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*Some Mews Briefs
-Feds reject homeless
in hate-crime bill

| SACRAMENTO.  Gremiin

Sacramento Lawyers and Advocates File
Civil Rights Lawsuit On Behalf of Homeless

SACRAMENTD, CA

A lawsuit was filed August 2
2007 in the federal court chal
lenging Sacramento’s ant-
camping ordinance and con
fiscation of property withoul
priof notice or proper storage

Local Man
Wins
Camping
Case

was charged with twe vicla
ficns of the: Sacramento City
Code  for unlawful camping
(12 52.030{A)) and one count
of unlawiul siorage
(12.52.042) Gremlin
decided to fight the tickel and
asked for legal representabon
through the Tommy
Chinkenbeard Legal Clmic,
inskating on a jury trial. Public
Delendar  Linsay  Zettel
defended him

One of the issues that was
highlightea is the facl that
Gremlin, ke many people
whao are homeless, has a dog
named ‘Boy' who has been
his. constant companion for
over 10 years  Gremiin
cannot get into any emar
gency shelter uniess he first
gives up his beloved pet.

The jury listeped to both sides
of the arguemenl. and came
back with B wverdict of Mot
Guilty on  bath  unlawlul
‘camping charges. They were
a hung jury on Ihe unlawiul
storage charge and the judge
prt_lm:_ul_:.r dismissed it

The laowszull was filed on
bahall of 11 individual plain-
tiffs who have had their prop-
ety taken by City and County
work crews andfor have been
ciled for camping on public
property,. Loaves & Fishes
the Sacramento Homeless
Organizing Committesa
(SHOC), and Francis House
have joined the suit as plain
tiffz. The lawsuit charges that
the City and County practices
are an ongoing violation of
civil nghts guaranieed by the

Gth, dth and 14th
Amengments to the U S
Canstitution Class  action

cerifichtion is boing sought

“City and Counly govemn-
mants In Sacraments have a
long history. of taking basic
survival egquipment  fram

homeless people without
proper notice”  sad Mark
Mernn, the principal attornay
for the group. “Tents, sleep-
ing bags and blankets are
tossed into County dumpsters
by Shenfls work crews and
homekess people are left to
shiver in the night. Deputies
then write them tickets for
sleaping. It is our goal 1o get
these practices stopped
before the onset of winter”

“People think that homeless
people can just go 1o shel
lers,” Menn conbinued, "But
there are not encugh - sheilers
avallable at-any time of the
year in Sacramento.  People
have to sleep and if they have
no MHSIﬂg and no shaller s
availabie. then they have to
seep oul in the open The

soluton o homelessness 18
housing. It is not in harass
ing homeiess  people unbil
thay Qo away "

The lawsuit asks that the city
and county provide notice to
homaless people of an
intended clean-up of camping
BlEs n @ reasonable penod
of tme bofore a sweep and
that the property laken be
stored at a location mason-
ably prosomate fo the place
from which | was @ken o
give homeless people an
oppodtunity 1o reclaim . (heir
property  Tho oty | being
asked o quil clng honmeless
peaple during the night or

pafly moming hours, | Othear
reguasts are for clean, main
continued page 5

When Four Wheels Replace Four Walls

Street News

by Rosette Royal
Rial Change News

SEATTLE, WASHINGTDN

From SODO to Queen Anne,
people are fiving in and out
of their cars. The question s
how many peopia?

James Vios lives out of four
vehicles - a 1881 Sierma
Grande. 8 1888 Chevrolet
Crew Cab, & 1982 Custom
Deluxe van and a 1857 GMC
pick up He's scattered Ihim
throughoul the cily occupy-
inpg spaces up on Lapitol Hill
on & busy side sireet in
Belttown Known for its fancy

salon and on CQueen
Anne Hill, stationed on a
quiet ‘street fined  wilh
wverdanl maples

Al least, thals where they
were on July & Chances are
he's moved them since then,
parked them on another oad

Service

aor diiven lhem io a diferanl
neighborhood altcgether It's
an automotive chess game
that Vios has 1o play because
the city requires cars parked
on the stréet 1o be moved
every 72 hours Othenvise
it means he might be facing
3 535 parng tickel slipped
under.ine wiper Or an aban-
doned vehicle citation giued
to the windshieid. From
thare, it's a tow truck “And
if you'e too |ndigent to pay

the towing charges' says
Vigs, 38, “Then yau lose your
yehicle

The loss Vies speaks of is
roated in expernence In e
decade since he's been
living out of vehicles. he este
mates that hes owned a
gouple: hundred of them But
the lion's share is gone
*Most likely fumed into wul
canized'. metal”™ he says.

wwwstreetnewsservice.org

What's |eft are unpaid fines,
toweng and siorage fees
amounting lo nearly 511,000
The debl, held by a collec
ton agency, represents the
complale anlithesis of whal
Vios claims was his rationale
far moving nlo that first
vehicle - a 1871 Dodge pick
up truck - ten years ago. 'l
fhought | could save enough
money o keep camyng on”
says Vios, who cumently
works for ing Port of Seatlie
5o living In my vehicle was
the only way out”

He's not alone. All aver the
city, - along traffic-choked
streets in the SODO, in quied
neighborhoods  in Norll
Seattie, and all mannaer of
piaces In between, people
are fiving In and out of their
vehicles But oxaclly how
many peopla? No one really
saems o know

continued page 7










by Paula

PORTLAND, OR: Drgnity Village bogin in 2000 as a
fent cy by o amall group of homeless individuats. Thay
wort scooted moaind. snded up under o bridge and
Timally mhﬁdmmmﬁmn#&uﬂwm
mmmmﬂwmmnmmp

mummmmmﬂmmmu was gaing
10 four Dignity Village: on Sunday aftermaen, bul plans

to Sacramenta was 1o leave aaﬂy&:mywmmm
g out there alane by bus on
workshop and before the conferances
i | wondered if | could maka It 1o
outskirts of ihe iy and gal back
L but | had to iy | al least had o
Dhgnitaries that reside in the \iage
o take & tour

had organized o have a tent ity b =
. WWhage folks offered every help and support 3
internet leamed & great geal about their histary
Dusr tent ety never matenalzad [google “ATale o
Jason MacCanned far an analysis of by
Parland does have a tent cify).

long bus ride by the nices! bus diiver
A 14 minude layover Up abead and would
instead. Some villagers warg having __g
and | asked them dTim was around e B
il contacts. Ha was in the main hoise
asked someons 1o fake over far him
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The willage is amazing. The grounds are very ciean. Thare e
fow r2gily can't coll it a tenf city onymose The
P bullding coliages. Al the MASNA confar-
oNCE we Inamed from C«:I;mmnﬂ Sten that he city relaxad
buiiding codes spectically for Di Milage The houses they &re S i) -
mualiﬂu.mnoodu:zmu Sum'usa'mnwmw ; R T = ' ! N

use “baslaid cob” which |'m ot surs what that S . ¥
Conuiiin of bt s ke cob or adabe The firsi houss hiy bl —
the communily housa, was
resmairiing tends are on pla
Coltages. The platdorms p

!
i

?
i
i3

mace from  Srawbales The few
and nre vy sliddy Iookeng bikyy
ham from {he winter rains. fhet
leewd {0 food the pi aar ine whola village There = no
Blumiing b hey have bwo commumily. showars gnd
4 portapoies. They have raisod Dod vegelabie gardens [Dam
| forgot o ask where thay coak

Tim was a greal tour guide. A he end of the jog | Boughi a
pair of ahoes a1 the yard uals expressed my aratitude for the
tour and far their greal woek, said poodbye Brg mads |t i e
bus in time for my nde back io e University on lima 15 change
ima my fancy dress for dinner

The momd of the story.  What ga You gel when you la hama
less people stay in one place? Answer; Housing| b

L Tent et up on platorm for the whntag
- E




2007 North American Street Newspaper Association Conference

PDFITLAND. OR The North
American Streat Newspaper
Associalion held g thress-day confes
ence Ihis July in Portiang, Oregen,
hosted by Strest Roots  Homeeard
Strest Joumal sent a repraseniative
o meet with represeniatives from
Acrss the United States andCanada,
plus & European representative from
the INSP (Intemnational Netwark of
Strest Papars)  Thasa annual con
ferences am 3 chance for those
involved in  the streel  newspaper
movemenl to shars expanances,
knowledge ang technical -suppor.

This year's thems was "Changing the
World One Newspaper af' a Time",
Mosl member papers have an advo
cacy side to them prometing aford-
able housing, adequate shelter and
civll nghls for homeless peopla.
Content vanes, fram homelessness
and housing arficies to current evants
ana entertainment. All papers includs
a vendor program. where homaless
people are able to sell the papers o
ERIN Money

Thursday evening was regisiration

and then everyone mel downtown at

a pub for refreshments. ordourves

and getting 1o know o reacquainted
with each other

Mast of the conference activities look

place op
University,

the  Portland  State
where conference

members slayed in student domms

upstais from the conference roams
and classrooms.  Friday mormning
evelyone met for more formal intio
duchons and welcoming from the
Streel Roots director lsrasl Bayer
City - Commissioner Enk Sten. and
NASHA President, Laura Thompson

~Dsun,

There were many  workshops
thratughout the conference with such
interesfing. tites.  as:  Streel

Newspaper Roundiable, Creating and
Implementing Breakihrough Strataqy,
Fair and Blased - wdking the line
between objectivity and advocacy;
Fundraising 107, Shreet Mewspaper
Innovations Panel: Building and main
faining individual donors, Efective

Civil Rights Lawsuit

tained portable todels smks - and
garbage dumpsters . located near
where homeless people slesp.
Also, storage spaces for (heir pos
sessions would be requesied
These measuras. would  allow
homelass people to help aleviale
many burdans placed on the
general community Furthar real
solubions 1o homelessness will ba
asked for. such as funding for addk
tional snelters, homeless sevices
and marnent housing
hdiv’;dualﬁt&:nﬁl‘& should also be
compensated for lost property and
a small amaunt per incident

The - cominalzatcn of homeless
ness has been the policy ' of
Sacramerto for many years in
Tesponse lo @ growing homeless
‘population, City and County policy
makers have been educaled from

more recent national siudies and
praciices that prove that the cnimi
nal justice system not only is not &
salubon o homelessness, criminal
cation can put further obstructions
i a homeless persons ability 1o
batter their residential sduation. It
has been found
housing and services lo homeless
peOplE IS less expansive to @ com
munity than i the persan is lef
hameless This s because a
person thetl is nomeless makes
more  amargancy hospiial
uses more mental health services
shelier siays, jail and booking fees,
court casts etc  When a persan
is stabie in housing these costs to
the community are minimized and
a formerly homeless: person will be
mare likely 1o seek help and take
steps towards (heir independence,

————e e

that providing

wisits,

Stuck
expand your capacity for

parinerships and coalitions
small -
greater impact, Guenlla Journalism:

Street  News Service; Vendors!

Vendors! Vendors!

Most meals were served at the
sludent cafetersa but there wers
specal meals and special events for
the conference goers. One lunchbime
we spent &t the Farmers Markel to
gwe us & faste of Porlland. One
avening there was a barbeque
al a nearby park where many
of Street Rools vendors
atended, one wendor anter
l3ining s with his  guitar
playing and songs

The last evening was a dinner
on the 30th floor of 2 down
tewn  building with windows
cvariooking the whols city Tha
Keynote speaker was Paul
Boden, Director of the Westem

continued from page 1

Regional Advocacy Project He said
the social justice movement is the
core af the stresl newspapar maove
ment . Slreel newspapers have put
25 million in the pockets of homeless
paople, without judgment or fingee
printing.  The newspapers are an
unfiltered vehicle to gat the story out
and providés a voice for the poor
With the netwark that is NASMAthere
IS Mare ponsver in RONLNG &8 Cormmaon
message

Attornoys for Lawsult st August 2nd press conference:
{tedt 1o ight) Mark Mern, Cathleen Wiliams, Kelly Tanalepy,
Gary Gallery, Ron Blubaugh










