
Volume 26, No. 1 Member INSP Street News Service Jan. & Feb., 2022

HOMEWARD
 A Voice for the Sacramento Area Homeless Community Since 1997

—Page 2—

Sac Policy
continued

—Page 3—

Sac  Policy
conclusion

 Pipeline 
Protest

Death Count

—Page 4—

Housing 
Narrative 

Lab

—Page 5—

Art Saves

Underwriters

—Page 6—

Surviving
Trafficking

—Page 7—

Housing
Tax Savings

—Page 8—

Resources

About 
Homeward

Street Journal

Cops with guns and dump trucks target 
homeless encampments again.

By Cathleen Williams

The City’s Attack on Unhoused People Living In Vehicles

A devastating attack on the homeless was carried out 
this December by the destruction of the only homes that 
many unhoused people have in Sacramento, California. 
Hundreds of people were impacted after the City “tagged” 
the vehicles where they were living on Commerce Circle, 
a secluded side street.  The City towed 18 cars and RV’s 
that stayed parked because their unhoused owners did 
not have the money to get them running, even as storms 
brought freezing rain to the region. Many more vehicles – 
3,000 total – have been identified by the City and targeted 
for towing.  

Sacramento’s “Services Not Sweeps” Coalition, a 
coalition of activist groups, the Sacramento Homeless 
Union, and the Sacramento Homeless Organizing 
Committee, Democratic Socialists of America, along with 
others, protested the City’s action at the City Council 
meeting on December 14.  

“Activists said the crackdown could not come at a 
worse time, with all shelters full on any given night, 
temperatures forecast to dip into the 30s this week, rain 
in the forecast Saturday and Sunday, and no warming 
centers yet open. Four homeless people in Sacramento 
County died of hypothermia last winter. 

“‘With temperatures dropping they are giving permission 
to remove the only shelter that families have,’ said Crystal 
Sanchez, president of the Sacramento Homeless Union. 
‘We are getting reports of children as young as 2 months 
old to seniors losing RVs. The streets of Sacramento are 
extremely dangerous not only due to the elements of 
weather but of physical harm.’”(Theresa Clift/Sacramento 
Bee)

According to Katie Valenzuela, the progressive 
councilwoman elected last year in a campaign that 
was responsive to the needs of the working and poor 
neighborhoods in the central city, “We should not be 
wasting resources on further traumatizing and harming 
people who have no place to go, particularly when those 
actions take away the only shelter that people have during 
the rainy and cold season which can be life threatening 
to people living outdoors,” Valenzuela said in the post 
quoted in the Sacramento Bee.

Sacramento Homeless Policy Returns to Pre-covid Normal 
As the Need for Housing Becomes Undeniable

Poster Courtesy WRAP (https://wraphome .org)

Continued Page 2
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Political Support for Unhoused People at 
the City Council Met by Resistance from 

Multi-Millionaires 

At its December 14 meeting after the widely 
publicized towing and displacement of the 
unhoused community at Commerce Circle, 
the Sacramento City Council considered 
Mayor Darrell Steinberg’s “Resolution on 
Protocols for Encampment Enforcement 
Actions” that would have banned the towing 
of vehicles where unhoused people are living 
unless alternative shelter was offered. 

In addition to the Mayor, two others 
voted for the Resolution – newly elected 
councilwomen Katie Valenzuela and May 
Vang, part of the wave of young, grass roots 
candidates who are winning elections across 
the country as voters and activists enter the 
political arena to fight for the very survival 
of poor and working constituents.  

The Resolution, even if it had passed, 
would have had little practical effect. It did 
not change existing laws or mandate new 
practices. Some have suggested it was a form 
of political theater. This is not surprising. 
Most council members -- with the exception 
of the two new council members who voted 
for the Resolution – have been dominated 
by the priorities of multi-millionaire 
property owners and their organizations, 
who contribute tens of thousands of dollars 
to local campaigns. Their opposition to rent 

control is only one sign of their alignment 
against the needs of poor and working 
residents. 

According to the podcast, VOICES: River 
City, “campaign contributions from explicitly 
anti-rent-control political action groups 
to Sacramento’s city council members 
and Mayor Darrell Steinberg for their 
2018 and 2020 campaigns near $54,000… 
Council members also received thousands 
in campaign donations from real estate 
developers and property managers...” Among 
the actions that have reflected the power of 
these forces are the following:

 • The council has refused robust rent 
control in the midst of the housing 
crisis. 

 • They have saddled the City with 
decades of debt (half a billion and 
counting) to build a downtown sports 
arena, following the model of other 
“entertainment cities” to bring up 
property values for the benefit of the 
few who own neighboring venues.

 • They have subsidized development 
that has impacted whole 
neighborhoods, accelerating 
gentrification and displacement.

 • They have resolutely refused 
to require developers to build 
low-income units as a condition 
of permitting luxury housing 
construction. 

 

• They made no plans to preserve 
“naturally” affordable housing before 
it was snapped up by investors.

 • They have made few attempts to site 
and secure the housing that is needed 
for the tens of thousands who are 
housing insecure or homeless, funding 
squalid, under-served encampments, 
and “emergency” shelters instead. 

 • They have sat back while thousands 
have been subjected to traumatizing 
police raids and sweeps.

 • Their pursuit of development in 
the City has failed to invest in the 
neighborhoods where most poor and 
working people live.    

Despite all this – and even though the 
Resolution would have been limited in its 
effect – the Resolution is an important sign 
that the housing crisis, and the resulting 
explosion of tent and vehicle encampments 
on every street and park, is changing the 
political narrative in favor of the unhoused. 
The imperative of housing has become 
undeniable. 

This is evident in the headline articles 
by the gifted local reporter Theresa Clift, 
exposing hardship and death in the unhoused 
community. It is evident in the growing 
organizational unity and mobilization among 
the different activist groups across the 
region. There is a groundswell of awareness 
and concern. 

At the same time, there is an upsurge of 
verbal attacks and vilification of unhoused 
people, a backlash, an attempt to push those 
in dire poverty outside the conversation and 
abandon them to police “management.” This 
was exemplified by the testimony of the 
“business community” at December’s city 
council meeting, all horrified at Resolution’s 
acknowledgment that it is a cruel and useless 
policy to displace and destroy vehicles where 
people are living when they have nowhere 
else to go.

Perhaps Mark Friedman’s comments were 
the most revealing. Mark Friedman was born 
to wealth – his family owns a mall and vast 
properties throughout the region – and he 
recently purchased the most expensive house 

Sacramento Homeless Policy Returns to Pre-covid Normal
Continued from Page 1
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ever sold in Sacramento. 

Mark Friedman has no problems. As 
he describes it, his life is “charmed.” 
His goal for Sacramento is to 
transform it into “the Silicon Valley 
[meaning tech hub] of agribusiness;” 
his investments have reshaped our city 
in his interests without regard for the 
need for low income housing, quality 
education, and other public services. 
As far as he is concerned, unhoused 
people are simply like rats, worthless 
undesirables who stand in the way of 
the full realization of the wealth and 
property his life exemplifies.  

Friedman started out his testimony 
by evoking fear of encampments as 
places populated by dangerous and 
demented criminals, listing drug 
abuse, theft, prostitution, violence and 
even murder – “We must not shrink 
from the reality we are dealing with,” 
he commented, we are “losing control 
of the city.”  He spoke for pure class 
war on the poor.  

There are couple of problems with 
his narrative, which is now being 
advanced with new fervor in the 
face of a rising public consensus that 
people need housing. 

First, it is unseemly – inappropriate, 
improper, disgusting – for a multi-
millionaire to attack those in dire 
poverty. 

Secondly, vilifying – demonizing, 
degrading – poor and powerless 
people is a despicable tactic, the same 
one that has been adopted by the most 
rabid, racist, and hateful forces in 
American politics today. For example, 
Ashli Babbit, the Q-anon adherent, in 
her media posts repeating right wing 
propaganda about immigration, said, 
“This immigration thing, I guess I’m 
taking it personally, because I am here 
and you see the effects, you see the 
crime, you see the drugs…you see 
the rapes, you see all the gangs.” (LA 
Times).

Thirdly, the narrative is false, 
demonstrably false, because it 
disregards and denies the economic 
deprivation now inflicted upon masses 
of people, subjecting them to hardship 
and homelessness on a scale not seen 
since the Great Depression. 

Is it really criminal behavior for 
individuals and shattered families 
to try and survive, having lost 
everything? 

Sacramento Homeless Policy
Continued from Page 2

The Sacramento Climate Coalition, 
Sacramento Sunrise Movement, NorCal Resist, 
Sacramento NODPL, Marge Grow Eppard, 
Miwok elder, Sacramento Poor People’s 
Campaign, Sacramento Homeless Organizing 
Committee, with others, all joined the national 
day of action this December on Line 3, at 
the Sacramento offices of the Army Corps of 
Engineers to demand environmental review of 
the Line 3 project in Minnesota, an analysis 
which has never been done on a pipeline which 
directly impacts indigenous peoples along its 
route. 

Protestors gathered on December 21, 2021, the longest night of the year, to remember 
the unhoused people who died in Sacramento - an official count of 145 (but it could be 
as high as 195 according to the Sacramento Bee) - and to protest the harsh conditions 

and homelessness that resulted in their deaths. Photos by Shauna Heckert
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The Housing Narrative Lab is a new 
communications and narrative research hub 
dedicated to sharing the stories of people facing 
housing insecurity and the systems that drive 
people into homelessness. 

By Marisol Bello

Stephanie Land needed a job so she could 
receive a subsidy to place her daughter in child 
care while she worked. The problem was, as a 
single mom, the only way she could secure a job 
first is if her daughter was in child care, and for 
that, she needed the subsidy. 

What’s more, without a job, she had no way to 
afford a place to live with her daughter.

Her story represents what’s wrong with 
American policies and how they negatively 
impact women who remain the vast majority of 
single parents in this country, some of whom 
have to choose in this pandemic between leaving 
young children at home alone or risking their 
jobs.

In Land’s New York Times bestselling memoir, 
MAID, author Stephanie Land offers an honest 
and powerful story of her life as a single mom 
crammed into a homeless shelter with her 
toddler, while working to make ends meet on $9 
an hour and public resources.

Her raw portrayal of the reality of living on the 
brink, earning so little cleaning houses that she 
often went hungry so she could have enough 
money to adequately feed her daughter, tapped 
into an experience rarely seen or heard. Land 
wrote in her memoir that she barely had enough 
to pay for gas to get her to work, let alone afford 
a monthly rent.

Land’s story inspired a Netflix series that 
highlights just as powerfully how the challenges 
so many Americans have to find - and keep - a 
home are not the result of personal failings. 
Instead they are the result of systemic failings 
that snatch any kind of safety net away from the 
people who need it most. 

We hear of the hoops - oh so many of them - 
that families like hers have to jump through to 
receive government resources that could lead to 
her finding stable housing.

That is systemic failure.

Even before the pandemic, America faced a 
crisis as safe and permanent housing remained 
out of reach for more and more families like 
Stephanie’s. The pandemic not only made it that 
much worse, but it also shone a burning spotlight 
on how important housing is as a basic need 
as millions of people lost jobs and faced being 
forced to live on the street.

Now, more than ever, America is ready for 
a national conversation about how we work 

together to ensure everyone has a place to call 
home.

The Housing Narrative Lab is here to join 
that conversation. The Lab is a national 
communications and narrative research hub 
that lifts up the stories of people facing housing 
insecurity and the systems that keep them from 
finding and keeping a home. We work with 
grassroots groups and advocates working to 
solve homelessness and serve as a resource 
for journalists who tell the stories of who is 
homeless and why.

Research conducted by the Lab shows Americans 
want their elected officials to address the housing 
crisis and solve homelessness. Our surveys show 
voters will cast ballots for or against candidates 
on the issue. Research done in the last year by 
the Housing Narrative Lab shows a majority of 
Americans believe ensuring everyone can afford 
a place to live should be a top priority for elected 
officials. Respondents rank it fourth among top 
priorities for lawmakers behind stopping the 
spread of COVID, creating good paying jobs and 
more access to doctors and medicine.  Almost six 
in 10 respondents said that without a job, people 
are likely to struggle to get and keep a roof over 
their head.

The research shows people want proven 
solutions, such as government investments in 
local programs and services that provide homes 
or rental assistance, so people have a roof over 
their heads. It’s clear from the research that it 
doesn’t matter the color of our skin, where we 
come from or how much money we have in our 
wallets,  Americans share a recognition that 
housing is a basic need.

We know we can solve homelessness. The 
solution is not rocket science: Provide more 
housing that people can afford to keep and 
maintain. That means increasing salaries so 
that people earn enough to afford rent, utilities 
and food to eat, while providing housing that 
doesn’t force them to choose between paying the 
rent and feeding their children - or themselves. 
We’ve seen efforts in cities, such as Houston, 
Texas, where dedicated funding goes to housing 
vouchers and establishing a cadre of housing 
units that are accessible to everyone. We’ve seen 
communities, such as Portland, pass local ballots 
that would tap funds to build and access more 
housing.

We can each play a role by joining together to 
push for policies that house every member of 
our community. But it starts with each of us 
seeing and empathizing with the members of our 
community who are unhoused, forced to couch 
surf, cram into shelters, sleep in their cars or 
huddle in tents on the streets. Because no matter 
what we look like or where we come from, most 
of us just want to provide for our families. And 
we want to be secure in the hope that hardship 
won’t mean homelessness.

Marisol Bello is the director for the Housing 
Narrative Lab, a new communications and 
narrative research hub dedicated to sharing the 
stories of people facing housing insecurity and 
the systems that drive people into homelessness.

Courtesy of INSP North America / International 
Network of Street Papers

The Housing Narrative Lab is Helping Tell the Story 
of Housing Insecurity and Homelessness in America

Image courtesy of  the Housing Narrative Lab
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By Laura Nussbaum

(Laura recently graduated from our 
Street-Based Journalism 12-week course, 
a collaboration between CalMatters, 
Homeward Street Journal and Street Sheet)

Art moves us; it lifts the spirit and calms the 
soul; it takes us out of the pits of despair and 
gives us a life without limitations.  

As I sit here, utilizing my typing skills 
learned long ago, I notice my stark white desk 
contrasting the dark, still-damp, muddied 
ground. A piece of furniture that would 
complement any home office gives me a 
comforting and much-appreciated sense of 
normalcy out here. So, I proceed.

Forward-thinking has brought us to new 
frontiers over recent centuries. Over the 
past 100 years alone, advances in medicine, 
science, and technology inspire awe. Yet, 
these steps forward, taken often by leaps and 
bounds, leave me questioning even more 
the lack of improvement and progression to 
change to that of the human condition as it 
relates to poverty and homelessness.  

I believe real change occurs when old ideas 
are challenged, and new concepts are not only 
discussed but utilized. Unfortunately, when 
it comes to solutions and efforts to “help the 
homeless,” we see Food Banks and clothing 
closets. However much appreciated, a blanket 
and hot meal does not change mankind. 

I offer a new concept to test in these stagnant 
waters. Give a man a cup, and he will drink 
for a day. Give him paper and a pen, and 
he will draw mountains and never-ending 
streams; he will believe, dream and achieve. 

So with art, anything is possible.  

Art inspires, opens minds and doors, 
transcends words, motivates, heals, calms, 
gives hope.  

Art, in all of its varying forms, can rebuild 
lives and reinvent futures.  

Art changes the world we share and helps 
bring unity to an otherwise conflict-ridden 
society.

Art saves lives. 

Art Can Save Lives

“The 
Scavengers” 

Painting by 
Christine 
Hanlon  

Courtesy of 
WRAP

(wraphome.org)
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By Joe Smith and Tonya

(Both writers are recent graduates of 
Street-Based Journalism 12-week course, 
a collaboration between CalMatters, 
Homeward Street Journal and Street Sheet)

Inside of California’s homelessness crisis, 
another crisis gets little attention: sex 
trafficking. In some cases, experiences of sex 
trafficking push people into homelessness. 
In other cases, being homeless makes them 
more vulnerable to sex trafficking. It can be 
a matter of life and death.
     
Tonya is a woman in her 50s who lives in 
a tent in Sacramento. She shared her story 
of sex trafficking in her teens to bring 
awareness to an issue that is too often 
ignored because its victims are often already 
part of overlooked communities. Here is her 
story in her own words, lightly edited and 
condensed for clarity.
                    
When Tonya was 15, a young guy pulled up 
alongside her while sitting at a bus stop in 
Sacramento. He asked if she wanted a ride.     

I can only remember bits and pieces of this 
- it’s been a long time. 

We went to a female’s apartment. I found out 
later down the road it was his “main girl.” 
We went to his place, and everything seemed 
ok. I remember at one point that I was trying 
to call my family, and he came in and said, 
“Who are you talking to?” I told him I was 
calling my family. He took my phone and 
beat the shit out of me and said I would 
never see them again. 

At this point, I had to make him believe that I 
was ok with all this so he would drop me off 
places and not have someone watching me. 

When a customer walked in (to the parlor), 
they had to say something to let the staff 
know you wanted a girl. First, you paid 
them, picked a girl, and then you had to 
pay the girl for whatever you did with them. 
Back then, I always had this mean look on 
my face. I didn’t have to have sex with any of 
them; they wanted me to either masturbate in 
front of them or watch while they played with 
themselves. Other times I had to steal money 

from the other girls so he (the pimp) would 
think I was working.

One of the other girls in the house decided 
to take off one day. The main guy finds out 
where she is, and he and his friend want her 
back. So I was told to come along. 

They said I was to get in the front seat while 
they got her in the car, and I was to drive 
straight back to the house - fast.

When we got to where she was, they jumped 
out and snatched her up. She was screaming 
from the back seat to crash the car, but he 
told me that I would get my ass beat if I did.

I don’t remember much, just that when we 
got back, she got beat.

After a while, they would let me go to the 
store by myself. I told the guy at that store 
that I would come in and ask him to call 
a cab one day. I had gotten to know him 
by then, and he agreed without asking any 
questions. When the day finally came, I was 
shaking. He called the cab; I got in and had 
him take me home. I didn’t say shit to anyone 
about what happened.

One day while I was at a payphone, his 
“main girl” saw me. She accused me of 
stealing from the other girls. I said, “how 
did you let him do what he did to me?”.

I ran back home…

When I went home after I left the place, I 
was scared for a long time. I would not leave 
my house for about three months. After that, 
I never went back to Broadway. I don’t know 
why I never told anyone. It took a long time 
for me to trust anybody that came around 
me.

I guess I didn’t want to be judged.

This experience lasted for about six 
months of Tonya’s life. While she doesn’t 
know  whether this experience caused her 
homelessness, she is sure of the lasting 
psychological effects it has had on her life. 
Every day she experiences anxiety and lives 
in a constant state of hyper-awareness of her 
surroundings. Trust is difficult. Sharing her 

story has brought back many painful feelings 
and memories, but she wants to share her 
story to raise awareness of the many perils of 
sex trafficking and the long-lasting effects on 
a person’s life.
     
Experiences like Tonya’s are all too common 
among people experiencing homelessness, 
according to advocates at Women Escaping 
a Violent Environment (WEAVE) and 
Community Against Sexual Harm (CASH), 
two Sacramento-based organizations 
that provide crisis intervention services, 
counseling, and advocacy for victims and 
survivors of sex trafficking.      

Advocates from WEAVE and CASH 
describe how women and men experiencing 
homelessness are lured in by the promise of 
housing or safety – something that life on 
the streets hasn’t given them. They remain 
captive because of fear, shame, and guilt 
for their actions, which they may      believe 
society will never understand. 

There exists a stereotype that “blonde girls 
are being stolen out of suburban malls,” says 
Beth Hassett, Chief Executive Officer & 
Executive Director of WEAVE. “This is just 
not what we are seeing.” 

More likely, sex trafficking victims come      
from the foster system, poor or underserved 
communities, or abusive homes. Romeo 
pimps (men who attract victims through 
deceit) or female perpetrators recruit their 
victims from these situations because often 
no one will come looking for them. Many 
are from black, brown, and indigenous 
communities. Their disappearance is 
explained away by law enforcement or 
society in general by saying that they just ran 
off or their absence is not even considered.

Homeless youth are vulnerable to sex 
and labor trafficking because they tend 
to experience a higher rate of the primary 
risk factors to trafficking - poverty, 
unemployment, a history of sexual abuse, 
and  mental health issues.

Sawan Vaden, a Program Administrator 
for CASH, describes homeless youth sex 

Surviving Trafficking

Continued Page 7
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By Muriel Strand 
 
The Housing First approach to reducing 
homelessness was designed to house those 
who were chronically homeless. It turned 
out this policy could save over $10,000 per 
homeless person per year by eliminating 
much of the costs of hospital emergency 
room visits, ambulance services, police costs 
for citations and sweeps, as well as costs for 
jail and court proceedings.
 
According to the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, there are basically two types 
of homelessness and two different strategies 
that offer the most cost-effective approach: 
 
1. Rapid re-housing provides short-term 
assistance for those who face a temporary 
crisis but can resume working for a 
livelihood once the hole in their boat is 
patched up. This may include finding 
housing, rental assistance, moving help, and 
case management. The time frame is typically 
on the order of several months. 
 

A variety of studies have shown that between 
75 percent and 91 percent of households 
remain housed a year after being rapidly re-
housed. 
 
2. The chronically homeless require a 
different approach. Permanent supportive 
housing is appropriate for those with chronic 
illnesses, disabilities, PTSD, etc. Those 
who have been homeless for a long time 
take longer to adjust. Experience has shown 
that the stability of permanent housing, 
ideally with wraparound services, allows the 
formerly homeless to redirect a substantial 
amount of their energy from merely trying 
to survive towards improving their lives 
by reducing stress and addiction while 
improving their diet and health. 
 
How much does Sacramento city and 
county spend on sweeping the homeless 
hither and yon, stealing their tents and 
other meager possessions including IDs and 
birth certificates, impounding and crushing 
their camper-vehicles, serving warrants 
and putting them in jail, and treating them 

in hospital emergency rooms? All this 
enforcement means lots of expensive staff 
time, including benefits and pensions, just to 
take from those who have the very least, or to 
offer legally required assistance that offers no 
permanent improvement. 
 
Homeless advocates estimate that thousands 
of Sacramento SRO (single-room occupancy) 
rooms have been destroyed in the past 
few decades. And shortly before the 2008 
mortgage meltdown, the city council 
stopped requiring developers to build 
affordable housing along with the profitable 
McMansions they prefer. Now we are reaping 
what they sowed, and they just keep trying to 
sweep the problem under the rug where the 
Metro Chamber wants them to hide it. But 
the rug is getting really lumpy. 
 
It is a mystery why the business community 
wants Sacramento city and county to keep 
wasting money on policies that everyone 
knows don’t work.

trafficking as “being moved from motel to 
motel - never being able to stay in a home.” 
Young homeless LGBTQ and Trans folks 
may find themselves on the street because 
of a lack of acceptance by their families and 
engage in sex for survival. 

WEAVE and CASH help folks who are 
ready. Both use peer support and outreach 
to community partners. CASH offers a 
drop-in center. WEAVE and CASH offer 
trained staff with various experiences and 
expertise to engage victims. Survivors can 
receive assistance with counseling, medical, 
psychiatric, and housing support. 

Both WEAVE and CASH work with law 
enforcement agencies to prosecute criminals. 
Prosecutors have stepped up efforts with law 
enforcement to go after the real criminals in 
sex trafficking: Pimps, panderers, massage 
parlors, and the customers. 

The real victims — the exploited — can 

increasingly get services and assistance 
through robust funding allocations made by 
the State of California to organizations like 
WEAVE and CASH. Instead of handcuffs 
and shame they are being recognized by 
prosecutors and legislators for the damage 
done to them physically, mentally, and 
emotionally. In California, Governor 
Newsom signed into law AB-262. The 
law clears a path for trafficked individuals 
to have their criminal record sealed and 
destroyed. This “clearing” of a person’s 
record can happen in months, allowing an 
individual to move on with their life without 
the burden of a criminal record.

WEAVE, CASH, and Tonya agree that there 
is more work to do. State and local laws 
must require more robust penalties for the 
offenders. Regional code enforcement offices 
and prosecutors need to shut down massage 
parlors that are a front for trafficking 
activities. LGBTQ and Transitional Age 
Youth service providers, non-profits, and 

community-based organizations need to 
continue working with organizations like 
WEAVE and CASH to outreach to the 
homeless population. Law makers need to 
develop more progressive policies and laws 
like AB262 to move people from the difficult 
experiences sex trafficking has caused to a 
place of greater stability.

If you or someone you know may be the 
victim of trafficking, reach out to WEAVE 
at 916-920-2952 or CASH 916-856-2900 
before doing anything and when it is safe to 
do so. 

Tips can be made to the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline 24/7 @ 1-888-373-7888 
or text 233733.

And, of course, if you are in immediate 
danger, please call 911.

Surviving Trafficking  continued from page 6

Housing First Saves Your Tax Money
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clip & mail coupon

Homeward Street Journal has been 
publishing since 1997 as a non-profit 
project of the Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee.

The paper’s mission is to lessen 
misunderstandings between 
communities by educating the public 
about housing and poverty issues, 
and by giving homeless people a 
voice in the public forum. Homeward 
also provides a financial self-help 
opportunity for those individuals 
who wish to participate by being a 
Homeward Distributor.

 The opinions expressed in Homeward  
are those of the authors, and not 
necessarily of SHOC or Homeward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or 
contributions:  Articles, poems and 
other writing can be submitted at our 
office in Friendship Park, or mailed to 
the address below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The 
editors will attempt to consult with 
an author if changes are necessary, 
however, the paper will go to print 
with the story as edited  if the author 
is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be 
edited, either the paper will publish the 
submission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as 
possible reprinting in INSP member 
papers, with due byline.  Any requests 
for stories outside the above three will 
be referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$20 contribution.  Make checks out 
to SHOC (Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal in any 
way.   Participants with the paper are 
not allowed to solicit for donations 
for L&F, nor make any reference 
regarding the relationship between 
Loaves & Fishes and this newspaper 
whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
          Homeward Street Journal
          PO Box 952
          Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be e-mailed at
 homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
https://sacshoc.org/homeward

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Resources List

Sacramento
Homeless

Organizing
Commitee

https://sacshoc.org
(916) 442-2156

SHOC office hours Mondays 
and Thursdays, 10:30AM-1PM 
@Friendship Park. SHOC open 
meetings are temporarily being 

held online on Tuesdays at 
10am. Email shoc_1@yahoo.

com for Zoom link.

Sacramento Loaves & Fishes.
1351 North C Street - www.

sacloaves.org – (916)446-0874
On Campus Programs:
Friendship Park – Day center for 

homeless adults. Mon-Fri, 7AM-
2:45PM

Welcoming Center – Donation 
drop-off and admin. Mon-Fri, 
7AM-3PM

Dining Room – Lunch served. 
Get tickets and eat lunch in 
Friendship Park.

Maryhouse – Women & family 
services. Mon-Fri, 7AM-2PM. 
(916)446-4961

Mustard Seed School – For 
children ages 3-15. (916)-447-
3626

Men’s Wash House – showers 
and laundry for men. Mon-Fri, 
7-11AM, 11:30AM-1:30PM

Anneke’s Haven – Kennel for 
spayed & neutered animals. 
Mon-Fri, 7AM-2PM, Sat-Sun 
8:30AM-1:30PM

Guest Advocate office. Mon-Fri, 
8-11AM

Library – Reading room, 
computers & glasses. Mon-Fri, 
7:30-11AM, 11:30AM-1:30PM

Jail Visitation – For individuals in 
custody or recently released. 
Mon-Thurs, 8AM-12PM. 
(916)447-9472

Genesis – Mental health 
counseling. Mon-Fri, 7:30AM-
12PM, 1PM-2:45PM, (916)669-
1536

Mercy Clinic – TB tests and 
General medical assistance. 
8-11:30AM

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal 
Clinic. Mon-Thurs, 8AM-12PM. 
(916)446-0368

Miscellaneous on campus 
services: Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee, El 
Hogar Mental Health, DHA, 
RT, Mercer Clinic for veterinary 
services, Harm Reduction 
Services.

River City Food Bank 
(916) 446-2627. Food Distribution 

Hours: Midtown, 1800 28th 
Street – Tuesday-Thursday, 

10:30am to 1:30pm. Arden 
Arcade, 2300 Edison Ave 
- Friday-Saturday, 10:30am to 
1:30pm.

Sacramento Food Bank and 
Family Services: 

3333 Third Avenue, (916) 
456-1980; 1951 Bell Avenue, 
(916) 925-3240. Visit website 
for list of services: www.
sacramentofoodbank.org

Food search by zip code: www.
sacramentofoodbank.org/find-
food

Sacramento Safe Space for 
Unhomed Youth – 

Tuesdays, 9am to noon, at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
at 1430 J Street. Temporary 
sanctuary for ages 18-30. 
Breakfast, hygiene items and 
other supplies when available. 
For more information: www.
engage.us.org

Pilgrimage Program – 
Rotating support from 

congregations in Midtown 
Sacramento. Overnights 
temporarily canceled. Clothing, 
Meals, and mobile showers one 
or two days a week at:

Bayside Midtown (19th & W) (916) 
706-2337;

First United Methodist (21st & J) 
(916) 446-5025;

St. John’s Lutheran (17th & L) 
(916) 444-0874;

Trinity Episcopal (25th & Capitol) 
(916) 446-2513;

First Church of Nazarene (28th & 
S) (916) 452-6171

See @PilgrimageSac on 
Facebook for the calendar. or 
call in advance for place and 
times

Midtown HART Respite Centers 
Tuesdays: St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, 1701 L Street, 9:30AM-
12:30PM.

 Fridays: Trinity Cathedral, 2620 
Capitol Ave, 

9:30AM-12:30PM

Sacramento Self Help Housing 
offers housing counseling and 

lists, and shared and supportive 
housing. sacselfhelp.org - 

             (916) 341-0593

Tommy Clinkenbeard 
Legal Clinic 

provides free legal services to 
homeless people relating 
infractions and misdemeanors 
in Sacramento County. Also 
manages court-ordered 
community service sentences. 
(916) 446-0368

Legal Services of 
Northern California:

 Helps with cases about Housing, 
public benefits, including 
CalWorks, CalFresh (food 
stamps), Medi-Cal, General 
Assistance (GA), Social 
Security, SSI, unemployment 
insurance benefits (UIB), and 
state disability insurance (SDI). 
lsnc.net – (916) 551-2150

Sacramento Tenants Union 
– Advocacy support for tenants: 
sactenantsunion@gmail.com

Department of Human 
Assistance(welfare) 

Mail – use drop boxes 
outside office, or submit 
documents online through 
mybenefitscalwin.org, or 
mail them to: P.O. Box 487, 
Sacramento, CA 95812

Apply for Benefits – apply online at 
www.mybenefitscalwin.org

General Assistance, call         
(916) 874-3100

EBT – new or replacements, call 
(877) 328-9677

Harm Reduction Service: 
2800 Stockton Blvd. Open from 

4-6PM weekdays. Call for 
outreach schedule or supplies. 
(916) 456-4849

City of Sacramento: 
For general information or 
questions about Sacramento 
City’s, shelters, safe camping 
and safe parking facilities, and 
COVID-19 in Sacramento, please 
call 211 or 1-800-500-4931 or 
916-498-1000. You also can 
email info@211sacramento.org

City services: 
311

Community Resources:
 211

Sacramento Covered 
(916) 874-9670

Elica Health Centers 
(916) 454-2345

WellSpace Health 
(916) 737-5555

Sacramento County Health 
Center

(916) 874-9670

Sacramento County 
Department of Health 

Services: 
www.saccounty.net/COVID-19

I want to help HOMEWARD continue in Sacramento. 
Enclosed find my donation of:

Please mail my copies to:
Name: ________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ___________________________________________
City: __________________________________________________
State:____________________________ Zip: _________________

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812
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