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With more than 66,000 
households on city waiting 
lists for affordable housing 
and the wait for a subsidized 
studio apartment estimated 
at 43 years, the District of 
Columbia Housing Authority 
announced plans late last year 
to freeze the housing waiting 
list. Meanwhile, thousands 
more renters households are 
struggling with monthly pay-
ments that amount to more 
than half their income. With 
such pressures in mind, hun-
dreds of Washington resi-
dents gather at rallies to push 

for more affordable housing. 

Nearly 7,000 people have no 
place to call home in Wash-
ington D.C. At first glance, 
you might not realize Cardell 
Bryan and her daughter have 
been among them.

An articulate young woman 
with an easy smile, Bryan 
found herself on the streets 
raising a little girl. Living out 
of her car, then “sofa surf-
ing,” she became an unlikely 
face of the homeless.

Today, Bryan and her six-

   The DC Housing Shortage: 
         43 year waiting list for an affordable apartment.

Mayor Gray speaks at the “Housing for All” rally, with more than 300 
people in attendance at the Martin Luther King Jr. Library. 

 Photo: Kate GlantzContinued page 4

Staff Report 
with Francisco Dominguez

Sacramento, CA: Solidarity 
and spirit filled the plaza, 
drummers circled and sang 
in the traditional Round 
Dance, as Native Peoples 
and Tribes from California, 
the United States, Mexico 
and Canada celebrated and 
protested at the Sacramento 
Capitol on January 26, 2013 
in support of the global 
movement, Idle No More. 

This is an ongoing protest 
movement originating 
among the indigenous 
people of Canada and their 
supporters, triggered by bills 
introduced into the Canadian 
legislature (“Omnibus Bill 
C-45”) which are intended 

Idle No More Rally at State Capitol
Governments want to Change Environmental Protections in Native Land Treaties

Idle No More Rally at California State Capitol. Photo Courtesy Francisco Dominguez © 2013Continued Page 5

Photograph in printed edition removed from 
on-line display at request of photographer.
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1. AUSTRIA: No changes to Aus-
trian asylum procedures, despite 
protests. Austria ruled out changes to 
its asylum system, dismissing demands 
from dozens of refugees camped out in 
protest in a Vienna church, including 
some who have been on hunger strike. 
Interior Minister Johanna Mikl-Leit-
ner said Austria’s treatment of asylum 
seekers compared well with other Eu-
ropean countries and there would be no 
structural changes. “I see no need,” she 
told the Austria Press Agency.

The refugees, who are being supported 
by agencies including Catholic social 
charity Caritas, want the right to work 
while they are waiting - sometimes for 
years - to find out whether they can stay 
in Austria.

They also complain of overcrowded 
living conditions in Austria’s main 
refugee camp in Traiskirchen, Lower 
Austria, the fact that they can be moved 
between camps without consultation, 
and the fact that Austria keeps their fin-
gerprints.
(Reuters)

2. FRANCE: Homeless portraits on 
newspaper canvas,  When German ex-
change student Lukas was asked by his 
lecturer in Paris to create an art work 
about pain, he decided to start painting 
portraits of homeless people. A student 
at the prestigious Parisian school of 
applied arts Olivier-de-Serres, Lukas 
equipped himself with nothing but a 
pen, ink, white acrylic and newspapers 
to serve as his canvas.

Approaching homeless individuals on 
Parisian street corners was hard at first, 
he admits. “I didn’t speak French, nei-
ther did they. I was refused a lot. And 
then, a young Romanian said yes...for 
one euro. We negotiated. It became my 
price. After that, it was easier because I 
had a portrait to show.”

The 21-year-old so far has completed 
12 portraits and hopes to become an 
artist “who shows what others don’t 
see”. He contacted French street paper 
Macadam, who published his paint-
ings, and hope that others will follow 
suit. (Macadam)

4. POLAND: 64 Countries partici-
pate in 2013 Homeless World Cup.  
Teams representing 64 countries will 
participate in the 11th annual Home-
less World Cup which will take place 
in Poznan, Poland from 10th to 18th 
August 2013 at the Malta Regatta 
Course. 48 countries will participate 
in the men’s competition and 16 in the 
women’s competition.

The Homeless World Cup appoints 
one partner organisation per country to 
coordinate all year-round football ac-
tivities amongst homeless and margin-
alised people in 70 countries. The lives 
of homeless people are changed sub-
stantially as a result of being involved 

in football.

Chile is the holder of the Homeless 
World Cup after their stunning victory 
last year while Mexico won the Wom-
en’s Homeless World Cup.

Last year’s event which was held in 
the famous Zocalo Square in the cen-
tre of Mexico City was a huge success 
with 168,000 spectators turning up to 
watch the grit and glory of the Home-
less World Cup. The excitement should 
be no different this year.  (Homeless 
World Cup)

5. USA: Drug overdoses top AIDS as 
main cause of homeless deaths. Over-
doses of drugs, particularly prescription 
pain-killers and heroin, have overtaken 
AIDS to become the leading cause of 
death of homeless adults, according to 
a study of homeless residents of Boston 
released in mid-January.

The finding came from a five-year study 
of homeless adults who received treat-
ment from the Boston Health Care for 
the Homeless Program. But its broad 
conclusions apply to homeless popula-
tions in many urban parts of the United 
States, the study’s author and homeless 
advocates said.

The tripling in the rate of death by drug 
overdose reflects an overall rise in pain-
killer abuse, said Dr. Travis Baggett of 
Massachusetts General Hospital, the 
lead author of the study.

“This trend is happening across the 
country, in non-homeless populations 
too,” Baggett said. “Homeless people 
tend to experience in a magnified way 
the health issues that are going on in the 
general population.” (Reuters)

6. GERMANY: Sharing 2.0 -Donate 
your leftover food online. In Germa-
ny, more than 80kg of food per person 
is thrown away every year. More than 
half of it could still have been used. A 
project called foodsharing.de aims to 
diminish this trend.

On the website, which was launched 
last month, registered users can give 
food that they don’t need to other peo-
ple. This helps to prevent the waste of 
food and allows people who share con-
cerns about food waste to get in touch 
with each other.

After an uncomplicated log-in process 
with name and e-mail address, people 
can create so-called “food baskets”. 
These are virtual lists where excess 
stock can be inserted. The baskets are 
shown on a big map, showing what is 
available in someone’s neighbourhood. 
A few clicks allow the user to secure 
what is available and organise when 
and where the food items can be hand-
ed over. (Bodo)

7. UK: INSP condemns violence 
against homeless people.  The Interna-

tional Network of Street Papers (INSP) 
has warned that violence against home-
less people is a global problem which 
too often results in death.

The charity issued the statement in 
response to the murders of two street 
paper vendors in the city centre of Bir-
mingham [England] on Friday, 12th 
of January. Wayne Lee Busst (32) and 
Ian Watson-Gladwish (31) were selling 
The Big Issue in a busy shopping street 
when, just before 6pm, they were both 
stabbed to death. The Big Issue is one 
of 122 street papers in 40 countries that 
make up the INSP network.

With 14,000 vendors on the streets of 
600 cities at any one time, INSP street 
papers report violent incidents on a 
regular basis.

INSP’s Executive Director Lisa Ma-
clean said: “We condemn every form 
of violence against homeless people. 
Our vendors have chosen to help them-
selves through dignified employment. 
They deserve to work without abuse, 
the risk of assault or even death, like 
everyone else.” (INSP)

8. JAPAN: Single women at huge 
risk of homelessness.  Street paper 
The Big Issue Japan is one of the few 
organizations in the country to support 
homeless women. Statistics released 
by the Japanese bureau of national 
statistics last year revealed that one in 
three single women is living in poverty, 
with many at risk of homelessness. The 
news left the country in shock. It was 
so unusual; there was not even a word 
for it. The term ‘Hinkonjyoshi’, which 
translates as ‘girls in poverty’ has since 
been added to the Japanese vocabulary.

Experts say the signs were all there. 
The outdated Japanese social security 
system is built on the very traditional 
family model in which the father is 
breadwinner and the mother cares for 
the children. Despite obvious changes 
in society, with increased numbers of 
divorced and unmarried women, the 
benefit system has not been amended.

The reason many homeless women are 
unnoticeable on the streets is because 
they try not to be recognized as home-
less in order to keep themselves safe. 
Many spend the nights in internet cafes 
or 24 hour fast food restaurants. (The 
Big Issue Japan)

Homeward Street Journal is a member 
of the International Network of Street 
Papers (INSP). The network supports 
over 120 street papers in 40 countries 
on six continents. Over 200,000 home-
less people have changed their lives 
through selling street papers. The con-
tent on these pages is reprinted from 
our colleagues around the world. Learn 
more at www.street-papers.org. 

www.street-papers.org / INSP

By Claire Davenport - Reuters 

Almost a third of children in Greece, Ireland, Portugal, Italy 
and Spain have been pushed to the brink of poverty by aus-
terity designed to bring down public debt, the global char-
ity Caritas said last week. Italy and euro zone countries that 
have received  international loans are creating a generation of 
poorly-fed young people with low morale and few job pros-
pects as the number of children at risk of poverty continues to 
rise, the charity said, citing EU statistics.

“This could be a recipe not just for one lost generation in Eu-
rope but for several lost generations,” Caritas said.

Since 2010 Greece, Ireland, Portugal and Spain have received 
tens of billions in loans from the European Union and the 
International Monetary Fund in return for spending cutbacks 
and tax rises. Indebted Italy has not received an international 
loan.

In all five of these countries the increasing rate of children 
close to poverty coincides with the height of the crisis in 2008 
and rises year-on-year to 2011. Statistics for 2012 are not yet 
available.

The charity blames children’s growing impoverishment on 
family-unfriendly cuts to welfare, unemployment benefits, 
rising value-added tax and increased fuel duties.

“It has become an established fact that children are more at 
risk of poverty than any other demographic,” Deirdre de Bur-
ca from Caritas said.

Figures from the European Commission show that in 2011 
over 30 percent of children in Spain and Greece were at risk 
of poverty or exclusion, a four percentage point rise since 
2005. In Portugal that figure is just below a third at 28.6 per-
cent.

The 2011 figures for Ireland and Italy were not available. In 
2010 37.6 percent of children were at risk of poverty or exclu-
sion in Ireland and 28.9 percent in Italy.

Children are defined as nearing poverty and exclusion if they 
live in families with 60 percent or less the median income or 
have parents with little or no employment or lack basic essen-
tials such as protein-rich foods, heating and clothes.

Caritas said governments must ask themselves what these 
trends will mean for children in the long run.

Studies show children from poor households are more likely 
to under-perform at school and to struggle at finding or keep-
ing jobs.

“They are looking at a future where the prospect of unem-
ployment is stretching out ahead of them,” de Burca said.

www.street-papers.org / Reuters

Children of  Europe’s 
Debtor Countries Pushed 

into Poverty

A Greek boy, along with thousands of Greeks and foreign immigrants, line up 
during a free vegetable distribution by the Athens Municipality and farmers 

from the island of Crete in Athens June 20, 2012.
 Photo: REUTERS/Yannis Behrakis
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By Amava Kamana
       The Big Issue South Africa 

2013 may be the year that transparency in 
money-lending systems is forced upon South 
Africa’s big banks - a move that could put a 
stop to banks repossessing the cars, houses 
and other assets of thousands of South Afri-
cans struggling to service their debts.

In a David vs Goliath legal case, the small ad-
vocacy group The New Economic Rights Al-
liance (NewERA) is taking on the country’s 
four biggest banks, Standard Bank, Absa, 
Nedbank and FNB, in a bid to expose what 
the group calls the banks’ “three secret trade” 
methods.

At the center of these “secret trade” methods 
is the banks’ practice of “selling” debt to third 
parties. According to SA Home Loans, banks 
often pool together cash-flow producing as-
sets, such as car and home loans, which are 
then packaged as securities and sold on to 
third parties, such as institutional or capital 
investors.

NewERA is arguing that when banks securi-
tize a client’s loan and sell it to a third party, 
they no longer own it and therefore have no 
legal right to repossess properties, cars or as-
sets when a client cannot service that loan.

“In fact, the bank may well have already set-
tled the loan [with the third party] and is no 
longer allowed to collect repayments from the 
customer,” claimed NewERA chairman, Scott 
Cundill.

Repossessions

The problem, according to NewERA, is that 
the vast majority of banking clients don’t 
know whether or not their loan has been sold 
to a third party and therefore cannot contest 
bank repayments or repossessions if it has, 
which is why NewERA is trying to drag the 
big four banks to court.

“We aim to bring transparency to banking,” 
said a NewERA spokesperson.

Should NewERA be successful in forcing 
banks to make it known to clients when their 
loan has been securitized, it may have a mon-
umental impact on many indebted South Af-
ricans. Those with loans sold to third parties 
may be able to contest bank repossessions, 
while others may be entitled to sue banks for 
compensation over properties, cars and assets 
already repossessed.

The banks, represented by the Banking Asso-
ciation, claim NewERA’s case does not merit 
a court hearing and has lodged two objections 
since the advocacy group served summons 
against Absa, Nedbank, FNB and Standard 
Bank on July 20 last year.

“The claims are not met with any warrant. 
They do not have a valid case,” said Luyanda 
Tetyana, Banking Association spokesperson, 

who declined to comment on details of the 
case.

NewERA is not deterred by what Cundill dis-
missed as the banks’ “avoidance tactics” and 
is preparing to prove to the court why their 
case is valid. “The banks cannot run from it 
any more. The scale of justice has to be bal-
anced,” he said.

While NewERA’s bank battle may be ambi-
tious, legal precedents set in several other 
countries bode well for its case.

Court Rulings

In the United States, the Washington Supreme 
Court recently ruled that Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems (MERS) could be sued 
for fraud. MERS, a loan company set up by 
the US’ major banks, had been collecting 
loan repayments and foreclosing on millions 
of unpaid loans after it had sold the loans on 
to third parties. The court ruled: “The com-
pany’s business practices had the capacity to 
deceive a substantial portion of the public be-
cause MERS claimed it was beneficiary of the 
mortgage when it was not.”

The ruling is the first to allow consumers to 
seek damages from MERS if they can prove 
they were harmed, and echoes similar court 
rulings in Hawaii and Australia last year.

In 2011, British banks Barclays, the Royal 
Bank of Scotland and HSBC were among 17 
banks sued for “misleading claims” relating 
to securitized loans. Several of the banks paid 
millions of dollars in settlements.

While NewERA prepares to prove to a 
South African court why their case has merit 
and should be heard, it is asking the South 
Gauteng High Court to interdict the banks 
from “unlawful” repossessions.

“In order to prevent people from losing any 
more homes unnecessarily, we believe that 
all legal action taken by banks [against loan 
defaulters] must be stopped until a full inves-
tigation has been undertaken,” said Cundill.

The interdict had not been heard at the time 
of writing.

Fraud Charges

Meanwhile, NewERA member Michael Tell-
inger, acting independently, served summons 
against Standard Bank in the South Gauteng 
High Court in September 2012. Tellinger’s 
case, relating to the alleged securitization of 
his private loan, consists of five counts of 
civil fraud and three counts of contravention 
of the Bank Act.   “Standard Bank is aware 
of the action by Mr Tellinger and will be de-
fending the matter,” said spokesperson Ker-
shia Singh. She declined to comment further 
on the matter.

www.street-papers.org / 
The Big Issue South Africa

David vs Goliath Combat as Advocacy 
Group Aims for Banking Transparency

The Safe Ground Stake Down 
Is Coming To Town!

The “Safe Ground Stake Down” Is Coming To Town 
May 1, 2013!  As we go to press, plans are being 
made to stage a week-long camp out and protest 
by homeless folks and their supporters calling for 
Safe Ground, a community of homeless residents 
who can live in simple cabins and create a self-
government.
 
Safe Ground Stake Down is projected for the corner 
of 12th and C streets in downtown Sacramento, 
where tents will be set up along with Safe Ground’s 
model cabin to dramatize the need for a decent, 
stable community of homeless residents instead of 
furtive tents where homeless residents are subject 
to arrest for violating the anti-camping ordinance.

The week-long demonstration will include political 
events, including support for the Homeless Bill of 
Rights (Assembly Bill 5) to guarantee dignity and 
equal protection for homeless people and for the 
Safe Ground community. 

Get the next issue for more information, and call 
the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee 
(SHOC) at 916-442-2156 to find out more and to 
offer help.
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year-old daughter live in permanent 
housing, with assistance from the 
D.C. Transitional Housing Corpora-
tion. Their future is bright, but Bryan 
wants to “drop a bug in someone’s 
ear” about the need for housing sup-
port, aware that others are still with-
out a solution.

With more than 66,000 households 
currently on city waiting lists for 
affordable housing and the wait for 
a subsidized studio apartment es-
timated at 43 years, the District of 
Columbia Housing Authority an-
nounced plans late last year to freeze 
the housing waiting list. Meanwhile, 
thousands more renters households 
are struggling with monthly pay-
ments that amount to more than half 
their income.

With such pressures in mind, hun-
dreds of Washington residents gath-
ered January 26 at the downtown 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Library to 
push for more affordable housing. 
Under the banner “Housing for All”, 
housing and development organisa-
tions, policy makers and residents 
sent a direct and spirited message to 
Mayor Vincent Gray: more afford-

able, quality housing is needed.

The “Housing for All” coalition has 
called on the District government 
to adopt and finance a $255 million 
comprehensive housing strategy that 
encompasses the entire continuum 
of housing. The continuum consists 
of every degree of need: emergency 
shelter, supportive housing for peo-
ple with special needs, rental hous-
ing that bridges the cost of what peo-
ple can afford and the high price of 
rent, and helping families buy their 
first home.

The two-hour event included testi-
mony from affordable housing resi-
dents and local leaders.

City officials were also present. 
Mayor Vincent Gray took the stage 
briefly, noting that recommendations 
made by the city’s Comprehensive 
Housing Strategy Task Force, a 35-
member team that represents housing 
specialists from all sectors, would be 
announced soon.

Task force member Polly Donaldson, 
who also serves as executive direc-
tor of the D.C. Transitional Housing 

Corporation and as president of the 
Coalition for Nonprofit Housing and 
Economic Development (CNHED) 
offered the audience a glimpse of the 
report’s findings.

“We [the Task Force] made some 
very serious recommendations and 
there is capacity there to do it. Any-
one who needs housing gets it. That’s 
the ideal.”

Donaldson went on to explain that 
there is no one size fits all solution to 
ending homelessness, but that hous-
ing and other supportive services are 
most successful when matched with 
the specific needs of families and in-
dividuals.

“If you give people the tools they 
need,” she said, “it leads to empow-
erment and self-sufficiency.”

Although Mayor Gray offered little 
by way of solution, he told the crowd 
that there would be a “hugely impor-
tant announcement” to make at the 
State of the District on February 5.
Gray said, “We will stand up and 
make the investments we should 
make.”

Ward 2 Councilmember Jack Ev-
ans and Ward 4 Councilmember 
Muriel Bowser also addressed the 
crowd. Bowser recognized winners 
of “Housing for All’s” writing com-
petition. First place adult and youth 
prizes were awarded to Street Sense 
vendor, John “Mick” Mathews and 
Tyrone Lewis, respectively. Both 
winners read their poems to raucous 
audience applause.

For now, it remains to be seen what 
Mayor Gray’s announcement will en-
tail and whether it will be backed by 
the dollars needed to make a mean-
ingful difference.

Bryan, who now considers herself 
an advocate for affordable housing 
explained, “We want to lead the way 
for our children and their children. 
We just need a little more help.”

www.street-papers.org /
 Street Sense - USA

Sacramento Housing Alliance 
Report

When new housing projects are 
built in Sacramento County, the 
Inclusionary Housing Ordinance 
states that 15% of that housing 
must be affordable to lower income 
households.  The 15% is divided 
into three income categories:  3% 
Extremely Low Income (30% 
of Areas Median Income (AMI) 
and below) - basically seniors on 
Social Security, people on SSI 
and homeless people; 6% for 
Very Low Income (50% of AMI) 
and Low (80% of AMI) –  the so-
called “working poor”.

The County of Sacramento 
implemented this landmark 
affordable housing program 
six years ago, with the strong 
encouragement from the 
Sacramento Housing Alliance 

and Sacramento County residents. 
This policy became part of the 
County’s Housing Element, a state 
mandated requirement that local 
governments include a plan for 
the housing needs of all economic 
segments of the community in 
their General Plans.

This Inclusionary Housing 
Ordinance has helped increase 
our affordable housing stock by 
requiring developers to provide a 
percentage of their new housing 
for low income people. 

This is more important than ever 
because in California we have 
just lost an important local source 
of funding for affordable housing 
from redevelopment money. Also, 
there is more need to increase our 
affordable housing stock to people 
with incomes that have been 
dwindling in the recent economic 

downturn, while at the same time 
rental prices have increased.

The Inclusionary Housing 
provision in the Housing Element 
has been under attack by the 
Building Industry Association at 
various stages of its existence, 
from the original conception of 
the plan to today. 

Currently, the General Plan and 
Housing Element are up for one 
of its periodic reviews and the 
Inclusionary Housing Ordinance 
is being threatened. There is a 
push for the ordinance to be taken 
out of the Housing Element, 
which would thereby make it 
easier for our County to eventually 
eliminate the ordinance altogether. 
By being included in the Housing 
Element, the plan is protected by 
the periodic reviews performed 
by the State. Also, the Extremely 

Low Income provision of the 
ordinance is being threatened 
with elimination, even if the other 
parts are kept.

Sacramento Housing Alliance has 
been instrumental in the passage 
of the original ordinance, and the 
organization continues to protect 
lower income households’ access 
to housing that they can afford. 

You can help in this fight by 
contacting the Sacramento 
Board of Supervisor, telling 
them to keep the Inclusionary 
Housing Ordinance in the 
Housing Element and to keep the 
extremely low income provision 
in the ordinance. 

To receive updates on this 
campaign, sign up for action alerts 
at www.SacHousingAlliance.org.

DC Housing  continued from page 1

Sacramento County Inclusionary Housing Ordinance Threatened
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Staff Report

In our last issue, we reviewed the 
momentous changes that are occurring 
for low income and homeless people 
who do not qualify for Medi-Cal, 
and who formerly received services 
under the County Medically Indigent 
Service Program (CMISP). 
      
Since last year, 10,000 to 14,000 
low income people in Sacramento 
County, including homeless people 
with urgent medical needs, are being 
shifted to “Medi-Cal Managed Care 
Coverage” under Sacramento’s new 
Low Income Healthcare Program 
(LIHP). Care for these patients will be 
provided by private HMO providers 
like Blue Shield and Molina. 
      
This transition is mandated under 
the new federal health care law, the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA), which 
is sometimes called “Obamacare”; 
an additional 1.1 million low income 
adults in California, starting in 
January 2014, will become eligible 
for Medi-Cal.
      
As we reported, two health care 
consumers – Jonah and Pamela 
– had different experiences in this 
transition. Pamela, who has an 
acute condition, reports that she has 
had her first appointment and feels 
satisfied that her appointments have 
been prompt and satisfactory. Jonah, 
who needs cancer surgery, was 
transferred to a private HMO and has 
seen months of delay and disruption 

in the continuity of care as he lost 
the doctors who were coordinating 
needed appointments, and lost the 
opportunity to receive desperately 
needed surgery from specialists. But 
recently he received a letter from a 
specialist and reports that he has an 
appointment. 
      
This is good news. It is important 
to understand that LIHP health care 
recipients have rights they did not 
have when receiving services from 
CMISP, such as the right to appeal 
and file grievances. For information 
about these rights, call the health 
care hotline at the Legal Services of 
Northern California: 916-551-2100; 
toll free 888-354-4474. 
       
Meanwhile, however, there are 
serious threats to low income and 
homeless health care. 
      
On the State level, the administration 
of Governor Jerry Brown is attempting 
to implement a 10% cut in Medi-Cal 
reimbursement to doctors, clinics, 
hospitals, and pharmacies. This cut, 
which was supposed to go into effect 
in June, 2011, has been held up in the 
Courts. It will be devastating to low 
income and homeless individuals 
with urgent medical needs who 
are searching for a doctor who will 
accept Medi-Cal. 
      
Already, two thirds of doctors in 
California do not accept Medi-Cal 
because the payments are so low. But 
the Obama administration is urging 

the Courts to let the cuts go forward.
      
No State or Federal official has 
explained how a million people will 
get care under the expanded Medi-Cal 
eligibility if they cannot find a doctor 
because of the low reimbursement 
rates.
      
Secondly, 4 to 5 million Californians 
will not be eligible for the expanded 
medical care under Medi-Cal, 
including undocumented residents 
and those who cannot afford insurance 
or qualify for Medi-Cal. They will 
continue to need services from the 
County Health Centers, community 
clinics, and public hospitals, where 
they exist. And the funding for these 
institutions is set to decrease even 
as they prepare to lose revenue as 
a result of the expansion of Medi-
Cal and the shift to private HMO 
providers. The Brown administration 
is getting ready to strip 1.3 billion 
“re-alignment funds” from these 
“safety net” institutions administered 
by counties in California.

Clearly, we are facing an emergency. 
And the emergency is nowhere more 
shocking – and disgraceful – than  at 
Skid Row in Los Angeles, where, as 
we go to press, public health officials 
are facing an outbreak of tuberculosis 
in the homeless population. Sixty of 
the seventy-eight cases of people 
infected with a unique strain of TB 
since 2007, have been homeless and 
lived on skid row.
    

According to health workers, 4,650 
people in the area have been exposed 
- and, as homeless residents, they 
are especially vulnerable to this 
life threatening and painful disease 
because of their poverty and living 
conditions -- crowded into shelters, 
moving around to escape arrest 
on the streets, surviving without 
adequate food or sanitation, dealing 
with untreated mental illness and 
addiction. TB cases among this 
homeless population are increasing 
even as the Los Angeles County as 
a whole is seeing a decline in the 
number of infected patients. Yet 
the underlying health risks of being 
homeless are not being remedied by 
adequate housing and medical care - in 
fact, LA CAN, one of the most active 
organizations of homeless people in 
Los Angeles, has called for a meeting 
with the Health Department to 
protest its demonization of homeless 
people and fear-mongering, as it 
targets the homeless population as 
“the problem” rather than focussing 
on the intolerable conditions that 
threaten the very survival of residents 
struggling with extreme poverty.
      
It’s time to join up with the folks 
who are organizing for health care 
for all and to fight against the Brown 
administration’s war on health care 
for low income and homeless people. 
Let’s get an ambulance – lights 
flashing, siren screaming – and take it 
to the State Capitol and to Washington 
for our protest against the “managed 
death” of poverty! 

Healthcare Expansion  Threatened  by  Budget  Cutting

to open up Native lands to extreme 
environmental degradation and 
exploitation by corporate interests 
eager to build megaprojects like 
Alberta’s tar sands oil extraction, 
one of the dirtiest technologies in the 
world.

Those gathering at the State Capitol 
listened to the music of the drums 
and traditional songs, as well as the 
speakers, including Lakota Harden, 
from the Lakota; Orena Monahan, 
from Quechuan-Maricopa; and 
Morning Star Galli from California’s 
Pit River Tribe. 

Idle No More first emerged in Canada 
to fight the gutting of environmental 
review procedures designed to protect 
waterways and other resources, 
as well as to preserve native lands 
from privatization. Activists have 
joined together in global days of 
action across the world, both to 
assert indigenous sovereignty and to 
work towards sustainable, renewable 
development.

“Flash Mob Round Dances” have 
been held in many cities. According 
to a recent press release, “There have 
always been individuals and groups 
working towards these goals – Idle 

No More seeks to create solidarity 
and further support these goals, and 
particularly encourages youth to 
become engaged in this movement, 
as the leaders of our future. Idle No 
More also recognize that there may 
be backlash, and encourage people to 
stay strong and united in spirit.”

Here at SHOC, we see a parallels 
between the movement of Native 
Peoples and the movement of 
homeless people in our communities 
struggling for “a place to be.” 
Arrested under Sacramento’s anti-
camping ordinance for the simple 
act of sleeping outside, because we 

have no “ground,” our struggle to 
establish community and stability – a 
self governing community, a “Safe 
Ground” – has much in common with 
Idle No More as it gathers support for 
protection of Native lands. 

As stated in the press release, “Idle 
No More calls on all people to join in 
a revolution which honors and fulfills 
Indigenous sovereignty and protects 
land and water. Idle No More calls on 
all of us to repair these violations…
work towards justice in action, protect 
Mother Earth, and create sustainable, 
healthy communities.”  – this is the 
key to the future.

Idle No More  continued from page 1
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By Regina Range

As a Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC) 
Steering Committee member, on January 11, 2013, I served as 
a panelist on the State budget along with Health and Human 
Services Network of California, Western Center on Law & 
Poverty, Health Access, California Partnership and California 
Immigrant Policy Center. 

When I received the phone call from California Partnership 
asking me to be a panelist. I was at first excited – not really 
knowing where my story would start but so frustrated because I 
have lived the life of poverty, low-income, on welfare. And all I 
wanted to do was walk in the State Capital with my head up and 
speak and let the people know the need for change and feel how 
urgent it is.  

I spoke on the needs of the low income and homeless families 
who receive CalWorks grants and Child Care funding. These 
grants are minimal – my daughter receives $490 for herself and 
her child. I’m a single mother who raised four children on what is 
now CalWorks.  Also now I am a grandmother of eight children 
receiving aid.  It hurts so much to see the services being cut and 
knowing my grandchildren – and so many other infants and tiny 
children -- are the ones that are being cheated out of what is 
needed to help their parents maintain a hopeful and stabilizing 
life for their families. 
  
For the first time since 2005-6, this year the Cal Works budget 
does restore 146 million for Cal Works Welfare to Work Services. 
This covers the County Work Experience Program for 24-32 
hours per week, which the mom or dad is required to attend, 
without pay, to keep their benefits. 

But this year there is no restorations for assistance grants or 
cost of living adjustments.  Also there are no restorations of the 
“Stage 3” funding for child care.  So basically that means parents 
who are “timing off” CalWorks after 24 months of benefits will 
have almost no chance at child care.  My daughter who is now 
22 with a 1 year old son has to work part time and attend college 
full time and keep a decent grade average to receive a maximum 
amount of child care -- $422 a month for full time care.  There is 
no way she can achieve her goals unless there is someone who 
has time and compassion to accept the low payment for care.  
      
The next issue on the plate of poverty is to challenge Maximum 
Family Grant (MFG). The Maximum Family Grant stipulates 
that the maximum aid payment (MAP) will not be increased for 
any second child born into a family after September 1, 1997. The 
government has no business telling women how many children 
they can or are allowed to produce.  All women regardless of 
race, creed or color were born with a reproductive system, so 
who had the right to make a law that restricts that – for low 
income women only.
      

While the budget reflects the beginning of an economic recovery, 
it will take years to rebuild a safety net that protects and serves 
All of California’s homeless and low-income residents.  That’s 
why it is important to attend the budget hearings at the State 
Capitol and let our officials know this is not the dream we all 
had.  We must all keep hope alive but at the same time we have 
to become Leaders, Activists for our cause. 

If you are interested in becoming more involved in this movement 
fell free to contact me at reginarange@yahoo.com. 

Representing the Struggling Ones
By Anonymous Author

I am not a journalist. I have no college degree in 
journalism, social services or any other field. I am 
a formerly homeless person with a real/authentic 
homeless experience. I also have the real experience 
of somehow getting off the streets and slowly finding 
my way to what society calls ‘home’.  Here is a 
beginning to my story:

When I turned 18, my family disowned me. I applied 
for community college but was evicted from my 
apartment and my student loan was terminated. I 
moved in with some students I just met, who were 
nice enough to take me in, but I felt like a charity case 
and knew it was temporary. 

With no way to pay the cost of living, and no desire to 
burden the kind people who allowed me to stay with 
them, I packed my backpack with what I thought I 
would need to survive, including a sleeping bag, 
and slipped out the back that night. With very few 
options in sight, I started hitchhiking, trying to find 
somewhere – anywhere – I belonged.  

In San Francisco, I stayed on Upper Haight where I 
saw a lot of people my age seemingly in the same 
situation as me. I was 19 soon to be 20. I slept in the 
Buena Vista Park mostly. Sometimes I would stay in 
the Golden Gate Park. I was already so discouraged 
by the cards I’d been dealt though, that I was suffering 
from depression and could not grasp the idea of being 
social as a young homeless “man.” So I often kept to 
myself.

After four months in S.F., I got a ride with some 
strangers to Chattanooga, Tennessee. Arriving in 
Chattanooga, I knew no one, and felt very lost and 
alone. That night, I searched until I found what seemed 
a safe place to sleep. I slept terribly, and awoke to 
someone who owned the property I occupied. She 
took me to a place she thought would be a safe place 
for me to stay. But it wasn’t. There I was assaulted 
and held in captivity for many months.

This type of experience being homeless became 
somewhat common for me throughout the next seven 
years. Being treated like garbage by many people, 
having no voice, being exploited by people with 
predatory tendencies, moving from city to city in 
search of hope, sleeping in parks and being chased 
out and ticketed by police for trespassing.

Even though it is important not to portray homeless 
people as victims, it’s just as important to see that 
many homeless are victims, and their cries are real. I 
didn’t even know I had been targeted, exploited, and 
victimized by those who prey on homeless and other 
minorities until several years later, when I got off the 
streets and started to receive mental health services. 
I am offended when people who have never been 
homeless try to accuse homeless people of falsely 
portraying themselves as victims as an attempt to 
receive media attention. There are real victims that 
are homeless who have suffered much worse than I, 
who are in need of real help.

During my time as a homeless transition-age-youth, 
I encountered services for youth and/or transition-
age-youth very rarely, and when I did, the services 
were extremely limited. The only homeless services 
provided to 18-24 year old homeless that I encountered 
were those shelters and drop-in-centers designed to 

serve adults 35 and older. Unfortunately, this reality 
for transition-age homeless, age 18-24 hasn’t changed 
much, even now. Take Sacramento for example.

There are little to none transition age youth shelters 
in Sacramento. There is one ‘youth’ shelter for under 
18. There are your typical shelters, such as Salvation 
Army and other existing shelters that have been 
here for years, overpopulated and understaffed, but 
virtually no transition age youth shelters for the 18-24 
year old homeless population. 

These homeless age 18-25 are the ones who have 
and continue to flood the Salvation Army and other 
shelters or sleep by the river. When ten years later at 
age 28-35 they are still homeless, its largely in part 
due to the extreme lack of services for the 18-24 year 
old homeless population.

1.8 million children in the United States are homeless. 
And for youth, this is the most desperate time since 
the Great Depression. Most cities have made no 
effort to identify and assist homeless youth. In Los 
Angeles, the latest “undercount” of homeless youth 
revealed that there is shelter capacity only for 17% of 
the 3600 kids living on the street. And for the 8,000 
kids coming across the border – unaccompanied 
and without documents – the lack of services means 
exploitation and even exposure to being trafficked. 

As for me, after about seven years of chronic 
homelessness, eating out of dumpsters, struggling 
with addiction, in and out of jails and institutions, 
I was driven into the system by the courts. I was 
put on formal probation, subject to random drug 
testing, and required to have court slips signed by 
group facilitators. Because of this, I got myself into 
the Salvation Army shelter, and submitted to these 
requirements.

From the Salvation Army, I moved into a series of 
“transitional living progams.” I was 27 at the time. All 
of the men that lived in the house were 50 and older. 
They had issues with addiction and looked down on 
me for my determination to stay straight.

So, is this what people mean when they talk about 
the impossible maze that the homeless are forced to 
navigate through, should they decide to access these 
so-called “homeless services” to get themselves off 
the street? I believe a book could be written on the 
impossible maze of navigating through the homeless 
service providers.

In conclusion, I am no longer homeless, and have 
been home-free for some ten years now. I have been 
clean and sober over nine years and love it. My hope 
is to continue my sober journey until my death. It is 
the best high I have yet to experience.

Just under five years ago, I serendipitously landed 
a job working for a homeless service provider 
organization in Sacramento. I consider myself, though 
not formally educated in social services, to have the 
street education equivalent to a PHD in the field.

I believe in the work I do. I believe that just caring 
enough about a homeless person to hear their story 
can make all the difference, and I live for that today. 
I know if there is hope for me, there is hope for any 
homeless person, despite any unjust opposition from 
society that the homeless may face.

My Story



By Tammy Jones
 
James Little got his nickname, “Captain,” 
years ago when he was wearing a boat 
captain’s hat and disputing confiscation 
of one of his hand made trailers by the 
Sacramento police officers nicknamed, 
in the homeless community, “Batman” 
and “Robin.”  It was taken to the City 
dump, then “squashed flat as a pancake,” 
Batman (Officer Mark Zoulas) told 
him later. When it was dragged away, 
someone in the crowd shouted out, 
“Build another one, Captain! A bigger 
one, a faster one!” 

And so he did. The nick name fit because 
of his confident demeanor and stalwart 
independence. Captain has lived in 
Sacramento for more than twenty years, 
originally working as a printer with the 
Sacramento Union and other presses 
until those skilled jobs were eliminated 
and he was laid off. “No money, no job, 
no nuttin,” he says, in describing his loss 
of stable housing and income. 
 

Living on the streets, supporting himself 
through recycling, Captain is a familiar, 
friendly figure in the community, and in 
his own way a creative artist. The trailers 
he builds are movable, bicycle powered 
residences made of scrap metal, wood, 
and canvas tarps, snug at night and rain 
proof. Captain’s trailers have provided 
accommodations for himself, and, when 
his dog Lucky was alive, for Lucky too. 

Twice he won thousand dollar settlements 
from the City of Sacramento for its 
wanton destruction of his property, with 
assistance from the Tommy Clinkenbeard 
Legal Clinic. The third time he was 
awarded a settlement as part of the 2010 
federal lawsuit for the class of homeless 
persons (Lehr v. City of Sacramento) 
who also had their precious possessions 
confiscated and destroyed. 
 
Currently, he is still fighting camping 
tickets for violating Sacramento’s City 
Ordinance banning sleeping outside 
for more than one night. This harsh 
and nonsensical criminalization of 

homelessness relies on arrests to address 
the lack of housing, and ends up both 
costing money and inflicting hardship 
on people who have no where else to go. 
Telling people to travel “down the road” 
has proven ineffective and yet is still the 
only policy the City and County have to 
deal with the lack of housing and night 
time shelter – citations for violating the 
anti-camping ordinance increased by 
2,000 per cent in 2011 over the previous 
year.

As Captain says, sometimes he has had 
up to 20 camping citations pending, but 
he doesn’t get as many lately. He thinks 
he may have gotten around 20 camping 
citations in 2012. He has beaten them all. 
The cases usually end up being dropped. 
When asked how it makes him feel he 
said “I don’t care about getting camping 
tickets. I’ll see them in court.”

As the tent city near the City dump was 
broken down by the police in 2009, 
a picture of Captain cycling high on 
the levee against the brilliant winter 
dusk, pulling his bike trailer piled high 
with recycling, was flashed around the 
world, an image of American ingenuity 
and resistance. James Little has shown 
the world that he will not stand down! 
Captain will always live free. 
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Ghost Dance Song Lyrics

By Dee Allen 12/12/12

As long as the bright sun rises
And the gentle wind blows
As long as the old tree rises
And the green grass grows

These sacred grounds are ours always
Core of our long-held belief
But strangers come to take it all away
Return to us as we glide our feet

 Ancestors
 You are our only salvation
 Ancestors
 Shield us from devastation
 Ancestors
 Deliver us from their debasement
 Ancestors
 Shield us from forced displacement

Now we need you more than ever
Your spirits will protectr us
From wasi’chu who wish to sever
Our lifeways and disrespect us

Lakota ---- sustainers of these lands ----
Shunkawakan, lakes, earth we nurture
Our feet shall move with you in this [round] dance
To spare our people, save our future

 Three days
 Last chance

 Three days
 We glide

 Three days
 We dance

 Three days
 Old souls on our side

For Doug Benner.
Wasi’chu is Lakota for “greedy people” 

Shunkawakan is Lakota for horses “great dogs”

I Wonder
By Sonshyne  12/2012

I wonder if you even notice me, and what it is you think you see.
I hear the whispers and feel the stares; you pass by as if I’m not there.
Being homeless, at times, is hard to bear; it’s so hard to wait for someone to care.
I’m out there every day, not just around the holidays, I’ve been waiting for love to come my way,   
 where are you all those other days?
Oh I’m grateful for the kindness and the things you’ve brought, but try giving these words a second thought.

I wonder, does it sadden you or make you upset, to see me out in the cold, or soaking wet?
I wonder if I hide it well, (and it’s so hard to tell) that many times my life is a Living Hell.
Oh yeah, it’s rough getting through the day, without something negative thrown my way.
I wonder which way you’d choose, if you suddenly found Yourself in my shoes.
These times are tough without a doubt, but I could be your loved one who’s “normal Life” and luck’s run out.

Seems like I’m surrounded by people who are quick to judge, with closed opinions that will not budge.
Take a moment to think before you choose the words to spek, some can bruise my heart and hurt so deep.
After all, don’t you see? You could be me, and feeling like there’s not much left in like to lose.
Called by whatsoever name, we’ve all had our share of hurt and pain, so different and yet the same.

I wonder if you’re starting to see, there’s really no difference between you and me.
Your comfortable life seems so complete, all’s in order, so nice and neat.
Be blessed my friend, but keep in mind, YOU could be next in line, and it doesn’t hurt to be kind.
I hope you’re starting to see, that in an instant you could become me, and find yourself now faced with living 
 homeless in the streets.

“Captain” – An American Classic

Above: A home-made trailer      Right: “Captain”



clip & mail coupon

                     I want to see HOMEWARD,  
 a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento. 

Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription. 
Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812
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Homeward Street 
Journal has been pub-
lishing since 1997 as 
a non-profit project 
of the Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing 

Committee, which is a member of the 
Sacramento Housing Alliance.  The 
paper’s mission is to alleviate miscom-
munication between communities by 
educating the public about housing and 
poverty issues, and by giving home-
less people a voice in the public forum.  
Homeward also informs  homeless per-
sons of shelter and occupational assis-
tance,   and acts as a creative self-help 
opportunity for those individuals who 
wish to participate.

 The opinions expressed in Homeward  
are those of the authors, and not nec-
essarily the Sacramento Housing Alli-
ance or SHOC or Homeward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or con-
tributions:  Articles, poems and other 
writing can be submitted at our office 
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the ad-
dress below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The edi-
tors will attempt to consult with an au-
thor if changes are necessary, however, 
the paper will go to print with the story 
as edited  if the author is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be edited, 
either the paper will publish the sub-
mission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as pos-
sible reprinting in NASNA member 
papers, with due byline.  Any requests 
for stories outside the above three will 
be referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$15 contribution.  Make checks out to 
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Orga-
nizing Committee). 

  Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal  in any 
way.   Participants with the paper are 
not allowed to solicit for donations for 
L&F,  nor make any reference regard-
ing the relationship between Loaves 
& Fishes and this newspaper what-
soever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
 Homeward Street Journal
   PO Box 952
   Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be
 E-mailed at

 homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Night Shelters

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30 
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Din-
ner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up  SA patio weekdays at 
1PM. 442-0331

St. Johnís Shelter:  Women and Children.  
4410 Power Inn Rd.  Call between 10am & 
3pm for space availability.  453-1482

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mis-
sion, Newcomers/Referrals have priority. 
7:30pm Chapel Service  with  meal  after-
wards, 6am breakfast for residents. Show-
ers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to 
all  homeless  men:  447-3268

SAEHC, Sacramento  Area Emergency 
Housing Center: 4516 Parker Ave. 24 hrs:  
Family Shelter: Families, single adults 
with children who have no other resource:  
Womenís Refuge, single women, no chil-
dren:  Call for screening/space availability 
455-2160

Day Shelters

Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Week-
days 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many 
services

Meals

Union Gospel  Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7 
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church 
service 7:00pm required, dinner following 
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch 
at noon. 447-3268

Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch 
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available 
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park week-
days: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on 
Sundays .

Women’s Civic Improvement Center: Se-
niors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30 
lunch M-F  452-2866

Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays, 8-
11 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing

Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Ces-
ear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sun-
day 1:30 pm. All Welcome.

Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes 
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5 
pm All Welcome.

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after 
10 am church service; dinner 6:30 pm af-
ter 5 pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7 
pm after 6 pm church service. Must attend 
services. 452-7078

About SHA
The Sacramento Housing Alliance 
is a network of  concerned citizens 
who promote decent affordable 
housing for low income households  
and homeless people through ad-
vocacy and participation in  public 
discourse. 

For more info, or if you would like to 
participate, please call:

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org

1800 21st Street Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811

The SHA does not itself 
provide or manage  housing.

Women & Children

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32: 
Breakfast for Women and children 8am-
9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for 
women and families.

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full break-
fast:  M-W-F continental breakfast for 
women and children. 454-9688

see Wind in Youth Services for young 
adults

Free Clothing

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. 
(at Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.  456-
1980

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Men:  M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women 
and Children: Wed. only. Call for appoint-
ment to go in at 11am, 1 or 1:30pm, or at-
tend Bible study at 9:15am and get clothing 
at 10am  447-3268

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all 
welcome. 452-7078

Medical

Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, chil-
dren: On N. ‘C’ St. Nurse’s office in Friend-
ship park Tues. & Thursday 7:30am & 
12:30pm. 446-3345

Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broad-
way (Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am 
- 12:30 pm  874-8300

Mental Health

Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless 
Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri., 8-
11:30am Tues 8-11:30am only.  Mental 
Health evaluation, medication if needed. 
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA 
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:           
443-6972

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N. A St. Blding. 
A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to transi-
tional living programs, independant living, 
mental health support services; SSI/SSDI 
application assistance;  Walk-ins  8-11am 
M-F 440-1500

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life 
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeL-
aney Center). 699-1536

Youth Services

Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old.  Hot Line 
call 1-800-339-7177

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.  
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and 
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers; 
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M ñ F 
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to 
2pm. 443-8333

Crisis Intervention

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault and their chil-
dren. Referrals to court mandated battery 
intervention programs,  Safe house,  24 hr. 
crisis line: 920-2952

AIDS / HIV

AIDS Housing Alliance  provides residen-
tial care,  transitional housing & permanent 
housing services to homeless persons liv-
ing with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.

CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Edu-
cation and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves 
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care, 
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and 
regional prevention/ed classes.   443-3299

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach 
Program provides direct services to people  
living with AIDS and HIV.  Transportation 
to social services, medical appointments, 
job interviews, and housing assistance.  
447-2437

Harm Reduction Services: 40001 12 Ave.; 
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; 
case management for HIV; free medical 
clinic, needle exchange.  456-4849

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous test-
ing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.   874-7720.

Legal Aid

Disability Rights, CA:  Free legal services 
for people with  disabilities. Call for appt. 
toll free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401 
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal as-
sistance and advocacy for problems re-
lated to homelessness. 446-0368

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc: 
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm, 
1pm-5pm. Problems  with  public benefits,    
landlord /  tenant,   divorce clinic. Call for 
appt. 551-2150

Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd 
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps, 
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.  
736-0616

Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer Free 
Consultation (916) 658-1880

HOMELESS  RESOURCES

Miscellaneous

Francis House Center: 1422 C St. 9:00- 
noon walk-in - direct services resource 
counseling, vouchers for IDs, Dvr Li-
censes, Birth Certs, Transp Assistance; 
noon-3:00 - appts for in-depth resource 
counseling; by appt: Senior/Disability/ 
Verteranís advocacy, notary service. Job 
Development Center open 9am-3pm MTu- 
W-F and noon-3pm Th. Motel vouchers for 
qualified families. 443-2646

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Ser-
vices: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway) 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm, and 
Wed 4pm-7pm. 456-1980.

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am-
5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

Employment Development Department 
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-
F8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services. 
227-0300

Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-747-
1222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725 
28th St. 916-874-2256

Social Security Office: 8351 Folsom Blvd 
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F 
9am-4:30pm  381-9410: Natl line 1-800-
772-1213

211 Sacramento
Dial 211 

for tele-info & referral service   

Califorina Youth Crisis Line: 
1-800-843-5200

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100

VA  Outreach:
 1-800-827-1000

Homeless VA Coordinator:
(916) 364-6547   
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