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Bon Jovi added some star power to the 
fight against homelessness during the 
groundbreaking ceremony for JBJ Soul 
Homes, a joint effort between Phila-
delphia homelessness providers Proj-
ect H.O.M.E and People for People, 
Inc. “Each of us has the power to effect 
change. You needn’t be a rock star

Jon Bon Jovi stuck a shovel in the ground 
and smiled. He’s best known as the rock-
er who is one of the world’s best-selling 
and most popular artists, having sold 
more than 140 million albums. Among 
homelessness providers in Philadelphia 
and across the country he’s also known 
as a selfless and dedicated advocate with 
a long history of donating time, money 
and energy to fighting homelessness.

He dreams very big. But he talks small. 
As Bon Jovi participated in the ground-
breaking ceremonies for JBJ Soul Homes, 
a joint effort between Philadelphia home-
lessness providers Project H.O.M.E and 
People for People, Inc., that will bring 
apartments for formerly homeless and 
low-income adults and children to North 
Philadelphia, he talked about the day-to-
day difference every person can make 
in the fight to end homelessness. It was 
a call to action that asked people to em-
brace a simple formula.

“We don’t need a scientist to create the 
cure,” Bon Jovi said. “It’s going to take a 
lot of determination and sweat and there 
are a lot of determined people here who 
believe that we can, in fact, eradicate 
homelessness.

“It doesn’t take money. It takes acts of 
kindness. It takes determination. It takes 

Bon Jovi Joins Fight Against Homelessness

Bon Jovi Speaking Photo: Nicole Polk 
(courtesy of Project Home)
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By Paula Lomazzi

The Homeless Person’s Bill of 
Rights and Fairness Act (AB5) was 
introduced by Assemblymember 
Tom Ammiano into California State 
Assembly on December 3, 2012. 
This historic event follows a first 
ever homeless bill of rights that was 
recently passed in Rhode Island. 
This is just the beginning of the work 
needed before this bill can actually 
become California State law, but 
there is great interest throughout the 
state in seeing this vision of rights 
for homeless people become an 
actuality.

Sacramento Homeless Organizing 
Committee (SHOC) first formed 
in 1987 in response to the passing 
of a city anti-camping ordinance in 

Sacramento. SHOC helped to put an 
end to that ordinance through legal 
means, but the City merely enacted 
a new anti-camping ordinance to 
replace the old one. In a recent 
lawsuit against Sacramento, we were 
asking the courts to help eliminate 
the anti-camping ordinance but the 
judge threw that part of the case 
out, keeping only the claims against 
property destruction by police and 
rangers in the lawsuit. Advocacy, 
civil disobedience, and pleas to the 
City Council have failed to make 
Sacramento’s leaders recognize that 
homeless people have the right to 
exist.

SHOC joined the Western Regional 
Advocacy Project (WRAP) last year. 
WRAP membership is made up of 
homeless advocacy organizations 

from major cities throughout the 
western region of the US. We began 
our participatory membership by 
joining in the civil rights survey 
project, collecting information about 
the experiences of homeless people 
living in Sacramento directly from 
people experiencing homelessness.  
Other WRAP members from other 
cities similarly have been taking 
these surveys and we find homeless 
people in all members’ cities are 
having similar experiences of civil 
rights abuses and discriminatory 
treatment.

In fact, we find that cities throughout 
the US are increasingly passing 
local legislations and policies aimed 

Homeless Person’s Bill of  Rights and Fairness Act – AB5

continued on Page 5
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By John Chalmers and Serajul Quadir 
        Reuters

Sweating and trembling as he fielded ques-
tions about last month’s killer fire at one of 
his factories in Bangladesh, Delwar Hossain 
insisted he had no idea the workshop was 
making clothes for Wal-Mart Stores Inc when 
it went up in flames. 

On the other side of the world, Wal-Mart said 
the factory - where 112 workers lost their 
lives - was not authorized to produce its mer-
chandise and had been sub-contracted by a 
supplier without its permission.

That there should be such blind spots in the 
supply chain of the world’s largest retailer is 
puzzling.

However, an investigation by Reuters since 
the November 24 blaze has found that, under 
pressure from big Western brands to produce 
huge volumes of apparel fast and at rock-bot-
tom prices, Bangladeshi suppliers routinely 
sub-contract their orders.

This frequently happens without the knowl-
edge of the end-buyers and, all too often, 
the orders end up in factories that under-pay 
workers or cut corners on safety.

Experts in supply-chain risk say the practice 
has led to a lack of control over what is man-
ufactured where, by whom and under what 
conditions.

“The first problem is retailers and wholesal-
ers are demanding more and more compli-
ance and more and more protocol. However, 
they keep pushing everyone for lower and 
lower prices,” said Edward Hertzman, who 
runs Sourcing Journal, a trade publication.

“You have one department of the company 
campaigning for fair wages etcetera, but then 
in the very next room the sourcing depart-
ment is asking for 10-20 percent cheaper. 
How do you do that?”

In the charred remains at the site of the fire in 
an industrial suburb of Bangladesh’s capital, 
Dhaka, a Reuters photographer found clothes 
that were labeled for - among other big-brand 
retailers - Wal-Mart, Sears Holdings Inc  and 
Walt Disney Co.

After the fire, both Wal-Mart and Sears ad-
mitted that their goods were being manu-
factured at the Tazreen Fashions workshop, 
even though both had specifically denied that 
factory authorization as a supplier.  Disney 
said its records showed that none of its au-
thorized licensees had manufactured Disney-
branded products at the factory for the past 
12 months.

Garment producers in the South Asian coun-
try say U.S. and European buyers haggle with 
them over every nickel and sent to keep their 
costs down, right down to the price of a shirt 
button. In turn, the suppliers - operating on 
wafer-thin margins - are forced to minimize 
their own costs and this often means farming 
work out to factories that operate on a shoe-
string.

“Everything has a price,” Bangladeshi Com-
merce Minister Ghulam Muhammed Quader 
told Reuters in Dhaka. “If you want to really 
give higher wages or really want to give some 

sort of other safety standards at a higher level, 
it costs some money. So the competitors for 
getting the orders from the big brands always 
try to cut their cost in different ways.”

BANGLADESH BOOM

For a long time Western apparel buyers de-
pended heavily on China to source their 
products. But labor shortages and mount-
ing wage pressures prompted them to look 
elsewhere and Bangladesh has become - as 
a 2011 McKinsey report put it - “the next 
sourcing hotspot.”

There they have found a country that has 
favorable trade terms with Europe and, cru-
cially - with the minimum wage for garment 
workers under $37 a month - plenty of cheap 
labor.  Bangladesh’s roughly 3,000 factories 
now account for 80 percent of the country’s 
$24 billion annual exports. The industry em-
ploys 3.6 million people and more than four 
times that number are dependent on the sec-
tor for their livelihoods.

In short, it has become the economic life-
blood of the once-impoverished country as it 
moves up from aid to trade.

Poor working conditions such as overcrowd-
ing and even locked emergency exits, have 
long been the dark side of this success story. 
Rights groups say efforts to address this have 
often been thwarted by curbs on union activi-
ties that employers and the government fear 
could threaten the boom.

In April, a labor activist was found murdered 
and his body bore signs of torture. Human 
Rights Watch said the killing raised the pos-
sibility of government involvement because 
the man had previously been detained and 
tortured by security officials. Officials dis-
missed the suggestion.

There have been building collapses and many 
fires at Bangladeshi garment factories in the 
past, although none as deadly as the blaze at 

Tazreen Fashions.
Shamoly Akhter, 19, was working on the sec-
ond floor of the multi-story factory building 
as night fell. She said that, when a fire alarm 
started ringing, two supervisors prevented 
employees from leaving and told them to re-
turn to their work.

“The alarm was ringing continuously and we 
were struggling to get out ... but they said it 
was just a drill,” she said at a Dhaka hospital, 
where she was being treated for injuries sus-
tained when she leapt from the burning build-
ing.  She said that music playing in the fac-
tory was turned to high volume, apparently to 
muffle the sound of the alarm.

When finally the workers forced their way to 
the staircase they found it was ablaze, thick 
with smoke because highly flammable yarn 
and fabrics stored around exits on the ground 
floor had caught fire.  The factory had no ex-
ternal fire-escape stairs so Akhter, like many 
of her co-workers, jumped from a window to 
the ground.

Factory owner Hossain, who was not present 
when the fire broke out, said he had never 
been told by the building’s planners that an 
outside staircase was necessary.

“You see, there are three staircases so why 
would we need another one?” he told Reuters 
in an interview.

SUBCONTRACTING - “A VERY 
COMMON PRACTICE”

Hossain is managing director of Tuba Group, 
which has several garment factories. One of 
its units - Tuba Garments Limited - was re-
cently sub-contracted to produce Wal-Mart 
clothes, but the order was diverted to Tazreen 
Fashions, according to two industry sources 
who declined to be named.

Hossain confirmed the order came from a 
sub-contractor, but said he had not been told 
the clothes were for Wal-Mart.

The trouble is that Wal-Mart rated the Tuba 
Garments factory as a “yellow” in “ethical 
sourcing audits,” which meant orders could 
be placed there, but Tazreen Fashions was 
not on its list of authorized factories.

“If somebody cheated ... it is not the fault of 
Wal-Mart, it is not the fault of that factory 
even,” said Mohammad Shafiul Islam, presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Association. “It is not 
possible to police everything. Inspection ev-
ery single hour, every single moment is not 
possible.”

Islam said sub-contracting only happens 
“sometimes,” but one garment manufacturer 
who asked not to be named said it is “a very 
common practice.”

“Wal-Mart goes to the lowest bidder so man-
ufacturers have to work on high volumes, but 
no one can find enough compliant factories 
to fulfill the orders, so they sub-contract,” he 
said.

Sourcing Journal’s Hertzman, a veteran of 
the sourcing world who pairs retailers and 
apparel brands with factories in five Asian 
countries, said the whole certification process 
is often more cosmetic than anything else.

“A lot of times factories find ways to get 
around these certifications,” he said. “Every-
thing looks kosher on the day of the audit, but 
they really are not up to par.”

The problem boils down to cost, he added. 
Manufacturers commit to ethical behavior, 
but they choose countries where workers are 
paid comparatively meager salaries because 
it saves them money. Cheaper manufacturing 
there means cheaper goods on shelves in the 
West, which is what consumers ultimately 
want.

www.street-papers.org / Reuters

Apparel Factory Fire Reveals Big Brands’ Shadowy Supply Chains

Clothes and sewing machines are seen in the Tazreen Fashions garment factory, where 112 workers died in a fire, in Savar.
 Photo: REUTERS/Andrew Biraj
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will. It takes being your own micro-
phone and being your own TV cam-
era.  It starts small, and it starts right 
here and right now.”

In 2006 he founded the Jon Bon Jovi 
Soul Foundation, with the motto “Re-
building pride in one’s self and one’s 
community - one soul at a time.” The 
foundation helps fund and create 
community efforts to break the cycle 
of poverty and homelessness.

JBJ Soul Homes is just the latest 
project Bon Jovi has helped bring to 
fruition. The building, slated to open 
in November 2013, receives both 
private and public funding. The lead 
private funding comes from the JBJ 
Soul Foundation and the Middleton 
Partnership. The lead public funding 
comes from US Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD) 
and the City of Philadelphia. People 
for People, Inc. will manage the re-
tail space and Project H.O.M.E. will 
manage the residences.

The Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation, 
with its lead gift for the development 
of this project, provides leadership 
in affordable housing in Philadel-
phia and in its Soul Home in New-
ark, NJ.

“The struggle of homelessness is 
unimaginable to me,” Bon Jovi 
said. “But like we have seen after 
the tragedy of Hurricane Sandy, we 
know that if we forget all of our dif-
ferences, we can come together as 
one. People across the nation - and 
certainly here in Philadelphia - have 
proven time and again that by work-
ing together we can make a brighter 
future for people, communities, our 
city and beyond.”

Bon Jovi said he hopes JBJ Soul 
Homes will be one step toward end-
ing homelessness.

“I hope that what will happen here is 
that somebody in those homes will 
go out and just pay it forward,” Bon 
Jovi said. “We live in a time when we 
can’t rely on just the government or 
the private sector alone. These col-
laborations, at a time when our na-
tion is so polarized, are so important 
to the future of the country.”

While Bon Jovi certainly lent star 
power to the groundbreaking, hun-
dreds of area residents, major 
funders John and Leigh Middleton 
and Project H.O.M.E. co-founder 
Sister Mary Scullion noted the ex-
traordinary partnerships it takes to 
complete this kind of project.

“Today we celebrate more than just 
this project, but that vision we all 
share,” Sister Mary Scullion said. “A 
vision of a just and compassionate 
society; a vision where everyone has 
a place to call home and where ev-
eryone has a chance to flourish; a vi-
sion that believes in transformation, 
that even from the darkest of experi-
ences great things can come.”

Bon Jovi has been a longtime sup-
porter of Project H.O.M.E., a Phil-
adelphia-based nonprofit that em-
powers people to break the cycle of 
homelessness, address the structural 
causes of poverty, and attain their 
fullest potential as members of so-
ciety through a continuum of care 
comprised of street outreach, a range 
of supportive housing, and compre-
hensive services. At the event he 
thanked co-founders Sister Mary and 
Joan Dawson McConnon for their 
work.

“Our day is a little brighter when 
we’re in the company of Sister Mary 
and Joan and all the good works they 
have done in the past and will con-
tinue to do in the future,” he said.

“With great leadership comes the 
opportunity to make the change 
you want to be,” Bon Jovi said. 
“This was the place where our 
forefathers founded this great na-
tion. I don’t think they intended 
to see people on the street home-
less. I think they intended people 
to come and pursue life, liberty, 
that pursuit of happiness, the ba-
sic needs of a roof over your head, 
the opportunity to have food in 
your belly. That gives you the op-
portunity to go out and make the 
world a better place.”

With this project, and his partici-
pation in Hurricane Sandy relief 
efforts, Bon Jovi is continuing a 
long history of combating issues 

that force people into economic de-
spair.

Last year Bon Jovi and the Soul 
Foundation opened the Soul Kitchen 
in New Jersey, which takes an inno-
vative approach to fighting hunger. 
With no prices on the menu, the Soul 
Kitchen encourages diners to pay 
what they can in the form of a do-
nation, or serves meals to customers 
who are willing to volunteer at the 
restaurant. At the opening ceremo-
nies for the Soul Kitchen, Bon Jovi 
said: “At a time when one in five 
households are living at or below 
the poverty level, and at a time when 
one out of six Americans are food 
insecure, this is a restaurant whose 
time has come.”

Earlier this year Bon Jovi partnered 
with the Departments of Veteran Af-
fairs (VA), Housing & Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) and Health & Hu-
man Services (HHS) to help launch a 
mobile app that would allow home-
less veterans to better find and ac-
cess services, including housing and 
medical resources. 

“The concept is we can access vets 
to instant and real-time help via the 
internet. What better way to do that 
than through the minds of the tech 
community?” Bon Jovi said, in a 
conference call with reporters.

Bon Jovi has also worked with Cov-
enant House, and in April helped 
open a facility for homeless youth 
in Philadelphia. In an interview with 

Covenant House president Kevin 
Ryan, Bon Jovi recalled how his in-
terest in helping fight homelessness 
started:  “I remember that the first 
Covenant House was located near 
the old bus station at the foot of the 
Lincoln Tunnel in New York City,” 
Bon Jovi said. “I would look out the 
bus window on my way to work in 
a recording studio and often think, 
‘There, but for the grace of God go 
I...’”

Bon Jovi said he wrote “Runaway,” 
his first hit single, about the home-
less youths he saw. And his philan-
thropic efforts have continued to 
help fight homelessness across the 
country ever since.

“I have been blessed both in my 
professional and personal life,” Bon 
Jovi said. “Having the opportunity to 
make change is both rewarding and 
necessary ... Each of us has the pow-
er to effect change. You needn’t be a 
rock star. You needn’t be a politician 
or invent the magic pill. But each of 
us working together in what I refer 
to as the ‘power of we’ is capable of 
great things.”

Additional reporting for this story 
was provided by Project H.O.M.E. 
This report includes additional in-
formation from past interviews with 
Jon Bon Jovi and from the Jon Bon 
Jovi Soul Foundation.

www.street-papers.org/
One Step Away
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Ground Breaking Bon Jovi joins staff of Project H.O.M.E and People for Peo-
ple, Inc. at the groundbreaking ceremony for JBJ Soul Homes. Photo: Nicole 

Polk (courtesy of Project Home)



By Cathleen Williams

Health care for low income and 
homeless people is undergoing 
massive upheaval. Sacramento 
County health programs like CMISP 
are being phased out, and low income 
people are being shifted to LIHP or 
Medi-Cal. Low income health care 
is being put completely into private 
hands. New systems are being set up 
to handle more low income people, 
but at the same time cuts in benefits 
and State payments to medical 
providers (doctors and hospitals) 
are placing the whole process in 
jeopardy. 

What’s going on? It’s complicated 
and you need to know your rights 
to survive these massive, ongoing 
shifts. Unfortunately, it looks like 
the sicker you are, the more difficult 
it may be for you to get the urgent 
medical care you need in the new 
world of private care.

Our story begins with two people, 
Pamela and Jonah. Their experiences 
have been different over the past 
two years because their health care 
needs are different. Pamela has a 
debilitating condition (asthma).  
Jonah had cancer, and needs 
restorative surgery. We can learn 
from their experiences in dealing 
with the big changes that are going 
on. Future articles will report on 
their on-going struggles to find 
medical care and inform you about 
your rights.

As of December 2012, Pamela is 
being switched from the County 
Medically Indigent Services Program 
(CMISP) to a new program called 
“Bridge to Reform” or the Low 
Income Health Program (LIHP), 
which was set up by Sacramento 
County in response to Obama’s 
signing of the Affordable Care Act, 
also known as Obamacare. 

It took Pamela months after she 
applied in October 2011 to be finally 
accepted into CMISP, which has 
extremely low income eligibility (for 
one person, income must be LESS 
than $600 per month) and requires 
that the applicant have an urgent, 
current medical need. 

Medical access under CMISP is 
slow and hard. CMISP did not notify 
Pamela that she had been accepted. 
When she called to find out, three 
months had passed – then it took 
three months to get an appointment 
at the County Primary Care Center 
on Broadway. The appointment was 
then changed to a time that was 

impossible for her to make – and 
she had to make a new appointment. 
By the time she got an appointment 
a year had passed – and it was time 
for her to file a renewal eligibility 
application with CMISP.  Pamela 
rushed from Primary Care to the 
CMISP eligibility office and barely 
managed to get approval. When she 
saw the doctor, she was not eligible 
for preventative care because she 
was being transitions to LIHP.  

Now she’s starting over. After her 
appointment, she got a letter that 
she was being switched to a private 
insurer and health clinic, Molina 
Healthcare, and would have to start 
the whole process over at the new 
clinic.  However, recently she called 
the Molina clinic and they scheduled 
her first appointment for one week 
later.  She says she is pleased with 
their service, so far.

 She’s one of 10,000-14,000 childless 
adults between 19-64 years of age 
whose income is EXTREMELY low 
who are being enrolled in LIHP by 
the County. The County pays half the 
cost; the federal government pays 
the other half, which explains why 
the County has participated in the 
program. Yet the need for medical 
care is far greater than LIHP will 
cover – only 8% of uninsured low 
income individuals statewide are 
projected to be enrolled in LIHP. 

Pamela’s not eligible for Medi-Cal 
now, but in January 2014 her medical 
costs might be covered by Medi-
Cal, along with an estimated one 
to two million other low income 
Californians whom the State might 
add. Under the expansion, Medi-Cal 
would cover people whose income 
is up to 138 percent of the federal 
poverty line, or about $15,400 
annually for an individual. But the 
State must take action to expand 
the program and get the billions of 
federal funds that finance it. If the 
program goes through, Pamela will 
have to re-apply and establish her 
eligibility every year. 

At this same time, the State has tried 
to cut Medi-Cal re-imbursement 
to doctors and hospitals by ten 
percent, a reduction that follows 
years of cuts in funding and 
benefits. The State will save over 
$300 million per year by making 
these reductions, which have been 
delayed by court decisions.

As quoted in the Sacramento Bee 
on December 12, 2012, Vanessa 
Cajina of the Western Center on 
Law and Poverty, which advocates 

for the poor, stated, “I think the 
question here is, when we expand 
it, is it actually going to serve the 
people who need it.” 

California already has very low 
payment rates compared to other 
states: here, Medi-Cal only pays 
$24.00 for a fifteen minute visit; 
by comparison, Medicare, which 
subsidizes the care of seniors and 
some disabled people, pays $70.00 
per visit. There seems to be little 
question that cutting payments 
will cause doctors, dentists and 
pharmacists to limit or reject patients. 
The State does not even keep track 
of the declining acceptance of Medi-
Cal patients.

Right now, some Democratic 
lawmakers want the state to rescind 
the cuts approved last year. But Gov. 
Jerry Brown has not said whether 
California will commit to fully 
expanding its Medi-Cal program to 
take advantage of federal funding. 

Unlike Pamela, Jonah’s experiences 
in getting medical care as a low 
income person started when he was 
hospitalized in 2009 for surgery 
of a cancerous tumor. Because of 
his critical condition, he qualified 
for SSI (Supplemental Security 
Income) as a disabled person, and 
became eligible for Medi-Cal. Jonah 
should have already been scheduled 
for follow-up surgery – but the 
difficulty in finding surgeons who 
accept Medi-Cal has been extreme, 
delaying the procedure for years. 

Now Jonah’s being required, like 
Pamela, to enroll in private “managed 
care”. Even though he was waiting for 
surgery to be scheduled under Medi-
Cal, and finally had appointments, 
he now has to start all over. 

He’s been assigned to a Anthem 
Blue Cross and has yet to be referred 
to a specialist.  In fact, for Jonah, 
being required to enroll in managed 
care has caused the very problems 
which low income health advocates 
warned against when the managed 
care option became compulsory – 
(1) lack of opportunity to make an 
informed choice about managed 
care plans; (2)loss of relationships 
with health providers; (3) disruption 
in treatment and care.

In the next issue, we will write about 
what rights Pamela and Jonah have 
under the system and how they can 
assert those rights as they continue 
to seek urgently needed care.

If you need personal help, try 
calling 916-551-2100 – the Health 
Rights Hotline (HRH) administered 
by the Legal Services of Northern 
California. 

Right now, there is an urgent task: by 
yourself and with advocacy groups, 
urge your state representatives to 
restore the $660 million cuts made to 
Medi-Cal last year, which affect 7.7 
million Californians now on Medi-
Cal and the future of the Medi-Cal 
expansion.
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Low Income Health Program Comes to Sacramento
You Must Know Your Medical Rights, And Fight For Them, If You Are Going to Survive
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By Cathleen Williams

Berkeley voters have delivered a resounding blow to a pro-
posed local ordinance, Measure S, that would have made it 
a crime to sit down on the sidewalk in commercial districts, 
a crime punishable by fines and even jail time. On election 
day this year, Measure S was defeated after a campaign in 
which business interests spent tens of thousands to pass the 
sitting ban.

The victory reflects the work of a coalition of homeless 
activist and service organizations, including the Homeless 
Action Committee, Western Regional Advocacy Project, 
Building Opportunities for Self Sufficiency, and Disabled 
People Outside; civil rights organizations like the ACLU 
and the National Lawyers Guild; political parties like local 
Democratic Clubs, the Green Party, and the Peace and Free-
dom Party; and neighborhood organizations like Berkeley 
Citizens Action. 

As reported in Street Spirit, their local homeless news-
paper, the opposition campaign was directed at talking to 
Berkeleyans about the reasons people end up living on the 
streets, and the reasons we shouldn’t pass laws that strip 
people of their civil liberties. These laws aren’t a solution 
to economic problems or homelessness.

Berkeley has been a magnet for young people since the six-
ties, and the presence of young adults on the streets was a 
primary target of Measure S. The presence on the streets of 
‘transitional age’ adults - between 18 and 24 - is on the rise 
nationwide. 

“Across the country, tens of thousands of underemployed 
and jobless young people, many with college credits or 
work histories, are struggling to house themselves in the 
wake of the recession, which has left workers between the 
age of 18 and 24 with the highest unemployment rates of all 
adults.” (New York Times, 12/19/12) Los Angeles, for ex-
ample, had shelter capacity for only 17% of the thousands 
of young adults counted in a city wide survey in 2011. 
Roots, a young adult homeless shelter in Seattle - one of the 
few across the country that provides shelter and services 
for young people - has to hold a lottery every night for the 
35 spaces it offers in a church basement.

According to Carol Denney, an independent journalist 
and homeless activist who spent countless hours working 
against Measure S, “We weren’t going to let this happen 
to the young people and to other homeless folks who come 
to Berkeley to find community and to find themselves! We 
wrote articles for local papers, we knocked on thousands 
of doors, we staged fun demonstrations like the ‘Olympic 
Sitting Contest’ and we got artists, poets and musicians in-
volved.” 

As Denney points out “the energy spent on Measure S 
should be redirected to something positive that we know 
will work. We want a City youth center, for example.  A 
haven where young people can work in teams, complete 
projects, rest, and revive. Not a law that makes it a crime to 
sit on the sidewalks.”

Stand Up for the Right to Sit Down
- Sitting Is Not a Crimeat ridding their business districts and 

neighborhoods of homeless people by 
pressuring them to leave the area.

Historically, this policy goes back to the 
“Ugly Laws” of the mid-19th century, 
which made it a crime to have a visible 
disability in public, continuing through the 
anti-Okie laws of the Great Depression, and 
more recently, what is called “Quality of 
Life” laws, which target mostly homeless 
people.

Businesses have insisted that homeless 
people in their districts give potential 
customers and investors the impression 
that their business is located in an area that 
is not thriving economically. So businesses 
(often through Business Improvement 
Districts) and pressured city leaders have 
decided that a solution would be to make 
laws against homeless people sitting, 
laying down or having their property 
within sight, thereby giving police a legal 
excuse to exclude or force homeless people 
from their districts or cities. This attempt 
to maintain an appearance of opulence 
never changes the fact that there is an 
unacceptably large population of people 
that are homeless – people that have been 
left out, and sometimes kicked out, of our 
economy – that inequity and poverty does 
exist.

California’s bill will reflect our state’s 
specific needs – needs that homeless 

people have reported at forums and focus 
groups hosted by WRAP members across 
the state. Some of the rights AB5 will 
address are protections from discrimination 
based on homeless status, freedom from 
unreasonable searches and seizures of 
personal property, access to public spaces, 
rights to give or share food in public areas, 
the right to safety and law enforcement 
protections, the right to engage in 
life sustaining activities, privacy and 
confidentiality, and many other protections 
that are needed by homeless people and 
others that use public spaces and services. 
This will help guide local jurisdictions 
to find and implement real solutions to 
homelessness, such as housing, shelters, 
services and employment opportunities, 
which will be outlined as aspirations in 
the bill.

Assemblymember Tom Ammiano (D, San 
Francisco) is the author of the California 
Homeless Person’s Bill of Rights and 
Fairness Act AB5. The bill is co-sponsored 
by the Western Regional Advocacy Project, 
Western Center on Law and Poverty, 
JERICHO: A Voice for Justice, and the 
East Bay Community Law Center.

For more information or to give 
endorsements, contact WRAP (www.
wraphome.org), or WRAP’s Sacramento 
contact, SHOC, at (916) 442-2156, 
shoc_1@yahoo.com.

AB5  continued from Page 1

New Orleans born singer-songwriter Acantha 
Lang has released her first-ever single to raise 
money for the International Network of Street 
Paper’s work supporting homeless people 
around the world.

Inspired by a homeless man in her London 
neighbourhood Acantha wrote the bluesy and 
heartfelt  Know Your Name. With the song - 
and her self-produced music video - Acantha 
wants to raise awareness of homelessness and 
remind people that they can make a difference 
and inspire change.

Acantha has decided to partner with INSP 
and the New York based music video blog 
NYCROPHONE for the global release of 
Know Your Name.

“I’d like people to be a little more conscious and aware of their surroundings, questioning who these 
homeless people are or used to be in their past,” says Acantha.

The song is now available for download for as little as $1 from Bandcamp (or you can choose to pay 
more), and half of all proceeds will be donated to INSP, to support homeless people around the world. 
It is also available from iTunes for 99 cents.

Acantha Lang Releases Song to Benefit I N S P
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By Tracie Rice-Bailey

A group of activists from Sacramento took a 
trip to Placerville to check out their famous, 
sanctioned by the City, homeless camp.
   
I had heard so much about this particular camp 
that I had to be in the car for the trip. The trip 
there was uneventful for the most part. Most 
interesting to me was the fact that the people 
living right next door had no idea where the 
camp really was, for we were sent back into 
town when we asked a lovely lady for direc-
tions to Hang Town Haven. She knew about 
the camp, though.

When we found the camp, we were delight-
fully surprised. Oh My God, where do I start? 
It was AWESOME, for real!  There was only 
one small fence secluding the camp from the 
view of their closest neighbor. How nice to 
be so well hidden in plain sight. I loved it.  To 
be a guest of the camp you must prove that 
you are a resident of Placerville--this is how 
they sooth people’s fear of attracting home-
less people from other cities, which they call 
the ‘magnet theory’.

We drove into a gravel drive, we were greeted 
warmly by the creators and guests of the camp. 
My eyes were everywhere. I saw there were 
porta-potties, 4 of them, one was even ADA 
compliant, which means there was a big potty 
strictly reserved for handicapped guests and 
the few ladies that were in camp. The camp 
paid for two of the potties and the company 
donated the other two. The company services 
them for free. There was a dumpster, donated 

by the trash company, picked up for free 
every week.
 
Everything was donated, from the land to 
the work to clear out the mass of blackber-
ries that once grew there, to the running 
water, to the electricity. Everything was 
donated and City approved!!! Did you get 
that, AND CITY APPROVED, that is a big 
part of what makes this camp happen. A city 
worker even came and inspected something 
while we were there and the camp passed 
with flying colors. 

I have NEVER seen a CLEANER CAMP 
anywhere, NEVER. The guests do all the 
work of maintaining and cleaning the camp. 
They operate on donations because they are 
a non-profit, this is a 501c3 so they have a 
tax number and a board.

They had running water from an old well 
that was on the property, they had power to 
the camp. They had a warm, open, commu-
nity area where they gathered around the fire 
to visit and have meetings. They had a small 
building where service providers can come to 
the camp and work with the guests.

They had RULES they must follow or leave 
the camp. For instance, sanitation was taken 
so seriously here that if you ever got caught 
peeing anywhere but in the potty, then you 
got an immediate one way ticket out, no ques-
tions asked! Other violations might bring a 
verbal warning then a write-up, then an evic-
tion from the camp for a spell. Every Tuesday 
the camp leaders meet with the 

camp board to discuss camp matters, every 
Wednesday the entire camp met to discuss 
same.

The camp is a dream come true for me, for 
I saw first-hand how well a homeless camp 
can run with the blessings of the City and the 
co-operation of the guests (This camp is self 
run by the guests). This is the dream I held 
for Sacramento - but in reality, compared to 
this city sanctioned, self-governed camp, the 
homeless people of Sacramento were never 
given a chance.  It was Awesome, for real!

All photos courtesy Tracie Rice-Bailey

HangTown Haven

Haven Residents around the community fire. Tents on platforms ready for winter.

Hangtown Haven “main road”



by Paula Lomazzi

Would you be able to eat on $4.90 
for one whole day? The Sacramento 
Hunger Coalition asked this question 
and challenged Sacramentans to try to 
do just that for one week in November. 
Participants weren’t allowed to eat 
anything but the food within their budget, 
except for certain condiments. The 
purpose of the challenge was to show 
what an average Cal Fresh recipient must 
face every day, since the amount of food 
stamps they are allotted averages $4.90 
per day. Cal Fresh is the program that 
used to be called “food stamps”, and are 
now Electronic Benefits Transfer cards.

Around 150 people took the challenge 

including Councilmember Kevin 
McCarty and Fox 40 news anchor 
Stephanie Cruz. Several bloggers 
documented their efforts and meals. 
At a press conference on day 6 of the 
challenge, Senate President Pro Tem 
Darrell Steinberg talked about the 
underutilization of the food bank and 
food stamps from people that may go 
without food. Aiden, a 10 year old 
chef, offered a cooking demonstration 
of one of his creations, a quinoa meal 
that would be affordable to a food stamp 
recipient (four servings for under $4.00). 
Councilmember Kevin McCarty, though 
he didn’t participate the full week, one 
day he bought and prepared a meal for 
him and his three children for his daily 
allotment of $15.00, which included 

a chicken, tortillas and fruit. Some of 
the Sacramento Housing Alliance staff 
participated for the whole week, and 
even had price stickers on the fruit bowl 
in the kitchen so they would easily be 
able to add in the costs. 

The object of the challenge was not 
to “win” by figuring out how to eat 
marvelously on a poverty income. It 
was to see how easy it was to “lose” or 
not easily stay within the budget. And 
some of the more serious participants 
may have learned what it’s like to be 
hungry at the end of the day. 

The challenge also brought attention to 
hunger in Sacramento. There are 251,060 
people living in Sacramento County that 
are considered food insecure.  With the 
cost of living and unemployment, more 
and more people do not know where 
their next meal will come from. 

The US Conference of Mayors just 
released the Hunger and Homelessness 
Survey: A Status Report on Hunger 
and Homelessness in American Cities. 
The survey found that emergency 
food requests have increased by an 
average of 22%, while the average 
budget for purchasing emergency food 
for distribution only increased 11%. 
Projections estimated a further gap 
between the demand and ability to meet 
the demand in the upcoming year. As 
of July, according to the report, nearly 
46.7 million people were receiving 
benefits, up 1.3 million from last year’s 
participation.

Many Sacramentans that must skip meals 
or eat less expensive, less nutritious 
foods may be unaware that they are 
eligible for Cal Fresh or free groceries 

from food banks. Those that do go 
hungry should be encouraged to seek 
help. Sacramento Hunger Coalition, a 
project of Sacramento Housing Alliance, 
is striving to end hunger in Sacramento. 
More information can be found on the 
website www.sachousingalliance.org
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The 7 Day Food Challenge

Aiden cooking his quinoa recipe

Early Saturday 
Morning

San Francisco tenderloin
against a fence stretched out
across the sidewalk
not yet awake
and dark, their clothes,
their bodies, their coats
dark with grime, engrained
dark creases on their faces
pressed to cardboard
utterly discarded, dispossessed
the humblest of our nation
not yet awake
sharing sleep with the shadows
and shining plate glass
with the shoes of passersby
they ask of us no questions
make no demands
they keep on living
like the rest of us
just for this little while

by Cathleen Williams



clip & mail coupon

                     I want to see HOMEWARD,  
 a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento. 

Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription. 
Please mail my copies to:

Name: __________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________
Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812
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  Homeward Street 
Journal has been pub-
lishing since 1997 as a 
non-profit project of the 
Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee, 

which is a member of the Sacramento 
Housing Alliance.  The paper’s mission is 
to alleviate miscommunication between 
communities by educating the public about 
housing and poverty issues, and by giving 
homeless people a voice in the public fo-
rum.  Homeward also informs  homeless 
persons of shelter and occupational as-
sistance,   and acts as a creative self-help 
opportunity for those individuals who wish 
to participate.

 The opinions expressed in Homeward  are 
those of the authors, and not necessarily 
the Sacramento Housing Alliance or SHOC 
or Homeward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or contribu-
tions:  Articles, poems and other writing 
can be submitted at our office in Friendship 
Park, or mailed to the address below.

 All writing submitted for publication will 
be edited as necessary, with due respect 
for the author’s intent.  The editors will at-
tempt to consult with an author if changes 
are necessary, however, the paper will go 
to print with the story as edited  if the author 
is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed to 
be published.  If the writer wishes to remain 
anonymous s/he should so state, but the 
letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be edited, ei-
ther the paper will publish the submission 
or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, authors  
give their permission to print their submis-
sions in accordance with the above stipu-
lations, as well as possible reprinting in 
NASNA member papers, with due byline.  
Any requests for stories outside the above 
three will be referred to the author.

    Subscriptions are available with a $15 
contribution.  Make checks out to SHOC 
(Sacramento Homeless Organizing Com-
mittee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with the 
Homeward Street Journal in any way. 
Participants with the paper are not al-
lowed to solicit for donations for L&F, 
nor make any reference regarding the 
relationship between Loaves & Fishes 
and this newspaper whatsoever.

 All correspondence can be sent to:
   Homeward Street Journal
   PO Box 952
   Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:

(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be
 E-mailed at

 homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Night Shelters
Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30 
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Din-
ner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up  SA patio weekdays at 
1PM. 442-0331

St. John’s Shelter:  Women and Children.  
4410 Power Inn Rd.  Call between 10am & 
3pm for space availability.  453-1482

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mis-
sion, Newcomers/Referrals have priority. 
7:30pm Chapel Service  with  meal  after-
wards, 6am breakfast for residents. Show-
ers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to 
all  homeless  men:  447-3268

SAEHC, Sacramento  Area Emergency 
Housing Center: 4516 Parker Ave. 24 hrs:  
Family Shelter: Families, single adults 
with children who have no other resource:  
Womenís Refuge, single women, no chil-
dren:  Call for screening/space availability 
455-2160

Day Shelters
Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Week-
days 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many 
services

Meals
Union Gospel  Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7 
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church 
service 7:00pm required, dinner following 
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch 
at noon. 447-3268

Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch 
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available 
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park week-
days: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on 
Sundays .

Women’s Civic Improvement Center: Se-
niors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30 
lunch M-F  452-2866

Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays, 
8-11 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing

Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Ces-
ear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sun-
day 1:30 pm. All Welcome.

Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes 
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5 
pm  All Welcome.

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after 10 
am church service; dinner 6:30 pm after 5 
pm church service: Fridays;  dinner 7 pm 
after 6 pm church service.  Must attend 
services.  452-7078

About SHA

Sacramento Housing Alliance 
is a network of  concerned 
citizens who promote decent 
affordable housing for low 
income households and homeless 
people through advocacy 
and participation in  public 
discourse. 

For more info, or if you would 
like to participate, please call: 

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org

1800 21st Street Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811

The SHA does not
 itself provide or

 manage  housing.

Women & Children
Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32: 
Breakfast for Women and children 8am-
9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for 
women and families.

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full break-
fast:  M-W-F continental breakfast for 
women and children. 454-9688

also see Wind in Youth Services for young 
adults

Free Clothing
Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Men:  M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women 
and Children: Thursday. Signups start at 
9am attend Bible study at 9:30am and get 
clothing at 10am  447-3268

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all 
welcome. 452-7078

Medical
Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, children: 
Next to Fire Station on N. C St. 7:30am & 
12:30pm. 446-3345

Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broadway 
(Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am - 
12:30 pm  874-8300

Mental Health
Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Home-
less Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri., 
8-11:30am Tues 8-11:30am only.  Mental 
Health evaluation, medication if needed. 
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA 
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:           
443-6972

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N. “A” St. 
Blding.-A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to 
transitional living programs, independant 
living, mental health support services; SSI/
SSDI application assistance;          Walk-ins  
8-11am M-F 440-1500

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life 
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeLa-
ney Center). 699-1536

Youth Services
Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old.  Hot Line 
call 1-800-339-7177

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.  
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and 
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers; 
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M-F 
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to 
2pm. 443-8333

Crisis Intervention
WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault and their chil-
dren. Referrals to court mandated battery 
intervention programs,  Safe house,  24 hr. 
crisis line: 920-2952

Sacramento Mental Health Center (Coun-
ty): 2150 Stockton Blvd 24hr. Will evaluate 
anyone for voluntarty  or  involuntary  psy-
chiatric care due to danger to self or oth-
ers.   732-3637

AIDS / HIV
AIDS Housing Alliance  provides residen-
tial care,  transitional housing & permanent 
housing services to homeless persons liv-
ing with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.

CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Edu-
cation and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves 
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care, 
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and 
regional prevention/ed classes.      443-
3299

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach 
Program provides direct services to people  
living with AIDS and HIV.  Transportation 
to social services, medical appointments, 
job interviews, and housing assistance.  
447-2437

Harm Reduction Services: 4001 12th Ave.; 
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; 
case management for HIV; free medical 
clinic, needle exchange.  456-4849

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous 
testing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.      874-
7720.

Legal Aid
Disability Rights, CA:  Free legal services 
for people with  disabilities. Call for appt. 
toll free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401 
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal as-
sistance and advocacy for problems re-
lated to homelessness. 446-0368

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc: 
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm, 
1pm-5pm. Problems  with  public benefits,    
landlord /  tenant,   divorce clinic. Call for 
appt. 551-2150

Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd 
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps, 
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings. 
 736-0616

Social Security  Disability / SSI Lawyer
Free Consultation  (916) 658-1880

HOMELESS  RESOURCES

Miscellaneous
Francis House Center: 1422 C St. 9:00-
noon walk-in - direct services resource 
counseling, vouchers for IDs, Dvr Li-
censes, Birth Certs, Transp Assistance; 
noon-3:00 - appts for in-depth resource 
counseling; by appt: Senior/Disability/
Verteran’s advocacy, notary service.  Job 
Development Center open 9am-3pm M-
Tu-W-F and noon-3pm Th. Motel vouchers 
for qualified families. 443-2646

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Ser-
vices: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway) 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm, and 
Wed 4pm-7pm.  456-1980.

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am-
5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

Employment Development Department 
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-F 
8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services. 
800-300-5616

Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-747-
1222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725 
28th St. 916-874-2256

Social Security Office: 8351 Folsom Blvd 
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F 
9am-4:30pm  381-9410: Natl line 1-800-
772-1213
 

211 Sacramento
Dial 211 

for tele-info & referral service   

Califorina Youth Crisis Line: 
1-800-843-5200

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

VA  Outreach:
 1-800-827-1000

Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547   

Yes!
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