writer,

Chongo
(The preceding article began with a discussion
concerning the “contents” of black holes.
This served to lead to the second part of the
article, which was their connection with the
origins of the universe. Many readers were
left unclear. This is a clarification.)
The preceding article briefly reviewed
black holes, and pondered what might
lie within them, namely, other universes,
universes perhaps very much like our own.
It also introduced another process that
could (or, perhaps better stated, does), like
black holes, also yield a universe, namely,
something called a quantum fluctuation,
which is a demonstrable physical property
of the quantum mechanical principles that
seem to underlie nature. According to the
very well tested principles of the Theory
of Quantum Mechanics, the cornerstone of
modern physics today, “nothing” is all that is
required for yielding a quantum fluctuation
that yields an entire universe like ours, or
bigger (or smaller, and/or of brief, trivial
duration and extent), from the gravitational
energy of space alone. As mysterious as
such a source for the immense quantities
of energy populating just that part of the
universe that we manage to somehow see
might seem, it simply reflects the potentially
limitless capacity of gravity, that, according
to quantum theory, need only be somewhere,
anywhere, so long as the “total” amount lies
short of infinite.
The long future history that our own
universe includes provides, in ample, endless
abundance, the “nothingness” necessary
for bringing forth a universe purely from
quantum fluctuations (and that is ignoring it
having yet done so in the trivial extent visible
to us, not to mention our limited capacity
for said detection). An existing universe,
like ours, has such a long history (that of an
infinite duration) that it can yield another
universe – indeed, yield many, including
itself – from mere “quantum fluctuations”
occurring within the vast voids of space and
endless eons of time that its overall history
includes, long after that part of it that we see
presently, filled with stars, galaxies, and other
ongoing contemporary natural phenomena
actively evolving, ends, trillions of years in
the future.
Yes, for very well demonstrated physical
principles, a universe can not only yield other,
different universes, but among the immense
plethora of other, different universes that it
can yield, a universe like ours has adequate
temporal extent and an adequate number of
successors for ultimately even yielding itself.
In this way, and perhaps in this way alone,
every history of every universe is, although
endless, lacking any boundaries, and while
individually capable of yielding an endless
number of successors, by following events
into its future that finally leads back to any

individual universe’s presumed individual
“origins,” remains always a finite series of
events, within a finite extent, as is any point
in its history that one would ever choose.
Hence, the history of our universe or that
of any like it is, although endless, always
finite in its endlessness, at every point in its
history.
In a trillion years, our universe will be
much different. It will be exponentially far,
far larger, by immense magnitudes, much
darker, significantly emptier, far colder,
and well on its way to a “heat death” (of
maximum entropy). ‘Heat death’, however,
doesn’t mean that is inactive, populated by
nothing and hence, doing “nothing.” Such
a universe has adequate “time” to yield
another universe, or again many, purely
through quantum fluctuations alone. As a
matter of fact, such emptiness cannot avoid
yielding new universes (keeping in mind
that the term universe includes the entire
history, “beginning to [infinite] end,” called
“the block”), because even empty space has
mass, and therefore gravitational potential.
And this is only the beginning of its future.
Our universe will never precisely “end.”
Trillions upon trillions of years of unceasing
expansion does not even begin to approach
the infinite temporal duration and unending
spatial extent that is its future. In short, our
universe will never cease giving rise to other
universes (other blocks). It is destined to do
so endlessly, forever.
So, our universe will someday (in trillions
of years) serve to do little more than forever
give rise to other universes, which then, in
turn, give rise to yet other universes that do
the same (give rise to other universes, more
blocks), on and on, surely endlessly, again,
forever, into the direction of the future.
Likewise, the same can be true proceeding
in the opposite direction, backwards in time
also, to “before” (physically beyond, that is
to say, “deep within”) the Big Bang. Our very
universe could be (and indeed most probably
is) the outcome of another predecessor
universe yielding it, that it, itself, could have
had a predecessor, endlessly, together with
all those that, additionally, emanate from
it, in what can be an enormous structure
of universes, perhaps among many others,
that is called by theoretical physics, the
multiverse.
Naturally, this begs the obvious question,
which is this: Is the multiverse infinite in
both directions, backward and forward, or
instead, following events backward, does
the multiverse “begin” with a unique “root”
universe (termed the “ultiverse”), with
unique “origins,” different from all successor
universes, opening up into a grander “tree”
of successors. Or, in place of a unique,
initiating event or initiating universe, is there
an eternal, initiating, closed, circular, finite,
edgeless “chain” of events (in geometric
terms, a torus), with no single event or any
single universe in the chain being the initial
event or universe, but rather the entire loop

itself being the root upon which the entire,
infinite multiverse structure emanates?
If the origin of a universe is the same as
that of any other universe, then each and
every universe has a predecessor. Therefore
logically, there can be no such thing as an
individual ‘initial’ root universe for a tree
of universes any more than there can be an
initial moment or event, as a physical edge
to space or time, anywhere. The initiating
loop of histories as a whole, even if it is
only a single history alone, is, eternally,
self-existent, within a finite number of
other endless histories, each leading to a
subsequent one that ultimately leads back to
itself.
Logically, there can be only initiating loops,
rather than an initiating universes, if each
and every universe, without exception, is to
have a predecessor, even if the predecessor
is the emanating – and ultimately emanated
– universe itself, with the initiating loop
consisting of only a single universe
yielding itself (which must be counted as a
possibility), rather than several, in a chained
loop. Why would a unique distinction even
exist and what could it possibly ever be? This
question seems improper given the fact that
an infinite temporal extent for the history of
our universe is adequate time for a quantum
fluctuation to yield a universe with a history
identical to ours.
Now, one might presume that identical
histories can be physically distinct histories
instead of the same, but neither is physically
distinguishable from the other in any way.
In this way, no particular moment or event
within the loop initiates anything, any
more than there exists a “westernmost”
place along the equator that doesn’t have
another place west of it! No such place
can logically ever exist in such a loop; it is
edgeless. Hence, reality is an edgeless, yet
bounded cause-and-effect loop, spanning
what is always a closed, circular course of
events – but need include no more extent
than that of just a single universe, especially
one with as infinite a temporal and spatial
extent as our own. In the same way that our
universe is edgeless by being “round,” so is
the multiverse structure round too, meaning
likewise that any and every universe within
the structure is round in order for the whole
to lack any edge as well. And, like any
universe, any single multiverse might seem
the only multiverse, and seem likewise the
full extent of existence.
An initiating loop rather than a unique
initiating universe for a tree of successor
universes, even if this loop consists of
only a single universe ultimately yielding
itself (presumably leading to many other
successive, incidental ones along the way),
makes every universe “appear” to have
emerged from “nothing” (meaning initiate
itself in the preexisting absence of either
space or time) as would correspondingly

be reflected in (consistent with) its physical
laws, which just happens to be the very case
for our universe. It should be noted that
our universe, lasting presumably forever,
constantly expanding, exponentially, all the
while, is adequate to yield the necessary
black hole (several hundred billion black
holes, each yielding a new universe, exist in
our visible universe alone) or the necessary
quantum fluctuations creating the initial
conditions that yield it, itself. Our universe
can emerge from what is either its own
history, or the history of a successor universe
emanating from it, just one, among many of
the very same!
So, the multiverse need not “require”
more than our single universe alone for
its existence (instead of the reverse being
true), even though it is probably more
likely that ours is incidental to the structure,
not foundational. A single universe alone
– minimally and by default, ours – is all
that is necessary, provided that this single
universe, among the infinite set of universes
that it ultimately yields, is this very universe
itself, which again, is minimally our own! In
other words, our universe may be all that is
necessary, provided that it somehow leads to
yielding itself. But then again, any and every
universe in the structure would seem so. Any
universe would likewise seem a sphere, rather
than a loop (torus), just as it would seem the
only as well.
Inflationary theory accounts for the enormous
size of the universe. It agrees impeccably with
observation. It also predicts the existence of
independent multiverse structures, and this is
how. When first proposed, the theory predicted
a distribution that would be seen, should,
someday, the microwave background radiation
from the Big Bang ever be mapped. When it
finally was, it agreed with the prediction to
an accuracy of one part in ten BILLION: this
remarkable accuracy being a statement of its
validity. Inflation theory predicts that a minute
extent of endlessly expanding space always
remains after inflation ceases and nearly all of
the inflated space “condenses” into a universe.
The minute residue that remains continues
expanding faster than light speed, leaving
always exponentially greater opportunity
for new universes and multiverse structures
to condense from the ‘vacuum energy’ that
drives inflation’s incredible expansion.
Because inflation is true, so is the multiverse
– many of them.
Using relativity and what it says about the
eternal nature of existence for explaining
the physical source of the universe still
leaves unanswered the question of what
is best termed the “basis” of existence
(as ‘source’ would simply not apply to
the eternal structure of the multiverse
collection of histories, i.e. the block of
blocks, because ‘eternal’ excludes any

Continued Next Page
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CONCERNS GROW OVER WIDESPREAD WEST NILE VIRUS ACTIVITY
THROUGHOUT SACRAMENTO COUNTY
June 27, 2012— The Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito and
Vector Control District continues to closely monitor the
spread of West Nile Virus activity as many new dead
birds and mosquito samples test positive for the disease
and activity is now widespread throughout Sacramento
County. “We are continuing to see significant West Nile
virus activity” said David Brown, District Manager. “We
need to act rapidly in order to reduce infected mosquito
populations and protect public health” he added. The
District is considering expanding aerial spraying to reduce
populations of infected mosquitoes. In the meantime,
cooperation from the public to drain any stagnant water
from their property and protect themselves from bites by
using a mosquito repellent is critical.

MULTIVERSE

The areas where the majority of activity is concentrated
include portions of Sacramento County south of the
American River from about Highway 50 south to the Elk
Grove area; the Sacramento River/Pocket area east to
Birch Ranches/Harris area. In addition, the area around
North Highlands is also currently seeing an increase of
dead birds and mosquito samples that have tested positive
for the disease. “Our bird populations continue to have
high infection rates and they are infecting the mosquitoes
allowing for the virus to amplify” indicated Brown.
Media release by Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito and Vector
Control District -www.fightthebite.net.

New Political Imaginary

continued from Page 4

kind of “initiation”). Well, given that our universe
is a mathematical structure (insomuch as the laws
of physics universally conform to what are purely
mathematical symmetries and metamathematical
principles, ‘asymmetry’ itself being paramount
among these principles), then, extending this notion
to all other universes in the multiverse structure and
in particular to the entire structure itself, even if our
universe alone is its extent, the reason becomes selfevident. So, given the existence of ourselves (our
awareness), nonexistence is a clear impossibility,
again, for purely mathematical and metamathematical
reasons, and for no others (especially since no other
meaningful reasons even seem to exist anyway,
being there is no analog to math)! Hence, insomuch
that the basis for its structure account for its most
fundamental origins (again, math) all that remains are
what may be mathematical and metamathematical
possibilities for “something” to exist, because
math and metamath exist “ethereally,” eternally,
wholly independently of anything whatsoever,
but in particular, independently of any physical
existence (like a universe), even though, according
to mathematical and non-mathematical principles
manifest in ours, nonexistence is apparently a
mathematical non-possibility.
Thus, existence simply “is,” eternally, without
having ever been created or initiated (through,
for example, a first cause), because ethereal and
eternal mathematical and metamathematical “truth”
demands (or “commands”) that it cannot not be, as
an example, in the fact that such truth is reflected in
the existence of the universe itself. Correspondingly,
just as existence seems unavoidable, so also seems
an awareness of it, which is precisely what quantum
theory happens to say (that there must be awareness
of existence, or there is none), thereby providing
a way for “incorporating” actual existence into
the multiverse structure, via quantum means of
introduction that lie wholly within it.
© 2012 Chongo (C. Tucker), All rights reserved.
(Videos pertinent to the subject of this article can
be seen by clicking on “Education” from the http://
www.chongonation.com home page. Chongonation.
com is a web site dedicated to educating those who
have least opportunity for learning the scientific
foundations that describe nature more accurately
than any other body of ideas ever conceived.
Chongonation.com has books and free videos that
provide such opportunity, in lay terms.)

World Courts organizers inspiring the audience with song
quality education, right to justice and dignity, and the
right to exist and thrive in a free and true democracy.
Special thanks are due to WEAP and its Executive Director Ethel Long-Scott for taking the lead on organizing the
first World Courts of Women ever held in the US. The
BOSS contingent included Community Organizers Marlene Hurd, Jon-Mychal Cox and Marshall Hackett who
were thanked for their contribution to the Court’s success.
As for me, it was an honor to serve as juror.
This article does not allow space to adequately describe
the spirit, the depth of the stories, and the value of the
information that represented the World Courts of Women
on Poverty in the US. Pictures and video from the event
are available now and over the next three months more
will be posted at the Youtube Channel “Casboss,” and
Facebook page “Create Peace at Home,” and Flickr site

“bossweb1.”
“We ask the powerful of the world, the giant multinationals, the rich in the richest country of the world, we ask you
to look into the eyes of your children. What stories will
you tell them? Will you tell them that once upon a time,
not so long ago, when millions of people in America were
living on the streets, when millions did not have health
care, or food, housing or work, when millions of poor
people have fallen through the holes in the safety net, that
they -The Powerful only looked away - will you tell them
you had no answers and accepted only violent ones...
what will you tell your children?” - Corinne Kumar
Reprinted with permission from Women’s Economic
Agenda Project - http://weap.org
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Yes!

I want to see HOMEWARD,

a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento.
Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription.
Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________
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Received

HOMELESS RESOURCES

clip & mail coupon

Women & Children

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Dinner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up SA patio weekdays at
1PM. 442-0331

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32:
Breakfast for Women and children 8am9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for
women and families.

St. John’s Shelter: Women and Children.
4410 Power Inn Rd. Call between 10am &
3pm for space availability. 453-1482
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mission, Newcomers/Referrals have priority.
7:30pm Chapel Service with meal afterwards, 6am breakfast for residents. Showers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to
all homeless men: 447-3268
SAEHC, Sacramento Area Emergency
Housing Center: 4516 Parker Ave. 24 hrs:
Family Shelter: Families, single adults
with children who have no other resource:
Womenís Refuge, single women, no children: Call for screening/space availability
455-2160

Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Weekdays 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many
services

Meals
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church
service 7:00pm required, dinner following
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch
at noon. 447-3268
Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park weekdays: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on
Sundays .
Women’s Civic Improvement Center: Seniors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30
lunch M-F 452-2866

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full breakfast: M-W-F continental breakfast for
women and children. 454-9688

also see Wind in Youth Services for young
adults

Free Clothing

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers;
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M-F
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to
2pm. 443-8333

Crisis Intervention
WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault and their children. Referrals to court mandated battery
intervention programs, Safe house, 24 hr.
crisis line: 920-2952

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. (at
Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.
456-1980

Sacramento Mental Health Center (County): 2150 Stockton Blvd 24hr. Will evaluate
anyone for voluntarty or involuntary psychiatric care due to danger to self or others. 732-3637

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St.
Men: M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women
and Children: Thursday. Signups start at
9am attend Bible study at 9:30am and get
clothing at 10am 447-3268

AIDS / HIV

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all
welcome. 452-7078

Medical
Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children:
Next to Fire Station on N. C St. 7:30am &
12:30pm. 446-3345
Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway
(Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am 12:30 pm 874-8300

Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri.,
8-11:30am Tues 8-11:30am only. Mental
Health evaluation, medication if needed.
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:
443-6972

AIDS Housing Alliance provides residential care, transitional housing & permanent
housing services to homeless persons living with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.
CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Education and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care,
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and
regional prevention/ed classes.
4433299
Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach
Program provides direct services to people
living with AIDS and HIV. Transportation
to social services, medical appointments,
job interviews, and housing assistance.
447-2437
Harm Reduction Services: 3640 40th St.;
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing;
case management for HIV; free medical
clinic, needle exchange. 456-4849
Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous
testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt. 8747720.

Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Cesear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sunday 1:30 pm. All Welcome.

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N. “A” St.
Blding.-A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to
transitional living programs, independant
living, mental health support services; SSI/
SSDI application assistance;
Walk-ins
8-11am M-F 440-1500

Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5
pm All Welcome.

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeLaney Center). 699-1536

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal assistance and advocacy for problems related to homelessness. 446-0368

Youth Services

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc:
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm,
1pm-5pm. Problems with public benefits,
landlord / tenant, divorce clinic. Call for
appt. 551-2150

Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays,
8-11 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after 10
am church service; dinner 6:30 pm after 5
pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7 pm
after 6 pm church service. Must attend
services. 452-7078

Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old. Hot Line
call 1-800-339-7177

Welcome to

Homeward:

Please help us make a differance!

Office Use Only

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
and mail to: PO Box 952 Sacramento, CA 95812

Night Shelters

About SHA

Sacramento Housing Alliance
is a network of
concerned
citizens who promote decent
affordable housing for low
income households and homeless
people
through
advocacy
and participation in
public
discourse.
For more info, or if you would
like to participate, please call:

(916) 455-4900

http://sachousingalliance.org
1800 21st Street Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811

The SHA does not
itself provide or
manage housing.
Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps,
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.
736-0616
Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer
Free Consultation (916) 658-1880

Miscellaneous
Francis House Center: 1422 C St. 9:00noon walk-in - direct services resource
counseling, vouchers for IDs, Dvr Licenses, Birth Certs, Transp Assistance;
noon-3:00 - appts for in-depth resource
counseling; by appt: Senior/Disability/
Verteran’s advocacy, notary service. Job
Development Center open 9am-3pm MTu-W-F and noon-3pm Th. Motel vouchers for qualified families. 443-2646
Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072
Employment Development Department
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-F
8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services.
800-300-5616
Medi-Cal:
1-800-773-6467,1-888-7471222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725
28th St. 916-874-2256
Social Security Office: 8351 Folsom Blvd
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F
9am-4:30pm 381-9410: Natl line 1-800772-1213

211 Sacramento

Dial 211

Legal Aid

for tele-info & referral service

Disability Rights, CA: Free legal services
for people with disabilities. Call for appt.
toll free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Califorina Youth Crisis Line:
Health Rights Hotline:

1-800-843-5200
551-2100

VA Outreach:

1-800-827-1000

Homeless VA Coordinator:

(916) 364-6547

Homeward Street
Journal has been publishing since 1997 as a
non-profit project of the
Sacramento Homeless
Organizing Committee,
which is a member of the Sacramento
Housing Alliance. The paper’s mission is
to alleviate miscommunication between
communities by educating the public about
housing and poverty issues, and by giving
homeless people a voice in the public forum. Homeward also informs homeless
persons of shelter and occupational assistance, and acts as a creative self-help
opportunity for those individuals who wish
to participate.
The opinions expressed in Homeward are
those of the authors, and not necessarily
the Sacramento Housing Alliance or SHOC
or Homeward.
Submissions and Editorial Policy
We welcome any participation or contributions: Articles, poems and other writing
can be submitted at our office in Friendship
Park, or mailed to the address below.
All writing submitted for publication will
be edited as necessary, with due respect
for the author’s intent. The editors will attempt to consult with an author if changes
are necessary, however, the paper will go
to print with the story as edited if the author
is unavailable.
All Letters to the Editor must be signed to
be published. If the writer wishes to remain
anonymous s/he should so state, but the
letter must still be signed .
Poetry and graphics will not be edited, either the paper will publish the submission
or not.
In submitting articles to the paper, authors
give their permission to print their submissions in accordance with the above stipulations, as well as possible reprinting in
NASNA member papers, with due byline.
Any requests for stories outside the above
three will be referred to the author.
Subscriptions are available with a $15
contribution. Make checks out to SHOC
(Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee).
Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with the
Homeward Street Journal in any way.
Participants with the paper are not allowed to solicit for donations for L&F,
nor make any reference regarding the
relationship between Loaves & Fishes
and this newspaper whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
PO Box 952
Sacramento, CA 95812
The paper may be reached at:

(916) 442-2156
The paper may also be
E-mailed at

homeward2@yahoo.com
On the web at:
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

