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By Manuela Tobias
   Courtesy of CalMatters

As she headed to her car after two hours 
of counting and surveying Sacramento’s 
homeless population, the state’s top 
housing official acknowledged there is a 
long road ahead.

“We’re building the system, building 
the capacity, building the data, and 
communities are rising to the occasion. I 
know people are really frustrated because 
they feel like they don’t see that change,” 
said Lourdes Castro Ramírez, secretary 
of the Business, Consumer Services and 
Housing Agency. “But I don’t think you 
can see change that is going to be long-
lasting overnight.”

As she spoke, just a few blocks away, a 

California Counted Its Homeless Population, but Can It Track the Money?
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Volunteers walk near a homeless camp in Sacramento during the city’s point-in-
time count of the unhoused population on Feb. 24, 2022.

 Photo by Miguel Gutierrez Jr., CalMatters

By Tony Inglis

The International Network of Street 
Papers has been reaching out to 
contacts at former member street 
papers in Ukraine to piece together 
a picture of what the situation has 
been like for marginalised people 
and ordinary Ukrainian citizens since 
Russia begun a full scale invasion 
of the country. Historically, there 
have been five street papers active 
at one point or another, although 
the information INSP has received 
indicates that none of them are 
currently publishing and most of 
them haven’t been for some time.

However, this week INSP tracked 
down aid workers at the organisation 

Narodna Dopomoha, based in the 
western Ukrainian city Chernivtsi, 
near the border with Romania, which 
has been working with internally 
displaced people in Ukraine since 
the initial conflict in the country’s 
eastern Donbas region was instigated 
by Russian military forces in 
2014. The organisation’s work has 
increased dramatically in the last 
week after Russia escalated the 
conflict. Narodna Dopomoha was 
previously linked to a street paper 
publishing in the capital city of Kyiv 
under the title Gazeta Kiev, but it has 
been out of print for several years. 

One of the organisation’s project 
leaders, Anastasiya Beridze spoke to 
INSP about the work they are doing 

at this uncertain and tragic time for 
the people of Ukraine.

INSP: How is your organisation 
working at the moment?

Anastasiya Beridze: We are 
continuing our work as an NGO. 
Previously we worked with people 
experiencing homelessness, but 
in the years since the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine [Russian forces 
have instigated conflict in the 
country’s Donbas region since 2014] 
we started to work with internally 
displaced people and realised a lot of 
projects with these groups. And now 

INSP Interview with "Narodna Dopomoha"
 an aid organisation working with those being internally displaced by the war in Ukraine

Continued on Page 7
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homeless encampment was going up in flames. 

No one was injured, unlike a fire earlier the 
same day at a San Francisco encampment that 
killed a woman and that Gov. Gavin Newsom 
called “unconscionable.” But dozens of people 
— who had been camping beneath the on-ramp 
to Highway 50 on one of the coldest nights of the 
year — watched as firefighters sprayed hundreds 
of gallons of water at the inferno they had once 
called home.

“I don’t know what’s going to happen,” said 
John Vasquez, who said he had been living there 
for nearly two years. “We don’t have anything. 
Everything got burned. Clothes, tents, IDs.”

The 911 call came from another volunteer for 
Sacramento’s point-in-time count, a Census-like 
tally of people experiencing homelessness that 
took place across California last week. As those 
numbers trickle in over the summer, experts 
believe the data will help illustrate the reality 
Californians can no longer ignore: Homelessness 
has reached a tipping point.

California last tallied its homeless population 
in January 2020, and found at least 161,000 
people without a roof over their heads on any 
given night, with the biggest concentration in 
Los Angeles. Most were single adults, about 
a third were chronically homeless and Black 
Californians were over-represented in the count 
nearly five-fold.

The world has changed a lot during the deadliest 
pandemic in a century.

The state poured billions of dollars into 
alleviating homelessness, creating thousands 
of new shelter beds and housing units. But the 
housing affordability crisis — to which most 
experts attribute homelessness — only worsened 
as millions lost their jobs and rents skyrocketed. 
Shelters also reduced bed capacity and federal 
officials urged local law enforcement not to 
disband camps like the one in Sacramento to 
guard against the coronavirus, making tent cities 
more visible than ever.

That’s why most researchers aren’t wondering 
whether the new homeless numbers will show an 
increase. The only question is, by how much.

The result of California’s tally is very likely 
to be an undercount, in part because the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
which orders the count, excludes people who are 
couch-surfing or staying in cheap motels in their 
definition of homelessness. Researchers say that 
means families with children who are teetering 
on the edge are most likely to be overlooked.

It also relies largely on volunteers to count what 
they think they see, and on local agencies to 
calculate the population of the areas they don’t 
cover, estimations later verified by HUD.
“I’m counting one, two, three, four, five, 

six down there, seven, maybe eight tents on 
this side,” said Jason Pu, HUD’s regional 
administrator in charge of California, Arizona, 
Hawaii and Nevada, pointing across the dimly 
lit street at a string of tents and tarps beside 
Highway 50. “What do you think?”

Cities with a dropoff in volunteers because of 
the ongoing pandemic may report a drop in the 
homeless population, even if it actually grew, 
said Chris Weare, a UC Berkeley lecturer who 
researches homelessness. Weare believes some 
jurisdictions keep their count artificially low for 
political optics, even though a city’s share of 
state and federal homeless dollars is based on 
these numbers.

“Think of the headlines,” he said.

Is all the money making a difference?

For all its flaws, the count is still an invitation for 
policymakers to interact with the people affected 
by their decisions, Castro Ramírez said at a small 
kickoff event at CSU Sacramento.

“Very few people come over here and talk to us,” 
said Jessica Hud, who’s been homeless for five 
years, and had been staying in the encampment 
on X and 10th Street for about seven months.

But like their housed neighbors — who in 
recent polls have expressed despair over the 
government’s handling of homelessness — many 
also say the situation is at its worst.

“I’ve lived in Sacramento all my life and I’ve 
never seen it like this,” said Rocknie Simon, 
Hud’s partner, who has been homeless for about 
10 years.

Why isn’t the state’s generous spending more 
visible on the state’s streets? 

Officials and advocates chalk it up to decades 
of disinvestment. In 2012, for example, the 
state began unwinding its redevelopment 
agencies, which were in charge of revitalizing 
“blighted” areas across the state. With the end of 
redevelopment came the end of the single largest 
source of non-federal money for affordable 
housing in the state, and California lawmakers 
didn’t begin to plug that hole until around 2019.

“We’re trying to correct decades of 
disinvestment, lack of prioritization, 
gentrification gone wild…. We don’t fix a 
problem that’s been brewing since Vietnam and 
exacerbated over the last two decades by tech 
and other things in five years,” said Jennifer 
Loving, chief executive officer of Destination: 
Home, a homelessness nonprofit in San Jose. 
For every two people who are housed in her 
community, another three become homeless.

But if tracking data on how many people are 
homeless is difficult, tracking the payoff from 
billions of dollars the state is now spending to 
help them is even more challenging.

“I know (the governor) is frustrated, I know the 
Legislature is frustrated, the public is frustrated,” 
Assembly Budget Chairperson Phil Ting, a 
San Francisco Democrat, said during a recent 
hearing. “We have appropriated billions and 
billions of dollars to this issue. And it’s not clear 
where we’ve made progress.”

The reason for the limited available data is, in 
part, because local entities serving people on the 

California Counted Its Homeless Population         continued from page one
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Sacramento firefighters respond to a fire at a homeless encampment under Highway 80 near 
14th Street and X Street on Feb. 24, 2022. Photo by Miguel Gutierrez Jr., CalMatters
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By Cathleen Williams 

The term “banishment” was coined by 
Pete White of the LA Community Action 
Network (LACAN) to describe how 
unhoused people are forcibly relocated 
even though they have no place to go.   

There used to be talk of housing 
the homeless in government circles 
– like the “Housing First” model that 
promised actual housing as the solution 
to the crisis. In actual fact, California 
needs over a million new housing 
units by 2030 to meet the needs of 
low-income people, according to the 
California Housing Partnership.  

Today there are disturbing signs at 
every level of government that the goal 
of actually housing people who can’t 
afford rent has been abandoned, given 
the scope of the unmet need. This is 
happening in a political environment 
where our elected representatives, 
for the most part, congratulate each 
other on their token efforts. Looking 
at this year’s 2 billion spending plan 
for homeless issues in the state budget, 
Christopher Martin, policy director 
for Housing California, pointed out, 
“There’s not a dime [in the 2022 
budget] that is going towards rental 
assistance or permanent housing.”

Beyond the basic fact that half the 
spending on homelessness has been 
committed to law enforcement for 
years, current proposals and plans in the 
city of Sacramento exemplify the new, 
more intensive focus on management 
and control of unhoused people -- rather 
than funding actual housing. 

Daniel Conway, an advisor to a 
coalition of business and real estate 
interests in LA, the “LA Alliance for 
Human Rights,” has filed paperwork 
to start collecting signatures for a 
ballot measure, the “Emergency 
Temporary Shelter and Enforcement 
Act of 2022.” If passed, the initiative 
would mandate immediate removal 
of thousands of people from their 
informal encampments into newly 
constructed “emergency shelter space 
and/or emergency camping space.” The 
measure is designed to be an end-run 
around the 2018 federal case, Martin 
v. Boise, that blocked the arrest of 
people for the crime of living outside. 
The court reasoned that punishment of 
unhoused people who had nowhere to 
go violated the U.S. Constitution’s ban 
on “cruel and unusual” punishment.  

According to Joe Smith, local activist 
and advocate, the proposed initiative 

would require “a big round-up” of 
thousands of unhoused people. The 
City Manager would have 60 days to 
set up facilities for 75% of homeless 
population – currently as many as 7500 
people – then 120 days to get people 
into shelters and camps through “daily 
outreach” to “relocate” them from 
existing “illegal” encampments, prior to 
“enforcement” of the law. The measure 
would require massive surveillance of 
open spaces around Sacramento by law 
enforcement, not only to enforce the 
initial thrust but also to prevent new 
camps from springing up.  Vast city-
funded shanty towns would have to be 
built to contain those who have been 
forcibly relocated. “What’s it going to 
look like?” Joe Smith asked during our 
conversation. “Haiti?” 

In August of 2021, the city 
of Sacramento authorized a 
“Comprehensive Plan,” which is, 
according to the Mayor, similar to the 
proposed initiative, in that it authorizes 
20 new sites for homeless shelters, 
camping areas, and tiny homes, 
intended serve a total of 2,209 people 
at any given time as a temporary step 
toward permanent housing. As of this 
year, the city has not yet opened most 
of the new sites, and the numbers of 
people actually housed as a result of 
the Plan has been miniscule, given 

the millions spent. For example, the 
City’s motel stay program served about 
1,000 people – but only 59 moved into 
permanent housing after leaving.  

As real housing recedes as an official 
priority, even the programs for 
sheltering the unhoused are being 
defunded. Sacramento’s city manager, 
for example, recently warned that all 
the city’s homeless programs were in 
danger of closing down this summer 
because of lack of funding. 

This instability in funding is typical 
of various relief measures that focus 
on temporary housing. The last three 
motels set aside for “emergency” 
housing, which were funded by FEMA 
(Federal Emergency Management 
System) through the County to respond 
to COVID, will close in March 
and April, 2022, even though the 
pandemic still rages through unhoused 
communities. The County has refused 
to continue funding these rooms, even 
though they were reserved for the most 
vulnerable unhoused people – the old 
and sick. No proposal or concrete plan 
for housing the evicted tenants has 
surfaced.  

In this environment of police 
management and control, sweeps 
and clean-ups of encampments have 

become a daily, savage reality, with 
six sweeps in the week following 
February’s homeless count. In January, 
the city began an assault on cars and 
RV’s parked on the streets, tagging 
hundreds for removal, and stripping the 
occupants of the last stable shelter they 
possess. 

At the state level, Newsom’s budget for 
2022 set aside over a billion dollars for 
encampment “clean-ups” – primarily to 
uproot unhoused residents – in a new 
program called “Clean California.” 
The effort is ramping up – Caltrans, the 
state highway agency, conducted just 19 
sweeps clearing homeless encampments 
in 2020. By October of 2021, Caltrans 
had destroyed 347 encampments; in 
2022, the agency will spend almost $36 
million on “clean-ups.” (CalMatters, 
“Will California’s plan for clearing 
homeless camps work?” 12/15/21.) 
Caltrans typically offers nothing in 
the way of housing or even shelter to 
displaced residents.

The policy and practice of forcing the 
relocation of unhoused people to official 
camps or shelters, and of destroying 
informal encampments, has, of course, 
been the main official response to 
homelessness for the last 20 years or 
more, and it is logical that these tactics 
would intensify as the number of 
people living outside multiplies. Data 
collection from the unhoused population 
has also increased.

In the past year, Sacramento homeless 
agencies discovered that seventy percent 
of the people accessing services and 
housing had never been logged into the 
federally funded Homeless Management 
Information System (HMIS). The city 
moved to set up additional data tool to 
manage the homeless population, called 
the “Coordinated Access System,” 
(also known as the “Coordinated Entry 
System”) which was recently described 
as “transformative” in a rhapsodic 
report to the Sacramento City Council. 

According to the UN Reporteur on 
Extreme Poverty and Civil Rights, 
Philip Austin, HMIS collects “extremely 
personal information like social 
security numbers, race and ethnicity, 
prior residency, what services a person 
has used, health status (including 
disabilities, pregnancy status, HIV 
status, mental health), education, 
employment, and whether they have 
experienced domestic violence. Anyone 
using the services is placed into the 

Banishing the Unhoused

Continued on Page 5



ground hadn’t always been required 
to report outcomes to the state, and 
no state body provided effective 
oversight of the myriad agencies 
that address homelessness, the 
State Auditor found. A slew of laws 
passed last year are supposed to 
change that.

This summer, using $5.6 million, 
the newly created Interagency 
Council on Homelessness is set 
to release a report detailing the 
outcomes of state spending between 
2018 and 2021, to be followed by 
a final report in December. Newly 
appropriated dollars are tied to more 
stringent planning and reporting 
requirements: Cities and counties 
will set goals for the $2 billion they 
will receive over two years from the 
state to address homelessness, and 
about a fifth of that money will be 
set aside as bonus funds for those 
who meet their goals. 

Newly available metrics collected 
by local officials still reveal some 
information about how they are 
serving the homeless population. 
Over the course of 2020, for 
example, the state reported that local 
agencies served more than 246,000 
people, and nearly 40% of them 
moved into some form of housing. 
(That number is higher than the one-
night snapshot because someone 
may have been homeless at the start 
of the year, but housed by the end.) 
What the data doesn’t reveal is 
where people went, which types of 
programs worked better than others, 
or which service providers excelled 
and which ones fell behind.

“We’re in this state that’s driving 
the data revolution and it’s just not 
showing up in the homelessness 
field,” said Weare, from UC 
Berkeley.

Last summer, with a historic budget 
windfall, state lawmakers allocated 
$12 billion for homeleness, most 
of which hasn’t hit the streets. This 
year, they have an even bigger 
surplus, but the dearth of data 
is making it difficult to evaluate 
the additional spending Newsom 
proposed: $1.5 billion for temporary 
bridge housing and $500 million to 
deal with encampments, building on 
the $50 million in grants Newsom 
announced last week to shelter or 
rehouse 1,400 people now in camps.

“We’re stuck,” said Wendy Carrillo, 
a Democratic Assemblymember 

from Los Angeles who leads 
the state Assembly’s budget 
subcommittee that deals with 
homelessness. “We’re releasing this 
funding to be able to help address 
the issue, but in return, the data is 
not coming back fast enough for 
the Legislature to be able to make 
an informed decision as to, are 
we going to put more dollars into 
something, and does it work?”

Republican lawmakers have called 
for a special session to address 
homelessness parallel to the ongoing 
legislative session — an idea they 
say hasn’t gotten any traction in 
the supermajority Democratic 
legislature.

“When you have a special session, 
you can put your entire focus on 
that. So we’re hoping that the 
governor will take up a special 
look at that perhaps that comes on 
the heels of the homeless count,” 
said state Sen. Patricia Bates, a 
Republican from Laguna Hills.

On the ground in Sacramento

“Counting people is different 
from helping people get off the 
streets,” Sacramento Mayor Darrell 
Steinberg said at the Feb. 23 kickoff 
event, before about 600 volunteers 
fanned out. The last point-in-
time survey found at least 5,500 
homeless people in the county in 
2019, a number he expects will only 
increase this year.

“Here in the city and county of 
Sacramento, we are committed to 
making housing and shelter a human 
and a legal right, and mental health 
care and treatment as a human and 
legal right,” he continued. “That has 
to be our commitment coming out 
of this point-in-time count.”

Steinberg was referring to an 
ordinance he introduced last 
November that would require the 
city to create enough housing units 
or temporary shelter spaces for 
everyone who needs them by 2023. 
If a person living on the street 
turned down two available housing 
or shelter options, they would be 
compelled to come inside. But if 
those spots weren’t made available, 
the person could sue the city.

The proposal, which met fierce 
opposition from some advocates 
for favoring shelter over housing, 
is now undergoing a legal review. 

Local voters may be asked to 
consider two similar ballot 
initiatives in November. Their aim: 
to clear the growing number of 
encampments sprouting across the 
city, which are not only upsetting 
housed residents and businesses, but 
threatening the safety of the people 
living there. The city would have 
to dramatically increase options for 
people to go indoors, which it has 
thus far failed to do.

Sacramento fire spokesperson 
Keith Wade told CalMatters the 
department responds to fires in 
homeless encampments on a daily 
basis. Fires with the potential to 
damage critical infrastructure 
— like the one under the Highway 
50 on-ramp — are more rare, he 
said. CalTrans had to shut down the 
on-ramp “for a while” to ensure it 

could hold up oncoming traffic. The 
fire remains under investigation, but 
Wade said it was likely arson.

“It’s not uncommon for one person 
experiencing homelessness who has 
a disagreement or some sort of issue 
with another to burn that person’s 
personal items because that’s the 
one thing that person has left in this 
world,” he said.

Vasquez, who was displaced from 
the camp, doesn’t know what comes 
next. He said he had been living 
in an apartment before becoming 
homeless, but could no longer afford 
rent after his roommates moved out.

“What can we do?” he asked. “Start 
all over again, with nothing. We had 
nothing, and we start with nothing.”
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California Counted Its Homeless Population               continued from page two

Decarcerate Sacramento Demonstration

“You risk your life when you go to jail in Sacramento.” On Monday, 
February 28, local organizations and individuals led by Decarcerate 

Sacramento demonstrated in front of the Sacramento city jail, 
opposing Sheriff  Scott Jones’ run for Congress and bringing together 

mothers of those recently killed inside the jail.  According to Jael 
Barnes of Decarcerate Sacramento, probation violations caused by 

homelessness result in jail time for many homeless folks.
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Underwriters:database, no matter the length of time one 

was in a program, and the information is kept 
for years.” (Stop LAPD Spying Coalition, 
Automating Banishment Report.)

As Philip Austin reported in 2017, “many 
homeless individuals feel deeply ambivalent 
about the millions of dollars that are being 
spent on new technology to funnel them to 
housing that does not exist…Computers and 
technology cannot solve homelessness.” 

Massive data collection enhances police 
control and management of unhoused 
populations. This is apparent from the 
contents of the survey, which asks “homeless 
individuals to give up the most intimate 
details of their lives…including whether they 
engage in sex work, whether they have ever 
stolen medications, how often they have been 
in touch with the police and whether they 
have ‘planned activities each day other than 
just surviving that bring [them] happiness 
and fulfillment.’ Many [unhoused people] 
feel they are giving up their human right to 
privacy in return for their human right to 
housing.”   (UN Report 2017)

The other very real concern is that “…the 
risk of these databases being accessed by 
local law enforcement and DHS including 
ICE,” which is very high. In 2017, LAPD 
told the UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme 
Poverty and Human Rights that CES was ‘a 
gold mine’ of information that was ‘only one 
policy decision away’ from police mining.”  
(Automating Banishment Report.)

While the overall picture is bleak, the 
movement for housing as human right is 
growing more organized, more aware, and 
more vocal, as it exposes and opposes the 
dangerous trend toward forced removal 
of unhoused people to official camps. The 
situation has become so extreme – so raw 
and brutal – that the right to housing has 
been thrust forward not only as the humane 
solution, but also as the practical solution. 
Police destruction of encampments brings 
trauma and incalculable harm to residents 
– that’s the cruelty of it – but it is also futile 
and a waste of public resources.  

Josh Barocas, at the University of Colorado, 
who is quoted in the CalMatters article, put 
into words what is obvious about the “clean-
ups” and massive sweeps being launched at 
the state and local level: “It’s what I would 
call social theater,” he said. “It’s showing 
your neighborhood that you are trying to do 
something by literally sweeping the problem 
away.... The only way to actually fix this 
problem is to get at the social and structural 
issues that are perpetuating poverty, 
perpetuating homelessness in the city.”

Banishing 
continued from page 3

Unhoused Students Invited 
To Empowerment Faire at 

Sacramento State
At Sacramento State, thousands of students 
are living in their vehicles, in parking lots and 
other secluded places, or staying on couches and 
doubling up, because they do not have and cannot 
afford housing. Surveys in 2018 by the Chancellor 
estimated 12% of students – 4200 -- have 
experienced homelessness. 
  
The Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee 
will be coordinating and assisting the Sacramento 
State CARES office (Crisis Assistance and 
Resource Education Support) to present 
resources for unhoused students at the upcoming 
Empowerment Faire on April 4, 2022 at 12:45 pm. 
Many community organizations, including SHOC 
and the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call 
for Moral Revival, will be tabling at the Faire to 
address issues that matter to students, to motivate 
them to give back to their communities, and to 
offer them the opportunity to apply their academic 
knowledge to social justice. The Center for 
Race, Immigration, and Social Justice (CRISJ) at 
Sacramento State is sponsoring the event. 
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By Muriel Strand 

If this is a free country, why is everything so 
expensive?

Market failure, according to investopedia.
com, is “an inefficient distribution of goods and 
services in the free market. In market failure, the 
individual incentives for rational behavior (i.e., 
profit) do not lead to rational outcomes for the 
group.” Now it’s obvious that the current US 
distribution of goods and services is extremely 
inefficient, since some people have thousands or 
millions of times more money than they need, 
while others have hundreds or thousands of times 
less than needed. Conversely, some people have 
little leisure, while others have way too much.

When an individual’s allegedly rational behavior 
leads to irrational, inefficient outcomes for the 
group, it’s called selfishness. Greed. It implies 
that such individuals may not feel they are part 
of the group they are trading with. No market 
can exist without a community and market 
governance will reflect a community’s culture 
and values, including behavior that’s seen as 
acceptable or not acceptable.

In the case of affordable housing, there’s plenty 
of evidence that developers and builders put 
profit before the health of a community. There’s 
less evidence about what community/s they feel 
they belong to. Another likely source of market 
failure is the idea that government should be run 
like a business. It’s very peculiar that the people 
who often suggest running government like a 
business are from the same corporations who 
keep gifting us with—oops!—recessions that 
take more from those who have less, then mark it 
down and sell it to those who already have plenty.

Money looks like a zero-sum proposition, 
because in ordinary everyday markets, every 
penny must be accounted for and income must 
exceed expenses or you are toast. However, 
at the 30,000-foot, multinational corporation 
level, money is not a zero-sum system. In 
2008 billions of dollars simply vanished into 
another and surreal dimension as if they had 
never existed. Those vanished dollars were not 
actual greenbacks, but rather just numbers on an 
accounting statement. And there were no toasted 
CEOs or investment bankers.

Basic microeconomic theory holds that real 
prices aren’t numbers, but rather our collective 
qualitative estimates of utility and value, which 
magically lead to quantitative market monetary 
prices. So real economic usefulness and value 
reside in the goods and services, in the value 
of various items available for trade. While we 

almost always trade our products and services 
for money rather than directly for other products 
and services, money is just a go-between, an 
economic lubricant. 

The real economy is about what we really want 
and are in the habit of using money to get. So our 
estimates of the values of the goods and services 
in the real economy are reflected in the amounts 
of money we are willing to trade to get them, and 
the money we are trading is really just a symbol 
of the useful goods and services belonging to us 
that we have available to us to trade. However, 
when that economic lubricant is unevenly 
distributed, as nowadays, the economic engine is 
going to seize up. As we see around us.

So it is crucial for market participants 
– consumers – to have complete and accurate 
information about various goods and services, 
and about their own needs and interests. 
But when consumers don’t have complete 
information, they may be cheated by prices 
that don’t actually include everything, such as 
pollution prevention, that’s necessary to produce 
some items. The unpaid-for portion is called an 
externality. Unfortunately, vulture capitalists 
are saturating our market and our world with 
advertising designed to make people ignore these 
externalities, and also to feel needy, dissatisfied, 
competitive, emotionally insecure, or even 
suicidal. Because the vultures are putting money 
first.

The concept of ‘utility’ in classical economics 
is in some sense the opposite of advertising. 
Utility is about the means we choose to achieve 
our values. The thrifty, frugal, skeptical 
consumer sidesteps the emotional manipulation 
that saturates almost all advertising. And as 
advertising has come to saturate most people’s 
lives, economic self-defense becomes more and 
more crucial.

“The love of money is the root of all evil.” (1 
Timothy 6:10)  While there may be other sources 
of evil, the love of money is a reliable one. 
Money is simply a means to an end, and putting 
money first means you have lost sight of your 
real and true goal, namely, real essential goods 
and services and real community.

The path from these basic economic concepts 
to vulture capitalism features key players like 

Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell, who 
authored the ‘Powell memo’ when he was still 
just a corporate lawyer. Its message: business 
is more important than consumers. Never mind 
that without consumers there would be no 
businesses. Then there was Milton Friedman, 
the University of Chicago economics professor 
who convinced a lot of people that maximizing 
returns to shareholders was the path to economic 
nirvana. And Robert Bork, Supreme Court Justice 
candidate, topped all this off with his conviction 
that lower prices for consumers are always better. 
Unfortunately, none of these beliefs are true, and 
4 decades of following the wrong directions have 
left us in a spot where most of the nation thinks 
we are going in the wrong direction, even if we 
don’t agree on the right direction.

Now, you don’t have to be a rocket scientist to 
notice that many manufacturing jobs have been 
exported to low-wage, low-tax nations, along 
with the capital equipment and machinery that 
supported them. So the people who used to 
work those jobs don’t have very much in the 
way of useful goods and services available to 
trade for housing that has to sell for enough for a 
developer to be willing to build it. Theoretically, 
they would retrain for other work, but things just 
didn’t work out that way. This is not the way to 
win the War on Poverty, although declaring war 
on something is typically a guarantee that it will 
become permanent, like the War on Drugs and 
the War on Terrorism.

So this also means that the suppliers of housing 
aren’t thrifty and frugal enough to match the 
means of all those who are demanding housing. 
Those who produce housing are finding that 
it’s not rational for them to produce affordable 
housing even though it’s rational for the 
community. Why are the developers taking care 
of themselves and not the community as well? 
It is truly impossible to build affordable housing 
without losing money? Maybe we need smarter 
developers.

Or maybe they are ensnared by the money 
delusion. When I took California’s two basic 
real estate classes at Sacramento City College, 
one of the instructors told us point blank that the 
“highest and best use” of any piece of land was 
whatever would make the most money. This is 
not a good idea. Putting money first means a race 
to the bottom.

We must put our values first. We have to ask 
the right questions. Usually people will say, 
“How can we pay for this or that goal?” That’s 
the wrong question. Instead, we should ask, 
“How can we achieve our goals with the means 
available to us?”

Homelessness Is a Symptom of Market Failure

Putting money first 
means a race to the 

bottom.
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we are working with refugees from other 
parts of the country affected by the escalating 
conflict and war, with people coming from 
Kyiv and other affected regions.

What are some of the things you’ve been 
doing for these people?

We have an estimated 6000 refugees in 
Chernivtsi now from different parts of 
Ukraine, and this number is increasing each 
day because people continue to keep coming. 
We organise a welcome for people coming 
to the town. They can stay here and drink 
hot drinks, and we provide food and meals 
and also a place to rest and sleep because 
people usually have spent three or four days 
on the journey to get here. We help them 
to find housing and shelter in the town, in 
different ways. We really use our previous 
beneficiaries who have already come from 
past years. And the residents of the town. The 
city council organises a lot of places too. So, 
we try to help these people. And also help 
to get them high value items like medicine 
and clothes because people are coming here 
without anything.

So, where you are is safe for the moment 
and far from the conflict?

Well, safe yes but not so far now. When 
the conflict started, it was 1000 kilometres 
away and now it’s more like 500 kilometres, 
because now Kyiv is a very dangerous place, 
and is attacked each day. So, people from 
the Kyiv region and places in the central 
part of Ukraine are where the majority of 
people we are working with are currently 
coming from. In Chernivtsi, now, no we 
haven’t experienced any attacks. But we are 
waiting for that situation. We are very close 
to Romania and a lot of people say that there 
are no attacks here because Romania is so 
close and that means the EU is close, but we 
will see what happens.

The war is affecting all Ukrainians but 
can you say much about how this conflict 
is affecting people who are already 
marginalised?

It’s difficult to say now really. But we can 
say that the people who can currently move 
through Ukraine, these refugees, are not 
from marginalised or vulnerable groups. It 
is usual Ukrainians who have cars, families, 
and enough funds and money to do this and 

travel. But these other groups, those living 
in poverty for example, are those who are 
suffering worst because they are having to 
stay in the cities which are being attacked 
now. In Chernivtsi, we continue our work 
with people who are homeless, our centres 
and shelters are working, people are safe 
here. So, in our region it is normal for now. 
But not in Kyiv, or Kharkiv, which has been 
almost completely destroyed. So, the people 
who stay there, especially families, big 
families with children, are very vulnerable, 
and many people have already died.

How has your worked changed over the 
years since the 2014 conflict started and 
how has it changed now?

Well, we were always continuing our work 
with homeless communities, this was very 
separate. But when the original invasion in 
the eastern regions began, and we started 
working with internally displaced people, 
Chernivtsi didn’t receive that many refugees 
as, of course, people went to the bigger 
more resourced cities like Kyiv. But we 
worked with them, they lived here and have 
become part of our community. But now it is 
expected that our region, and the area at Lviv 
near the Polish border, will be the focal point 
for both those refugees and new ones.

We have been seeing how the UK 
government has reacted slowly to how to 
facilitate Ukrainians coming here, and we 
don’t have an idea of how many might end 
up placed here. While elsewhere, we’ve 
seen nearly half a million people have fled 
the country already for nearby nations like 
Romania, Hungary and Poland. What are 
you seeing? Are people already moving on 
from you to these other places?

Yes, a lot of people now are taking the 
opportunity to cross the border, into 
Romania, Poland, Slovakia, and a lot of 
people from our organisation of course are 

moving to Romania because it’s the closest 
border. But due to Ukraine’s mobilisation 
efforts, it’s only women and children and the 
elderly who can make these kinds of moves. 
Men from their late teens to 60 years old are 
to remain due to the possibility that they may 
be called up to fight. 

How are you feeling about the near future 
as things remain so uncertain? 

Of course, we are hoping for peace. But to be 
honest, it looks like Russia will continue their 
attack efforts. The discussions between our 
governments in Belarus were inconclusive. 
There seems to be very little agreement 
between both sides. And so, I think it will 
continue. In the next days, weeks, months, 
we will see a lot more people coming to 
us. Kharkiv is almost totally ruined, and of 
course we are worried about Kyiv because if 
it goes the same way, Ukraine as a state will 
be in a very difficult position.

How can people in other countries help 
and support your organisation and others 
like it?

I think the first thing people should do is 
speak about the situation as much as possible 
because it’s not, in the end, just about 
Ukraine and Russia – the whole of Europe is 
vulnerable after the most recent statements 
from Vladimir Putin about his intentions. For 
us specifically, you can go to our Facebook 
page where we are publishing information 
about how to support us. A lot of our partners 
from Austria, Germany and other countries 
have sent us money to help others. We just 
don’t want Europe to leave us in this terrible 
situation. It’s the 21st century and war in this 
era should not be happening, it should be 
stopped.

Courtesy of the International Network of 
Street Papers

INSP Interview                           Continued from Page 1
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clip & mail coupon

Homeward Street Journal has been 
publishing since 1997 as a non-profit 
project of the Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee.

The paper’s mission is to lessen 
misunderstandings between 
communities by educating the public 
about housing and poverty issues, 
and by giving homeless people a 
voice in the public forum. Homeward 
also provides a financial self-help 
opportunity for those individuals 
who wish to participate by being a 
Homeward Distributor.

 The opinions expressed in Homeward  
are those of the authors, and not 
necessarily of SHOC or Homeward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or 
contributions:  Articles, poems and 
other writing can be submitted at our 
office in Friendship Park, or mailed to 
the address below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The 
editors will attempt to consult with 
an author if changes are necessary, 
however, the paper will go to print 
with the story as edited  if the author 
is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be 
edited, either the paper will publish the 
submission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as 
possible reprinting in INSP member 
papers, with due byline.  Any requests 
for stories outside the above three will 
be referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$20 contribution.  Make checks out 
to SHOC (Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal in any 
way.   Participants with the paper are 
not allowed to solicit for donations 
for L&F, nor make any reference 
regarding the relationship between 
Loaves & Fishes and this newspaper 
whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
          Homeward Street Journal
          PO Box 952
          Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be e-mailed at
 homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
https://sacshoc.org/homeward

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Resources List

Sacramento
Homeless

Organizing
Commitee

https://sacshoc.org
(916) 442-2156

SHOC office hours Mondays 
& Thursdays, 11:00AM-1PM at 
Friendship Park. SHOC open 

meetings are temporarily being 
held online on Tuesdays at 

10am. Email shoc_1@yahoo.
com for Zoom link.

Sacramento Loaves & 
Fishes.

1351 North C Street - www.
sacloaves.org – (916)446-
0874

On Campus Programs:
Friendship Park – Day center 

for homeless adults. Mon-Fri, 
7AM-2:45PM

Welcoming Center – Donation 
drop-off and admin. Mon-Fri, 
7AM-3PM

Dining Room – Lunch served. 
Get tickets and eat lunch in 
Friendship Park.

Maryhouse – Women & family 
services. Mon-Fri, 7AM-2PM. 
(916)446-4961

Mustard Seed School – For 
children ages 3-15. (916)-
447-3626

Men’s Wash House – showers 
and laundry for men. Mon-
Fri, 7-11AM, 11:30AM-
1:30PM

Anneke’s Haven – Kennel for 
spayed & neutered animals. 
Mon-Fri, 7AM-2PM, Sat-Sun 
8:30AM-1:30PM

Guest Advocate office. Mon-Fri, 
8-11AM

Library – Reading room, 
computers & glasses. Mon-
Fri, 7:30-11AM, 11:30AM-
1:30PM

Jail Visitation – For individuals 
in custody or recently 
released. Mon-Thurs, 8AM-
12PM. (916)447-9472

Genesis – Mental health 
counseling. Mon-Fri, 
7:30AM-12PM, 1PM-2:45PM, 
(916)669-1536

Mercy Clinic – TB tests and 
General medical assistance. 
8-11:30AM

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal 
Clinic. Mon-Thurs, 8AM-
12PM. (916)446-0368

Miscellaneous on campus 
services: Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing 
Committee, El Hogar Mental 
Health, DHA, RT, Mercer 
Clinic for veterinary services, 
Harm Reduction Services.

River City Food Bank 
(916) 446-2627.
 Food Distribution Hours: 

Midtown, 1800 28th Street 
– Tuesday-Thursday, 
10:30am to 1:30pm. Arden 
Arcade, 2300 Edison Ave 
- Friday-Saturday, 10:30am 
to 1:30pm.

Sacramento Food Bank and 
Family Services: 

(916) 456-1980;                  
3333 Third Avenue, 

(916) 925-3240.                  
1951 Bell Avenue, 

Visit website for list of services: 
www.sacramentofoodbank.
org

Food search by zip code: 
www.sacramentofoodbank.
org/find-food

Sacramento Safe Space for 
Unhomed Youth – 

Tuesdays, 9am to noon, at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church at 
1430 J Street. Temporary 
sanctuary for ages 18-
30. Breakfast, hygiene 
items and other supplies 
when available. For more 
information: www.engage.
us.org

Pilgrimage Program – 
Rotating support from 

congregations in Midtown 
Sacramento. Overnights 
temporarily canceled. 
Clothing, Meals, and mobile 
showers one or two days a 
week at:

Bayside Midtown (19th & W) 
(916) 706-2337;

First United Methodist (21st & 
J) (916) 446-5025;

St. John’s Lutheran (17th & L) 
(916) 444-0874;

Trinity Episcopal (25th & 
Capitol) (916) 446-2513;

First Church of Nazarene (28th 
& S) (916) 452-6171

See @PilgrimageSac on 

Facebook for the calendar. 
or call in advance for place 
and times.

Midtown HART 
Respite Centers – 

Tuesdays: St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 1701 L Street, 

9:30AM-12:30PM.
 Fridays: Trinity Cathedral, 

2620 Capitol Ave, 
9:30AM-12:30PM

Sacramento Self Help 
Housing 

offers housing counseling 
and lists, and shared 

and supportive housing. 
sacselfhelp.org - 

             (916) 341-0593

Tommy Clinkenbeard 
Legal Clinic 

provides free legal services 
to homeless people 
relating infractions 
and misdemeanors in 
Sacramento County. Also 
manages court-ordered 
community service 
sentences. (916) 446-0368

Legal Services of 
Northern California:

 Helps with cases about 
Housing, public benefits, 
including CalWorks, 
CalFresh (food stamps), 
Medi-Cal, General 
Assistance (GA), Social 
Security, SSI, unemployment 
insurance benefits (UIB), 
and state disability insurance 
(SDI). lsnc.net – (916) 551-
2150

Sacramento Tenants Union 
– Advocacy support for 
tenants: sactenantsunion@
gmail.com

Department of Human 
Assistance(welfare) 

Mail – use drop boxes 
outside office, or submit 
documents online through 
mybenefitscalwin.org, or 

mail them to: P.O. Box 487, 
Sacramento, CA 95812

Apply for Benefits 
– apply online at www.
mybenefitscalwin.org

General Assistance, call         
(916) 874-3100

EBT – new or replacements, 
call (877) 328-9677

Harm Reduction Service: 
2800 Stockton Blvd. Open 

from 4-6PM weekdays. Call 
for outreach schedule or 
supplies. (916) 456-4849

VA Outreach
1-800-827-1000

City of Sacramento: 
For general information or 
questions about Sacramento 
City’s, shelters, safe 
camping and safe parking 
facilities, and COVID-19 in 
Sacramento, please call 211 
or 1-800-500-4931 or 916-
498-1000. You also can email 
info@211sacramento.org

City services: 
311

Community Resources:
 211

Sacramento Covered 
(916) 874-9670

Elica Health Centers 
(916) 454-2345

WellSpace Health 
(916) 737-5555

Sacramento County Health 
Center

(916) 874-9670

Sacramento County 
Department of Health 

Services: www.saccounty.
net/COVID-19

I want to help HOMEWARD continue in Sacramento. 
Enclosed find my donation of:

Please mail my copies to:
Name: ________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ___________________________________________
City: __________________________________________________
State:____________________________ Zip: _________________

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812
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