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There’s No Place Like Home
by Joseph Smith

Loaves & Fishes, Maryhouse, and Mustard Seed School 
has called on the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
to provide immediate shelter for all families with children 
currently living outside, unsheltered, or in vehicles. A 
shelter that meets each family’s needs, includes their pets, 
partners, possessions, and all persons who still live in the 
household. 

This campaign to protect families and their children will be 
running throughout December, and we are calling for this 
action to be complete on or before January 1, 2021. 
The campaign doesn’t stop with just asking for shelter. The 
entire system of registering for shelter and services needs 
overhauling. Families need permanent housing, and they 
need to be helped in every way possible to see that they 
stay housed.

Right now, unsheltered families must register online 
with the Dept. of Human Assistance (DHA). Once they 
are registered, they get a confirmation sent to their email 
address. Then they wait for an email or a phone call saying 
that they are getting close to the top of the list. A case 
manager then contacts them and helps prepare the family 
with the things they need to get placed in the shelter. Once 
established, the case managers start to work with all family 

Continued Page 2

Time for Us to Get Involved:  No More Homeless Evictions, No More Empty Promises
Dispatches  from  the  Sacramento  Homeless  Union

On Thanksgiving Day, a 10 person police squad 
posted notices on the tents of dozens of people 
living at the Stockton Boulevard encampment 
in South Sacramento. The notices stated the 
encampment had broken the law against 
trespassing and unlawful storage of property. 
The residents were ordered to immediately leave. 
Nothing on the notice and nothing said by the 
police spoke to the issue of where the homeless 
residents of this community might go. 

Then the police got back in their black and white 
patrol cars and sped away to spend the holiday 

Continued Page 3
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members to help them find permanent 
housing. 

Sounds easy, right?

We all know that when you live outside 
that computers aren’t easily accessible, 
and not everyone knows how to navigate 
online, phones get lost or stolen, and it’s not 
exactly easy to check your email every day. 
If you miss a case manager’s call when your 
name comes up on the waiting list, you get 
removed and have to start over.

The last time families were “officially” 
counted was during the 2019 point-in-
time count. At that time, there were 372 
families made up of 451 adults and 688 
children. About half of these families 
were unsheltered, while the other half was 
somewhere in the “system.” Today we 
believe these numbers have doubled.

During 2019/2020, only 25% to 33% of 
families made it out of the sheltering system 
to permanent housing. Don’t get me wrong. 
Every family that makes it from living in a 
tent or van to living in a home is a victory, 
but if I were only getting 25% to 33% of 

my work done, my boss would fire me. The 
bottom line is the “system” is not serving 
unhoused families well.

That is why our campaign is so important. 
The county must do better for our families 
and their children. We are in the middle of 
a global pandemic, cold and flu season, and 
winter is just getting started.

This campaign isn’t just a sign-on letter to 
the board or a petition that people sign. It 
is a full campaign that includes community 
members, businesses, non-profits, and 
churches, all supporting this work. We are 
using social media to tell stories. We have 
reached out to our supporters and donors. 
I have been on TV and radio and in the 
newspaper, making sure that everyone is 
listening.

If January 1 comes and goes without 
any action or improvements on behalf of 
Sacramento County, then we will protest. We 
will march. We will make our voices louder 
and our language stronger. We will not go 
away.

What we need to be successful is you. If 

you are part of a family living outside or in 
a vehicle and are willing to share your story 
publicly, then you are the key to making 
this work. Advocates and outreach workers 
can make calls, write letters, and tell stories 
forever – what will make this campaign 
successful is your voice and your account 
coming directly from you. Reach out to me 
at 916-446-9316 or email at joe@sacloaves.
org. If you don’t have a phone or email, 
ask anyone who is giving away food or 
providing services to call for you. Let me 
know where you are or how to contact you, 
and I will come to you.

Together, we will create a change that saves 
lives and brightens the future for families.
Together we are going to be the difference. 

Bio: Joseph Smith is the Advocacy Director 
at Loaves & Fishes and serves on the Board 
of Directors for Sacramento Street Medicine, 
The Sacramento Homeless Organizing 
Committee (SHOC) and is an active 
member of Sacramento Services Not Sweeps 
Coalition. From 2005 to 2011, Joe lived 
outside, unsheltered in Sacramento, San 
Francisco, and Reno.

There’s No Place Like Home  continued from page 1

Every day, many thousands of 
homeless men, women, children 
and families are surviving outdoors, 
struggling to make it on Sacramento 
County’s streets – no one knows 
the true number. But we do know 
that unhoused people camp under 
freeways, huddle in doorways, 
and gather on empty lots in every 
neighborhood.

Covid-19 means as crisis in 
homelessness: more evictions from 
secure housing, more jobs lost. 
Governmental agencies at every 
level – federal, state, local – have 
failed to step forward with sustained 
funding and supportive services. 

At the same time, Sacramento 
police and Sheriff’s deputies are 
intensifying their aggressive action 
to sweep encampments, dispersing 
homeless into neighborhoods and 
confiscating their belongings. 
The constant threat of arrest and 
displacement, the lack of sleep and 
lack of basic sanitation, like water 
and toilets, brings on trauma and 
exposure to disease for an already 
vulnerable population. 

“Safe Ground” are self governing 
communities where homeless 
people can live in peace, leave their 
belongings and receive supportive 
services – can and will stabilize this 
desperate and chaotic situation. 

The Safe Ground nonprofit 
organization currently supports a 
demonstration site in downtown 
Sacramento, with electricity, water, 
showers, food storage, a porta potty 
and 15 capacious tents. We are 
working towards establishing more 

locations.

Being homeless and in need should 
not be a crime. And it can no 
longer be treated as an invisible, 
insoluble problem that we can 
turn away from. Together, we can 
tackle homelessness in a dignified, 
supportive, cost effective way. 

This is why many of Sacramento’s 
largest and oldest homeless service 
organizations including Loaves & 
Fishes, Mercy Pedalers, Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing Committee, 

Sacramento Homeless Union, and a 
growing number of supporters have 
banded together with businesses and 
individuals to join the campaign for 
Safe Ground.

Tough times demand creative 
solutions. With landowner 
permission, vacant lots throughout 
the city could be made available. 
Importantly, Sacramento has public 
land that no one is using – land 
that, through this unique approach, 
can offer  homeless people an 
opportunity to build a safe, 
organized community where they 
can stay until permanent housing 
is possible. This is especially 
valuable for women and those with 
disabilities, but everyone needs a 
place to be! 

We need your support -- volunteers 
to help create and build; advocates 
to spread the word; sites on vacant 
land, and of course, donations 
in any amount. We welcome 
unsheltered individuals as leaders 
and participants in this historic and 
crucially necessary project.
www.safegroundsac.org

Safe Ground is the Way Forward



elsewhere. 

For the past six months, more 
than 75 homeless people have 
been living in socially distant 
clusters on this vast parcel of 
vacant land. The County put in a 
lone “porta potty” to serve them 
after COVID hit.

When they learned the notices 
had been posted, Sacramento 
community organizations 
immediately mobilized to 
protest the threatened eviction 
and gathered advocates in a 
coordinated response. 

The Poor People’s Campaign 
coordinated the press conference 
held by zoom on December 
9, bringing together the 
Services Not Sweeps Coalition, 
the Homeless Union, the 
Sacramento Regional Coalition 
to End Homelessness, Service 

Employees International Union 
(SEIU) 1000, the Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing 
Committee, Safe Ground, and 
over 75 other organizations and 
individuals. 

The press release opened with 
a ringing denunciation of the 

eviction of members of the 
encampment and call for housing 
and services:

“We, the undersigned community 
members, demand you, the City 
of Sacramento City Council, 
and the Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors, provide 
immediate, appropriate shelter 
and supportive resources to 
the newly evicted unhoused 
community members from 
the Stockton Boulevard 
Encampment. We also demand 
that you provide immediate 
and appropriate shelter for all 
families with children currently 
living outside, unsheltered, or in 
vehicles at the site and across the 
county.”

The press release described the 
dire situation faced by evicted 
residents of the camp, addressing 
the City and County:

“There is important background 
information that you should 
take into account at this point. 
The Stockton Boulevard 
Encampment is home to over 
75 unhoused people, including 
veterans, seniors, men, women, 
disabled, and children.  The 
residents are mostly Black and 

Brown.

Black people are 
disproportionately suffering from 
the coronavirus. Early statewide 
health data shows that while 
Black people are infected with 
the virus at proportional levels 
to our population, our mortality 
rate is about double per capita. 

Across the City and County, 
the unhoused have not been 
offered adequate shelter. We are 
in a pandemic with 17, 000 plus 
positive cases within our city 
limits…Services have only been 
provided by grassroots efforts 
in order to keep the unhoused 
alive. Little or no aid has been 
provided by our city and county 
officials. 

The City and County under 
the Public Health and Welfare 
statutes and orders have the 
responsibility to do everything 
in your power to curb this 
contagion. You are continuing to 
fail us.” 

The threatened eviction occurred 
at a time when much of the 
relief funds sent by the federal 
government under the CARES 
Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act) to 
the City and County have been 
diverted and misspent. 

It is coming to light that the 
County used 86% of the $181 
million it received to cover 
payroll costs of the Sheriff, the 

Park Rangers, and Probation 
Officers; less than 3% went to 
public health. As reported by the 
Sacramento Bee, Flojaune G. 
Cofer, senior director of policy at 
Public Health Advocates, stated 
flatly, “Health officials should 
not have to fight for this money.” 

The City received $89 million 
in CARES funds, and dedicated 
about $15 million of that amount 
to homeless services and Project 
Roomkey, which has housed 
some 375 unhoused people in 
motel rooms for a period of 
months. But over $19 million in 
CARES funds went to economic 
stimulus projects and the arts. 
As the Sacramento Bee also 
reported, quoting incoming 
Councilwoman Katie Valenzuela, 
“,,,I’m definitely not saying 
more investment in the arts isn’t 
needed, but impacted artists 
could also benefit from direct aid 
programs for everyone. When 
we have so many people on our 
street, or at risk of ending up on 
the street in the future, that needs 
to be our top priority.”

Joe Smith, advocacy director 
for Loaves and Fishes, was 
also quoted, stating he was 
disappointed the council did not 
spend CARES money toward 
opening a long-awaited safe 
parking lot where homeless can 
safely sleep in their vehicles.

The threatened eviction of the 
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No More Homeless Evictions, No More Empty Promises     continued from page 3 

Dispatches  from  the  Sacramento  Homeless  Union

Stockton Boulevard encampment 
occurred at a time when the 
Mayor is publicizing a “Master 
Plan” to site housing, homeless 
shelters and encampments 
in the City Council Districts 
across the City, for the first 
time acknowledging openly that 
thousands of unhoused people 
live on the city’s streets, under 
its bridges and freeways, and on 
its vacant, open lands.

Certainly the ground is shifting 
under the feet of City and 
County officials who have long 

depended on police actions to 
sweep away homeless people 
and throw away their possessions 
and gear. 

First, the number of unhoused 
people is growing at a rate which 
makes police actions ineffective 
– it’s estimated that there are 
6,000 or more people living 
outside in every neighborhood. 
They are concentrated in the 
central city, where business 
interests are beginning to 
object to the impoverished and 
dispossessed people who are 

huddled in their blankets in front 
of the new buildings and luxury 
apartments that are multiplying 
across downtown and midtown.

Second, police actions are legally 
limited at this point because the 
federal courts have ruled that it 
is cruel and unusual punishment 
to cite, arrest, or jail homeless 
people for living outside when 
they have no place else to go. 

Last but not least, advocates and 
unhoused people themselves 
– like those who organized 

the Sacramento Services Not 
Sweeps Coalition, the Homeless 
Union, and the Poor People’s 
Campaign -- are openly resisting 
the evictions and harassment 
of homeless people and calling 
on the City and County to 
take meaningful action. The 
resistance is more powerful and 
vocal than ever before. 

It’s time for you to get involved 
too, if you aren’t already – don’t 
you agree? 

“I am now dedicated to getting people off the 
street.”  -– Donta Williams is the president 
of the Homeless Union at the Stockton Blvd 
Encampment

An Interview  by Cathleen Williams 

How did you become homeless, Donta?

I was evicted in 2015 while I was countersuing 
my landlord in a personal injury case after I was 
injured from falling down a flight of stairs on her 
property. I was faced with an unlawful detainer 
suit.  I got illegally evicted even though I won 
my counter suit.

The Sheriff came and put me out. Gave me 5 
minutes. Put my furniture out on the street. I 
filed a lot of rental applications, paid a $50 fee 
on each one. No one would rent to me. My old 
landlady talked to other apartments. She had a 
lot of properties and knew a lot of people. I was 
blackballed and couldn’t rent another apartment.

After that, I gave up looking for an apartment. 

Where have you been staying?

Once I became homeless, I started out at 
Loaves & Fishes, depending on their services. 
Then eventually I came to Oak Park. I have 
landscaping and construction skills. I am now 
dedicated to getting people off the street. 

I wound up going to Cesar Chavez, and City 
Hall, slept out there. I then stayed at the Lutheran 
Church on 21st, sleeping in the breeze way. 
Eventually I made my way to the Broadway site.  
My family doesn’t want me outside. My cousin 
helped me get a truck. He gave it to me for some 
money.

I am working toward finding a place to stay.

Do you think self-governing Safe Ground sites 
will work locally?

I think Safe Ground sites will work for those who 
can do it, who want to change their life. People 
here stick together.  Safety and health are key. 
People want to feel safe. Especially the women. 

Safe Ground takes a willingness to try to live 
together. I believe that people should follow 
rules. It’s not to control people, but to establish 
order. I see the need to weed out the ones who 
don’t want help. That’s why you feel the pain 
in my voice – if you don’t want my help, if you 
don’t want to change your life…I have a vision 
but it’s for the ones who want it. 

People need to become self-sufficient. I want 
to start training people to establish their own 
businesses, fund them – construction is a good 
field. Carpentry, electricians, positions where 
there is going to be a demand. 

How did you become a leader in the homeless 
movement?

I lived at that “Bank of America” site on 
Stockton Boulevard,, also by  Morrison Creek, 
also on the Parker/4th or 5th encampment in Oak 
Park. 

All those encampments were broken up by the 
police. Sergeant Hall promised me housing two 
years ago in one of the sweeps. I wrote up a 
declaration. In the Homeless Union lawsuit. At 
the Bank of America site,  an officer came up and 
said,  “I’m tired of you messing up my family’s 
property.”  I’m not sure what he meant but it’s a 
conflict of interest if it’s true. 

The police brought bull dozers and dump trucks.. 
At that time, I said to the City and County, “You 
need to do what you said you would do. No 
resources have been offered. These people need 
housing. Immediately. The people are tired and 
losing hope.” 

At this time I’m heading up the Homeless Union 
– over 100 people have joined. We have meetings 
in the morning or when Crystal Sanchez can 
come in. Ultimately the goal is to get people 
housed. We are organizing for that purpose.

What do you expect to happen next? 

I understand that the motel rooms [subsidized by 
the city under Project Roomkey] are for no more 
than 3 or 4 months. We have not been offered 
housing. That’s the problem. 

This is what I have to say the city now: Do what 
you say you are going to do. Otherwise it’s a lie. 
I want to see something happen. I don’t want 
to keep talking about this. False hope – we are 
counting on motel vouchers until the city figures 
out the next move. 

False hope makes people desperate, crime wave 
goes up. People could start breaking into places 
to get out of the cold. The city doesn’t care. 
You are going to do what you have to do, just to 
survive. 

How do you prepare for speaking? 

I look for what I’ve heard, seen, and then speak 
from the heart. 

An Interview with Donta 
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“What We See, It’s People Just Like Us” 
– Crystal Sanchez

Interview by Cathleen Williams
 
Crystal Sanchez is President of the 
Sacramento Homeless Union, Regional 
Coordinator for the National Union of the 
Homeless, and Executive Board member of 
the National Union of the Homeless.

What can you tell us about the resources for 
housing currently being developed by the 
City and County?

The Board of Supervisors and the City 
Council are currently talking about “big 
plans” but they never include the unhoused in 
these conversations. Their plans tie into real 
estate – gentrification. But the unhoused are 
not going away. 

There is no plan for housing. After COVID 
hit, Sacramento Steps Forward, Sacramento 
Housing and Redevelopment and City and 
County created an emergency response team.

They promised 800 beds to the homeless 
originally – then they claimed they put 
1200 beds in. But this is not what happened. 
The program funded 375 “beds” per night 
although there are 11,000 unhoused people 
-- which is the number counted for any given 
night in the last PIT (Point In Time) count.

No one has resources – not even the law 
enforcement teams dedicated to policing 
homeless people.  Shelters on list have been 
shut down since March of last year. The City 
and County are sweeping encampments and 
fraudulently representing resources.

As of now, in November 2020, one of the 
Project Room Key access points has been 
shut down, the motels are closing, funding 
runs out completely in March 2021.

Have you been documenting the living 
conditions of unhoused people?

We’ve been mapping the city and county 
and finding encampments – we know of 93 
camps with 25-50 people each. 

Unhoused people live in every neighborhood 
– camps constructed of moms, dads, 
grandmas. Most come from the neighborhood 
that they are in. 

What’s happening is that the abandonment 

of unhoused people brings on a state-created 
danger. Unhoused people are being blamed 
for lack of housing; neglect of their needs 
means blight. And then the police come 
through with sweeps. 

Are you seeing trauma as a result of these 
conditions? 

What we see, it’s people just like us. Mothers, 
veterans, seniors, children – trying to survive 
in their tents and get necessities. They know 
that CPS is looming – you have to figure 
out a way to put your kids somewhere while 
you look for food. Nowhere for children to 
go.  Schools closed. 

There’s PTSD from war and the trauma 
on the street. Life has changed so much 
– constant fear and anxiety – a feeling of no 
way out.
Do you see the potential of self-governing 
Safe Ground sites?

There are 93 encampments already, which 
brings some stability. Safe Ground is a good 
idea, a safe place to transition. There has to 
be a structure. We have to create rules, follow 
the law. The tent community in Modesto 
worked. Legitimate non-profits got involved, 
resources and case management were 
provided.

How are you building support for unhoused 
people?

Homeless Union members, unhoused 
and living in encampments, are getting 
organized. Volunteers have come forward 
because they see the reality, the conditions 
in the encampments. We brought together 
support organizations like “Sac Soup” 
— Sacramentans Organized for Unhoused 
People — and Sacramento Street Medicine. 
These individuals  work to provide what is 
needed — distribution of necessities, survival 
gear, advocacy, meals, medical needs, media 
coverage.

What’s happening is that the abandonment 
of unhoused people brings on a state-created 
danger. Unhoused people are being blamed 
for lack of housing; neglect of their needs 
means blight. And then the police come 
through with sweeps. 

Are you seeing trauma as a result of these 
conditions? 

What we see, it’s people just like us. Mothers, 

veterans, seniors, children – trying to survive 
in their tents and get necessities. They know 
that CPS is looming – you have to figure out 
a way to put your kids somewhere while you 
look for food. Nowhere for children to go. 
Schools closed. 

There’s PTSD from war and the trauma 
on the street. Life has changed so much 
– constant fear and anxiety – a feeling of no 
way out.

Do you see the potential of self-governing 
Safe Ground sites?

There are 93 encampments already, which 
brings some stability. Safe Ground is a good 
idea, a safe place to transition. There has to 
be a structure. We have to create rules, follow 
the law. The tent community in Modesto 
worked. Legitimate non-profits got involved, 
resources and case management were 
provided.

How are you building support for unhoused 
people?

Homeless Union members, unhoused and 
living in encampments, are getting organized. 
Volunteers have come forward because 
they see the reality, the conditions in the 
encampments. We helped bring together 
support organizations  like “Sac SOUP” 
— Sacramentans Organized for Unhoused 
People — and Sacramento Street Medicine. 
These individuals  work to provide what is 
needed — distribution of necessities, survival 
gear, advocacy, meals, medical needs, media 
coverage. 

Please make contact with the Homeless 
Union to find out more or get involved at: 

sacramento.homeless.union@gmail.com

Dispatches  from  the  Sacramento  Homeless  Union

An Interview with Crystal
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The Situation 

the sun rises 
the moon centers herself in the sky
her last moment 
before relentless day

in Guatemala hurricane
children lifted out of the mud
drowned fields, destroyed villages.
death for naught

here in the windless dawn
the people living on the street
gather themselves, refuse to move on.
the police visit their camp

 ~social workers 
 ~clip boards
no, no place for you
here’s a motel voucher

since Covid, four trillion 
what is that anyway
owned by billionaires 
but no, it is not their world

refuse to move on
under the sun
sharper and more terrible
than ever before 

but still beautiful 

          Cathleen Williams 

It takes a team to produce the Homeward 
Street Journal, but behind every issue has 

been one person…

by Joseph Smith

Paula Lomazzi is an organizer for the 
Sacramento Homeless Organizing 
Committee (SHOC) and a writer for the 
Homeward Street Journal since 1997.  

Paula’s story of organizing started 
with homeless individuals who banded 
together and cleaned sections of the 
American River Parkway. They wanted 
to keep the river area clean, so the Park 
Rangers would leave them alone, and 
they could exist in peace. Once cleaned, 
they would move along to another spot.

At the end of the day doing cleanup, they 
would retreat to the 13th floor of what is 
now the Citizen Hotel, but used to be an 
office building, where SHOC shared an 
office with the director of another non-
profit. One day it was raining, and the 
director suggested they stay the night – so 
they stayed all winter. About a group of 
10 stayed warm and dry and would get up 
every morning before the cleaning crew 
would arrive.

Eventually, Paula received a Section 8 
housing voucher and moved into her 
apartment, and never slept outside again.

The adjustment to staying inside was 
difficult. Paula described it as a feeling of 
isolation and separation from the world 
outside. She put her bed in the front room 
and would sleep fully dressed with the 

window wide open for about a year. 

A while after staying inside, she became 
part of a broad convergence of protestors 
who started a “perma-culture” garden. 
It was on the property of a building that 
they rented on 12th & C St. Paula went 
to Loaves & Fishes during the day to eat 
and then work in the garden. She said the 
garden helped her to “stay grounded.” 

When the protest group moved on and 
vacated the building, they left the garden 
to Paula. She called it a “guerilla” garden 
where she grew tomatoes, peppers, 
melons, and greens. Folks would come 
and pick the food for themselves, but 
eventually, the building owner locked 
them out.

She still gardens at a community space 
near where she lives today.

Her “stick-to-it-iveness,” as she calls it, 
has kept her organizing with heart and 
passion for 30+ years. 

But her heart is with SHOC and the 
people she has served for so many years. 
She wants the organization to keep going 
so that other leaders can continue the 
work they started. 

“I want to make sure that there’s a 
SHOC, and there’s a Homeward Street 
Journal for vendors to sell.” Paula 
said, “And so my passion is doing the 
bookkeeping and doing the fundraising. 
And making sure that it’s a vehicle for 
other people to continue to do outreach.” 
– Paula

The SHOC’s mission is to amplify the 
homeless and low-income community’s 
voice to accomplish economic and social 
justice. The Homeward Street Journal 
features SHOC and their community 
partners’ work. The paper is sold by 
people experiencing homelessness and 
provides an income source to homeless 
and nearly homeless distributors, helping 
them meet their immediate survival 
needs.

An Interview with Paula Lomazzi



By Emily A. Benfer, INSP News Service 

The cost of rent is taking futures

When the pandemic struck, Marlenis Zambrano was 
a fulltime caregiver for the children of Department of 
Defense (DOD) employees. For 27 years, her housing 
was secure, she provided for her family, and was able 
to save for her children’s college tuition. Her daughter 
attends Virginia Commonwealth University and her 
son is a senior at Dartmouth College—first generation 
college students. Shortly after DOD families pulled 
their own children from the daycare due to the 
pandemic, Ms. Zambrano’s wages were cut, and 
she received a five-day notice of eviction from her 
Alexandria home. Ms. Zambrano, who is Hispanic, is 
one of the many renters of color who are particularly 
vulnerable to eviction due to the pandemic and 
pushed to make impossible choices. To protect her 
family’s health and safety, Ms. Zambrano was forced 
to put her daughter’s college tuition fund toward the 
rent.

Families across the country are paying rent with 
their futures. “As a parent, as a hard-working mom,” 
Ms. Zambrano, who is advocating to keep families 
housed, told me, “I feel like the system is failing all 
the families that really need it.” The need is almost 
unfathomable: an estimated 50 million adults and 
children across the country live in renter households 
that suffered COVID-19-related job or income loss, 
with people of color hit the hardest.

The federal eviction moratorium, issued by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, offers 
temporary and crucial relief for the  who are at risk 
of eviction nationwide. But, with the moratorium set 
to expire on New Year’s Eve and without emergency 
rental assistance to pay the mounting rental debt, 
renters are being pushed off the edge of the eviction 
cliff.

     The struggle of Black and Hispanic renters

The human costs and housing loss will be especially 
heightened among people of color. Black and 
Hispanic landlords are in greater financial peril as 
they struggle to pay their mortgage and offer payment 
plans to renters at higher rates than white landlords. 
Among renters, nationally, nearly half of Black and 
Hispanic renters have little to no confidence in their 
ability to pay next month’s rent, compared to less than 
a quarter of white renters. These racial disparities are 
in great part due to decades of racially discriminatory 
housing laws and policies that excluded people of 
color from mortgages and deepened segregation lines 
while promoting the investment of billions of federal 
dollars in white communities. The sordid legacy of 
these laws is embedded in the cavernous racial wealth 
gap that propelled entire generations into poverty, 
poor health, and housing precarity.

As a result of the extreme socioeconomic divide, 
over  entered the pandemic lacking the emergency 
funds to cover three months of expenses, compared 
to under half of white adults. Without a safety net 
when crisis strikes, the downward fall is immediate 
and precipitous, and recovery may be impossible. 
The administration’s unveiled efforts to terminate 
fair housing, dismantle civil rights protections and 
advance “not in my backyard” suburban policies 
only intensifies the opportunity gulf by carrying past 
offenses forward.

Further highlighting the sticking power of racially 
discriminatory policies, housing stability varies 
drastically by race. The percentage of Black people in 
a community is a greater predictor of eviction filings 
than poverty level in some communities. On average, 
even across similar education levels, Black renters 
face eviction at nearly twice the rate of white renters. 
Coupled with widespread housing discrimination 
in the rental market, people of color are at extreme 

risk of housing loss and the social and economic 
inequalities it causes. In the pandemic context, many 
of the communities most in need of COVID-19 
emergency rental assistance are also communities of 
color.

Winnette Dickerson, a tenant leader with VOICE 
organizing to stop evictions, summed the effects of 
disparity when she told me, “We black and brown 
people will never be able to catch up. The plague 
of financial and housing insecurity will be looming 
over our heads. The goals of financial security & 
home ownership will remain a distant unreachable 
dream for us.” Ms. Dickerson, a longtime volunteer 
at a homeless shelter, also faced eviction during the 
pandemic after being furloughed from her job as a 
drug counselor.

Policy makers must act
Ending the COVID-19 eviction crisis presents an 
opportunity to break a link in the systemic racism 
chain. Yet, policy makers have abandoned their 
duty to prevent the clear and steep human toll of 
the COVID-19 eviction crisis, with some justifying 
inaction by assigning blame and moral lashings to the 
people hardest hit by the pandemic. Without rental 
assistance, parents will be forced into even lower-
wage jobs that, where available, will hardly cover 
rental debt on top of housing costs, and could increase 
the risk of contracting COVID-19 and spreading it 
to loved ones. Researchers determined that lifting 
eviction moratoriums over the summer resulted in 
433,700 excess cases and 10,700 excess deaths. 
Underscoring the health inequity, Black and Hispanic 
adults have higher COVID-19 hospitalization and 
death rates than their white counterparts. In addition 
to taking lives, the eviction crisis is on track to 
devastate and further disadvantage communities 
of color and strip any chance of true equality and 
opportunity in America.

Federal and state policy makers must both defend 
against this pressing threat to equality and repair 
past harms. In the immediate, this means extending 
the CDC eviction moratorium beyond January, as 
well as adopting robust state eviction moratoriums, 
and providing the emergency rental and foreclosure 
assistance necessary end the eviction crisis. Then, 
policy makers must redress longstanding inequality 
among people of color by guaranteeing equal access 
to safe, decent, and affordable homes in thriving 
communities during and after the pandemic.

Ms. Zambrano has hope for her children. “I know 
my children are going to be somebody one day, and 
not suffer the way I did,” she said. It’s every parent’s 
hope. It’s time every child has the same chance to 
reach for it.

Emily A. Benfer is health and housing law expert, a 
law professor at Wake Forest University School of 
Law, the co-creator of the COVID-19 Housing Policy 
Scorecard with the Eviction Lab and the Chair of 
the American Bar Association COVID-19 task force 
committee on eviction.

Story Courtesy of the International Network of Street 
Papers.  https://insp.ngo
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Homeward Street Journal has been 
publishing since 1997 as a non-profit 
project of the Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee, which is a 
member of the Sacramento Housing 
Alliance.  The paper’s mission is to 
alleviate miscommunication between 
communities by educating the public 
about housing and poverty issues, and 
by giving homeless people a voice in 
the public forum.  Homeward also in-
forms  homeless persons of shelter and 
occupational assistance,   and acts as a 
creative self-help opportunity for those 
individuals who wish to participate.

 The opinions expressed in Home-
ward  are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily the Sacramento 
Housing Alliance or SHOC or Home-
ward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or con-
tributions:  Articles, poems and other 
writing can be submitted at our office 
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the ad-
dress below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The edi-
tors will attempt to consult with an au-
thor if changes are necessary, however, 
the paper will go to print with the story 
as edited  if the author is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be edited, 
either the paper will publish the sub-
mission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as pos-
sible reprinting in INSP member pa-
pers, with due byline.  Any requests for 
stories outside the above three will be 
referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$20 contribution.  Make checks out to 
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Orga-
nizing Committee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal in 
any way.         Participants with the 
paper are not allowed to solicit for 
donations for L&F, nor make any 
reference regarding the relationship 
between Loaves & Fishes and this 
newspaper whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
  PO Box 952
  Sacramento, CA 95812

   The paper may be reached at 
        (916) 442-2156
   The paper may also be E-mailed at
       homeward2@yahoo.com
   On the web at: 
      https://sacshoc.org/homeward

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Resources List
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Sacramento
Homeless

Organizing
Commitee

https://sacshoc.org
(916) 442-2156

SHOC public 
meetings are 

cancelled until the 
Covid crisis is over.

	 These resources are not complete. Call services first to be sure their information is current.

Sacramento Loaves & Fishes 1351 North 
C Street  –www.sacloaves.org – (916) 
446-0874–limited  services–

 Friendship Park is open to provide 
breakfasts, supply survival items, and 
lunch tickets. Open until 2:30pm on 
weekdays for specific usage but not for 
congregation.

 The Dining Room will remain open 
to distribute “to-go” or bag lunches 
for guests from 11:30am to 1:00pm 
weekdays, and 11:00am to 12:30pm on 
weekends

 Maryhouse, daytime hospitality shelter 
for women, will limit traffic inside, but 
continue services and dispense survival 
supplies.

 The Washhouse will minimize congestion 
inside, but remain open.

 Mustard Seed School will run a limited  
half-day program on campus from 8:15- 
11:30 am for unsheltered children living 
in cars or outside and the front office will 
stay open until noon for intakes.

 The Warehouse will remain open until 
noon to receive donations.

 Genesis Program - Free mental health 
counseling, resources, and referral 
services. They will meet guest outdoors 
or phone conferences. (916) 669-1536

 Mercy Clinic – health services and 
information clinic. 8am to noon, 
weekdays. (916) 874-2811

Food

River City Food Bank (916) 446-2627. 
Food Distribution Hours: Midtown, 
1800 28th Street – Tuesday-Thursday, 
10:30am to 1:30pm. Arden Arcade, 2300 
Edison Ave - Friday-Saturday, 10:30am 
to 1:30pm.

Sacramento Food Bank and Family 
Services: 3333 Third Avenue, (916) 456-
1980; 1951 Bell Avenue, (916) 925-3240. 
Visit website for list of services: www.
sacramentofoodbank.org

Food search by zip code: www.
sacramentofoodbank.org/find-food

Miscellaneous

Sacramento Safe Space for Unhomed 
Youth – Tuesdays, 9am to noon, at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at 1430 J 
Street. Temporary sanctuary for ages 
18-30. Breakfast, hygiene items and 
other supplies when available. For more 
information: www.engage.us.org

Pilgrimage Program – Rotating support 
from congregations in Midtown 
Sacramento. Overnights have been 
canceled. Clothing, Meals, and mobile 
showers one or two days a week at:

 Bayside Midtown (19th & W) (916) 706-
2337;

 First United Methodist (21st & J) (916) 
446-5025;

 St. John’s Lutheran (17th & L) (916) 444-
0874;

 Trinity Episcopal (25th & Capitol) (916) 
446-2513;

 First Church of Nazarene (28th & S) 
(916) 452-6171 @PilgrimageSac on 
facebook for the calendar.

Sacramento Self Help Housing offers 
housing counseling and housing lists. 
sacselfhelp.org - (916) 341-0593

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic 
provides free legal services to homeless 
people relating infractions and 
misdemeanors in Sacramento County. 
Also manages court-ordered community 
service sentences for homeless people 
to pay fines in lieu of incarceration. (916) 
446-0368

Legal Services of Northern California: 
Handles cases about Housing, public 
benefits, including CalWorks, CalFresh 
(food stamps), Medi-Cal, General 
Assistance (GA), Social Security, SSI, 
unemployment insurance benefits (UIB), 
and statedisability insurance (SDI). lsnc.
net – (916) 551-2150

Sacramento Tenants Union 
– Advocacysupport for tenants: 
sactenantsunion@gmail.com

Departmentof HumanAssistance(welfare) 
is closed but can be accessed online or 
by phone:

 Appointments – over the phone.
 Mail – use drop boxes outside office, 

or submit documents online through 
mybenefitscalwin.org, or mail them to: 
P.O. Box 487, Sacramento, CA 95812

 Apply for Benefits – apply online at www.
mybenefitscalwin.org

 General Assistance, call (916) 874-3100
 EBT – new or replacements, call (877) 

328-9677
 Harm Reduction Service: 2800 Stockton 

Blvd. Open from 4-6PM weekdays. Call 
for outreach schedule or supplies. (916) 
456-4849

City of Sacramento: For general 
information or questions about COVID-19 
in Sacramento, please call 211 or 1-800-
500- 4931 or 916-498-1000. You also 
can email info@211sacramento.org

City services: 311

Community Resources: 211

Sacramento Covered (916) 874-9670

Elica Health Centers (916) 454-2345

WellSpace Health (916) 737-5555

Sacramento County Health Center
(916) 874-9670

Sacramento County Department of 
Health Services: www.saccounty.
net/COVID-19

Sacramento Steps Forward: 
sacramentostepsforward.org/covid-19-
resourc


