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By Cathleen Williams

The California State Capitol glittered like a 
wedding cake in the April morning sunlight 
as homeless activists and supporters gathered 
on the marble steps. Many had traveled 
from across the state, and they came from 
Sacramento, too. All were here to voice 
their support for the Homeless Person’s 
Bill of Rights and Fairness Act (AB5), the 
bill scheduled to be heard by the Assembly 
Judiciary Committee on this historic day, 
April 24, 2013. 

Homeless activists from Portland, Oregon, 
and “Sisters of the Road,” in their bright 
green T-shirts, joined Californians that 
morning and vowed to pass a parallel bill 
in their state, following Rhode Island and 
New Jersey in enacting basic protections for 
homeless people – equal rights, not special 
rights, to protect our valuable brethren of the 
streets. 

California Homeless Rights Bill Clears First Hurdle

Continued on Page 5
Homeless Bill of Right marchers coming onto the Capitol grounds from 

Loaves & Fishes.  PHOTO by Simon Vu of WCLP

By Sacramento Housing Alliance

The tools needed to build quality affordable homes for our communities 
are rapidly vanishing! With resources drying up, the goal of increasing 
the self-sufficiency of all Sacramentans is becoming increasingly 
difficult.

Recently, the state eliminated our major local funding source for 
building affordable homes. Also, Sacramento County’s requirement 
that 15% of all new developments include affordable homes is on 
the chopping block.  Homes with supportive services for people with 
disabilities and those who are homeless are no longer being built.

Affordable homes offer low-income individuals and families 
opportunities to access safe and quality places to live, sleep, eat, learn 
and play. However, everyday we learn that more of the funding and 
tools used to build affordable homes are disappearing.

As rents continue to rise, we must hold our elected leaders accountable 
to ensure that safe and affordable homes are built for residents of all 
income levels. The need for affordable homes is ever increasing:

•Nearly 220,000 Sacramento county families live in rental 
homes.

•24,000 county homes are overcrowded. The average renting
   family makes less than $35,000 a year and cannot afford an 

   average 2-bedroom apartment.

•Over half of all renters in the County are overburdened by rental 
costs they cannot afford.

•Nearly 50,000 Sacramentans applied for affordable housing 
vouchers and only 3,000 made it on the waiting list.

•The county must develop over 22,400 affordable homes to 
satisfy future affordable housing demands by 2020.

•By 2030 the number of seniors will grow 125%. Many seniors 
live on fixed incomes and lack affordable housing options.

•68,200 Sacramentans have independent living difficulty that 
makes finding accessible affordable housing even harder.

•Over 11,300 Sacramento County students (K-12) are not sure 
where they will go home to each night.

This spring and summer we can influence Sacramento County’s 
housing plan called the Housing Element. The planning process 
includes important opportunities for public input before it is adopted 
in October, 2013.

Protecting and increasing access to affordable homes for working 
families, persons with disabilities, students, and veterans requires 
a united voice and constant collaboration. Please join us! Sign the 
‘OPEN LETTER TO THE SACRAMENTO COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS’ today!! 

Visit: www.SacHousingAlliance.org

Affordable Housing Crisis in Sacramento
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CANADA: Heavy Measures - The 
hidden costs of going tough on crime

Canada’s omnibus crime bill represents 
a new, tough on crime agenda represents 
a departure from the country’s previous 
justice approach. The new bill takes 
sentencing decisions out of the hands 
of judges and entrenches mandatory 
minimums, something that critics say 
further marginalizes low-income and 
vulnerable people.

The Conservatives’ omnibus crime bill, 
the “Safe Streets and Communities Act”, 
went into effect this past November, 
representing a decided shift away from 
individualized and flexible sentencing. 
Despite criticisms from international 
organizations like the United Nations 
- who labeled the bill as “excessively 
punitive” - the Conservatives argue that 
the bill targets dangerous drug traffickers, 
child pornographers and other serious 
criminals in order to make Canada safer.

It’s an approach perhaps best known 
as a cornerstone of U.S.-style “tough 
on crime” policies and the war on 
drugs. Alongside “three strike” laws, 
life sentences and expedited death 
penalties, these policies enjoy a great 
deal of popular support in the U.S. 
However, many academic commentators, 
activists and an increasing number of 
legal professionals have decried these 
policies as failed, counterproductive and 
inhumane.

(Megaphone)

UK: Scotland independence 
referendum set for September 18, 
2014

Scotland will hold an independence 
referendum on September 18, 2014, to 
decide if its five million people should 
end a 300-year-old union and leave the 
United Kingdom. First Minister Alex 
Salmond, announcing the date in the 
Scottish parliament at the end of March, 
said a break of ties with London would 
give Scots the chance “to build a better 
country”.

Salmond’s pro-independence Scottish 
National Party (SNP) won a majority in 
the Scottish parliament in elections in 
May 2011.

The SNP faces a hard battle to win the 
referendum - opinion polls put support 
for independence at about 30 percent of 

the Scottish electorate while 50 percent 
favor the status quo.

The SNP complains that the British 
parliament, where members representing 
Scotland are a small minority because 
England has a much bigger population 
of 53 million, does not have the interests 
of the Scottish people at heart.

The Scottish parliament, established in 
1999, has limited powers in areas like 
health and education but the British 
parliament at Westminster in London 
still exercises control over important 
government spending decisions and 
areas like defense.

(Reuters)

USA: Chicago street paper StreetWise 
leads the way to cashless payments

With credit and debit cards being widely 
accepted, more and more people are 
finding it unnecessary to carry cash. As 
a result, many StreetWise vendors lose 
valuable business to the phrase, “Sorry… 
I don’t have any cash on me.”

In order to address this problem and 
tap into the trends of the digital age, 
StreetWise sought the knowledge of 
the digital payment experts at PayPal 
to find a way for customers to purchase 
StreetWise magazine by using their 
Smartphone.

As a non-profit that has worked to keep 
up with the ever-changing digital world, 
StreetWise Executive Director Jim 
LoBianco feels that mobile payments 
are necessary for the growth of not only 
StreetWise magazine, but also the entire 
organization.

“In any industry, innovation is a must. 
For 20 years the sale of StreetWise 
magazine has been a critical source of 
income for homeless men and women 
motivated to work. Because of this, it 
is even more critical that StreetWise 
implement improvements to increase 
magazine sales and keep our product 
attractive to customers,” LoBianco 
said.

(StreetWise)

Portugal: Protests in Portugal get 
creative

Indignation in Portugal over rampant 
joblessness and cuts in wages, pensions 
and unemployment benefits, together 

with a growing tax burden, has given rise 
to innovative forms of protest capable of 
drawing large crowds.

A mixture of ingenuity, humor and 
nostalgia for the good old days is the 
recipe that wide sectors of society are 
following to express their outrage in the 
face of the social and economic debacle.

In the conservative government’s year 
and a half in office, the unemployment 
rate has climbed from 11 to 16.9 percent, 
while GDP fell by 3.2 percent in 2012 
and one-quarter of the population of 10.6 
million are facing poverty and social 
exclusion.

Painting murals, which was popular three 
decades ago, is making a comeback.

Hundreds of young people are using paint 
and the walls of urban buildings across 
the country as a form of protest against 
the neoliberal free market policies of the 
government of Prime Minister Pedro 
Passos Coelho. Democracy does not 
just mean voting every four years, they 
argue.

(IPS)

HUNGARY: Deep concerns over 
Hungarian government’s homelessness 
law

FEANTSA (European Federation of 
National Organizations Working With 
the Homeless) urges the Hungarian 
government to respect the decision of its 
Constitutional Court to strike down the 
law in November 2012 and calls on the 
European Union and the international 
community to take action in response to 
this vote.

Despite international pressure and 
protests at home, the Hungarian 
Parliament has voted in a constitutional 
reform that makes it possible to ban 
people from ‘habitually residing in 
public places’.

The amendment to the Constitution 
follows the Constitutional Court’s 
abolition in 2012 of provisions in the 
Petty Offences Act that criminalized 
homelessness, stating that criminalizing 
homelessness is unconstitutional, as it 
violates human dignity.

FEANTSA President, Rina Beers, said 
“Criminalizing homeless people is not 
the answer.  Criminalization measures 
are cruel and ineffective, since they 
aim to remove the visible aspect of 
homelessness from public view rather 
than offering any real solution.”

(FEANTSA)

JAPAN: One woman’s journey of a 
life with HIV

Japanese Shoko Kitayama was infected 
with the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) fifteen years ago in Africa 
where she worked as a health officer. 
Since returning home, she has made it 
her mission to teach young people the 
importance of prevention, in the only 
developed country where infection rates 
are on the up.

“No chance I have HIV because I only 
was with one partner.” It is this very 
thought that that increases the risk, 
warns Shoko Kitayama. “I would like 
to emphasize that HIV is a virus that 
anyone could be infected with.”

She has taken it upon herself to raise 
awareness of the virus and its prevention, 
and gives talks to secondary and high 
school students a few times a year.

“I have lived with this illness for fifteen 
years and am getting on very well now. 
But if possible, I would like to find a way 
to keep my body healthy without reliance 
on medicine. Then, one day, I want to go 
back to Africa and share my knowledge 
with HIV patients there. That is my 
dream.”

(The Big Issue Japan)

CONGO: Child sexual exploitation on 
the rise in North Kivu

A street in Goma’s city center, the capital 
of North Kivu in eastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, has been 
nicknamed “the ward of death” because 
of the brutal crimes that frequently occur 
there.

Over the last two years, an increasing 
number of brothels have opened in 
Goma where under-age girls are being 
sexually exploited and the illegal trade 
is on the rise.

“These brothels take in many minors, 
most of whom come from poor and 
destitute families in North Kivu,” Faustin 
Wasolela, the head of the child protection 
program at the local non-governmental 
organization Development Action for 
the Protection of Women and Children 
(AIDPROFEN), which helps young 
victims of sexual exploitation, told IPS.

The region has been in upheaval 
since April 2012, as fighting between 
government forces and rebel groups 
in North Kivu has displaced some 2.2 
million people, according to the United 
Nations Refugee Agency.

(IPS)
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by Occupy Defender Lisa 
Wuriu

Woodland, California: On a cold 
morning last December, supporters 
from the Sacramento, Woodland, 
and Stockton Occupy movement, 
which has organized nationwide 
against unjust foreclosures, began 
to stir in the front yard of the Ponce 
family home, crawling out of tents, 
peeking out of sleeping bags, 
murmuring morning greetings. 
These Occupy supporters were 
determined to defend the Ponce 
family from eviction by surrounding 
the house 24/7 and bringing public 
attention to the unjust and imminent 
loss of their home.

Signs and banners decorated the 
Ponce’s house and yard, from a giant 
“Foreclose on Banks, Not People” 
banner to simple cardboard signs 
drawn by the Ponce children, that 
read “This is the Ponce home” and 
“Not for banks. Stop taking people’s 
homes.”  Gentle ukulele melodies 
added to the peaceful awakening. 

Peace has been in short supply for the 
Ponce family – Alma, Heriberto, and 
their four children. For four years, 
they’ve been fighting Wells Fargo 
to keep their home.  At one time, a 
permanent loan modification, with 
affordable payments, seemed like a 
sure thing.  When Heriberto faced a 
temporary reduction in income, they 
applied for a modification through 
the Home Affordable Modification 
Program (HAMP). They were 
approved for a trial modification 
(“mod”), made all their payments, 
and won approval for a permanent 
mod.

However, since then, they’ve 
endured one nightmare after another.  
The permanent loan mod upped their 
monthly payment by almost $150 a 
month.  When the Ponces questioned 

this, Wells Fargo refused to talk to 
them.  It turns out Heriberto’s name 
was left off of the paperwork -- by 
Wells Fargo. After fruitless attempts 
to correct this, they were told by 
Wells Fargo to reapply, and assured 
that they would not lose their home.

They weren’t expecting to receive a 
notice that their home had been sold 
to Residential Investments, but in 
January 2011, they received just that.  
While they were negotiating in good 
faith with Wells Fargo, another arm 
of Wells Fargo was foreclosing on 
their home.  This example of “dual 
tracking”-- selling a home while 
in the midst of negotiating a loan 
mod -- was so blatant that Business 
Insider labeled Alma Ponce “The 
Poster Child for Dual-Tracking 
Legislation.” (Business Insider, May 
23, 2012.)  In fact, Alma did testify 
at hearings for the Homeowners Bill 
of Rights, passed by the California 
Legislature after a bitter fight, which 
bans dual tracking as of January 1, 
2013. 

The Ponce’s home, for which 
they paid $280,000, was sold 
for $168,000. If Wells Fargo had 
reduced the Ponce’s principal to 
that amount, the Ponce’s could 
easily have afforded to keep their 
home.  In fact, economists across 
the political spectrum have praised 
principal reduction as an effective 
way to end the foreclosure crisis and 
keep millions of Americans in their 
homes.
  
It wasn’t supposed to happen this 
way. In February 2012, the federal 
government and 49 state attorney 
generals reached a settlement called 
the National Mortgage Settlement 
with the country’s five largest 
mortgage servicers, including 
Wells Fargo. Roughly $25 billion 
in relief was to be made available 
for distressed borrowers, states and 
federal government. The agreement 

settled state and federal investigations 
finding that the country’s five largest 
mortgage servicers routinely signed 
foreclosure related documents 
outside the presence of a notary 
public and without really knowing 
whether the facts they contained 
were correct.  Both of these practices 
violate the law.

The National Mortgage Settlement 
was supposedly intended to help 
1 million homeowners keep their 
homes.  Nine months into the 
settlement, only 50,000 people 
have received a principal reduction. 
Resistance from banks, who wail 
about the “moral hazard” of reducing 
homeowners’ financial burdens 
-- even while these same banks 
are raking in billions of dollars in 
bailouts and tax breaks -- has made 
principal reduction hard to achieve 
and exceedingly rare.  Federal 
Housing Finance Agency Director 
Ed DeMarco’s opposition ensures 
that principal reduction is not an 
option for over half of the nation’s 
homeowners, whose loans are held 
by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac.

The bank and government media spin 
machines are striving to convince 
the nation that the foreclosure 
crisis is over. They point to rising 
home values and lower foreclosure 
rates (in some parts of the country.) 
They report increased home sales, 
no matter that small buyers are 
being outbid by giant investment 
companies like Blackstone, 
who bought 1,200 houses in the 
Sacramento area in 2012, and will 
hold them as rental properties. 

But for the Ponces, and the 4.4 
million people in the nation who 
lost their homes between 2008-
2012, the crisis goes on.  The 
financial instability, the turmoil, the 
stress-generated health problems 
continue. Most of them will receive 
a paltry $300 to $400 from the 
banks as part of the Independent 
Foreclosure Review. This payment 
doesn’t begin to compensate for 
the errors, lies, and incompetence 
which lead to their foreclosures.  
The banks owe a huge debt to these 
homeowners, and justice demands 
that they be held accountable. Until 
current foreclosures are halted, and 
homeowners are compensated fairly 
for their losses while bankers are held 
legally responsible for wrongfully 
taking people’s homes, we must do 
everything we can to stop families 
like the Ponce’s from losing their 
homes to foreclosure fraud.

(Update: The Ponces received $500 
from the Independent Foreclosure 
Review. They are planning to file a 
lawsuit against Wells Fargo.)

Report From the Local Foreclosure Front Cal Works
 - Maximum Family Grant Law
Or Another Definition: Population Control at its 
Finest

By Regina Range

California Assembly member Holly Mitchell has 
introduced a bill, AB 271, to repeal the Maximum 
Family Grant (MFG) rule in the CalWORKS 
(welfare) program. Under the current MFG, some 
infants may be denied Cal WORKS assistance: 
any child born to a household while any member 
of the household is receiving aid is not eligible 
for an additional grant. The additional benefits 
denied under this rule are about $122 per month. 
All Californians will benefit from the repeal of 
the MFG because of its potential harm to the 
newborn.

Who is to say, who is to be the judge, of a woman’s 
right to conceive children?  

According to Holly Mitchell, California Assembly 
Member, the MFG, “is intended to control 
impoverished parents’ choices about the size of 
their families and when to conceive through the 
threat of economic hardship. When applied, it 
ultimately punishes the newborn, by denying 
necessary aid at a time when cash aid is most 
important for a child’s development…These 
children face increased risks for homelessness and 
other hardships associated with extreme poverty.” 

However, if the mother of the child can prove 
that the child was conceived as a result of rape or 
incest, or the failure of certain, specified types of 
long term contraception, an exemption is granted 
for that child, and eligibility for aid is re-instated.

The CalWORKS MFG is a population control 
“fix”; it is not designed to help the parents get 
anywhere positive in their struggle. There are 8.7 
million people living in poverty in this country,  
and over 40% are children.  As a mother who 
raised four children with some help from welfare, 
I know the struggle of families in poverty.  I had 
to keep looking at the desperation of my children’s 
eyes as I kept striving for excellence, trying to get 
enough training under my belt so if and when my 
time came to get off the system I would be able to 
work and be educated. 

The CalWORKS MFG is just not fair to any 
woman who has had to struggle harder daily to 
provide for someone she loves and gave birth to, 
but has been cut short on her need to provide for  
that special newborn.  

What needs to happen is that our state, and 
especially women, become more educated and 
aware of these issues and take time to visit the local 
officials and rally up against this cruel decision 
that someone made one day.  Children don’t 
deserve to not be able to have the bare necessities 
in life to achieve a healthy and sustainable life 
style. Support Assembly Bill 271!
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by Tracie

I was riding into Loaves and 
Fishes around the end of March. 
As soon as I turned onto the 
bike trail at 20th and C st I saw 
a homeless man called BatMan. 
Today he was friendly as always, 
but his smile seemed kinda out of 
place somehow. He was looking 
kind of bewildered, with his 
guitar on his back and his bike 
trailer was full of his survival 
gear.

I stopped and asked “What’s 
up?”

He kinda half grinned and said 

“I got caught living.” I kinda 
scrunched my face up with 
a “What?” as he finished his 
sentence with, “By the Rangers.” 

That immediately explained his 
situation and why he was here so 
early in the morning.

He went on to tell me that the 
Rangers had woke him up and 
made him and others move 
immediately. Actually they were 
told they had an hour to get their 
gear out of the spot they were in.

BatMan was in the process of 
finding a new spot then he was 
going to try to go back and get 
the rest of his stuff that he had to 

leave so early in the morning.
We chatted for a few, I took 
a picture of him and his gear, 
wished him well then finished 
my trip to Loaves and Fishes.

I was kind of bewildered the rest 
of the day – can you imagine – 
really – think about it - “I GOT 
CAUGHT LIVING” - like it is 
some kind of crime to live.

Dang, I almost forgot, it is a crime 
to be homeless in Sacramento.  
Read the anti-camping ordinance 
for yourself if you do not believe 
me. If you “Get Caught Living 
by the Rangers”, you are forced 
to move on.

  I Got Caught Living -- by the Rangers

The SafeGround Stake Down is a week-long event at 
12th and C in downtown Sacramento, an arts event 
featuring musicians, art projects, poets, and teach-
ins from Wednesday, May 1 to Wednesday,  May 8. 
The event is sponsored by SafeGround Sacramento, 
the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee, the 
Sacramento Housing Alliance, Francis House Center, 
and Uptown Studios.

Homeless folks are camping at the site to highlight the 
need for “safe ground,” that is, communities of simple 
cabins where homeless people will be safe from the 
hazards of the street and the threat of citation or arrest 
for sleeping outside. 

The public is invited to join the Stake Down, to 
participate in the arts events, teach-ins, and also to 
meet and talk, learn and plan,  as a spring community 
celebration.

Christopher Merrett:

Christopher Merrett was born and raised in Sacramento. 
He’s been homeless off and on since 1992. He has 
worked at many jobs, living in his vehicle at times 
and sometimes by the river. Right now he is living 
outdoors, waiting for programs to become available 
like Salvation Army. 

He is particularly working towards clearing his 
commercial truck driving license, and would like to 
return to truck driving. 

According to Christopher, “It is getting tougher to find 
places to sleep outside. Security officers will drive 
through and escort us off the property. I know and 
understand the rules in our society, but they tell you to 
move when you have sought shelter from the rain.”

“They didn’t have Safe Ground when I was here before. 
SafeGround is a blessing.”

Mea Andrade:

Mea Andrade is 62 years old. She has been homeless 
about eight months; she was living in her car until it 
was impounded. She lost her housing because the older 
gentleman she was caring for passed away and she did 
not have the income to pay rent.

As Mea explains, “I want to participate in the Safe 
Ground Stake Down because I want to make a 
difference. I intend to represent the homeless people 
who I feel have been kicked to the curb. I intend to 
speak to the public who visit the site and explain to 
them how difficult it is to live on the streets. I want 
to learn about services and opportunities that may 
be available, and I want to be part of the community 
events and art projects at the Stake Down site.”

Marlene Phillips:

Marlene Phillips is in her fifties. She has worked all 
her life and raised five children. She is now disabled, 
and has been homeless for two months, trying to save 
enough money to pay a deposit on an apartment.

“I am looking forward to participating in this event 
because it will provide activities (art projects, story 
telling, teach-ins) which will help bring attention to the 
situation on the streets of Sacramento where homeless 
people like myself are constantly being told to move 
and being told we cannot sleep anywhere. I am also 
interested in learning from the organizations that will 
come and talk about services and opportunities for 
homeless people, and also I want to tell my story.”

Youvon Smith:

Youvon Smith is 60 years old. He has a life time of work 
behind him and also is a Vietnam veteran, honorably 
discharged. He is currently homeless, and has been 
ticketed for camping. He is unemployed now despite 
his varied work history, dealing with the struggle to 
meet basic needs like getting a shower, doing laundry, 

finding a safe place to sleep at night.

“When I heard about the Safe Ground Stake Down, I 
immediately wanted to participate. I want to talk about 
human dignity and the need for homeless people to 
have a safe place to be. I will be able to do this at the 
Stake Down site. I feel I will be able to help the event 
organizers with site security because of my employment 
background and experience in the military.”

Interviews: Why some homeless campers joined the Sacramento Safe Ground Stake Down 
Held May 1st, 2013 at 12th and C Streets.
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The Homeless Bill of Rights contains 
crucial provisions that protect 
people who are living outside from 
discrimination and abuse; some of the 
important provisions:

• The Bill of Rights provides that 
every homeless person shall have 
the right to move freely, rest, solicit 
donations, pray, meditate, practice 
religion, and to eat, share, accept 
or give food and water in public 
places without being subject to 
criminal or civil penalties or police 
harassment;

• It provides that every homeless 
people shall have the right to 
occupy a legally parked vehicle to 
rest, sleep, or use for purposes of 
shelter without criminal or civil 
penalties or police harassment;

• It provides that local laws may 
be enforced against resting only if 
certain “human service” conditions 
are met, that is, if the locality 
is not an area of concentrated 
unemployment; if the locality has 
public housing with a waiting list 
of no more than 50 persons, and if 
general assistance (GA) is available 
for a certain period;

• It provides that every homeless 
person has the right to engage in 
lawful self-employment, such as 
recycling.

• It provides that localities must 
provide sufficient health and 
hygiene centers available 24/7 for 
use by homeless people – hot water, 
soap, and lavatories available to 
all.

The journey to the State Capitol has 
been long and arduous for the drafters 
and advocates of the Homeless Bill of 
Rights, which is now on record as being 
supported by almost 100 organizations 
across the state, as well as hundreds of 
individuals. 

After filing into the Capitol hearing 

room, filling row upon row of seats, 
homeless activists and supporters lined 
up along the wall and around the room 
to speak in the microphone about their 
support of the Bill. Two speakers, Paul 
Boden of Western Region Advocacy 
Center (WRAP) and General Dogon 
of Los Angeles Community Action 
Network (LA CAN) spoke from the 
podium at the front of the room as key 
witnesses. 

Speaking in a strong, passionate voice, 
Paul Boden pointed out that mass 
homelessness is a result of poverty 
– and the cost of housing. In 1983, 
the federal budget for public housing 
shrank from $83 billion to $18 billion 
(in 2004 constant dollars) – throwing 
millions of people out in the street 
nationwide. Like the “Okie laws” and 
“sundowner laws” in California during 
the Great Depression, localities have 
passed restrictions on the very presence 
of homeless people in their towns, 
claiming that displacement and removal 
is the solution to homelessness. Counties 
spend $300 million annually to arrest 
and cite, and even incarcerate homeless 
people, and $17 million to prosecute 
non-traffic related tickets against them. 

This is wrong, irrational, and a waste, 
and heaps additional hardship on people 
already struggling with bare survival.

In his crisp presentation at the 
microphone, General Dogon described 
living on Skid Row in Los Angeles where 
poor people are heavily targeted. He 
has spoken to more than 600 homeless 
people in the past year – more than half 
reported that they were arrested or cited 
for sleeping in the past year – including 
Ann Moody, disabled and alone, who 
has been cited/arrested more than 100 
times for sleeping under L.A.’s local 
ordinance. As General Dogon stressed, 
the Homeless Bill of Rights is just 
common sense, ensuring that such basic 
needs as hot water and soap is available 
for use, as well as protecting the most 
basic human need of all, along with food 
– sleep (and love and companionship).

  “Until we have housing,” he said, fixing 
his intense eyes on the men and women 
legislators in suits who surrounded him, 
towering above on their raised circular 
benches, “help protect our human 
dignity.”

A great shout rang to the ceiling as the 
votes were tallied – the Homeless Bill 
of Rights passed the Assembly Judiciary 
Committee by seven votes – more than 
enough.

As people climbed into their cars and 
vans to return home after the victory, 
they agreed that a long road stretches 
ahead before the Homeless Bill of Rights 
is enacted into law. There are additional 
hurdles in the California Assembly, 
where the Bill is scheduled to be heard in 
the Appropriations Committee on May 
1. Most likely it will be “suspended” 
for a year before the final vote, a year 
that will be spent organizing and doing 
outreach to make the Bill of Rights a 
reality. 

 Homeless Bill of Rights       continued from page 1

Ammiano Whitnesses from left to right; Technical support Elisa Della-Piana 
and Jessica Bartholow, General Dogon, Assembly Member Tom Ammiano, 

Wendy Hill, Paul Boden.  PHOTO: Simon Vu

Assembly Member Tom Ammiano with Sponser Organizations outside the 
Capitol Building.   PHOTO: Simon Vu

Homeless Advocates:
 Why is the Homeless Bill of Rights 

(AB5) necessary?

When homeless activists came to town 
to testify before the California Assembly 
Judiciary Committee, Homeward 
Newspaper asked them why they thought 
AB 5 was necessary. Here is what they said:

“The Homeless Bill of Rights and 
Fairness Act is a response to the growing 
criminalization of poverty occurring in 
cities across the nation. It is not about 
special rights: it is about equal rights.” Eric 
Ares, age 29, Community Organizer for 
L.A. Community Action Network

“It is simple to me. People are people 
and homeless people are vulnerable 
to discrimination and to being treated 
inhumanely.” Mike Hennes, age 30, living 
in a single room occupancy apartment in 
San Francisco and struggling to pay each 
month’s rent.

“Homeless people deserve a quality of life. 
It’s absurd that they spend days in jail for 
resting, sleeping, etc. and then get fined 
– money we don’t have.”  Sean Gregory, 
age 24, homeless; jailed for “not being up” 
in the morning and cited for sitting down.

“AB 5 is a bill to ensure equal rights 
regardless of housing status. Houselessness 
can happen to anyone, regardless of who 
they are. I will be staying active by helping 
out with Oregon’s version of the Bill of 
Rights.” Amber, age 33, homeless domestic 
violence survivor with three children.

“AB 5 is part of fighting for the rights of 
the homeless so they have access to safe 
places to sit, lay their heads, and relax 
without being harassed. It is important 
because homeless or not, we all have the 
right to be comfortable in the place where 
we are. I am planning to stay active around 
this issue until it is resolved and everyone 
knows that homeless people are human 
too.” Bekah, age 36, homeless off and on 
since age 13.

“We are all human beings all are to be 
treated equal, yes, now and well into the 
future. Teach, teach, teach.” Art Rios, Sr., 
“The One and Only SpongeBob.”

“AB 5 is crucial because of the ongoing 
criminalization and brutalization of 
homeless people in all our communities. 
It’s important if we want to live in a 
just and equitable society that we treat 
everyone fairly, respect human rights, and 
acknowledge the societal
failings that have led to mass 
homelessness.” Becky Dennison, housed 
resident.

“AB 5 is decades overdue.” General 
Dogon, homeless in the past, ex-offender 
turned community organizer for L.A. 
Community Action Network

“The human indignity of homelessness 
impacts over hundreds of thousands of 
Californians and their communities, but it 
doesn’t have to. AB 5 will protect people 
living on the street from citations and 
imprisonment which will only worsen 
their condition and opportunities to escape 
homelessness, and invites us all to seek 
real, lasting and humane responses to 
homelessness.”  The Homeless Bill of 
Rights, Questions and Answers Sheet
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by the homeless science writer,

 Chongo
The most fundamental description of na-
ture is the Theory of Quantum Mechan-
ics (also termed quantum theory). This 
body of ideas (which is the substance of 
a physical theory) describes everything 
that is energy. This includes all that is 
matter and light. (Quantum theory even 
accounts for gravity at the microscopic 
scales very near to our Big Bang white 
hole). Furthermore, the Theory of Quan-
tum Mechanics wholly lacks any kind of 
paradox whatsoever; and, its accuracy is 
unsurpassed; nothing else even comes 
close. Yet, presumably, there exist two 
interpretations of what quantum theory 
says about the character of physical ex-
istence. That is, there are two distinct 
ways to consider physical existence 
in the abstract description (meaning in 
terms of the mathematical machinery) 
that quantum theory is. The first and 
original interpretation of its mathemati-
cal conclusions is the “Copenhagen in-
terpretation,” so named for historical 
reasons (the city of its origin: that of 
its authors). What is considered, again, 
presumably, the “other” interpretation is 
called the many-worlds (interpretation), 
first proposed by physicist Hugh Everett, 
back in the sixties. Each is presumably a 
“different” interpretation from the other, 
based upon the notion that the former 
implies a single history being the only, 
anywhere, ever, with the latter including 
any and all possible worlds being just 
as real as our own, single world is, as 
contrary as our experience as this notion 
may, at first, clearly seem.

These two interpretations happen to be 
the subject of the latest book from chon-
gonation.com, THE INFINITE PAT-
TERN. This latest release from chon-
gonation.com explains what the math 
of quantum theory reveals, in lay terms, 
without any mathematical terms (none) 
whatsoever, that leads to these two seem-
ingly contradictory conclusions. (It does 
so by explaining how each are actually 
an expression of the same conclusion). 
What follows is part of the logical proof 
of the validity of the second interpreta-
tion, the many-worlds, taken directly 
from the text. This proof is surprisingly 
easy to comprehend, even though it is, 
amazingly, straight mathematics, albeit 
expressed in terms that seem to exclude 
math. The reader can be assured that, 
despite appearances (that is, despite any 
misinterpretations), it is, unquestionably, 
pure math, but explained in the purely 
tangible, physical terms of our living ex-
perience (our awareness).
The many-worlds interpretation assumes 

that potential reality is actual reality, by 
assuming that the ‘unactualized’ portion 
of the potential possibilities for real-
ity are actual (real and existent). It as-
sumes observation within this infinity, 
and so, assumes other observers, beside 
ourselves (yet including many copies of 
‘ourselves’ - an infinity of them, to be ex-
act), inhabiting parallel worlds. Though 
somehow, we seem to be charting only a 
single actual history (as a single finite set 
of states, among an infinity of potentially 
possible sets of states) and no more, this 
interpretation says that there is an infin-
ity of actual histories (one per potential 
possibility) wholly existing beyond our 
awareness, with each one of us, an infin-
ity of each and every last one of us plus 
many others who are not even ‘here’ in 
many of these histories, and including 
many histories that exclude us too (the 
latter constituting the majority). In other 
words, the notion of a single history be-
ing the full extent of existence (physical 
and/or any other kind that we could ever 
imagine) is flatly a false one.

Imagining an infinity of actual histories 
as being real leads us to the question, 
does our awareness exist only in our 
unique actual history, or does it also ex-
ist ‘elsewhere’, beyond that single his-
tory?  Is there an infinity of observers, 
with each one of us a single observer 
among this huge infinity? And if this is 
so, then is the isolation of our individual 
awareness mere illusion, because this 
awareness spans many bodies, inhabit-
ing many distinct ‘realities’ that we can 
apparently never visit due to our logical 
confinement to the one. Is there a deeper 
demonstrable truth that leads beyond 
our intuitive understandings, and in so 
doing, explains what has yet to be ex-
plained? Lastly, is there a basis for be-
lieving that our awareness is somewhere 
we are not, or that it observes what we 
do not: motion that is not within our  ac-
tual reality? Most amazingly, the answer 
is yes!

Perhaps we can consider the notion 
of our awareness existing beyond our 
knowledge (our recollection) of it, by 
presuming that it does exist beyond in 
order to grasp just how it could. So pre-
suming, we correspondingly presume 
now that all unrealized potential actual 
histories are not really unrealized at all, 
but rather, very, very actual. This means 
that all these potential possibilities are 
observed, and that our awareness is in 
many of them (though again, surely ab-
sent from some), only we  are not aware 
of it! Our awareness seemingly experi-
ences only one history and only one his-
tory alone, does it not? It does not seem 

to physically experience an infinity of 
them any more than it experiences any 
two (beyond our interpretations of the 
one being instead more). Though there 
surely “are” other realities (worlds), ex-
isting wholly independently (in terms 
of energy, ignoring gravity) from ours, 
one can never observe them - or instead, 
can one, despite the seemingly indi-
vidual nature of awareness making it 
seem impossible, when it is not? This is 
where quantum logic ultimately leads. It 
seems that we are that, and much, much 
more. In other words, the many-worlds 
is  compellingly true; for purely logical 
reasons alone!

Using our single world as a starting point 
for describing one world among what is 
ultimately the many of the many-worlds, 
we must first confront its apparent con-
tradiction to what seems so clearly to 
be the single reality constituting our 
own, singularly individual awareness. 
For the many-worlds to explain physi-
cal existence in an accurate way, then 
it MUST explain it in terms of one’s 
individual awareness alone, because it 
(our individual awareness) is the fore-
most certainty that there is and any ac-
curate explanation of physical existence 
MUST explain nature in such terms, or 
it explains little that is of real substance, 
or for that matter, worth embracing (if 
you wish, believable). Furthermore, our 
individual awareness can be extended 
to include ANY number of individuals, 
collectively, to the point of including all 
awareness, as a single whole, by sim-
ply assuming that ours is not only - al-
though we will, for now, consider only 
ours alone, ignoring any others. Lastly, 
but most significantly, this principle and 
its corresponding resultant conclusions 
can be extended and thereby applied to 
the entire history of the universe, as a 
whole.

First, imagine of what physically our 
awareness consists. It is the history of all 
the observations (events) that we have 
ever made, either conscious or other-
wise, in a sequential series of moments, 
one after another, from the moment our 
life begins, until that moment that it fi-
nally ends and our observations cease. 
Most importantly, this history is unique 
among all the collections of observa-
tions that are potentially possible. This 
is, physically, what our awareness, or 
that of any living organism, is, a history 
of observations, organized sequentially, 
with respect to time. This means that, in 
the case of another universe identical to 
our own and with an identical history as 
ours, an individual identical to each one 
us would be living an experience identi-

cal to each of ours, each completely in-
distinguishable from any other. 

So the obvious question arises, how 
would you ever be able to distinguish 
your own awareness from that of any of 
these other individuals absolutely identi-
cal to you and living an absolutely iden-
tical experience? Could you? If so, how? 
The answer is that you could not!  The 
awareness of any other such individual 
would indeed be yours just as much as 
yours is because there is no way that any 
identical individual awareness could 
ever be differentiated from yours, any 
more than yours could be differentiated 
from theirs. Regardless of the number of 
other identical histories involve each be-
ing physically identical makes you and 
any ‘other’ identical awareness the same 
individual, even it is an infinity of them. 
(Any number of iterations is indistin-
guishable from a single one, because an 
endless repeating set, regardless of how 
numerous, even to the point of being in-
finite, can never reveal new information 
not contained in the very first iteration.) 
Each would experience only a single 
history, again, regardless of the number 
of iterations. Indeed, any other identical 
individual would be just as convinced 
as you are that they are you, and justi-
fiably so, because in physical fact they 
would be, just as much as you are you! 
This would be the case at any point in 
time, in either their - or equally correct, 
your - history, because one individual’s 
history being identical to another’s - or 
not being so - can be determined at any 
moment within that history. 

Now, imagine next another, different 
individual, in this universe or in any. It 
is an easy task to differentiate the liv-
ing experience of one individual, from 
another, different individual, within a 
universe. The set of observations corre-
sponding to that individual are physical-
ly distinct from that of any other, differ-
ent individual, within that universe. Any 
individual can be differentiated from 
any other, different individual, because 
it corresponds to a completely different 
collection of observations wholly unique 
to it, not only upon the initiation of that 
awareness (the moment of its inception), 
but uniquely in terms of the events lead-
ing to its presence in nature, which an 
organism likewise ‘observes’ (albeit 
unknowingly) in the very structure that 
provides its facility (their bodies) for 
observing. This is how one awareness 
is not another. The history constituting 
each is unique within the context of its 
corresponding universe’s unique history. 

The Infinite Pattern
www.chongonation.com

Continued Next Page
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Although from one identical universe to another, 
identical observers with identical histories can 
exist, within the single history of a single uni-
verse, the history of not one individual is nor 
can ever be identical to any other. And, just as 
observers can be differentiated within a single 
universe, so can they likewise be differentiated 
across universes, even identical ones, or more 
importantly, identical universes that will cease 
being so in their history. 

Next, imagine finding yourself in a universe that 
is not completely identical, but instead, nearly  
identical to your own. It and its history are so 
nearly identical that, at the point in time where 
you find yourself in it, there has yet to emerge 
any detectable difference in the history of events 
that has led to your presence (when and where 
you are) within it, and any other identical ver-
sion of you within any other universe. Because 
at this point in time no difference exits between 
your history of events and that of any other iden-
tical individual in any other universe whose his-
tory has likewise been identical up to this point 
in time, as just explained (opposite, bottom and 
above), you and every other nearly identical ver-
sion of you, in every other universe where you 
find yourself still identical, is, at this point in time, 
not yet nearly identical, but rather, completely so. 
In other words, there is nothing existing in ‘their’ 
history distinguishing any of it at all from yours 
yet, and in this way making them a different in-
dividual from you. In a word, they, at this point 
in time, would be you (again, as explained)! 
They would remain you until something ‘differ-
ent’ happened between their history and yours. 
Then, the two would no longer be the same in-
dividual - or would they? More accurately, both 
had been the same individual before. Afterward, 
they would be two (or more) versions of the same 
individual, both of them you!

Before the point in their history of observations 
when something different happened, the aware-
ness of each individual was absolutely indistin-
guishable from that of any and all others that 
were identical up to this point in their histories 
(always, irrespective of how many), making 
them all the same individual, not different ones 
- up to that point. Then, something different hap-
pens and the histories vary. The individuals are 
no longer identical. Although they have all been 
the same individual for however long it may have 
been, upon histories varying, they no longer are 
because all have not observed identical things 
(histories). From what was, up to that point, 
clearly a single individual, is now two (or more), 
with none aware of any other.

This leads to the question, was there any physi-
cal decision  made for one, to the exclusion of all 
others? Clearly, no, because, within the context 
(definition) of the many-worlds, none are ex-
cluded. Nonetheless, nearly every observer will 
find themselves in what will seem a randomly  
‘chosen’ history, and, unless they recognize that 
there are other worlds (or universes) with differ-
ent histories besides the one that they find them-

selves in, they will be completely 
unaware that, once something dif-
ferent can  happen, it does, and, as 
a result, “they” now also exist in 
at least one other world (or uni-
verse), just not precisely as them-
selves ‘elsewhere’ anymore. What 
was once a single individual is no 
longer, because that individual be-
comes multiple, distinct ones in-
stead, though again, all were once 
the same single individual, until a 
different thing happened for each.

Making every decision creates the 
illusion of each being randomly 
chosen with every differentiation 
made. But, it is not. These deci-
sions are made within the context 
of a far grander, infinite pattern 
that constitutes the substance of 
the potential universe and the 
plethora of possible worlds that it 
includes, of which we are an es-
sential part (ourselves being a part 
of that grander pattern). More fun-
damentally, nature seems to be the 
great expression of the ethereal 
yet eternal truth that the language 
of mathematics reveals, with each 
one of us as a example of the ex-
tent of complexity that that logi-
cally consistent and coherently 
meaningful truth yields; indeed, 
magnificently is.

(A final note: Should the potential possibilities 
for reality fall short of being infinite (though ef-
fectively so, for being so staggeringly colossal: 
imagine a number with a thousand zeros falling 
far short of this number), then it is mathemati-
cally impossible for EVERY possible history of 
the potential universe to NOT be realized, and 
moreover, impossible for each not to be realized 
an infinite number of times as well. Put another 
way, each and every last one of us is “immor-
tal,” in the sense that we repeat our life an infi-
nite number of times, only we don’t know it - or 
perhaps better stated, didn’t know it - until we 
read about the ultimate conclusions of theoreti-
cal physics, in a newspaper distributed by a des-
titute and/or homeless individual, with generally 
far more tangible and concrete concerns late in 
life, yet provided the opportunity to see what is 
among the deepest truth of all, thanks to a science 
article from a street press; because the content 
here appears no where else except in the finished 
work itself.)

(Videos pertinent to the subject of this article can be 
seen by clicking on “Education” from the http://www.
chongonation.com home page, and navigating appro-
priately to the “physical science” section. Chongona-
tion.com is a web site dedicated to educating those 
who have least opportunity for learning the scientific 
foundations that describe nature more accurately than 
any other body of ideas ever conceived. Chongona-
tion.com has books and free videos that provide such 
opportunity, in lay terms.)

Infinite Pattern The Homeless Bill of Rights Poem
By Ken

I was homeless, but it wasn’t my fault,
Or was it? I don’t remember.
We all have problems. I don’t want to stay homeless,
Or do I? I can’t remember.

Life has been hard but I would love a place that is safe or comfortable,
Or hell, how about warm and dry, or cool and shady.
It’s hard, it’s just so hard to get my sh…oh..stuff together, you see.
I haveta carry all of it on my back and in my heart or spirit—it’s such a load.

They used to help us, you know, But we became too expensive.
The rich folks simply can’t afford my simple needs,
or the tough ones either.
They love to charge so much for counseling.

What of basic rights?
I used to have some before life kicked my a..oh..tail.
Who will justice serve?
Lately, it isn’t me.
Can we get some laws for me? So many against me, now.

A hand up, not a hand out. I can work some.
Well, a little, you know--be a positive part of society,
Or not.
But prison, jail or harassment?
We really are all people, human beings, 
everyone who cannot help themselves deserves help from the elite. 

I am not scum.
I am a homeless person



clip & mail coupon

                     I want to see HOMEWARD,  
 a newspaper produced by homeless people, expand in Sacramento. 

Enclosed find my donation of $15 for a one year subscription. 
Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812
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Homeward Street 
Journal has been pub-
lishing since 1997 as 
a non-profit project 
of the Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing 

Committee, which is a member of the 
Sacramento Housing Alliance.  The 
paper’s mission is to alleviate miscom-
munication between communities by 
educating the public about housing and 
poverty issues, and by giving home-
less people a voice in the public forum.  
Homeward also informs  homeless per-
sons of shelter and occupational assis-
tance,   and acts as a creative self-help 
opportunity for those individuals who 
wish to participate.

 The opinions expressed in Homeward  
are those of the authors, and not nec-
essarily the Sacramento Housing Alli-
ance or SHOC or Homeward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or con-
tributions:  Articles, poems and other 
writing can be submitted at our office 
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the ad-
dress below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The edi-
tors will attempt to consult with an au-
thor if changes are necessary, however, 
the paper will go to print with the story 
as edited  if the author is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be edited, 
either the paper will publish the sub-
mission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as pos-
sible reprinting in NASNA member 
papers, with due byline.  Any requests 
for stories outside the above three will 
be referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$15 contribution.  Make checks out to 
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Orga-
nizing Committee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal in 
any way.         Participants with the 
paper are not allowed to solicit for 
donations for L&F, nor make any 
reference regarding the relationship 
between Loaves & Fishes and this 
newspaper whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
  PO Box 952
  Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be
 E-mailed at

 homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
http://homeward.wikispaces.com

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Night Shelters

Salvation Army: 12th and North B St. 30 
days per year: Dormitory living, C&S: Din-
ner, breakfast clothing for residents: Men/
Women: Sign-up  SA patio weekdays at 
1PM. 442-0331

St. Johnís Shelter:  Women and Children.  
4410 Power Inn Rd.  Call between 10am & 
3pm for space availability.  453-1482

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Beds for Men Only, sign up 6:30pm at mis-
sion, Newcomers/Referrals have priority. 
7:30pm Chapel Service  with  meal  after-
wards, 6am breakfast for residents. Show-
ers / shaves 9-11am & 1-2:45pm. open to 
all  homeless  men:  447-3268

SAEHC, Sacramento  Area Emergency 
Housing Center: 4516 Parker Ave. 24 hrs:  
Family Shelter: Families, single adults 
with children who have no other resource:  
Womenís Refuge, single women, no chil-
dren:  Call for screening/space availability 
455-2160

Day Shelters

Friendship Park: 12th St. & North C: Week-
days 7am - 2:30pm: open to anyone: Many 
services

Meals

Union Gospel  Mission: 400 Bannon St.: 7 
days, Evening meal, Men/Women: Church 
service 7:00pm required, dinner following 
8:30-9:15pm. Sunday 11am service, lunch 
at noon. 447-3268

Loaves & Fishes: 1321 No. C St.: Lunch 
every day 11:30am-1pm. Tickets available 
7 am- 12:30 pm at Friendship Park week-
days: at 8 am on Saturday and 10am on 
Sundays .

WomenísCivic Improvement Center: Se-
niors Only: 3555 3rd Ave. 11:30-12:30 
lunch M-F  452-2866

Helping Hands: 3526 5th Ave. Sundays, 8-
11 breakfast, sack lunch, clothing

Food-not-Bombs: serves free food in Ces-
ear Chavez Plaza, 9th & J St., every Sun-
day 1:30 pm. All Welcome.

Foundation of Faith Ministries 2721 Dawes 
St. Rancho Cordova. Every 4th Sat. 3-5 
pm All Welcome.

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Sundays; breakfast 11:30 am after 
10 am church service; dinner 6:30 pm af-
ter 5 pm church service: Fridays; dinner 7 
pm after 6 pm church service. Must attend 
services. 452-7078

About SHA
The Sacramento Housing Alli-
ance is a network of  concerned 
citizens who promote decent af-
fordable housing for low income 
households  and homeless people 
through advocacy and participa-
tion in  public discourse. 

For more info, or if you would 
like to participate, please call:

(916) 455-4900
http://sachousingalliance.org

1800 21st Street Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811

The SHA does not itself 
provide or manage  housing.

Women & Children

Maryhouse: 1321 No. C St. suite 32: 
Breakfast for Women and children 8am-
9am. Day shelter 8am-3pm weekdays for 
women and families.

Wellspring 3414 4th St.: T&Th full break-
fast:  M-W-F continental breakfast for 
women and children. 454-9688

see Wind in Youth Services for young 
adults

Free Clothing

Sacramento Food Bank: 3333 3rd Ave. 
(at Broadway) 10am-2pm Mon - Fri.  456-
1980

Union Gospel Mission: 400 Bannon St. 
Men:  M-Sat 9-11am or 1-2:45pm: Women 
and Children: Wed. only. Call for appoint-
ment to go in at 11am, 1 or 1:30pm, or at-
tend Bible study at 9:15am and get clothing 
at 10am  447-3268

Glory Bound Street Ministry 4527 Parker 
Ave. Clothes Closet, Sundays 11:30 am all 
welcome. 452-7078

Medical

Mercy Clinic: For homeless adults, chil-
dren: Nurseís office in Friendship park 
7:30am & 12:30pm. 446-3345

Sacramento Dental Clinic: 4600 Broad-
way (Primary Care Blding) Walk-ins 8 am 
- 12:30 pm  874-8300

Mental Health

Guest House, 1400 N. A St.: Homeless 
Mental Health Clinic, M,W,Th,Fri., 8-
11:30am Tues 8-11:30am only.  Mental 
Health evaluation, medication if needed. 
Housing referrals for mentally ill, GA 
refs, SSI aps, refs to A & D counseling:           
443-6972

TLCS Intake Offices: 1400 N.íAí St. Blding. 
A; Adults 18 yrs & up; Refferrals to transi-
tional living programs, independant living, 
mental health support services; SSI/SSDI 
application assistance;          Walk-ins  8-
11am M-F 440-1500

Genesis: Professional Counseling for life 
problems. Referrels. 401 12th St. (DeL-
aney Center). 699-1536

Youth Services

Diogenes: youth 16-21 yrs old.  Hot Line 
call 1-800-339-7177

Wind Youth Center: 701 Dixieanne Ave.  
Serves youth ages 12-20. Breakfast and 
Lunch; Clothing; Laundry and Showers; 
Case Management. Drop-in Hours: M ñ F 
from 8:00am to 4:30pm and Sat 10am to 
2pm. 443-8333

Crisis Intervention

WEAVE: Services for victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault and their chil-
dren. Referrals to court mandated battery 
intervention programs,  Safe house,  24 hr. 
crisis line: 920-2952

AIDS / HIV

AIDS Housing Alliance  provides residen-
tial care,  transitional housing & permanent 
housing services to homeless persons liv-
ing with aids. 329-1093 weekdays.

CARES (Center for AIDS Research, Edu-
cation and Service): 1500 21st ST. Serves 
people with HIV and AIDS. Medical care, 
mental health, case mgmt, health ed and 
regional prevention/ed classes.      443-
3299

Breaking Barriers: Homeless Outreach 
Program provides direct services to people  
living with AIDS and HIV.  Transportation 
to social services, medical appointments, 
job interviews, and housing assistance.  
447-2437

Harm Reduction Services: 40001 12 Ave.; 
High risk outreach; HIV, Hep-C testing; 
case management for HIV; free medical 
clinic, needle exchange.  456-4849

Alternative Test Site: Free anonymous test-
ing, Wed /Thurs. Call for appt.           874-
7720.

Legal Aid

Disability Rights, CA:  Free legal services 
for people with  disabilities. Call for appt. 
toll free: TTY:(800)776-5746

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic: 401 
12th St. (DeLaney Center) Free legal as-
sistance and advocacy for problems re-
lated to homelessness. 446-0368

Legal Services of Northern California, Inc: 
515 12th St. (at E ST.) M-F 8:30am-12pm, 
1pm-5pm. Problems  with  public benefits,    
landlord /  tenant,   divorce clinic. Call for 
appt. 551-2150

Welfare Rights: 1901 Alhambra Blvd. (2nd 
floor) M-F 9am-5pm: AFDC, Food Stamps, 
Workfare and Medical rep at hearings.  
736-0616

Social Security Disability / SSI Lawyer Free 
Consultation (916) 658-1880

HOMELESS  RESOURCES

Veterans

VA  Outreach:  1-800-827-1000

Homeless VA Coordinator:(916) 364-6547   

Mather VA Social Works:  help getting DD-
214, any vet.  (916) 843-7064

Miscellaneous

Francis House Center: 1422 C St. 9:00- 
noon walk-in - direct services resource 
counseling, vouchers for IDs, Dvr Li-
censes, Birth Certs, Transp Assistance; 
noon-3:00 - appts for in-depth resource 
counseling; by appt: Senior/Disability/ 
Verteranís advocacy, notary service. Job 
Development Center open 9am-3pm MTu- 
W-F and noon-3pm Th. Motel vouchers for 
qualified families. 443-2646

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Ser-
vices: 3333 3rd Ave. (south of Broadway) 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-1:30pm, and 
Wed 4pm-7pm. 456-1980.

Social Services: 28th & R ST. M-F 7:30am-
5pm. Call for asst. 874-2072

Employment Development Department 
(EDD): 2901 50th St. (at Broadway) M-
F8am-5pm. Unemployment, job services. 
227-0300

Medi-Cal: 1-800-773-6467,1-888-747-
1222. Or see DHA eligibility workers 1725 
28th St. 916-874-2256

Social Security Office: 8581 Folsom Blvd 
(East of College Greens Lite-rail stop) M-F 
9am-4:30pm  381-9410: Natl line 1-800-
772-1213

211 Sacramento
Dial 211 

for tele-info & referral service   

Califorina Youth Crisis Line: 
1-800-843-5200

Health Rights Hotline:
551-2100
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