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Assembly Bill 504 [or
“Amandment K"} Is a dan-
gerous bl on its way to
becoming another anti-poor
law, secording to wellare
rights advacale and lonmar-
Iy homaless mather, Linda
Lemasior.

Assemblyman  Heslay's
bill proposes panaltias
against childran who are
found to be “noglectad”
oducationally, Analysts
Suggesi the bill will ba
salectively oniorced, at
bast, and may ba 1o shore up
Child Protective Sarvices
and the fastor care systam
funding,

Linda Lemaster |s a Santa
Cruz, Calilornin  activisy
who  has run far City
Caunell, been arrested |n
housing take-cvers, and
cumently Is a Commissiorar
on the Commissian for fha
Pravention ol  Violance
Against Women. Sha also
heads Hauging Now! in Santa
Cruz,

"This [bill] is authorad by
aur  (Santa  Cruz area)
Asgemblyman Fred Healay,
Keeley narmally. s humane
and envirsnmenially ssnsi-
e, | don't undaerstand why
ha would author this taer.

authority of our state's
Child Pratacilve Service.
This piece of work was
sponscred by child wallars
sarvics providers in Los
Angeles County, including
CPS." Larnaster said,

Home-schooling associa-
lions have pointed gut that
AB BG4 has na “dug
process.” They are sseking
help fram the ACLL.

It JAB 804 bacomes a
law, hemeless and iransi-
tisning lamilies will be
aspacially Vilnarablie.®
Lomastar amphasized, “|t is
redundant  since existing
ordinances - in  bioth the
Education ecods and othar
Wellare Instiwtion codas
address Truancy and mal-
ters al school progress.®
she said, *| hava known loo
many home-schaaled chil-
dren who have 'begn
exiremoly successiul on
antering colloga to fall for
this hypa. It is untair 1o aur
children, and it wacld crim-
inalize children In |ow-
incama  and fransitiening
lamilies moare than gty
danis”
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Santa Cruz, CA,
City Council
Keeps the Beiers’
Sleeping Ban

“l think we should
interrupt the sloop of
eople who pass such
Aws."
— Howard Zinn
10/25/a7
EPORKNg b1 feaponms fo the Sanls
Ciur Slosping Ban at an sverk Bt
sarad by tha Resaorce Cenlor for
Hoimviclarca
On  March 23, Mayor
Kathorine Baiors aflactivaly
excluded homoless residents
and cul back testimany from
Buppariers of Sleeping Ban
Hepeal. Bsiars then lad the
City Councll fo retain Mo
636, which spacifies
“slesping” and *sovering up
with bedding” from 11:00
Pm 1o 8:30 am as criminal
offensns, punishable by lines
ef up 1o S54 par slumber
erima. The 21-year ald anti-
hipple law was passad in
1878 to make it pasisr for

e ' Slesping B:
blo sugmentation to the pelice to “move along” so- e, l;:;.ng San By

cafled *UTES"— undesireabla
transiont slemeanis,

The Mayor, who alse sils
on the Board of Directors of
the Haomaless  Saryicas
Cantar, declined 1o facilitate
arrangaments  that would
allow over 100 homaless
usars ol the Armory Wintar
Shelter te atteand oither af
the two arucial City Council
votes. She alse schadulod tha
Council Public Hearing during
the UCSC Spring break whan
studentz who hotly opposed
arrasiing homealess poople
for *slumber without & por-
mit" would ba oul of tawn,

An Initiative te Fepeal tha
Sleeping Ban in non-rasided-
fal areas of the City had
racaived over 1550 signa-
lures of permanant eily res-
ident volers in 1998 and was
andarsed by the main ergani-
zalions suppering the new
City Councll members Sugar,













teel Lawyar by John
elling author of
85 bean promoted
45 a novel that
realities in the
#less people and that
consciences of (he
I.n‘. ook hit #1 on the
shers Weekly Besi-Sellar
1 staying on the list far twan-
Iy-nine weeks. This maans mil-
lions of Americans read this novel
about life on the streals, the polj-
lpmnlai. and the
L our country's
most disenfranchised pq:n.lhlgn.
[ Many of Grisham's novels have

been made into 5 movies, broaden-

mg ::di:'nca who will be

i the experiences of

homeless . Because of the

less and housed — read the book 1o
comment on fts accuracy about
streel fife and the impact the book
made on them.

The main character is Michasl
Brock, an altorney on frack to
become a pariner a mammoth
legal firm in Washington, D.C..
Brock hasn't given much notice or
thought to the homeless poople
around him. In the first chapler a
homeless man in taltered clothing
follows Brock inlo the elevalor,
and Brock tells the secrelary as ha
dissmbarks, "Waich the slevator .
- . Streel bum . . . You may wanl 1o
call security. Gel sema disinfec-
tant, loo.”

Later the homeless man, DeVon
Hardy, tskes nine lawyers,

ing Brock. hostage. Brock

. discovers thal Hardy an: others
were illegally avicted and sant to
the streets by allorneys af Brook's

firm to ensure the success of a

development project,

| This stormy episods, and the
knowledge of the harsh conse-
L ncas for huuml:’um his
‘s illegal and greedy aclions,
rivas Brook 1o give up his post

streel life the reader may have,

tion al the faw firm and go to work
at & non-profil legal elinic. This
decision resulls in the |oss of a
marriage and frlends, his large
income, status and plush apar-
ment. Brock also goes alter the
firm 1o gat justice far the viclims
ol the fllegal eviclions, leading 1o
legal entanglements and embar-
rassment in the media for himsell.

During the course of jusi a few
weeks, Brock changes from a man
worried about disinfecting an ele-
vator that contained a homeless
person, 1o a man working al shal-
tars ‘and spending his Iree lime
assisting a woman in kicking a
crack addiction. *You're now a
redical.” said Mordecal Green, an
allornay with the legal clinic that
hired Brock, on his first day thers,

The novel is not subtle. At times |
felt | was reading a propaganda
piece, nol a ficlional novel, It
appeared fo me as it Grisham is
using his fame as a writer to bring
aboul social change and prick tha
consciences of those who haven' {

iven a thought o homelessness.

e ending is loo pal and pre-
dictable, and the radical change in
Brock in such a shorl time
appeared unrealistic. The descrip-
tions of menlal iliness, povarty,
drug addiction, crime, racism,
police harassment, and the inade-
quaie sheller system will not be
new to anyone who has ever been
homeless or worked with homeless
people. However, the descriptions
probably were new to millions of
his readers, and the concepl of
changing the track of one’s life ta
fight faor others® rights is one
many are unaccusiomed lo.. As one
person wrole on a Grisham ralated
website, “The novel has had a greal
impact on me and | believe it will
also have a great impact on anyene
who reads it.”

Locally another reader, Dan
Hieber, found thal regardiess of
the amount of knowledge about

iﬂ'la :‘m-nl_ _e:_n?w; tM“ readar to
magine, even in a small way, what
It may be like h-buhhmnhgm' L

“Further along in the story, the
main characler's marriage fails,
and he finds himsell in an apart-
ment of much lower expense than
where he originally lived.” said
Dan, “He sutiers through some of
the pain of sleaping on a hard floor,
The character's body suffers
through the experience. From my
own experience of sleeping on the
floor with only a sianr:a blankat,
my back hurt from the hard floor
of thal single night. It is nol hard
lo imagine how you would fesl if
this was over multiple nights.”

Dan found this to be a strangth of
the novel- to make peopla idenitify
with someane living on the sirests.
Mol everyone has lo give up world-
ly possessions as Brock did, bul
everyone can help with simple
actions. Descriptions of food lines,
emergency sheltars in wintar
storms, the hassles of getting a
Social Security check withoul an
address, and children sleeping in
cars “ovoke the knowledge that
thera are simple things that could
be done to help the homeless.® ha
conchuded.

Ancther reader, Marvin Jensen,
ministar, advocate, writer and
someone who has spanl years liv-
ing and working on the streets and
in shellers, also found Ihe novel
entartaining but unrealistic. He
thought the idea of a homeless man
taking hostages and wrapping him-
sell in dynamite o be “grossly
exaggerated”: Homeless people do
have a frustration due to not baeing
heard, bul lypically do nol act it
out in sueh a vialen! manner
towards othors. i

While Grisham portrays heme-
less peaple in a sympathetic light,
| found Grisham's characier
n‘awlugzminl overall to ba fairly
poor, The homeless characters
appear to be passiva viclims,

‘without any
fling

‘He mi
el
nity, 85 well as the fria
sirong bonds that are often fo
among pecpls living on tha

e

B

Wa can'l ignore the importanc
of a novel read by millions wha,
maybe for the first time, began
thinking about the lives of home-
less people and haw 1 n:? el
involved politically, fina nj?y,
or socially in changing the situa-
tion.

The question for those who wani
1o improve the fives of the home-
lass community is = will “main-
stream” Americans only respand
to the descriptions of poor people
wrilten by "mainstream”
authars? Or can we bridge the gap
by keeping communicalion open
between paople with ditferent
lives? Will the hero of any
“hemeless® sfory need to be a
white, upper class, well educalad
man who gives up everything to
ri-iht for what's right and just, or
will readers respond as o
the stories, poems, and arnt of thoss
who have experienced life on the
stroats?

It may have been unrealistic for
a person like DeVon Hardy te hold
lawyears hastags solely io be heard,
but the fealing of frustration at not
being heard Is very common to
homeless people. Street nawspa-
pers such as Homeward and g
such as the Homeless Arfisans,
who do gallery art shows, fill &
vital need in both giving a voice lo
disenfranchised individuals and
providing information to housed
people that gives them a chance 1o
see the world as it Iruly Is for
those not part of the *main-
stream”, and to make a choice lo
begin advocating for change.
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