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catch the bad guys but also
monitor average citizens as
well &8s lrends in public opinian
vig the oversight of general
Weub content, e-mail and the
ever-growing number of biogs
And it's not such a leap of
logic to assume thara is some
attampl being made lo steer
those trends wvia strategic
manipulation and psy-pps - |
mean, how do you really know
who is on the other end of
that blag?

by Glen Cumbarelis
mﬂhﬂ' Roots USA

Turn off, tune out and drap in
on-a now. ‘countar’ culture

Disconnect from the circult
board and you might discover
what you've been missing In
life

Back in the 19608, Timothy
Leary coined the countercul-
ture slogan, “Turn on, tune in
and drop oul” Teday, if you
really want to  ‘“eounter
culture, that is, if you wanlt to
break away from the main-
stream, the exact opposite is
true You should turn off (your
electronics), tune oot (pap
culture and the Uber-informa-
tion age) and drop in (on your
friends; e, back inio life)

Your elecironics are  Big
Brother As people become
more wired in to the cyber-
information age with PCs,
pods and camerz phones
ihey sit in isolation and voi-
untarily pul mare of their own
parsonal nfarmation online
“Bnd out o e general sther
These days. it isn't sa much
as Big Brother is watching es
Iti& Big Brother is taking notes
By data mining, wiretapping
eic., BB 15 sble to not only

If you really want to dissent
turn.off your FC. laplop, pod,
phone and any other electronic
connections to the mass
media. Geat your bank account
aoff the Internet. Don't use
credil cards fo buy nteflectual
cantent. Keep one reguiar old
landline telephone for conve-
nience and emergencies but
dont conduct business on it
Follow this advice and you'l
“drop out” all nght, and prob-
ably gel to meet a real |ive
ClA or FBI agent real soon
mauiring about just what the
heck you are upto Just lakgh
and say you got nostalgic for
AT

Fod people; Admittedly, most
of those notes being taken by

see lune Qut page 7

by Elizabeth Halloway

As we bellave our collec-
tive illusion about borders,
aras, right and wrong. it's
like & diseased cell within
pur blead  Albart Einstein
said, "No probiem can be
solved from the same con-
SCIoUSness that created it ™

Reference points  are
assenlial to perspective
We've Isolated the indige-
NOUS PEOpIE on reserve-
tians, the Mexican people
have nol improved their
own government and we
don’t want them (o because
they are a cheap labor farm
for us. When they come
here they lve n paverty
butyetare richer than they
werne In Mexico What
aboul sex slaves sent b
fear tatal disgrace?
Amencans arg ‘relatively
secure.  Some Mexicans
are desperafe We are
supposedly @ country of
laws but business peopla
gnore thal 'as do illegal
immigranis. Sathe debate
an_bolh sides is equally
nypocritical " 1t's impariant
for foreign and domestic
students o leam o see
thraugh appearances

deceplions and pravailing
inequilable opimons

Affordability ru ns

paralle

Earned cilizenship per se
i= @ good idea  The devil
i8 in the details. We do

need . contral af the
L5 iMexico border  But
why slop there? ‘What

about China, Canada, lran
elc.?  These are scary
times Perhaps MNorth
Americans should be dis-
alliowed travel fo other
lapds 1t gets silly, doesn’t
It? Walls don't seem to be
the- answar

Learning English is &
necessity here {although
our own studenis scare
poorly 1n that area upon
graduation). Conversely
it wouldn't hurt anyone to
learn Spanish!  There's
nathing like being mutually
njerested  Then there can
Detrue understanding. It's
a ‘sfart in sharing power
Aaone-ime reasonable fine
is poceptable . Everyone
al some point requires
medical care, (thal's 'a
given A clean criminal
recard with no ties to ter-
refsm s paramount For
Obvious risasons wi should
THOT SdparEiET AnENERR
bam childran’ fram  their
llegal immigranl parents
Usuggest @ living wage for
aiworkers and letling qual-
ified  prizsaners  receive
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minimum wage for
vised, regulated -
more physical, tedious ani
unpleasant jobs . Thers

should be an annual

on gny immigration 2

the board. This has bud-
getary, tracking and adap-
tation merit .

Finally, there are circum-
stances which should take
priority. Just for a tncglnj
example, do we need lo
cure homelessness, haye
a8 new sporis. arena or
housing only for the afflu-
ent? This is an exponen-
hial situabion which needs
national attention before -
we aven think aboul
hielping other cultures: Mo
one can help another
without a sense of whoba-
ness. The Dalal Lama said,
‘Developing a kind heart
does nol involve any of the
senlimenial religiosity nor-
mally associated with (L 11
is for everyone irrespec-
tivie of race, raligion orpaolit-
ical affiliation It s for
anybody who considars
themself a m ]
hﬁman'fén‘illjl'wm [

perhaps. But wa've been

molded Into thinking solu-
lions are too complex

———————
I with stability

by Street Roots
Editorial Board

A small fremor rippled through
Seattle last month and social justice
activists ‘cheared. It was the deci-
sion by the Seatile City Council 1o
raise the fez on high-rise cando
development to pay for affordable
housing, This surcharge, increased
fram $10 to nearly $19 & square
fool, is expected to raise 5107 million
and finance nearly 2,700 units af
housing in the next two decades

For a‘cily dominaled these days by
an inflated real estate markel and
high-density development, the move
heips correct an imbalanca in the
;Hui;n yﬁhﬁ;ﬁ planning  The
- Mmavemen d the surchar it
its stride this year with = nmm
public campaign, Inciuding shirts
staling. “Developars stole my city
and all | gol was this inusy T-shirt *

A

I's a blunt message, but it reminde
ve that a eity belongs to all of its
fesigents, not just the ones with a
large bankrol| to mave dirt

Naw, City Commissionar Erik Sten
5 bringing about a similar (nititg-
tive 'in Portland. Sten, with the
suppart ol Commissioner Sam
Adams, wants the cily 1o dedicate
up to 30 percent of tax incramant
TEVBNUE 1o Increase affordable
rental and homecwnership options
In urban renewal araas throughout
the city, This new allocation would
help provide the needed angaing
tunding for safe and stabls hotising
for low-income working families.
Seniors and people with disabifities

The thrust of this proposal is Sten's:
Schoals. Families and Housing
a1 relaining and

Initidtive aimad

altracting families with ‘children in

public schools. and to stabilize fam-
lhes who move frequently. from
schao| 1o school - often a symptom
of poverty. Families experiencing
unsiable or temporary working con-
ditions, low wages. rsing living
Bxpenses, and avictions are static.
tically shawn to relocats more fre-
quently, undermining children’s edy-
cation a5 {hey readjust 1o new
Schools

Schoole alang with parks, planning
and other city operations, are al the
center of what Sten |5 calling a
neighborhogd-based  modal for
keeping families ang Working people
lwing in the city

The connection betwsan heaithy
public - schoois and {

housing & obviag 's‘mmﬂ'hlh
5 obvious, Sten sa,
Portiand Public ' i

of those families who (efl the. dig-
trict mid-year showad that 68
percent said the lack of affordable.
housing as the central reason for
their departure, B

To correct this, Sten s calling on a-
coliaboration of schools, develop-
ars, businesses, commuy; ity orga-
Nizations. real estate agents and
city bureaus to focus their afforts
on retaining families in the district

Balancad development is af the
€fux of a healihy c men' Jﬁ’
‘ﬂl'alltn‘.'l:ﬂlla'aT Tha : e a







by Paila

of Loaves & Fishes

SES

where he brought

Many in Sacramento know of
have heard of Tim Brown, most
recently the Executive Diractor
He has
done so very much toward ben-
efiing the homeless population of
Sacramento over the years., As
Loaves & Fishes Direclor he saw
the crganization through some dif-
ficult times and has brought if back
fo a sirong and better position
He has protected and advocated
for respectful treatment toward
those that find themselves without
a home He met with an unre
ceptive community and manded

refationships. He kept his door
and heart open 1o the Loaves
& Fishes guesis and employ-

He was recenily the co-chair
of the Sacramento County and
Cities Board on Homelessness
umder-
standing of the plighis of the
homeless to the larger com-

munily, leading efforts towards the
maoet effective means for address-
ing homelessness—HOUSING.
He was a leader i formulating
fhe 10-year plan [0 end chronic
homelessness, starting the bail
rolling towards the Housing 15t
solution.  He also chaired thelr
Housing Committee

We are maost proud of him here
at the Sacramenio Homeless
Organizing Committee because he
was founder of our organization
Back in 1987 he helped form
SHOC In response (o a new anthk
camping ordinance He |ead
many efforts opposing criminal-
ization of homeiessness  and
advocating for shelters and home-
less services. 1'think he aven
helped form othér crganizations
that served the homeless popu-
lation, He was a founder of the
Sacramento Housing Alliance in
1989 where he continued as an
SHAboard member to defend and
bring  about more affordable

Tim Brown Hits the Road

using to the Sacramento
F!‘%c;gmng When a bunch of us
homeless folks took over the day
1o day operations of SHOC, we
could ailways count on Tim far
support and much technical assis-
tance. He was always encour
aging and enthusiastic aboul offer-
ing us the assislance we needed
to succeed

Anyway, Tim has left Loaves &
Fishes and SHA and Sacramento
to became homeless for a year
with his wife, Cece. Actually, they
will be rubber-tramps for a lang
deserved sabbatical. They'll be
seeing the country by car, pulling
along & 15 foot trailar.  Vihat a
waonderful adveniure!

Bl we will very much miss him
and are very grateful for all the
great work he has done for us
over the years. \Wa hope he comes
back after his grand adventures
to once again be such a greal
assel to our community

Book Review: Opening Up, Beyond Anger and Shame
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Reviewed by Silja J.A. Talvi

Conned: How Milkons Went (o
Prison, Lost the Vole, and
Helped Send George W Bush to
the White House
by Sasha Abramsky
New Press, 2006
Hardcover, 304 pages

Cruising down the Defia's bluss-
song-inspiing Highway 61 or
through the prophetic-vision-promd-
ing mountain ranges leading inlo
the far more sullen, Mormon-con-
trofled state of Utah, journalist Sasha
Abramsky had no problem finding
pockils of abject poverty, clusiers
ol trailer homes, gaudy casinos, and
ample evidence of communilies
struggling lo siay alive despite the
economic odds

Abramsky's guest for his - latest
book, Conned, was o document the
lives and struggles of this nation's
most unwanied cilizens: the impov-
erished. adjudicated, imprisoned,
and disenfranchised Finding the sta-
listics and studies to indicale tha
extent of ihe problem wasn't a chal-
lenge. But gefting pecple to open
up about their anger and shame
was a hurdle lo overcome, cpening
the doors to real conversation about
disenfranchisement involved, by

—

necessily, a willingness 10 immersa
himsalf in the lives of people unac-
customed to any kind of real infer-
action with the media

Abramsky is one of a small but
increasingly  influential  set ol
maodern-day journalisis who have not
only been aole to identify persistent
systems of inequalty, bul also the
legislative and/or social trends that
reinforce them continually. Such
reportars not only celebrate the
grand American tradition of muck-
rawing journalism, but intentionally
gefy the dominant reporting mode
of bland and ostensibly “objective”
newspapér repartage thal asserts
each point of view as equal. Known
as “immersion” journalists, they are
willing and able to dive Inlo the
worlds of which they write, in order
to get 1o the real rool causes of
everyday sirife and struggle. In doing
50, these writers often find the mos!
exiraordinary of storigs - and par-
sanal friumphs - amidst the osten-
sibly ordingry and mundane.

In Conned, Abramsky's challenge
was tolocale some of ihe five million
disenfranchised American  @x-
‘affenders whao could articulate their
opinions about being deprived of
“the right to vote, whether temporarily
-of for the rest of their lives. Many
former prisoners werg suspicious of

his guestions; others had already
headed back inta lwes of cnminal-
ity and wanted to stay there, undis-
wrbed by a reporter’s inquiries: The
ones who talked destroyed his pre-
conceptions of the disenfranchised
masses as largely disinlerested in
their lack of political power.

Veting mattered for these ex-pris-
oners “far beyond the realm of the
theoretical,” as he was to realize in
the course of researching and
writing Conned, Maore often than not,
Abramsky's sources lalked to him
"about how depressed. how angry,
how disampowered they felt about
not being able to vote, to be able
lo affect thelr [national and local
palitics] "

In'Montana, Abramsky finds 21-year-
old Chereesa, a Cheyenne-Navajo
woman, who had done her time on
a federal conviction for interstate
transportation of marfjuana That
Chereesa was meraly 18 at the lime
of her arrest, pled guilty, and did
her time didn't matler, her proba-
tian officer told her that she had lost
har nght to vote. "l wanted to vote *
Chereesa states, “I'm a public kind
of person . [not being able to vole]
made me feel .. like | was bad, like
I'was nol a citizen arr,lmre_"'

Actually. Montana's laws would have

allowed her to regamn the nght to
yobe: Bul miscommunication — or
intentional disregard for the law —
allowed for this common miscarnage
of justice.

In states where the temporary or
permanent disenfranchisement of
ex-prisoners is on lha books, the
author finds their impact guestion-
able, at besl What purpose is served
by denying people the right to vote?
More to the point, what seil-respect
ing Western nation allows for such
an obvious transgression of the most
basic of democralic principles?

“[Thlese disenfranchizement laws

have no place in modem day
sociely,” as Abramsky puls it

Silla J.A. Tavi is a member of Real
Changes Advisory Board and a
semior editor al In These Times,
whore a different version of this
article first appearsd.  An |nves -
tigative journalist and essayist with
credits in many dozens of publica -
lions nationwide, she is at work on

a book abaut wom i
Fross). en in prison {Seal
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