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By Cathleen Williams

THE STORM

On January 27, 2021, a hellish 
storm with winds over 70 miles an 
hour barreled through Sacramento, 
inundating and wrecking the 
encampments where thousands 
live outdoors around our city.  As 
many as six unhoused people died 
in the maelstrom – the total number 
unknown. 

No city or county departments 
mobilized an emergency response 
or any response at all. Even the 
city’s tiny “warming center,” which 
had sheltered some 50 people the 
previous night (out of the 5,500 
living outside) stayed shut up tight, 
as houseless people, drenched and 
shivering, milled outside its doors. In 
session that very night, three council 
people urged that it be opened. City 
Manager Howard Chan refused to 
take any action. Chan later said he 

didn’t regret his decision.  

Mayor Darrell Steinberg took the 
lead in shaping the narrative on 
behalf of the city. “Thousands” 
have been housed and “millions” 
raised to deal with homelessness 
over the last four years, he asserted 
in op-eds and press releases. Yet 
he acknowledged the magnitude of 
the crisis. As he told the Bee in the 
Fall of 2020, “The data, of course, 
tells us that just as many people are 
entering homelessness as exiting 
homelessness.” 

The river of people keeps flowing, 
a kind of natural disaster that never 
ends. No matter how many are 
“housed” – mostly temporarily 
– every year new deluges fill every 
crack and cranny of the region, by 
the river, under the freeways, on the 
sidewalks near city hall. And the 
brutal police sweeps of encampments 
continue to bring devastation. 

Lately, the Sacramento Bee has 
publicized city proposals to fund 
“affordable housing” by giving 
millions of public funds to private 
for-profit developers. However, 
these public-private “partnerships” 
rarely house people in poverty. 
“Affordable” housing has shifting 
meanings, and includes housing 
for the legions of workers that 
developers hope to attract as the city 
becomes a destination for renters 
fleeing the Bay Area’s high rents, 
and a center of tech and corporate 
investment in its own right.   

THE MASTER PLAN

A new city-wide “master plan” for 
housing the homeless is in the works. 
The city’s press releases project that 
different types of housing and shelter 
will be sited in each of the city’s 
six districts, including safe parking, 
safe camping (locally known as 
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Safe Ground) and other types of informal 
settlements. This is a tremendously positive 
development, one which we should advocate 
for our neighborhoods and campaign to see 
implemented at the City Council level. 

But there are danger signs that unhoused 
people and their allies should be alert to. 
First, the city intends to outlaw (again) 
informal encampments that are not 
authorized under the master plan. This will 
allow the city to step up its destruction 
of “unregulated” encampments through 
police attacks. Along with support for safe 
camping, safe parking, tiny homes, hotel 
rooms, shelters and just plan decent housing, 
police sweeps must be stopped because of 
their traumatizing impact on the unhoused 
population, already destitute and vulnerable. 
As summarized by Shahera Hyatt of the 
Homeless Youth Project, the politics of 
such displacement are plain: “Business 
associations pay politicians to get cops to put 
homeless people in jail.”

There are other danger signs. Virtually at the 
same time the master plan was announced, 
the City Council – with the Mayor’s urging – 
passed an ordinance that sharply restricts the 
siting of housing and shelters, requiring that 
they be located at least 500 feet from various 
types of facilities, including schools, parks, 
and even museums. This ordinance is so 
restrictive that, according to Bob Erlenbusch 
of the Sacramento Regional Coalition 
to End Homelessness, it will be “next to 
impossible” to find places for tiny homes 
and other types of innovative approaches in 
the various districts. 

The ordinance also imposes onerous 
requirements on anyone – for example, 
property owners, churches, and non-profits 
-- who might apply for permits to open Safe 
Ground encampments, shelters, and safe 
parking sites. How can the master plan be 
implemented with these restrictions and 
requirements in place? This question has 
not yet been answered, and it remains to be 
seen if the master plan can be effectively 
implemented despite this ordinance.

AGGIE SQUARE 

As we advocate for “a bed for every head,” 
we cannot ignore the larger reality that our 
city is being reshaped to serve the needs of 
investors and corporations with little or no 
regard for the neighborhoods of ordinary 
people struggling to pay their rent and stay in 
place. We are now seeing the displacement 
of people of color, and the poor, in every 
centrally located neighborhood – and 

beyond. 

A major example of this dynamic is “Aggie 
Square.” The city has been a prime advocate 
(and given tens of millions in subsidies) for 
the development of Aggie Square, a huge 
complex of bio-tech industries, University 
of California research facilities, and upscale 
housing at the very heart of neighborhoods 
near downtown.

Aggie Square is a mega-project, part of 
a global trend that involves “corporate 
buying of whole pieces of a city.” (See, 
Saskia Sassen on the web.) These “mega-
projects” ($1 billion or more in investment) 
have spread to every major city, and “their 
vast footprints…inevitably kill much urban 
tissue: little streets and squares, density of 
street level shops, modest offices and so 
on.” The city, after all, is a living being, “a 
mix of occupants” who have made it urban, 
diverse, creative, human in scale, and also a 
site of struggles by the poor. “A large city is 
a frontier zone where actors from different 
worlds can have an encounter with no rules 
of engagement.”  

In Sacramento, a diverse coalition of 
organizations has come together to confront 
the corporate take-over of the vast acreage 
selected for development. Sacramento 
Investment Without Displacement (SIWD) 
supports the “potential” that Aggie Square 
will bring “positive opportunities to 
existing residents and businesses in the 
surrounding neighborhoods of Oak Park, 
Fruitridge, Tahoe Park, and Elmhurst.” 
However, in meetings with “elected officials, 
local government economic development 

managers and UC Davis Aggie Planners,” 
SIWD discovered there was no awareness, 
understanding, or planning around the 
impact on the surrounding neighborhoods, 
already suffering “from an existing housing 
shortage.” 

The development of Aggie Square, and its 
potential initial influx of seven thousand 
new residents, most with well-paid jobs or 
stipends, will inevitably bring “higher rents 
and home prices, more homelessness and 
overcrowding, families forced to spend an 
even larger percentage of their income on 
housing or be forced out of their homes 
and neighborhoods.” It is crucial that 
as a community we demand that Aggie 
Square meet the need for housing and 
plan to prevent the displacement of whole 
neighborhoods in our city.

Its attempt to push through Aggie Square 
without concern for the need for housing, 
transportation, climate impact, and other 
issues, exposes the role the City plays, 
through its public-private “partnerships,” 
in creating an urban environment in which 
homelessness flourishes and multiplies, well-
watered and fertilized by well-intentioned, 
compassionate-sounding politicians who 
are doing “all they can” to set up temporary 
shelters for those displaced, evicted, expelled 
from neighborhoods. 

There is no question that the city created this 
environment in many ways. For example, 
in 2015, it removed the requirement that 
developers include 15% percent “affordable” 
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units in their plans when seeking new 
building permits, and it routinely waives 
the fees payable to the city’s (inadequate) 
housing trust fund by developers of luxury 
condos and town houses. 

As the Sacramento Bee reported in January 
2020, “according to a city analysis, 
apartment construction is strongly tilted 
to higher end projects, leaving poorer 
workers on the sideline. In a recent five-year 
span, the city issued permits for just 210 
apartments for extreme or very low-income 
tenants and 427 units for low-income 
tenants. At the same time, the city issued 
8,000 permits for moderate and higher 
income renters.”  

The city opposed robust rent control, along 
with other public entities. In a process that is 
rarely acknowledged despite warning signs, 
the city and county did little or nothing to 
secure and preserve “naturally affordable” 
housing and apartments before speculators 
and hedge funds snapped them up in the 
aftermath of the mortgage and housing 
crisis in 2008, a drain on housing that keeps 
diminishing the supply. 

Essentially, we are at the mercy of a market-
based model of housing distribution that 
isn’t working for millions. The current push 
toward rent subsidies – as predicted by an 
article by Portland journalist David Rovics 
in Truth Out – works as a “pass through,” 
funneling the money upward to the 
landlords, banks and businesses we depend 

on to survive. 

WHAT’S NEXT

Rovics sums the essential 
demands of the housing 
movement:

“There are many tenants 
unions and other networks 
cropping up all over the 
country that are focusing 
on a wide variety of issues 
of concern to renters, but if 
we were to boil their efforts 
down to two major demands, 
they would be the demand for 
actually affordable housing 
in the form of real, effective 
rent control legislation, and 
the demand for an end to the 
practice of forced eviction, and 
any threats to that effect. In 
other rich countries housing is 
a guaranteed right, rent control 
is widespread and practiced 
effectively, much housing is 
cooperative or government-
owned, and well-maintained, 
and forced evictions are 
extremely rare.”

We are on the edge of a 
precipice. Covid moratoriums 
on eviction will expire. 
Millions will not be going to 
back to work as technology 
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and AI take their jobs – it is 
predicted that 42% of lower 
wage jobs will not return. 

The rise of local coalitions 
and organizations now point 
the way forward to housing 
justice and community 
reinvestment in Sacramento. 
People’s Budget Sacramento 
is organizing to reshape public 
priorities and calling for re-investment 
in community services instead of the 
Sheriff and his jail. Recently, Decarcerate 
Sacramento, a member of People’s Budget, 
led a successful battle against funding a $10 
million dollar jail expansion. 

Services Not Sweeps, a coalition formed last 
year to coordinate advocacy and strengthen 
alliances with unhoused people, has become 
a force locally, taking on both the city and 
the county. With the Homeless Union, 
Sacramento Street Medicine, Sac SOUP 
(Solidarity Of Unhoused People), Poor 
People’s Campaign: A National Call for 
Moral Revival, the Sacramento Area Black 

Caucus, Sacramento Homeless Organizing 
Committee, Safe Ground, Sacramento 
Tenants Union and Eviction Defense 
Network – and many others, too numerous to 
list here -- we must put our energy and throw 
our weight behind new priorities and the 
demands for basic needs. 

There are many arenas where we can be 
effective. We can be effective on the streets 
by organizing the vast majority of people 
who are themselves at risk. We can be 
effective in our politics by making clear 
and uncompromising demands. And we can 
enter the electoral arena to build the people’s 
power that we need. 

Ceavet Emptor - Buyer Beware

Want a job, loan, credit? Give us 
your social insecurity number!

Welfare
can’t help you 

without 
a social

 insecurity 
number!

Don’t worry,
 you can trust us, we’re 

   authorized to collect your 
social insecurity 

identity info!

It must be 
you! Who 
else could 
know your 

super 
secret 
social 

insecurity 
number! 
Pay us!

EDD 
Fallout
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Editor’s Note: On February 26, 2021, homeless 
activists held a ‘die-in’ at Sacramento City 
Hall to protest homeless deaths and demand 
accountability. Activist and Sacramento Homeless 
Union President Crystal Rose Sanchez read this 
piece during the action.

By Crystal Sanchez, President of Sacramento 
Homeless Union / SAC SOUP
 
Today I came out to my very conservative 
parents…… I became homeless

Today I was a victim of domestic violence…. I 
became homeless

Today my family member was murdered by law 
enforcement…….. I became homeless

Today I was assaulted…… I became homeless

Today my slumlord evicted me
…….I became homeless

Today I lost my job……. I became homeless

Today I at 80 years old fell and broke my hip 
and won’t be home for 3 months ……..I will be 
homeless

Today I was involved in a fire I lost 
everything…… I became homeless

Today is the 11th month of a pandemic…… in 
which I became homeless

Today I locked the door for the last time in my 
small business which didn’t survive the pandemic 

…….I will become homeless

Today is the last day for the moratorium to pass 
for rent……. I may become homeless.

Today I was released from jail for a past mistake 
………I became homeless.

Today I buried my spouse my children and …….I 
became homeless

Today a new policy came out to remove me…. 
Where do i go?…… i am homeless

Maybe today will be the day I connect to the 
right resources. It’s been 20 years I have done my 
due diligence the best I can …..and I can’t stay 
connected.

Am I invisible? Can YOU see me? Can YOU 
hear me? Hello??? can you help me PLEASE….. 
Why are you calling me names?? why are you 
throwing things at me?…. don’t you understand 
I’m just like you? NO wait please…. Don’t 
call the police….. What did i do? I’m sorry I 
needed a place dry to rest… there is nowhere 
to go!…. Officer where can I go? Why are 
you taking all my things??….. It’s cold …..it 
is wet …..please…. not my tent….he says 
move along….. The emptiness, the trauma and 
reinforced trauma….the fear… the wind and 
rain….. Darkness……it’s cold…god please help 
me….

Today like every day I wasn’t accepted. I was 
rejected…. I am homeless

As we warned every day….today the weather 
dropped into dangerous numbers and today the 
streets took a life…it took my life …..the life of 
someone who once became homeless

Today I became a statistic….because I was 
homeless

Today I ask you comrades to raise your fists and 
continue this fight with us in solidarity with the 
11,000 adults and 700+ kids unhoused neighbors 
who call the streets of Sacramento home.

CHANT:
Me: Too much cold too much heat
You: No more death on the street
Me: What do we want?
You: Housing
Me: When do want it?
You: NOW MAY OUR UNHOUSED REST 
IN POWER AND MAY WE REMEMBER 
MOVEMENT MEANS MOVE. FORWARD 
TOGETHER NOT ONE STEP BACK.

THANK YOU.

No More Homeless Deaths
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by Kevin “Brother” Carter

I want to talk to you about a little habitation 
under the freeway in Sacramento that was 
wrecked by the police. As I go through the 
encampments of the unhoused, I see people 
put their lives back together. This is a slow 
struggle. They accumulate and recover the 
things that will protect them. They have 
no resources and no one to support them. I 
have seen what you might call ecological 
devastation towards truly unhoused people, 
destroying their environment. I see the 
policies that create a hell for their living 
standards – the police sweeps and the 
dismantlement of the safety nets they make to 
survive day to day. I see the criminalizing of 
everyday people. 

So in one of the places where I bring basic 
needs like water and food there was a young 
lady by the name of Miss Kitty. At this time, 
she and her boyfriend, who had been an 

architect, had put together a lavish space, 
with a living room, book shelves with 
books, a dresser area for their clothes and a 
bedroom area for them to sleep. They put in 
a furnace for warmth, very well designed and 
fire proof.  The house had a wooden frame, 
built from pallets and waste wood from 
construction sites. They collected tarps and 
plastic bags for insulation against the cold; 
they took a piece of plywood and created a 
sliding door to go in and out. So beautiful 
outside and inside. 

This house showed what people living deep 
poverty can do if they are given tools for 
their survival tool kits. They could do so 
much more if they had the right support from 
our city and civic leaders.  Instead, they are 
condemned as worthless, useless and lazy. 
But unhoused people are us and we are them. 
The only difference is economics, which 
creates different classes, denying resources to 
the poor and favoring the wealthy.  

by Joe Smith

On January 26th, 2021, six people woke up 
to spend their last few hours on Earth. They 
were unhoused living in Sacramento.
A storm packing 70 mph winds and torrential 
rain was coming, and it was literally on 
everyone’s radar as emergency shelters 
remained closed. 

It was business as usual until the storm hit.
The storm destroyed whole encampments. 
Tents ripped to shreds. People were walking 
around the River District near Loaves & 
Fishes in a daze, wondering what had just 
happened. They were soaked to the bone, 
shivering, and cold. 

As the Advocacy Director of Loaves & 
Fishes, I can say to you that I am appalled an 
emergency shelter did not open as a storm 
bore down on our community.

As a person who has experienced 
unsheltered, chronic homelessness for five 
years, I am not surprised. You see, people 
experiencing homelessness live in the 
margins of our community. They are only 
brought to the center of the page when 
something happens, when one acts badly, 
creates a mess or disruption, or when their 
lives end in a seemingly preventable set of 
circumstances.

The next day, January 28th, the Mayor called 
an emergency meeting of the city council. A 
warming center was opened that night at the 
library galleria at 9th & I Street. It has been 
open every night since, thanks to the hard 
work of volunteers, city staff, the Mayor, and 
District 4 Council Member Katie Valenzuela. 
Additional shelter has opened at the 
Southside Park pool house, and the City Hall 
parking garage has been open for overnight 
parking for anyone who sleeps in their 
vehicles. More shelters are being brought 
online in the next few weeks, and the city is 
working to sign contracts with local motels 
to house more of the city’s most vulnerable 
citizens.

All this activity is happening as Sacramento 
begins to work on a master plan to provide 
longer-term temporary housing solutions to 
its growing population of people who have 
nowhere to live. Projects that include tiny 
home villages, safe camping, parking sites, 
shared housing, and traditional shelters are 
under consideration. 

While there is a lot of promising activity 
happening to shelter and protect people now, 
there are many opportunities to be skeptical 
still. The local governments have made plans 
to provide shelter before. While some folks 
made it to permanent housing, many others 
are in the same position they have been in 
for years. Many more people have become 

homeless since.

What has been missing from all the other 
plans and ideas of the past?

The answer is that the participation and voice 
of people experiencing homelessness right 
now have never had a seat at the table. They 
have never had been a partner to the plans 
that were made on their behalf. They were 
never asked to help create solutions. 

If you are ready to be heard and be a 
part of building solutions that will work 
for everyone, housed and unhoused, 
then reach out to me anytime at 916-
446-9316. I will find a way to bring you 
into the conversations with the Mayor, 
the city council, the businesses, and the 
neighborhoods.

As for the six people who were lost the night 
of the horrible storm, a vigil was held in 
front of city hall.  It included a march to the 
county administration building. Over 100 
people came together to grieve that evening. 
Their lives must strengthen our resolve to do 
more and not to stop working until everyone 
has a place to be safe from the storms that 
may come.

Until everyone has a place of their own to 
call home.

Shocked and Appalled

A Place to Live
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 GET THE SHOT!

COVID-19 Facts
How vaccines work

Vaccines train our immune system to recognize corona virus spike protein, so that it can protect us when it 
sees this protein on the virus. None of the COVID-19 vaccines contain active virus.

Vaccine safety
They were developed under strict vaccine standards and tested in clinical trials.  Although COVID-19 is 
a new virus, scientists have been developing the mRNA technology behind the COVID-19 vaccines for 
decades. They cannot change  your DNA. The vaccines have been widely used.

Vaccine side effects
Symptoms after vaccination can sometimes cause a mild fever, headache, or  chills. This is normal and a 
sign that the vaccine is working and the body is  building immunity! Symptoms typically resolve within 24--48 
hours.

Vaccine effectiveness
The two dose Pfizer and Moderna vaccines and the single dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine all greatly 
reduce the risk of becoming severely ill with COVID-19. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines have been found 
94% effective in trials.

After vaccination safety
It is still not known if the vaccine only stops the symptoms or if it stops a vaccinated person from spreading 
the virus to others. So, continue to wear a mask in public and observe other safety protocols. The maximum 
effectiveness of the vaccine can take two or more weeks after the last dose.

Sacramento
Sacramento has opened up vaccinations for unhoused individuals who will mostly get the one dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Vaccines will be available from vaccination outreach projects, at clinics held at 

homeless services or other locations, or you can sometimes 
access through your primary care provider or clinic. Regional 
Transit will provide free rides with proof of appointment. 

For more information about COVID-19 vaccinations talk to your physician or go to 
www.cdc.gov/covid-19
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Homeward Underwriters:
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Arturo Baiocchi
Karen Banker

Geraldine Baskerville
Lincoln Bergman

Ron & Carola Blubaugh
Timothy Brown
Ellen Brotsky 

Robert L Caserio
James Cathcart    
Carol Downer

David Dratman, AAL
Jack Hirschman

Ron Javor
Jeannie Keltner

Rory Litwin 
Janine Mapurunga

Gregory Martin
Paul & Callie Masuhara 

Michael Meek
Robert Norse
Robert Ream

Salvador & Gloria Sandoval
Jeffery Schwarzchild
John & Janice Speth

Edith Taylor
Michael Weber

Earl Withycombe II

Organize Saramento
Uptown Studios Inc.

Safe Ground Sacramento
Mercy Pedalers

Los Rios College Federation 
of Teachers

A special thank you to SHOC’s 
funding partners:

Presbyterian Committee on the Self 
Development of People

and
CA Endowment/Her Health First

Ambassadors
In the center of any metropolis
Ubiquitous as the shops
These strangers in odd vests & hats ---
Assuming the roles of cops.

“Downtown revitalization”.
“Business improvement”.
“Special services”.
“Community improvement”.
Names tossed around to describe
What these strangers do, but they’re
Commonly known as “ambassadors”.

Sometimes with dustpans & brooms,
Sweeping sidewalks clear of trash.
Sometimes with cusswords & force, 
Sweeping sidewalks clear of gathering
Houseless, treated like trash.
Sometimes as janitors,
Keeping the concrete clean.
Sometimes as traitors
To the fellow broke,
Keeping the invisible poor quite invisible.

Forbidden to panhandle,
Play music,
Sing songs of a
Hard knock  life
On cold concrete,
Post flyers,
Sell homemade wares,
Crowd the sidewalk
With scuffed-up bags
And leashed dogs,
Dig through trash
Bins for discarded
Aluminum cash,
Sit or lie anywhere ---
Forbidden to be
Human in plain sight ---

“These downtown streets are made
Only for shopping.  Clean, safe for tourists.”
Ambassadors’ visitations
On houseless populations,
Conducted on the daily
With this mind set
The same mindset
That torn down a massive
Tent city in Fresno, Central Valley safe ground
Rendered unsafe  ---

In the center of any metropolis
Ubiquitous as the shops
These strangers in odd vests & hats ---
The harassment never stops.

Dee Allen    12-5-13    For Bruce Allison
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I want to help HOMEWARD continue in Sacramento. 
Enclosed find my donation of $20 for a one year subscription. Please mail my copies to:

Name: _________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State:_____________________________ Zip: _________________

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812

25.2
Office Use Only

Received

$20 for a one year
     subscription

$100 for one year as an 
Underwriter

clip & mail coupon

Homeward Street Journal has been 
publishing since 1997 as a non-profit 
project of the Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee, which is a 
member of the Sacramento Housing 
Alliance.  The paper’s mission is to 
alleviate miscommunication between 
communities by educating the public 
about housing and poverty issues, and 
by giving homeless people a voice in 
the public forum.  Homeward also in-
forms  homeless persons of shelter and 
occupational assistance,   and acts as a 
creative self-help opportunity for those 
individuals who wish to participate.

 The opinions expressed in Home-
ward  are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily the Sacramento 
Housing Alliance or SHOC or Home-
ward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or con-
tributions:  Articles, poems and other 
writing can be submitted at our office 
in Friendship Park, or mailed to the ad-
dress below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The edi-
tors will attempt to consult with an au-
thor if changes are necessary, however, 
the paper will go to print with the story 
as edited  if the author is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be edited, 
either the paper will publish the sub-
mission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as pos-
sible reprinting in INSP member pa-
pers, with due byline.  Any requests for 
stories outside the above three will be 
referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$20 contribution.  Make checks out to 
SHOC (Sacramento Homeless Orga-
nizing Committee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal in 
any way.         Participants with the 
paper are not allowed to solicit for 
donations for L&F, nor make any 
reference regarding the relationship 
between Loaves & Fishes and this 
newspaper whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
Homeward Street Journal
  PO Box 952
  Sacramento, CA 95812

   The paper may be reached at 
        (916) 442-2156
   The paper may also be E-mailed at
       homeward2@yahoo.com
   On the web at: 
      https://sacshoc.org/homeward

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Resources List

Sacramento
Homeless

Organizing
Commitee

https://sacshoc.org
(916) 442-2156

SHOC public 
meetings are 

cancelled until the 
Covid crisis is over.

 These resources are not complete. Call services first to be sure their information is current.

Sacramento Loaves & Fishes 1351 North 
C Street  –www.sacloaves.org – (916) 
446-0874–limited  services–

 Friendship Park is open to provide 
breakfasts, supply survival items, and 
lunch tickets. Open until 2:30pm on 
weekdays for specific usage but not for 
congregation.

 The Dining Room will remain open 
to distribute “to-go” or bag lunches 
for guests from 11:30am to 1:00pm 
weekdays, and 11:00am to 12:30pm on 
weekends

 Maryhouse, daytime hospitality shelter 
for women, will limit traffic inside, but 
continue services and dispense survival 
supplies.

 The Washhouse will minimize congestion 
inside, but remain open.

 Mustard Seed School will run a limited  
half-day program on campus from 8:15- 
11:30 am for unsheltered children living 
in cars or outside and the front office will 
stay open until noon for intakes.

 The Warehouse will remain open until 
noon to receive donations.

 Genesis Program - Free mental health 
counseling, resources, and referral 
services. They will meet guest outdoors 
or phone conferences. (916) 669-1536

 Mercy Clinic – health services and 
information clinic. 8am to noon, 
weekdays. (916) 874-2811

Food

River City Food Bank (916) 446-2627. 
Food Distribution Hours: Midtown, 
1800 28th Street – Tuesday-Thursday, 
10:30am to 1:30pm. Arden Arcade, 2300 
Edison Ave - Friday-Saturday, 10:30am 
to 1:30pm.

Sacramento Food Bank and Family 
Services: 3333 Third Avenue, (916) 456-
1980; 1951 Bell Avenue, (916) 925-3240. 
Visit website for list of services: www.
sacramentofoodbank.org

Food search by zip code: www.
sacramentofoodbank.org/find-food

Miscellaneous

Sacramento Safe Space for Unhomed 
Youth – Tuesdays, 9am to noon, at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at 1430 J 
Street. Temporary sanctuary for ages 
18-30. Breakfast, hygiene items and 
other supplies when available. For more 
information: www.engage.us.org

Pilgrimage Program – Rotating support 
from congregations in Midtown 
Sacramento. Overnights have been 
canceled. Clothing, Meals, and mobile 
showers one or two days a week at:

 Bayside Midtown (19th & W) (916) 706-
2337;

 First United Methodist (21st & J) (916) 
446-5025;

 St. John’s Lutheran (17th & L) (916) 444-
0874;

 Trinity Episcopal (25th & Capitol) (916) 
446-2513;

 First Church of Nazarene (28th & S) 
(916) 452-6171 @PilgrimageSac on 
facebook for the calendar.

Sacramento Self Help Housing offers 
housing counseling and housing lists. 
sacselfhelp.org - (916) 341-0593

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal Clinic 
provides free legal services to homeless 
people relating infractions and 
misdemeanors in Sacramento County. 
Also manages court-ordered community 
service sentences for homeless people 
to pay fines in lieu of incarceration. (916) 
446-0368

Legal Services of Northern California: 
Handles cases about Housing, public 
benefits, including CalWorks, CalFresh 
(food stamps), Medi-Cal, General 
Assistance (GA), Social Security, SSI, 
unemployment insurance benefits (UIB), 
and statedisability insurance (SDI). lsnc.
net – (916) 551-2150

Sacramento Tenants Union 
– Advocacysupport for tenants: 
sactenantsunion@gmail.com

Departmentof HumanAssistance(welfare) 
is closed but can be accessed online or 
by phone:

 Appointments – over the phone.
 Mail – use drop boxes outside office, 

or submit documents online through 
mybenefitscalwin.org, or mail them to: 
P.O. Box 487, Sacramento, CA 95812

 Apply for Benefits – apply online at www.
mybenefitscalwin.org

 General Assistance, call (916) 874-3100
 EBT – new or replacements, call (877) 

328-9677
 Harm Reduction Service: 2800 Stockton 

Blvd. Open from 4-6PM weekdays. Call 
for outreach schedule or supplies. (916) 
456-4849

City of Sacramento: For general 
information or questions about COVID-19 
in Sacramento, please call 211 or 1-800-
500- 4931 or 916-498-1000. You also 
can email info@211sacramento.org

City services: 311

Community Resources: 211

Sacramento Covered (916) 874-9670

Elica Health Centers (916) 454-2345

WellSpace Health (916) 737-5555

Sacramento County Health Center
(916) 874-9670

Sacramento County Department of 
Health Services: www.saccounty.
net/COVID-19

Sacramento Steps Forward: 
sacramentostepsforward.org/covid-19-
resourc


