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By Cathleen Williams

Sacramento’s Community Summit on 
Homelessness convened on August 27th 
and 28th of this year. On a magnificent 
summer weekend, at Westminster 
Presbyterian, a hundred-year-old brick 
church across from the great trees of 
Capitol Park, a range of organizations, 
through their movers and shakers, 
gathered to start strategic planning 
around the moral, political, and practical 
crisis of homelessness.

The Setting of the Summit
 
Outside the walls of this peaceful site, 
the relentless and brutal assault by 
police, code enforcers, park rangers, 
CalTrans workers, and Sheriff’s deputies 

against unhoused people continued to 
rage throughout our city and county 
as our elected representatives pushed 
forward with their own drastic “non-
solution,” towing vehicles, wrecking 
tents and encampments, displacing 
unhoused neighbors who live on 
sidewalks and grassy medians, in parks 
and open lands – all this suffering and 
hardship inflicted upon people in dire 
poverty, all this inflicted without a plan, 
an actual plan, to house or even shelter a 
community numbering between 10,000 
and 20,000 people (the lower figure 
estimated by the official homeless “point 
in time” count of January 2022) 

Meanwhile, new and hostile legal 

News From the Community Summit
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By Martin Hart-Landsberg 
        Street Roots

If you follow the news, it must seem 
like joining a union is a step outside 
the norms of US law. After all, the 
media is full of stories about how 
big companies like Starbucks and 
Amazon threaten their pro-union 
workers with dismissal, spy on 
their employees and require them 
to participate in meetings with 
managers where they are routinely 
told lies about the consequences of 
unionization, and refuse to negotiate 
a contract even after workers have 
successfully voted to unionize.

Yet, the National Labor Relations 
Act, which is the foundational statute 
governing private sector labor law, 
boldly asserts that workers should be 
able to freely organize to improve the 

conditions of their employment.

As the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB) states: “The National 
Labor Relations Act forbids 
employers from interfering with, 
restraining, or coercing employees 
in the exercise of rights relating 
to organizing, forming, joining or 
assisting a labor organization for 
collective bargaining purposes, or 
from working together to improve 
terms and conditions of employment, 
or refraining from any such activity.”

So, one might reasonably ask, how 
do businesses get away with the kind 
of behavior highlighted above? One 
answer is that a series of Supreme 
Court decisions and NLRB rulings 
reinterpreted the country’s labor laws 
in ways that give employers a free 
pass to engage in a variety of anti-

worker actions. Another reason is the 
US Congress refuses to adequately 
fund the NLRB, leaving the agency 
unable to hire sufficient staff to do 
the required investigations of worker 
complaints and oversee elections.
President Joe Biden took two 
actions offering some hope for a 
progressive turn. The first is his 
inclusion of a significant increase 
in funding for the NLRB in his 
proposed 2023 fiscal year budget. 
The second, and more important 
one, was his 2021 appointment of 
Jennifer Abruzzo, a former attorney 
for the Communications Workers of 
America, as NLRB General Counsel. 
Abruzzo is pressing the NLRB to ban 
“captive audience” meetings as an 
unfair labor practice and to restore 
the Joy Silk doctrine, which would 
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allow the NLRB to immediately 
recognize a union if a strong 
majority of workers signed cards 
or a petition demonstrating their 
support for unionization.

It remains to be seen what will 
come from either action. At the 
same time, labor activists have 
shown tremendous determination 
in the face of corporate 
opposition, and their organizing 
work appears to be paying 
off. We should celebrate their 
bravery and support their efforts. 
However, it shouldn’t have to be 
so difficult — if organizing to 
improve working conditions is a 
guaranteed right, it should truly 
be protected.

We have a business-friendly 
labor law

Private sector labor law has 
become increasingly business 
-— not worker — friendly. For 
example, the NLRB originally 
required employers to remain 
neutral when workers considered 
whether to unionize. Then, in 
1941, the Supreme Court ruled 
employers had the right to make 
their case as long as their actions 
were not “coercive.” The Taft-
Hartley Act of 1947 gave new 
meaning to the court’s decision 
by inserting what is known as 
the “employer free speech” 
clause into the National Labor 
Relations Act, which opened 
the door for businesses to push 
their anti-union position in 
captive audience meetings. In 
the 1970s, the NLRB decided it 
was acceptable for management 
to use those meetings to threaten 
workers with a loss of benefits 
or even employment if they 
voted for a union. Later, it 
decided management also had 
the right to ban union supporters 
from attending those meetings 
and even ban employees from 
speaking during the meetings.

In 1974, the Supreme Court 
ruled businesses did not have 
to agree to recognize a union 
regardless of the number of 
worker-signed cards or names on 
a petition expressing support for 
unionization. Instead, they could 
insist that the NLRB conduct an 
election. Later NLRB rulings 
have stretched out the time 
between card filing and voting 
and allowed companies to further 
delay elections by requiring that 
unfair labor practice charges 
and company challenges to the 
proposed bargaining unit be 
settled before voting. Delays, 
of course, give companies more 
time for captive meetings, to 
threaten dire consequences from 
a positive vote for unionization, 
and to intimidate and sometimes 
fire union activists. Recent 
NLRB rulings have continued 
to strengthen employer rights at 
workers’ expense.

A weak National Labor 
Relations Board

Sadly, even at its best, the NLRB 
has limited power to protect 
worker rights. A case in point: if 
the NLRB actually determines 
an employer illegally fired 
a worker for their pro-union 
activity — a process that can take 
up to two years — all it can do 
is order the employer to rehire 
the worker and pay them their 
back wages (minus whatever 
they earned while unemployed) 
and post a sign in the breakroom 
acknowledging the worker was 
illegally fired.

Here is a recent example of 
how the NLRB is hamstrung 
by the class-biased framework 
underlying the National Labor 
Relations Act. In April, as 
reported by the New York Times, 
a regional director of the NLRB 
found Starbucks guilty of “firing 
employees in retaliation for 
supporting the union; threatening 
employees’ ability to receive 

new benefits if they choose to 
unionize; requiring workers to be 
available for a minimum number 
of hours to remain employed 
at a unionized store without 
bargaining over the change, as 
a way to force out at least one 
union supporter; and effectively 
promising benefits to workers if 
they decide not to unionize.”

In response, the regional director 
ordered top management to 
record a video and distribute it 
to all stores making clear that 
workers do have the right to 
engage in pro-union activity. 
That’s it — no fines.

And, of course, the company is 
appealing the ruling.

Some reasons for hope

Biden’s proposed budget for 
fiscal year 2023 calls for an 
increase in funding for the 
NLRB from $274 million to 
$319.4 million. The NLRB’s last 
budget increase was in 2014, 
and according to its staff union, 
the agency lost over 30 per cent 
of its staff since 2010. The lack 
of staff translates into fewer 
investigations into unfair labor 
practices and delays in elections. 
However, it remains to be seen 
whether Biden will fight for 
this increase and if so, whether 
Democrats will stand firm in the 
face of Republican opposition.

More hopeful is the work 
of General Counsel Jennifer 
Abruzzo. Under her leadership, 
the NLRB aggressively responds 
to worker charges of unfair 
labor practices. Moreover, as 
noted above, she is also pushing 
the NLRB to declare captive 
audience meetings a violation of 
the National Labor Relations Act 
and to reclaim its authority to 
order an employer to recognize 
and bargain with a union if the 
union is able to show it enjoys 
the support of a majority of 

workers in the bargaining unit. 
Of course, Abruzzo doesn’t 
have the last word. She has to 
convince the five-member NLRB 
to agree, and it is unclear how 
they will decide.

There is no doubt if the NLRB 
receives a long overdue budget 
increase and Abruzzo is 
successful, workers will find it 
easier to organize. At the same 
time, it would be a serious 
mistake to believe changes in 
labor law by themselves will be 
enough to ensure the revival of 
the labor movement. That will 
require the sustained hard work 
of rank-and-file organizers. Of 
course, it’s the combination 
that offers us the best chance 
for success. So, let’s keep 
the spotlight and pressure on 
the NLRB while continuing 
to support the kind of smart, 
aggressive organizing that has 
companies like Starbucks on the 
defensive. 

Courtesy of Street Roots / 
International Network of Street 

Papers
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Labor Law Failings and Reviving the Labor Movement

Labor is the 
source of 
all wealth
 and 

all culture.
Ferdinand Lassalle



Adapted from the Community Alliance 
newspaper, September 2022 

On August 3 of this year, a determined 
group of farmworkers, bearing red 
flags and banners with the black 
thunderbird of the United Farm 
Workers Union, set out for Sacramento 
from Delano, the agricultural town in 
the Central Valley where their historic 
struggle to unionize raged some 50 
years ago. They marched for 325 
miles, under the fiery sun of the valley, 
gathering supporters along the way. On 
August 26, they arrived in Sacramento 
and set up their vigil on the grassy 
lawns outside the State Capitol. The 
weeks of marching were aimed at 
pressuring Governor Gavin Newsom 
to sign a bill that would allow 
farmworkers the choice, including 
vote-by-mail, in how elections are held 
in union drives.

Currently, farmworkers can vote to 
unionize only by casting their ballot 
at a polling place designated by the 
Agricultural Labor Relations Board, 
exposing them to firing and harassment 
on the job. “When farmworkers vote 

they are subject to reprisals, and in 
some cases they lose their jobs just 
to practice their right to vote like any 
citizen can do during a given election 
day,” said Eriberto Fernandez, a 
representative of the UFW foundation. 
“What we want is for them to be able 
to cast their vote in secret, from their 
homes, like any other voter.”

New ways of voting sanctioned by 
Assembly Bill 2183 would secure 
that right. Newsom vetoed a similar 
bill last year. The UFW believes that 
if farmworkers are allowed to vote 
in secret, more will join the union 
and get representation to win higher 
wages, healthy working conditions, 
and job security.  “And this is what big 
agribusiness doesn’t want to happen,” 
said Fernandez. “if farmworkers have 
representation, they will have basic 
rights such as health benefits.” 

As marchers and supporters gathered 
at the capitol, Governor Newsom 
released a statement rejecting AB 2183 
“in its current form.” At press time, the 
vigil continued with dancing, music, 
and song far into the night. 
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Farmworkers March for Union Rights

All Photos Courtesy CW
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offensives are being cooked up at 
every level – by the State, funding 
CalTrans’ with hundreds of millions 
to clear land around highways from 
inhabitants; by the City, with new 
bans on sidewalk stays; and by the 
County, outlawing unhoused people 
from so called “infra-structure” 
areas that just happen to cover 

every corner and crevice of the 900 
square mile expanse of Sacramento 
County. 

And with these laws, an ugly 
narrative is being broadcast, 
accusing unhoused people of being 
violent, criminal, and distasteful 
– pariahs who should not be seen 
by children on their way to school 
or by the “good citizens” who 
should be able to shop, play and 
work without being confronted by 
the social devastation that is our 
country at the present moment.   

Perhaps the most blatant new legal 
assault is Measure O, which the 
City has placed on the November 
ballot. Opposed by two insightful 
city council members, Katie 
Valenzuela and Mai Vang, this 
Measure will mandate the city 
police to remove homeless people 
from their living areas in a vast 
campaign of sweeps and clearances, 
while authorizing only 600 “spaces” 
where they can legally live – most 
likely in city run encampments 
rather than places where they will 
be inside, with a door that closes 
and windows that open. 

All this police action – Measure O 

provides that failure to homeless 
people to comply will be punishable 
as a misdemeanor, leading to jail 
and fines – is clearly an attempt 
to avoid the impact of the federal 
decision in “Martin v. Boise,” 
which held that criminalization 
of homeless people for living 
outside was unconstitutional “cruel 

and unusual” punishment unless 
each and every person had access 
to indoor shelter. Already taken 
to court for putting this on the 
ballot, the city will face strong 
legal challenges to this wasteful, 
expensive, futile, cruel ordinance. 

The Summit thus opened against 
the background of a dire situation, 
one that could not be “solved” 

over a period of 2 days even with 
the best intentions, and even with 
the involvement and guidance of 
unhoused attendees, many active in 
the Homeless Union and other local 
organizations, and committed to 
developing awareness and political 
power. According to attendee 
Janeen Kemp, who just emerged 
from a stint of homelessness, never 
to return, “I don’t want to just 
keep talking. I don’t believe that 
anything is coming from our current 
government. They are taking public 
funds without the public knowing 
how it is being spent. People are 
making money from our problems. 
We are one of the richest states in 
the nation and the richest cities in 
the state. We need to have more 
power and influence in making our 
demands.” 

The Keynote Address
Niki Jones, keynote speaker, opened 
the Summit with a powerful land 
acknowledgement. “We hold this 
summit on stolen indigenous land, 
Valley Miwok and Nisenan land. 
Settler colonialism, the theft of land, 
is still the structure of our society. 

“In our conversations here, we 
must address the reality of the 
white supremacist rule. Not far 
from this spot stands Sutter’s Fort 
– the first recorded encampment 
after the initial removal of local 
indigenous people. Sutter cleared 
those people out. It’s a racist, ablist 
practice, harkens back to Jim Crow. 
The move to “clean up” or remove 
people, -- what unhoused people 
are experiencing today -- is an old 

system and an old strategy.”  

As Niki enjoined us, “we have a 
world to fight for. Care and feel 
the pain in caring. Share what 
we needÉfamily, neighborhood, 
organization. Learn to lean into 
survival strategies, up lift where 
people are. This is war and these 
are the front lines. We practice 
solidarity, not just charity.”

The Roundtable Workshops
On Saturday, community summit 
roundtable workshops were 
organized around themes of 
empowerment in the struggle 
against homelessness. 

Acceptable Emergency Housing 
Strategies,” coordinated by Crystal 

Community Summit    continued from page 1 

Continued Page 5

Health! Workshop Photo Courtesy PL

Emergency Shelter Strategy Workshop Photo Courtesy PL

Joe Smith and Captain 
Photo Courtesy PL
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Sanchez of the Homeless Union 
and, addressed how to reshape 
the endless cycling of unhoused 
people through the shelter system, 
including mass shelters, city 
provided encampments, and motel 
rooms, a system in which short term 
stays, lack of privacy and dignity, 
and arbitrary mismanagement is the 
norm. Enormously expensive and 
yet desperately inadequate – the 
central question discussed was 
how to make the city and county 
accountable for the horrendous 
abuses, and how to shift resources 
to housing instead of short-term 
shelter. 

Two roundtable workshops, dealt 
with Law and Policy, the first one 
focusing on criminalization, sweeps 
and advocacy, coordinated by Bob 

Erlenbusch of SRCEH and Laurance 
Lee of Legal Services, and the 
second, on legal rights, litigation, 
and legislation, coordinated by 
Mark Merin.  Participants tackled 
the question of how to organize 
and block the new ordinances 
that outlaw encampments, and 
how to file lawsuits in federal 
court challenging the sweeps, 
displacements, and loss of property 
as unconstitutional under Martin v. 
Boise. 

Dr. MK, from UC Davis Family 
Medicine and Sacramento Street 
Medicine, and Flojuane Cofer 
of Public Health Advocates, led 
the roundtable workshop “What 
the Health?!” focusing on how to 
improve and expand medical care by 
taking services out to encampments 
and making them accessible and 
friendly to the people most in need. 

Innovation and outreach was the 
emphasis of the day.

The roundtable workshop on 
“Housing and Homelessness 
Prevention” brought in the 
Sacramento Tenants Union and Peter 
Bell of Sacramento Steps Forward to 
lead the discussion about the impact 
of a private, profit-driven housing 
market, looking at ways to preserve, 
fund, and build public housing to 
deal with the crisis.  

The Take Aways
 
Throughout the Community 
Summit, we put the emphasis on 
solutions – as unhoused people, 
visionaries, activists – each and 
every roundtable workshop 
addressed the question of how can 

we come together to reimagine and 
bring about the changes we need to 
see. 

As we work on follow through, 
these are the major themes that 
emerged in group discussions:

•Organize, organize, organize. 
Bring organizations together, 
outreach to new communities, 
involve unhoused people 
with trainings and strategic 
planning; prioritize work with 
the Homeless Union and other 
unhoused leaders to establish 
a commission of homeless 
people and their allies to 
oversee public policies. 

•Get the facts and information 
we need to drive our policy 
demands and audit public 
expenditure – how are funds 
being spent, who is responsible, 

and what are their goals as 
compared to ours? How can we 
hold accountable the powers 
that be? 

•Defeat Measure O – raise 
consciousness, raise funds, 
get out the vote, and fight the 
narrative that stigmatizes and 
stereotypes homeless people 
as criminals, deviants, and 
pariahs. 

•Remake the system of short-term 
stays at temporary shelters and 
city-run encampments -- but 
overall prioritize a campaign 
to build, build, build public 
housing while supporting 
informal, self-initiated and 
self-governed living spaces 
with health services, survival 
necessities, garbage pick-up 
and sanitation.

•Stop criminalization of people 

living outside – through 
litigation if necessary – and 
publicize the trauma and 
devastation caused by using 
sweeps and zoning enforcement 
to break up informal 
encampments, confiscate 
belongings, and displace 
homeless people.  

We are working toward a full 
report on the recommendations that 
were developed at the Community 
Summit and we are making contact 
with the dozens of people who 
attended – almost a hundred over the 
two days, including 28 people who 
came from their encampments and 
tents and brought their perspectives, 
their experience, and their wisdom. 

Participant Acknowledgments  
continued on Page 7

Community Summit     continued from page 4

 Law & Policy Workshop  Photo Courtesy PL

 Homeless Prevention & Housing Workshop
Photo Courtesy PL

Lunch in the Courtyard Photo Courtesy PL
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By Muriel Strand

Sacramento City’s official website has a list 
of FAQs with answers about the various ways 
involuntarily homeless people can be forced 
to move  when sheltered people are bothered 
by unsheltered people’s existence near their 
businesses and neighborhoods. (http://homeless.
cityofsacramento.org/faqs)

Sheltered people are often unaware of how easy 
it is to become labeled as a criminal and how 
much harder it then becomes to obtain secure and 
permanent shelter, let alone healing from PTSD, 
paying off the predatory fines and fees inflicted 
by various judges, and finding education and a 
living-wage jobs. Homelessness is a problem we 
will never be able to sweep or arrest our way out 
of.  We can do better. 

Many people feel nervous around homeless 
people. If you are one of them, reflect on why 
you may feel uneasy when an involuntarily 
homeless person asks for spare change or asks 
if you would like to buy a copy of Homeward. 
Could it be the feeling that ‘there but for the 
grace of God go I’?

Since we know the problem is nationwide, 
indeed worldwide and growing, it helps to keep 
some perspective. Nowadays, most involuntarily 
homeless people are those who lost their job, 
their car and/or their apartment due to an illegal 
eviction or a sudden steep increase in rent, or 

they got divorced, or their wages were garnished 
to pay child support, or they still had PTSD from 
war or other prior abuse, or they were a victim 
of ID theft, fire, etc. You have the power to help 
bring homeless people back into the Sacramento 
economy and community by developing 
relationships with specific individuals based on 
the common ground of individual and egalitarian 
human conversation.

Reassure yourself that while a small fraction 
of the homeless population suffers from a 
basic psychosis such as schizophrenia, such 
unfortunates are much more often the victims of 
violence than the perpetrators. The fact that none 
of the city’s suggestions refer to violent attacks 
from homeless people implies that such attacks 
are not at all common. If you have witnessed 
drug use, be aware that there is no evidence that 
addicted homeless people are more violent or 
dangerous than addicted sheltered people.

Reassure yourself that many involuntarily 
homeless people are intelligent and capable, 
possessing various skills that supported them 
before misfortune sank their financial boat. 
Treating a homeless person the way you would 
like to be treated is a good way to get acquainted 
and evaluate their abilities and aptitudes. 

Sheltered people may also feel nervous when 
they are near an encampment of more than a 
few involuntarily homeless people. Be aware 
that homeless people themselves will almost 

always feel fearful that your approach will bring 
problems such as police citations and fines that 
will make their lives even less manageable. Many 
of the ‘solutions’ used, like repeatedly exiling 
homeless folks from residential and commercial 
areas, often cause more problems and fix nothing. 
Unsurprisingly, the unsheltered tend to retreat to 
areas where few sheltered people spend much 
time.

Bottomline, the city’s official FAQs for what to 
do if you are bothered by unsheltered people’s 
existence near your business or neighborhood 
demonstrates that Sacramento has a serious 
attitude problem. In fact, this attitude problem 
is probably our biggest obstacle in healing 
homelessness here and nationwide.

In the Boise decision, mentioned in the news 
lately, a federal court found that forcibly 
sweeping people away from an area, without 
providing them with a place to go, is cruel 
and unusual punishment in violation of their 
constitutional rights. And if that place doesn’t 
provide the security and stability that will support 
them in finding employment or affordable 
housing, then it’s not good enough to solve the 
problem of anybody’s involuntary homelessness.

Unfortunately, most really effective changes will 
require too much political will to overcome the 
class-war economic policies, beginning (but not 
ending) with Reagan, that serve the wealthy and 
punish the poor.

A Response to the City of Sacramento’s FAQ’s About Homelessness on Its Website

By Kevin Albertson and Stevienna de Saille
     ...United Kingdom

Fears over the cost of living have reached new 
highs in the UK after power regulator Ofgem 
confirmed that the energy price cap will nearly 
double from October to cost the average 
household £3,549 a year. There has been much 
discussion about what the government needs to 
do to help people and businesses this winter, but 
the crisis is still being presented as a short-term 
problem that will ease in due course.

This is a misdiagnosis. We are actually living 
through a slow-motion crisis which has been 
decades in the making and is set to continue. 
Understanding what is really happening is a vital 
first step to finding a way out.

We are prone to blame today’s economic mess 
on short-term factors such as austerity, Brexit, 
COVID and the war in Ukraine. In fact, global 
economic headwinds have been gathering 
strength for years: according to a study reported 
in the New Scientist a few years ago, 1978 was 
the best year the world economy ever saw.

That study argued that growing inequality and 
environmental degradation have sent progress 
into reverse, but you can also see decline using 
traditional economic measures. Global growth 
in GDP per capita and productivity have been 
steadily weakening. In the UK, once you take 
inflation into account, GDP per capita growth has 
been declining since the 1970s and the average 
wage is little different than in 2008. In the US, 
inflation-adjusted median wages peaked in the 
1970s.

Some argue that the underlying cause of this 
global problem is a long-term weakness in the US 
economy. According to influential US think 
tank the National Bureau of Economic Research 
(NBER), much of what has passed for growth 
has simply been a reallocation of resources from 
workers to shareholders.

Not only that, it has been achieved 
by accumulating debt. Financial debt has more 
than doubled as a percentage of GDP since the 
early 1970s, while there has also been a build-
up of ecological debts by overusing natural 
resources.

Many leading experts on this so-called “secular 
stagnation” think it may be here to stay. It is also 
likely to be more keenly felt in Europe, which has 
less favourable demographics than the US and 
fewer natural resources. In 2023, for instance, 
the OECD is forecasting zero growth in the UK, 
although a recession (two quarters of negative 
growth) is probably more likely.

UK not OK

One reason why the UK cost-of-living crisis 
is so devastating is that many, if not most, 
people had already seen their standard of living 
decline before the Ukraine war and COVID. 
Back in the days of Theresa May (remember the 
good old days?), there was much talk of “just 
about managing” households or JAMs, defined 
as working households with below-average 
income.

This reflected the fact that well before 2020, 
many of life’s necessities were increasingly 
beyond the reach of the average household. 
Ironically, gas and food were the only necessities 

Politicians Ignored the Cost of Living Crisis for Years

Continued  Page 7
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A Special 
Thank You 
to all our 

Underwriters:
A Special Thank You to Westminster Presbyterian Church and to Community 
Summit Sponsors: Sacramento Loaves & Fishes  Safe Ground Sacramento  Western 
Regional Advocacy Project  Organize Sacramento  Uptown Studios  Paul Boden  
Muriel Strand

And thank you to the contributions of the many participating groups, including 
but not limited to: 28 individuals that are living unhoused in Sacramento  Black 
Zebra Project  David Barnitz (Westminster Presbyterian Church Deacon)  Decarcerate 
Sacramento  Interfaith Council of Greater Sacramento  Justice 2 Jobs Sacramento  
League of Women’s Voters, Homeless Committee  Legal Services of Northern CA  
Mark Merin (Law Office of Mark E Merin)  Mental Health First  National Lawyers 
Guild  No on Measure O   People’s Budget Sacramento   Peter Bell (Sacramento 
Steps Forward)   Public Health Advocates  Punks for Lunch  Rebekah Turnbaugh 
(St. John’s Lutheran Church)  Sacramento Area Congregations Together  Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing Committee  Sacramento Homeless Union  Sacramento Poor 
People’s Campaign: A National Campaign for Moral Revival  Sacramento Regional 
Coalition to End Homelessness  Sacramento Street Medicine  Sacramento Services 
Not Sweeps Coalition  Sacramento Tenants Union  UC Davis Willow Clinic  
Women’s Empowerment

Community Summit Participants
continued from story on page 5

whose prices increased by less than median 
wages from 2009 to 2019. The amount of money 
that the average household had to spend on 
discretionary items was falling throughout the 
decade after adjusting for inflation.

This slow decline in UK households’ prosperity 
certainly accelerated sharply because of Ukraine, 
but ending the war will not end the crisis. For 
the last few years, energy producers have been 
investing less in fossil fuel production because 
they have not been confident about their rate of 
return in the face of the global push towards net 
zero carbon emissions.

Since this reduction may be permanent, many 
experts believe that high oil and gas prices 
are here to stay. With energy a vital ingredient of 
economic production, this will further increase 
the price of almost everything.

Alongside this energy crunch, high debt levels 
will discourage investment, meaning that the 
supply of available goods and services will 
fall. This scarcity is another reason why the 
upward pressure on prices will continue in the 
long term. Central banks can do little about it 
because raising interest rates to tackle inflation 
only works when an economy is overheating, not 
when the problem arises from the supply side.

What can be done

Aside from the current panic over the energy 
price cap, no leading politician is talking 

seriously about reversing the declining 
affordability of the essentials of life. Yet, many 
economists, including ourselves, have been 
predicting this situation for a long time. As Kevin 
argued in The Conversation in 2021, the UK 
government has not done enough to prepare for a 
“decade of disruption”.

Even if the UK returns to so-called “growth”, it 
will merely be reverting to the slower, mounting 
crisis that predated COVID. There is no point 
in pursuing the globalised free-market policies 
which failed to prevent secular stagnation in the 
first place. The crucial first step is rather to get 
out of our growth-fixated mindset and accurately 
diagnose the problems we face.

It is clear we must take rapid action to reduce 
economic precarity, improve social security and 
incentivise the more efficient use of energy. For 
example, reducing demand for fossil fuels will be 
crucial through a major programme of investing 
in green technologies, as well as interest-free 
loans for insulating houses and new policies 
discouraging the wasteful use of resources. In 
short, there is much to do – and it would take 
another article really to examine this properly.

Kevin Albertson is professor of economics at 
Manchester Metropolitan University. Stevienna 
de Saille is a lecturer at the Department of 
Sociological Studies, University of Sheffield.

Courtesy of The Conversation / International 
Network of Street Papers
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Sacramento Loaves & Fishes

1351 North C Street - www.
sacloaves.org – (916)446-0874

On Campus Programs:
Friendship Park – Day center for 

homeless adults. Mon-Fri, 7AM-
2:45PM

Welcoming Center – Donation 
drop-off and admin. Mon-Fri, 
7AM-3PM

Dining Room – Lunch served. 
Get tickets and eat lunch in 
Friendship Park.

Maryhouse – Women & family 
services. Mon-Fri, 7AM-2PM. 
(916)446-4961

Mustard Seed School – For 
children ages 3-15. (916)-447-
3626

Men’s Wash House – showers 
and laundry for men. Mon-Fri, 
7-11AM, 11:30AM-1:30PM

Anneke’s Haven – Kennel for 
spayed & neutered animals. 
Mon-Fri, 7AM-2PM, Sat-Sun 
8:30AM-1:30PM

Guest Advocate office. Mon-Fri, 
8-11AM

Library – Reading room, 
computers & glasses. Mon-Fri, 
7:30-11AM, 11:30AM-1:30PM

Jail Visitation – For individuals in 
custody or recently released. 
Mon-Thurs, 8AM-12PM. 
(916)447-9472

Genesis – Mental health 
counseling. Mon-Fri, 7:30AM-
12PM, 1PM-2:45PM, (916)669-
1536

Mercy Clinic – TB tests and 
General medical assistance. 
8-11:30AM

Tommy Clinkenbeard Legal 
Clinic. Mon-Thurs, 8AM-12PM. 
(916)446-0368

Miscellaneous on campus 
services: Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee, El 
Hogar Mental Health, DHA, 
RT, Mercer Clinic for veterinary 
services, Harm Reduction 
Services.

River City Food Bank 
(916) 446-2627. Food Distribution 

Hours: Midtown, 1800 28th 
Street – Tuesday-Thursday, 
10:30am to 1:30pm. Arden 
Arcade, 2300 Edison Ave 
- Friday-Saturday, 10:30am to 
1:30pm.

Sacramento Food Bank and 
Family Services: 

3333 Third Avenue, (916) 456-
1980; 1951 Bell Avenue, 
(916) 925-3240. Visit website 
for list of services: www.
sacramentofoodbank.org

Food search by zip code: www.
sacramentofoodbank.org/find-
food

Sacramento Safe Space for 
Unhomed Youth – 

Tuesdays, 9am to noon, at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
at 1430 J Street. Temporary 
sanctuary for ages 18-30. 
Breakfast, hygiene items and 
other supplies when available. 
For more information: www.
engage.us.org

Pilgrimage Program – 
Rotating support from 

congregations in Midtown 
Sacramento. Overnights 
temporarily canceled. Clothing, 
Meals, and mobile showers one 
or two days a week at:

Bayside Midtown (19th & W) (916) 
706-2337;

First United Methodist (21st & J) 
(916) 446-5025;

St. John’s Lutheran (17th & L) 
(916) 444-0874;

Trinity Episcopal (25th & Capitol) 
(916) 446-2513;

First Church of Nazarene (28th & 
S) (916) 452-6171

See @PilgrimageSac on 
Facebook for the calendar. or 
call in advance for place and 
times.

Midtown HART 

Respite Centers – 
Tuesdays: St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 1701 L Street, 9:30AM-

12:30PM.
 Fridays: Trinity Cathedral, 2620 

Capitol Ave, 
9:30AM-12:30PM

Sacramento Self Help 
Housing

 offers housing counseling and 
lists, and shared and supportive 

housing. sacselfhelp.org - 
             (916) 341-0593

Tommy Clinkenbeard 
Legal Clinic 

provides free legal services to 
homeless people relating 
infractions and misdemeanors 
in Sacramento County. Also 
manages court-ordered 
community service sentences. 
(916) 446-0368

Legal Services of 
Northern California:

 Helps with cases about Housing, 
public benefits, including 
CalWorks, CalFresh (food 
stamps), Medi-Cal, General 
Assistance (GA), Social 
Security, SSI, unemployment 
insurance benefits (UIB), and 
state disability insurance (SDI). 
lsnc.net – (916) 551-2150

Sacramento Tenants Union 
– Advocacy support for tenants: 
sactenantsunion@gmail.com

Department of Human 
Assistance(welfare) 

Mail – use drop boxes 
outside office, or submit 
documents online through 
mybenefitscalwin.org, or 
mail them to: P.O. Box 487, 
Sacramento, CA 95812

Apply for Benefits – apply online at 
www.mybenefitscalwin.org

General Assistance, call         

(916) 874-3100
EBT – new or replacements, call 

(877) 328-9677

Harm Reduction Service: 
2800 Stockton Blvd. Open from 

4-6PM weekdays. Call for 
outreach schedule or supplies. 
(916) 456-4849

City of Sacramento: 
For general information or 
questions about Sacramento 
City’s, shelters, safe camping 
and safe parking facilities, and 
COVID-19 in Sacramento, please 
call 211 or 1-800-500-4931 or 
916-498-1000. You also can 
email info@211sacramento.org

City services:  311

Community Resources: 211

Sacramento Covered 
(916) 874-9670

Elica Health Centers 
(916) 454-2345

WellSpace Health 
(916) 737-5555

Sacramento County Health 
Center

(916) 874-9670

Sacramento County 
Department of Health 

Services: www.saccounty.
net/COVID-19

National Call Center for 
Homeless Veterans:

(877) 424-3838
Healthcare & Program 

Referrals
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Homeward Street Journal has been 
publishing since 1997 as a non-profit 
project of the Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee.

The paper’s mission is to lessen 
misunderstandings between 
communities by educating the public 
about housing and poverty issues, 
and by giving homeless people a 
voice in the public forum. Homeward 
also provides a financial self-help 
opportunity for those individuals 
who wish to participate by being a 
Homeward Distributor.

 The opinions expressed in Homeward  
are those of the authors, and not 
necessarily of SHOC or Homeward.
     

Submissions and Editorial Policy

We welcome any participation or 
contributions:  Articles, poems and 
other writing can be submitted at our 
office in Friendship Park, or mailed to 
the address below.

 All writing submitted for publication 
will be edited as necessary, with due 
respect for the author’s intent.  The 
editors will attempt to consult with 
an author if changes are necessary, 
however, the paper will go to print 
with the story as edited  if the author 
is unavailable. 

 All Letters to the Editor must be signed 
to be published.  If the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous s/he should so state, 
but the letter must still be signed .

 Poetry and graphics will not be 
edited, either the paper will publish the 
submission or not. 

 In submitting articles to the paper, 
authors  give their permission to print 
their submissions in accordance with 
the above stipulations, as well as 
possible reprinting in INSP member 
papers, with due byline.  Any requests 
for stories outside the above three will 
be referred to the author.

 Subscriptions are available with a 
$20 contribution.  Make checks out 
to SHOC (Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee). 

Loaves & Fishes is not affiliated with 
the Homeward Street Journal in any 
way.   Participants with the paper are 
not allowed to solicit for donations 
for L&F, nor make any reference 
regarding the relationship between 
Loaves & Fishes and this newspaper 
whatsoever.

All correspondence can be sent to:
          Homeward Street Journal
          PO Box 952
          Sacramento, CA 95812
   

The paper may be reached at:
(916) 442-2156

The paper may also be e-mailed at
 homeward2@yahoo.com

On the web at: 
https://sacshoc.org/homeward

Welcome to 
Homeward: 

Please help us make a differance!

Resources List Sacramento
Homeless

Organizing
Commitee

https://sacshoc.org
(916) 442-2156

SHOC office hours Mondays 
and Thursdays, 10:30AM-1PM 
@Friendship Park. SHOC open 
meetings are temporarily being 

held online on Tuesdays at 
10am. Email shoc_1@yahoo.

com for Zoom link.

clip & mail coupon

I want to help HOMEWARD continue in Sacramento. 
Enclosed find my donation of:

Please mail my copies to:
Name: ________________________________________________
Street & Apt: ___________________________________________
City: __________________________________________________
State:____________________________ Zip: _________________

Make checks payable to the Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC)
 and mail to:  PO Box 952  Sacramento, CA 95812
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$20 for a one year
     subscription

$100 for one year as an 
Underwriter


